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Independence Day. We will resume our normal operating hours 

Open House 
Have you ever visited our Prayer Room? Maybe you didn't 
know there was such a place here at ALC! There will be an 
Open House from 8:45 to 12:30 on Sunday, September 18th, 
to invite you to visit the Prayer Room--Prayer Team members 
will show you where it is if you don't know!   

SAVE THE DATE 
The Pastors will be conducting a Healing Service at both the             
Traditional and Contemporary services on Sunday, September 
25th. More information will be coming! Please mark your     
calendars. 

Hope Fest 
Saturday, sept. 10, 10 am- 9 pm 

Theme is "Love First!" Love IS the only thing that can change 
the unchangeable. Love heals, uplifts, strengthens, energizes,   
refreshes, and renews. Love is the most powerful force in the 
universe, especially when we choose to Love First. 

 

For the TENTH Year, let's Celebrate by Serving our Neighbors  
in Love! 

 

Empty Bowls’ Silver Anniversary! 
Saturday, sept. 18, 11 am - 2 pm 

Empty Bowls is a global grassroots movement begun in 1990, 
with artists in towns and cities around the world helping fund 
food banks in their local communities. Prescott citizens have 
been supporting their own Empty Bowls movement since 1997. 
 
Attendees will line up to select a locally handcrafted bowl and 
receive two servings of soups from 14 local restaurants. The cost 
is $20.  

Friday, September 16 at 5 PM in the Fellowship Hall and Patio. 

Wear your favorite football team’s jersey and join us for the best 

Potluck of the year! Sliders (chicken) will be provided. Sign up 

before or after services on September 11th, or call the church   

office (928) 445-4348. 

This teaching on Ephesians Connections Class starts Sunday, 
September 11th - November 27th. 9:15 AM - 10:15 AM in the 
Activity Center. Come and learn about the full armor of God. 
Teaching by: Linda Lucic-Smith.  
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Many ALC readers have checked 
out the various books by Eric 
Metaxas which we have in our   
library. If you’re curious about the 
man who wrote those books, you 
might be interested in the book 
reviewed below. Find it on the 
book cart.   

 

 Fish Out of Water: A Search for the Meaning of Life             
by Eric Metaxas. For those of you who enjoy learning about 
how people were converted to be followers of Jesus Christ you 
will find this book a delightful journey. I should caution you that 
Metaxas has a vocabulary that exceeds even most post graduate 
students. That is not to say that it is unreadable but you have to 
concentrate.  

 In each chapter of this autobiographical work, he reveals a 
part of his growth to manhood. Born in 1963, Metaxas                        
remembers great details of his life and his family. His father,  
Nikolaoes, was Greek having arrived in America in1955. His 
grandfather, once a sea captain, was Yiannikostas. I mention 
their names because Eric loved the Greek culture and could 
speak the language. His mother, however, was German. She 
came from a small town south of Leipzig arriving in the U.S. in 
1954. This excerpt from the book explains what happened to his 
German grandfather: “My grandfather, for whom I am named, 
was killed while riding on a train to the Russian front on April 4, 
1944.  It was blown up by partisans near Lviv in Ukraine where 
his bones lie still.” 

 This book is full of historic connections. Yes, he spoke 
German, but probably not as well as Greek because the whole 
family attended a Greek Orthodox church, first in the City of 
New York then in a small town in Connecticut. Although his             
father was a hard-working man in construction, they never had 
much money. When Eric was old enough, he worked for his          
father and got to know the type of men who lived by their hands. 
Yet what is interesting is how smart Eric was. He loved to read, 
and this book constantly informs the reader of authors and books 
he admires. 

 He was small for his age and so smart he jumped a grade 
making him the smallest and youngest in his grade. This molded 
his tendency to be ‘mean’ to others. What jumps out at the            
reader is that Eric was a lover of the outdoors. As an example he 
loved ice fishing with his father. This is the first hint behind the 
book’s title. Yet, surprisingly, he was so academically gifted by 
the time he graduated from high school he had a full ride     
scholarship to Yale. 

 Becoming a Yalie turned him into a socialist. He forgot 
his religious life and questioned the existence of God. He and 
one of his close friends gave the “Class History” address at 
graduation, which was a parody of things that happened in their 
four years. After graduation in 1984, he and two friends toured 
Europe and that included visiting the Greek island of Cephalonia 
where his grandmother and his cousins lived. On the way back 
he visited his German family. His description of taking the Euro 
Rail on this journey is hilarious. 

 At the end of that trip he had no job. Eric got some works 
published in some magazines such as the Atlantic but that          
petered out. For a long while he was a lost, penniless, smart 
young man. His father was, of course, disgusted.  Eric took a job 
as ‘proofreader’ at Union Carbide’s new headquarters built not 
far from his home in Danbury. Here he got to know a man, Ed 
Tuttle, who was to have a significant influence on him. Suffice 
to say that Tuttle, a Christian, saw in Metaxas something of         
Eric’s search for meaning.   

 A couple of times in this memoir Eric mentions something 
about a dream. In the last chapter it is revealed. I will leave you 
with this hint: the Greek word IXTHYS, means Iesous Christos 
Theon Yios Sotir – Jesus Christ the Son of God our Savior. The 
symbol is usually seen within a fish.    

 Eric Metaxas’ works have revealed some very important 
truths that only such books can. Fish Out of Water is an               
opening about the man whose writings demonstrate how God 
has woven history with the thread of the Gospel and how that 
thread continues to sustain us. Reviewed by, Randy Reynolds 

Hand-in-Hand Widow’s Group is meeting Tuesday, September 
6th at 11:30 AM at the Hassayampa. Please RSVP to Sherry 

Goodman at (928)458-4857. 

Associate Pastor  
Call Committee 

Update 

The call committee has started its Zoom interviews with               
candidates of interest for the Associate Pastor position. The 
committee continues to ask for your prayers: Please God,       
present us with the right candidate for this important position 
and help us to see your will. 

 

As before, ALC members with questions on the call process can 
submit them to alc2022callcommittee@gmail.com. The call 
committee is committed to posting updates regularly in the Live 
Wire, monitoring the call committee email account, and            
providing timely responses to questions.  

HOPE CLINIC 
 God placed the dream of a small clinic in the hearts of   
Moise and Nowei Mamy and Jon Erickson in the mid-1990s after 
they experienced first hand the local medical services. The search 
for land took years as they participated in CAMA services semi-
yearly mobile medical outreaches in Guinea. In 2001, the first 
buildings were started after an uncle gave land to the clinic. In 
2002, Jon and Anja were married and the two couples set about 
laying the foundation for the outpatient services, lab and                
pharmacy that are in place today. 

 Hope Clinic opened its doors with a skeleton staff in         
September 2003 and in 2006, Hope Clinic closed for training and 
expansion.  It reopened in 2007 and has continued to grow.   

 On September 16, 2014, tragedy struck when Moise lost 
his life when the team he had joined was attacked by villagers. 
The team, including government officials, joined forces to reach 
out to the village to teach on the prevention of the Ebola Virus 
disease. During the attack, nine people lost their lives. Moise had 
served as an executive coordinator of the NGO “water of life” 
and was also the president of the Mano C & MA Church in   
Guinea.  

 Today, the Clinic flourishes and provides outpatient         
services and dental care as well as surgical services and                   
community health teaching. One area where the staff is                
concentrating their efforts is on maternity and safe delivery of   
babies. Guinea is 173 out of 183 statistically in infant survival 
and West Africa is a very dangerous place for women to give 
birth. A new maternity wing is planned and any funding from 
ALC will likely targeted for that purpose. 

 Hope Nursing School in Guinea begins in October and will 
welcome its third class of students. This will be the first year to 
have all three years of students in the classrooms. In August 2022, 
the third year students will sit for their national exams. When they 
pass these exams the first graduation ceremonies will be held. The 
students will then be free to work anywhere in Guinea. With the 
growth of Hope Clinic and the opening of the new satellite clinic, 
Gueasso, they hope to hire some of the first students! 

 First and foremost, besides the health and well-being of the 
patient, the goal of the Clinic is to present the gospel to every   
patient. 

 American Lutheran Church has faithfully supported this 
Mission through its Benevolence Committee tithe for many years. 


