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In 2011 I was talking with a friend about my then new job as a pastor at Fort George.  
And he asked me “How do you know you are in God’s will right now?  Like maybe you 
missed it.  Maybe you were supposed to take that church planting job in Surrey.”   
 
When I was hired, I was told that the church wanted to change.  And the big goal was to 
draw in young people.  And I thought they meant that my job was to lead this change.  It 
turned out that the leadership team who hired me thought my job was to preach and 
their job was to lead the change which they were doing by hiring me.  Well, it would be 
years before any of this confusion would get figured out.  And in the meantime there 
was lots of talking past each other and piles of hard feelings.  And one thing was for 
sure – there was no peace either for me or for the church. 
… 
Welcome again to Fort George.  If you are online we welcome you here as well.  And if 
you are new with us today, we’ve been in Proverbs over the summer and today we are 
bringing the series to a close with the question “How can I know God’s will for my life?” 
 
And Proverbs is a great spot to go for this because it’s all about the wisdom God gives 
us to navigate the difficult decisions we need to make; particularly when the options are 
not matters of right and wrong but better and worse.   
… 
We’ve got a selection of Proverbs to read again.  So would you stand with me as we 
come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord: 
 

The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their 
duplicity. (Proverbs 11:3) 
There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. (Proverbs 
14:12) 
 
The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful. 
(Proverbs 12:5) 
The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. (Proverbs 
12:15) 
The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. (Proverbs 
16:33) 
 
Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and He will establish your plans…  
In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps. 
(Proverbs 16:3;9) 

 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
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There is very little people want more than to know the will of God.  “God, is this the right 
person for me to hire?  Should I take this position?  How much freedom should I give 
my kids?  What major should I choose?  Is now the right time to buy a house?  Is this 
person the right one for me to marry?”  Everyone wants to know God’s will.   
 
And this desire is heightened by the promise that it’s possible to know God’s will and 
live inside His blessing.  So Paul writes: 

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life 
worthy of the Lord and please Him in every way. (Colossians 1:9-10) 

 
That’s what we want.  Right?  But as we stumble through life and things keep going 
differently than we plan no matter whether we pray about them or not, it’s east to get 
discouraged.  But God doesn’t want us to give up; He wants us to know His will.    
 
So today I want to look at two problematic questions we ask about God’s will that lead 
to discouragement.  And then we will end with the gospel and an ancient discernment 
tool for making godly choices.   
 
Just as an aside, if you’ve never taken notes before but wouldn’t mind know what God’s 
will is, then today wouldn’t be a bad day to start.  Here’s the outline: two problematic 
questions, then the gospel and a tool. 
… 
So the first problematic question we ask when it comes to God’s will is: “How do I figure 
out what God wants so I can get things to turn out well?”  You’ve probably wondered 
this at some point and perhaps you’ve even looked for an answer in scripture and come 
across texts like Proverbs 16 which says: 

Commit to the LORD whatever you do, 
    and He will establish your plans. (Proverbs 16:3) 

 
Now this sounds awesome.  Just pray about your plans and God will establish them.  
And that’s what we want.  We want to know what God wants us to do so that when we 
move in that direction we will end up in His blessing.   
 
So God, I’m trying to decide is it UBC or UNBC?  It’s the #1 ranked school or the #6 

ranked school in the province.  Well that probably doesn’t matter.  So it’s the weather – 
Vancouver and the ocean or six months of winter – it’s hard to decide.  I guess it comes 
down to ‘where can I hear Pastor Dan preach live?’  UNBC it is!  Great discernment! 
… 
It turns out, asking “How do I figure out what God wants so I can get things to turn out 
well is the wrong question, and Proverbs 16 actually means the very opposite to what 
we might think at first. 
 
So Proverbs doesn’t say “present the choice you are making to God in prayer and He 
will show you the path that is going to work out best.”  It doesn’t say that. 
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Instead, Proverbs says “Whatever you do, in everything you do, commit yourself to the 
Lord.  And when you do this God will make you into the kind of person who lives inside 
His will.”  So seek to honour God with everything you do and you will become the kind 
of person who is lead by His will.  And this message is consistent across Proverbs and 
all of scripture.  So a little earlier Solomon writes: 
 Trust in the LORD with all your heart 
     and lean not on your own understanding; 
  in all your ways submit to Him, 
     and He will make your paths straight.  (Proverbs 3:5-6)  
 
This means: “Whatever you do, in everything you do, give yourself to trusting in the 
Lord.  And when you do this then you will find yourself living inside His will and walking 
straight paths.   
 
Now do you see how different that is?  God’s guidance is available to us, but He doesn’t 
offer it so that we can make decisions that will turn out the way we want.  There is no 
promise for that.  Rather God guides us towards Himself because it is when we are 
close to Him that we are in His will whether things are working out or not.  
 
So when it comes to God’s will it’s not “Is it UBC or UNBC?”  Ultimately that doesn’t 
matter.  The real question is “How do I grow in my faith while I’m at school?  How can I 
honour Jesus in everything I do?”  If you are asking those questions, then you are 
committing everything you are doing to Him and you are in His will. 
… 
Okay fine you say.  But I’ve still go to make a decision about where to go to school.  So 
maybe it comes down to peace.  And here’s the second problematic question we ask 
when it comes to God’s plan for us: “Will I know I’m in God’s will if I have peace? Is 
peace the sign that you are in God’s will.” 
 
This is probably the most common thing I hear from people when they are talking about 
God’s will.  Peace is the sign they are doing the right thing, and a lack of peace is the 
sign that they shouldn’t do whatever is before them.  So do you want to help with 
Sunday school?  “Ahhh, I feel a lack of peace about that.”  And there are Bible verses to 
back this up.  So Paul writes: 

In every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

 
Simple right?  Just pray about it and if it’s good for you then you will get the peace of 
God that transcends all understanding.  That sounds awesome.  The only problem is it 
is a complete misunderstanding of everything the verse is actually saying. 
… 
A couple years back there was a young man in my office who was really interested in a 
pretty girl – that’s not so uncommon.  But what was interesting was that he was 
convinced she was God’s will for him because he had prayed about it and had peace.  
And he came to me to get counsel for how to get her to marry him.  The problem, of 
course, was that the girl wasn’t interested in him at all. 
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And here’s the thing with the feeling of peace.  Usually when we talk about this what we 
are actually doing is putting spiritual language on the desires in our own hearts.  It’s like 
if I said to Nikki, “I prayed about it and I have total peace that you should make taco 
salad for dinner instead of reheating the soup from the fridge.”   
 
What I feel would be best for me simply has nothing to do with God’s will.  And that’s 
because our feelings are not good indicators of what we should do.   
… 
Now here is what I’m not saying.  I’m not saying your feelings are wrong.  They aren’t.  
God made us with feelings so that we could really live.  If you have no feelings you’re a 
robot.  And peace is a wonderful feeling God wants for us.  But our feelings are affected 
by the circumstances we are in, they are not the sign of what we should do, nor are they 
evidence that we are in the will of God or not. 
 
I mean how do you think Paul felt as the ship was disintegrating, and he was in the 
open water in the middle of a storm for a third time?  He’s not singing kumbaya.   
 
Or for that matter how much peace did Jesus have while He was in the garden praying 
that God might take the cup away?  Luke tells us He was in anguish and was sweating 
blood.  Anguish is not peace.  Now hear this: Jesus knew exactly what God’s will was 
for Him, and He was completely inside it, and yet the result was anguish. 
 
So “Will I know I’m in God’s will if I have peace?  Is peace the sign that I am in God’s 
will?  No.  Wrong question.  The correct question is “How do I live for God’s glory in 
every situation I find myself in regardless of how I feel?”   
… 
But we still have to make a choice: UBC or UNBC?  And we want to know God’s will.  
So here we need the New Testament and the gospel.  Paul writes: 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His 
good, pleasing and perfect will. (Romans 12:2) 

 
So just like Proverbs said: get out of the world’s influence and run to God.  Let Him fill 
you with His Spirit. Let Him transform you by the renewing of your mind.  And when this 
happens you are going to know God’s will. 
 
Awesome.  But I wonder, are you nailing this?  Like raise your hand if your mind is 
totally renewed and you are completely avoiding all the patterns of this world.  Anybody 
here like that today?  Anybody living in complete delusion? 
 
No.  None of us are there.  The Bible says no one is righteous, not even one.  But the 
problem with this is that if the first part of the verse isn’t describing you, then the second 
part doesn’t apply.  If your mind isn’t totally renewed and you are more conformed to the 
pattern of this world than you should be, then of course you aren’t able to test and 
approve what God’s perfect will is!  You’re out of touch with God. 
… 
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Isn’t that discouraging?  Don’t you love it when the pastor is discouraging?  Well, here’s 
where the beauty of the gospel comes in.  You see God’s not surprized that you are 
falling short of His standard.  He knows.  And it’s true that this it means none of us are 
eligible for His guidance.  It’s only people who commit their ways to the Lord who live in 
His good, pleasing and perfect will - true.  The rest of us don’t deserve it.  And yet Jesus 
lets us into this anyway.  This is God’s way. 
… 
In Exodus God’s people were walking through the desert and He was guiding them.  He 
gave them His presence.  There was a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  And 
the people could follow Him and know they were in His will.  And that was in spite of the 
fact that Moses described them as a stiff necked and rebellious people.  They weren’t 
living God’s way, and yet God gave them His will.  Why?  The reason was because 
there was Another who would, one day, live God’s way on their behalf.   
 
And 1500 years later Jesus would be asleep in the stern of the boat in the middle of a 
storm.  And the water would be coming over the gunnels and His disciples thought they 
were going to drown.  And God wasn’t giving them any guidance in the storm.  And so 
they cried out “Don’t you care that we are going to die?”   
 
And Jesus got up and replied, “Where is your faith?”  And then Jesus, the only man who 
totally trusted God in everything, went to the cross and died on their behalf.  And at the 
cross God turned His back on Jesus.  Jesus went through the greatest storm anyone 
has ever faced without God’s presence.  And He did this so that we could go through 
the storms of life with God’s presence.   
 
Friends, Jesus took the separation from God that you and I deserve so that we can 
have the connecting with God that we desperately need but haven’t earned – that’s the 
gospel.  We can know God and His will.  And we can live in it because of what Jesus 
has done on our behalf.  Amen? 
… 
Now the question is will you submit to that?  Will you accept Jesus’ sacrifice on your 
behalf?  He has done what you can’t do.  He perfectly committed everything He did to 
God’s glory and yet He was cursed instead of blessed.  The Bible says “cursed is He 
who hangs on a tree.”  But He did this so that you and me, who have not committed 
everything we do to God’s glory, can still enjoy the blessing of being in God’s will.   
 
So will you respond to Jesus’ sacrifice?  Will you fall in love with the God who died for 
you?  Will you love Him?  If you will then something powerful will have happened in you.  
God won’t make you do His will, you will actually want to do it.   
 
You see, if you love Jesus, then you want to honour God with every decision in your life; 
you want to trust Him in every way.  And if this is you then, by the grace of God, you are 
in God’s will.  And from here you can learn to make wise choices. 
 
You see God’s will isn’t about knowing how things are going to work out.  God’s will is 
about living for His glory and making wise choices with the information you’ve got.  And 
it’s on this foundation that the 5-step Christian tradition of discernment was born.   
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Here’s step 1 – write this down.  Limit yourself to making 1 decision at a time.  Most 
often the choices in front of us involve a string of decisions.  But it’s hard to make a 
string of wise decisions.  So, limit yourself to 1 decision at a time.  Here’s an example: 
 
12 years ago, Nikki and I were discerning whether to leave Korea, return to Canada, 
and take a job at either Fort George or a church in Surrey.  But this is lots of questions.  
And so we first had to discern whether it was time to leave Korea.  Only once we made 
that decision could we decide where to move.  And Canada was the obvious place.  
That was easy.  But then we had to choose what job to take.  And there were two 
options, so we had to discern between them one at a time.   
 
And so first we looked at the church planting job in Surrey and discerned that it was not 
the right place for us.  And only after that did we tackle the question “Is it wise for us to 
take the job at Fort George Baptist church?”  And we discerned, through this 5-step 
process, that “yes it was.” 
… 
First, limit yourself to making 1 decision at a time – preferably one with a yes or no 
answer.  Do we leave Korea, yes or no.  Do we come to Canada, yes or no.  Do we 
work in Surrey?  Yes or no.  Do we work at Fort George yes or no.  One decision. 
 
Second, on a piece of paper list the fears associated with the decision you are making.  
Paul writes: 

God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-
discipline. (2 Timothy 1:7) 

 
Friends, fear comes from the enemy.  Fear never motivates us to make wise decisions.  
Now I’m not talking about the kind of fear you have when you are walking in the bush 
and hear a rustling sound and see a bear.  You should be afraid in that moment.  If you 
aren’t, you’re an idiot and the bear will take you out of the gene pool.  Thankyou Jesus. 
 
But I’m talking about the fear that we face when we have a decision in front of us.  And 
fear is always associated with the unknown.  So here are some fears I faced when 
choosing to come to Fort George.  Fear: “If I don’t take this job will I be offered another 
one?”  Fear: “Will the people at Fort George like me?”  Fear: “If things don’t work out at 
Fort George will we have to leave the city where our parents live?”  Fear: “Will the 
church change or will it stay the same?” 
 
And here’s the thing with fear.  It was impossible to know the answer to any of these 
questions.  They were all unknowns of the future.  And as such fear often lies below the 
surface and motivates our decisions.  And we even attach spiritual language to our 
fears in order to make them sound better – we use peace language.  “I don’t have 
peace about this, so I’m not going to do it.”  
 
But here’s the thing with fear, fear is only powerful when you don’t identify it.  There’s a 
boogie man in the closet when the lights are out, but when you turn them on it’s just 
socks.  And so by writing down all the fears associated with the decision – all the things 
you are worried may or may not happen – you can realize they are simply unknowable.  
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And when you realize this you can decide not to let something that might or might not 
happen dictate your decision.  “I choose not to be motivated by fear.”   
 
So make one decision at a time.  And second, write out everything you are afraid might 
happen.  Shine the light on your fears and expose them for what they are. 
… 
Third, write out a list of pros and cons.  And only facts can go on this list.  If you don’t 
know something for sure it can’t be a pro or a con, it can only be a fear.  So, should we 
come and pastor at Fort George?  Pro, it’s in the city where our family lives.  Pro, the 
church is very similar to the one I did my internship at.  Pro, there was a senior pastor 
here who was going to stay for a year and help the church transition. Con, there was no 
one at the church our age, no young families.  Con, Prince George does not have good 
ethnic food.  It’s getting better but these were some of the facts connected to our 
decision.  Write out the pros and cons. 
 
Fourth, make a decision based on the pros and cons and not your fears.  So for us, “It 
seemed wise that we take the job at Fort George.”  We didn’t know the future.  We 
didn’t know what would happen.  We didn’t know if we would survive the church, or the 
church would survive us.  But we made the best decision we could with the information 
available.  And that’s wisdom.  Don’t get stuck because you don’t know everything.  
Make a decision. 
 
But finally, fifth: submit your decision to a godly friend.  Proverbs says: 

Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed. (Proverbs 
15:22) 

 
Even with carefully weighing everything out the fact is that often we are too emotionally 
invested in our own life to see things clearly.  But our godly friends can see what we are 
blind to.  So tell your friend what you feel is wise and ask them to pray about it.  And 
then invite them to speak into your life.  You don’t have to do everything they say, but it 
would be wise to listen. 
 
And so Nikki and I talked to several mentors.  We laid out our plans and asked for their 
input.  And every one of them agreed that it seemed wise to come to Fort George.  That 
was almost 12 years ago, and it’s been an incredible ride. 
… 
Friends, if Jesus has saved you and covered your transgressions with His 
righteousness then you can grow in godliness and become the kind of person who is 
lead by His will.  So love Jesus – He loved you first.  And commit everything you do to 
Him.  And out of that make wise choices.   
 
There is no promise things will turn out the way you want, but God’s will isn’t about the 
way things turn out – God will take care of that.  Finding God’s will is about becoming 
the kind of person who knows Him and is growing to look more like Him.  And those are 
the kinds of people who find themselves living inside His will and walking straight paths. 


