
COMPANION SYNOD 
Network

For more information or to express 
interest in participating in the CSN, please 
contact Rev. Dr. Mike Kroona, Assistant 
t o t h e B i s h o p 
( m i k e . k r o o n a . r e v @ w i s y n o d . o rg ; 
712-732-4968 Ext. 443) or Pr Arlyn 
Norris, CSN Chair (acwlnorris@gmail.; 
402-960-9044). 

Financial gifts for the Companion Synod 
projects can be sent to the synod office or 
can be given using the synod website.

The Companion Synods Network (CSN) 
oversees the Western Iowa synod's two 
companion synod relationships with the 
Southern Diocese of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) and  
with the  Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Chile (IELCH). The network has joined 
with  our partner churches to implement 
numerous joint ventures including the 
projects described in this brochure. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Punta Arenas, Chile.

Groups from our synod have visited this 
congregation on several occasions.

Beginning in 2004, WIS began raising 

money for well-drilling equipment to help 

provide reliable and clean water from 

communities in the Southern Diocese. 

This project continues with the drill team 

funded by money raised through the CSN. 

Over  75 wells have been produced 

providing water for tens of thousands of 

Tanzanians in the Southern Diocese. 

Well Project Provides 

Safe, Clean Water

Health Initiatives 

Over the years, WIS has sent medical supplies 

to Ilembula Hospital on many occasions. 

Recently PPE was sent in response to the 

COVID pandemic.



A SACCOS (Savings and C redit 
Cooperative Society) is a locally 
owned and operated microfinance 
cooperative.  Members pool 
resources and grant small loans that 
allow the members to better manage 
and run their farms and businesses.

Currently four SACCOS have been 
organized in the Southern Diocese in 
Tanzania. Gifts through the Western 
Iowa synod has helped to provide 
capital so that more loans can be 
awarded to SACCOS members. On 
average, loans enable recipients to 
double or triple their family income. 

SACCOS Improves 
Tanzanian Lives

When loans are repaid, the money becomes 
available to reinvest in new loans. 

The CSN set a goal to raise $100,000 to 
make sure loans will available to all SACCOS 
members in the Southern Diocese. Gifts to 
support this effort can be made by 
designated check or on the synod website.

Igumbilo Seeks Funds For 

Computers

Igumbilo Lutheran Girls School recently 

asked the CSN to help create a computer lab 

at the school. The network responded with a 

commitment to try to raise $6500 to upgrade 

the school’s computer room. When those 

changes are completed, the CSN is 

encouraging individuals and congregations 

to purchase at least one computer 

(approximate cost $225) for the school,   

hoping supply at least 50 computers for 

the lab. 

The synod’s relationship with the girls 

school dates back to 2005 when WIS 

helped found the school. Since then, the 

synod has worked with the girls school to 

fund scholarships for students with 

financial need. Contributions have 

enabled us to supply $2,000 each month 

to fund such scholarships. 

To make contributions for the computer 

project or for scholarships, designated 

checks can be sent to the synod or gifts 

can be made on the WIS website.


