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September 4, 2022 
Use this resource at home to guide your household’s daily devotions. 

Pray: Light a candle and open your devotion time with 
a prayer.  https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/prayers.php?id=160 

O God, from Your providing hand even the dissatisfied and 
grumbling receive what they need for their lives.  Teach us 
Your ways and lead us to practice your generosity, so that we 
may live a life worthy of the gospel made known through Your 
Son Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

Read: Read the key verse from Sunday’s reading. 

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.   
(Matthew 20:16) 

Re�lect: Reflect on the scripture summary. 
Talking about the workers in this parable, Caroline Lewis wrote1 

“They might indeed have accepted their pay and gone home happy 
that everyone got what they needed to make it another day. But few 
of us would be happy in a system of this kind of so-called justice. We 
shape our identities and our sense of worth by constantly comparing 
and contrasting ourselves with others. We want fairness and equality, 
when it serves our interest, but not if it means that we all get the 
same prize in the end. Where is the reward in that?” 

Instead, Jesus invites us to shape our identities and our sense of 
worth by the love that God has shown us in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. 

Connect: Connect in conversation with others in your 
household.  

What was a high point of your day? What was a low point? 

Which is better: Getting what you deserve or getting what you 
need?  Why?   

Jesus said, “So the last will be first, and he first will be last.”  Is 
that Good News?  Why or Why not? 

When have you found your status changed from 'last' to 'first?' 
How did you react? 

For the littles: Jesus died for us.  It wasn’t fair.  It was how we 
know what love is. 

Bless: Close your devotion with a blessing. 

May the God who shows His love for us this way: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us, be near to you this day.   

 

Do: By acting on what we learn, we make God’s word 
come alive. Do the following activity this week. 

Help someone go from being “last” to being “first.” 
 

Go Deeper: Pay special attention to what God brings 
to your attention as you read the daily readings. 

Sunday, Matthew 20:1-16, The Kingdom of Heaven is Like. . . 
Monday, Ephesians 2:1-10, Saved by Grace through Faith 
Tuesday, Ephesians 2:11-13, Who We Were and Who We Are  
Wednesday, Romans 12:1-3, Be a Living Sacrifice 
Thursday, Philippians 3:4-14, That I May Gain Christ 
Friday, Luke 9:22-25, Take Up Your Cross 
Saturday, Matthew 20:20-28, How to Get Ahead in Life 
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