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Introduction to the day

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s request to Philemon into our
prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy commun-
ion and recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour to “choose life"—to
choose life in God as our own.

Prayer Requests

Announcements—See back of bulletin
Congregation patrticipation in bold print.

Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING- The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
Who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *I* Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen

GATHERING SONG ELW Hymn 660
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947

Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

KYRIE

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”

ELW pg. 120

ELW pg. 121



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and
ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.
WORD- God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage,
he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by
following other gods.

'°See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. '°If you obey the commandments
of the LORD your God that | am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in his ways,
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall Ilve and become numerous, and
the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. ''But |f your heart turns away
and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, '°I declare to you today
that you shaII perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and
possess. '’| call heaven and earth to witness against you today that | have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, “’loving the LORD your God,
obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 1
'Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat
in the seats of the scornful!
“Their delight is in the law of the LoRD, and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
“They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
“It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
“Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, nor the sinner in the council of the
righteous.
°For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand as you are able
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.



GOSPEL: Luke 14:25-33
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from the outset that
completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other allegiances.

“Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, “*Whoever comes to me

and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot
be my disciple. “’"Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. “*For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? “’Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, *’saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” *'Or what king, going out to
wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to
oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? “If he cannot, then, while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. *’So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

MESSAGE READING: Philemon 1-21
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon, a slaveowner
and a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and encouraged Philemon to receive
Onesimus back as a Christian brother.

'Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, “to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to
the church in your house: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
“When | remember you in my prayers, | always thank my God “because | hear of your love for all the saints
and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. °I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you
perceive all the good that we may do for Christ. 'l have indeed received much joy and encouragement from
g/our love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.

For this reason, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, °yet | would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and |, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ
Jesus. "l am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father | have become during my
imprisonment. ' 'Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. "I am
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. °I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; “put | preferred to do nothing without
your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. "“Perhaps this is the
reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, “no longer as a
slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the
flesh and in the Lord.

'"So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. '°If he has wronged you in
any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. "°I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: | will
repay it. | say nothing about your owing me even your own self. “°Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from
you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. *'Confident of your obedience, | am writing to you, knowing that
you will do even more than | say.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Pastor Chris Peterson

Please stand as you are able.



HYMN OF THE DAY

God’s Work, Our Hands

All Creation Sings Hymn 1000
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition, the Worship Assistant will say, “Merciful God”, the congregation will respond, “receive
our prayer”.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus

Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please take a few moments to greet those around you as you feel comfortable, keeping in mind that not everyone is
comfortable shaking hands or hugging.

MEAL- God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
OFFERING SONG “Take, Oh, Take Me As | Am” ELW Hymn 814

Please stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray together,

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE ELW pg 129



Preface Holy, Holy, Holy” ELW pg 130

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready

Please be seated.

We believe that Christ is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine. All those who are baptized and have received formal
teaching about The Lord’s Supper are invited forward to commune. If you desire a blessing, come forward and keep hands folded
together. Come forward at the direction of the usher. Pick up a clean cup from the right side of the altar. The empty cups can be

placed in the tray on the left side of the altar.

COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God” ELW pg. 135
SONGS DURING COMMUNION “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW Hymn 808
“Eat This Bread ” ELW Hymn 472

Please stand as you are able.

SONG AFTER COMMUNION “Now Lord You Let Your Servant Go” ELW pg. 135

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In
your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the

sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen



SENDING- God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

Will You Come and Follow Me

The Summons
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grow in you and you in me.

‘lext: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELLVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the Good News.

Thanks be to God.

Announcements for the coming week:

Monday: Labor Day
Tuesday: Christian Growth Meeting, 12:00

Next Sunday: Pastor Chris’ last “official” service, Stay after service to wish he and his family well.

Women’s Fall Bible Study will begin September 12th. We will be using
“Before the Throne” by Crickett Keeth. Extra books available in the office.

finding strength through prayer in difficult times
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