
 
First United Church 

 
 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

How might a Christian Respond to this purpose in these uncertain days? 
 
Prelude                                        Allegro                                Thomas Arne (1710-1760) 
                                                     Elegy                                             G. T. Thalban - Ball 
 

 
Territorial and Treaty Acknowledgement  
Welcome and Announcements                                                               Lee Willingham 
 

• (Congregation is invited to stand as they are able) 

 

• Introit: What does the Lord Require of You                                                      VU 701 
 
1 What does the Lord require of you? 
 What does the Lord require of you? 
 
2 Justice, kindness, 
 walk humbly with your God. 
 
3 To seek justice, and love kindness, 
 and walk humbly with your God. 

 

• Procession of the Light and Word 
 

• Call to Worship            Affirmation of Hope                                                     VU 656 
 

All:  We affirm our hope that a new day is dawning upon us. 
Leader: We affirm our vision of a new heaven and a new earth. 
ALL: We affirm our hope that a new day is dawning upon us. 
Leader: We affirm our belief that the love of God which is greater than all understanding 
has the power to unite us, to participate in the creation of a new world. 
ALL: We affirm our hope that a new day is dawning upon us. 
Leader: We affirm the hope that turns suffering into a creative process. 
ALL: We affirm our hope that a new day is dawning upon us. 
Leader: We affirm the hope that enables us to act. 
ALL: God, we hope: help us to hope together. 
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Introduction to Partnership with Martin Luther University College and Fall Themes 
(Lee ) 
 
• Opening Hymn:  All Creatures of Our God and King                                          VU 217 
 
1 All creatures of our God and King, 
 lift up your voice and with us sing: 
  hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 Bright burning sun with golden beam, 
 soft shining moon with silver gleam, 
  sing praises, sing praises, 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
2 O rushing winds and breezes soft, 
 O clouds that ride the winds aloft, 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 O rising morn, in praise rejoice; 
 O lights of evening, find a voice: 
  sing praises, sing praises, 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
3 Earth, ever fertile, day by day 
 brings forth rich blessings on our way: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 The flowers and fruits that verdant grow, 
 let them God's glory also show: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
4 And everyone of tender heart, 
 forgiving others, take your part: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 All who long pain and sorrow bear, 
 praise God and yield up all your care: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
5 Let all things their Creator bless, 
 and worship God in humbleness: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
 Praise God eternal, praise the Son, 
 and praise the Spirit, three in one: 
  sing praises, hallelujah! 
  hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
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Old Testament Reading:  Micah 6: 6-8                                      reader: Rick Heemskerk 
 
With what shall I come before the LORD 
    and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? 
To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly[a] with your God. 
 
Members of the Congregation Respond with questions and hopes 
 
 - Theme Conversation on Climate Change:  Sharon Gowland 
 
• Psalm 147: Part 1, VU 868-869                                               reader:  Rick Heemskerk 
Refrain: Sing to God in great thanksgiving. 
 
How good it is to sing praises to God, 
 how pleasant to laud the Most High. 
You are building Jerusalem, O God, 
and gathering the scattered exiles of Israel. 
 You are healing the broken-hearted, 
 and binding up their wounds. 
You count the number of the stars, 
and call them all by their names. 
 Great are you, O God, and mighty your power; 
 yes, and your wisdom is infinite. 
You raise up the lowly, 
 and bring down the wicked to dust.  R 
 
Sing to God in thanksgiving; 
make music on the harp to our God, 
 who covers the sky with clouds, who prepares rain for the earth, who makes the 
hills green with grass. 
You give the cattle their food, 
and the young ravens when they cry. 
 You set no store by the power of a horse, 
 nor by the strength of a warrior's thighs. 
But your delight is in those who revere you, 
 in those who rely on your mercy.  R 
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 - Theme Conversation on Civic Responsibility: Nancy Lennox 
 
Ministry of Music  Be Thou My Vision                                  Arr. Richard Walters 
    Laura Pudwell, soloist 
 
New Testament Reading:  Mark 12:13-17                                 reader: Rick Heemskerk 
13 Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his 
words. 14 They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity. 
You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you 
teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the imperial tax[a] to 
Caesar or not? 15 Should we pay or shouldn’t we?” 
But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. “Why are you trying to trap me?” he asked. “Bring me a 
denarius and let me look at it.” 16 They brought the coin, and he asked them, “Whose 
image is this? And whose inscription?” 
“Caesar’s,” they replied. 
17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’s.” 
 
 - Theme Conversation on Mental Health: Cathie Savage 
  
• Hymn:  For Truth and Healing in This Land          Tune: VU 659 MELITA 
  

Great Spirit, Holy One, we pray 
 For strength and courage in our day 
 To right the wrongs so long denied. 
 May justice, love, and hope abide.   
 Help us to act, to take a stand 
 For truth and healing in this land. 
 
 The deeds of others from days past 
 Have consequences that still last- 
  Injustice, poverty, neglect, 
 So many deep hurts we regret. 
 Help us to act, to take a stand 
 For truth and healing in this land. 
 
 For broken hearts and shattered lives, 
 For futures never actualized,  
 For evil and abusive deeds, 
 For hurt and pain and unmet needs. 
 Forgive us, help us change and stand 
 For truth and healing in this land. 
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 We cannot hide, we cannot run 
 Away from all the evils done. 
 But we can live a different way 
 To change and reconcile today 
 So all that live across this land 
 Find truth and healing, hand in hand.  

- Joanne Purchase 
 
 -Theme Conversation on Welcoming the Stranger: Greg Case 
 
 
Ministry of Music            God is My Shepherd                                                A. Dvorak 
     Laura Pudwell, soloist 
 
Congregational Response to Themes 
Leader:  You were called here to worship, and now you are just as surely called into the 
world to share the love of God with your neighbours, opening your heart to them, 
whoever they may be, wherever they may be found, just as Jesus did. 
ALL: Our God has blessed us with power and responsibility. 
We give thanks for our blessings. 
Our God has called on us to defend the meek and protect the truth. 
We seek wisdom to do what is right. 
We raise our voices with joy and gladness, anticipating with hope the challenges 
that lie ahead.  
 
Responding, a Time of Offering    
           
Call to Prayer          O God, Hear My Prayer                                                         VU 948 
 
O God, hear my prayer, O God, hear my prayer: when I call answer me. 
O God, hear my prayer, O God, hear my prayer: come and listen to me. 
 
 
Prayers of the People                                                                              Lee Willingham 
 
The summer has flown by, 
The days are already shorter, the nights cooler. 
On this Labour Day Sunday, we pray to you, Lord: 
help us continue to notice the beauty all around us. 
As our calendars fill up and the summer holiday life comes to a close, help us to 
schedule time for you in our busy lives. 
When we are able, help us to offer a smile, a hug, a meal, or a ride to those of us who 
are struggling. 
As the teachers, students, and parents face the back-to-school season, bless them with 
courage, patience, and wisdom. 
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We pray for those among us who, especially at this time of year, are challenged by 
illness, loneliness, or uncertain times. 
As we embark on a new fall season, and as we explore how Christians can build 
relationships and live God’s transforming love, we ask for insight, clarity, and purpose. 
We offer these and all of our silent prayers to you, as we join together in the sacred 
prayer that Jesus taught us, “Our Father…” 
 

• Sending Hymn: When Hands Reach Out                                                  MV 169 
1. When hands reach out beyond divides  

and hope is truly found, 
each chain of hate will fall away 
and bells of peace shall sound, 
and bells of peace, of peace shall sound, 
and bells of peace shall sound, 
each chain of hate will fall away 
and bells of peace shall sound. 
 

2. When fear no longer guides our steps 
and days of war are done, 
God’s dream for all shall live anew; 
our hearts will heal as one, 
our hearts will heal, will heal as one, 
our hearts will heal as one, 
God’s dream for all shall live anew; 
our hearts will heal as one. 
 

3. When race and creed blind us no more, 
a neighbour’s face we’ll see, 
and we shall dance the whole world round, 
for love will set us free, 
for love, yes love will set us free, 
for love will set us free, 
and we shall dance the whole world round, 
for love will set us free. 

 

• Benediction and Sending Forth:  VU 648 - Prayer for the Journey (Lee) 
 
God of the Way, you are the road we travel, and the sign we follow; you are bread 
for the journey, and the wine of arrival. Guide us as we follow in your way, holding 
on to each other, reaching out to your beloved world. And when we stray, seek us 
out and find us, set our feet on the path again, and lead us safely home. 
 

• Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen                                                                        VU 974 

• Recession of the Light and Word 
Postlude Little Prelude and Fugue in B-flat                                                   Krebs (?) 
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