
Attitude - 26th June, 2022. 

In 1320, Dante wrote his ‘Divine Comedy’, in 

which he describes an inscription at the gates 

of Hell, which said, ’Abandon hope all ye who 

enter here.’ 

I remember a Naval Chaplain who thought that 

some very snooty senior officers who used to 

come to church on Sunday should be brought 

down a peg or two, so he put up a notice 

outside his church which read, ‘Abandon rank, 

all ye who enter here.’ 

I think we should have a sign over our door 

that says, ‘Abandon ego and attitude all ye who 

enter here.’  I might be tempted to add a 

second sentence - ‘and when you go home, don’t 

pick them up again.’ 

For some reasons, that I will not dwell on now, 

I have been thinking about how we approach 

church both collectively and individually. 

Our readings also give me reinforcement on 

our attitudes and how much we let our egos 

affect our relationship with God. 

Let’s just look at the readings in the most 

superficial way to start with. 

Elisha may be the most faithful of Elijah’s 

disciples, but he is into power too; ‘Let me 

have twice what you’ve got!’  ‘ I want to be 

even greater than you are.’  Do I detect a 

little ego creeping in here? 
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I think that the Psalm is fairly safe from 

hubris, but then we have to look very carefully 

at Paul’s caution to the Galatians. 

When people preach on this text, they more 

often than not put on their pink-tinted glasses, 

and go into a soft rosy cloud as they drift 

comfortably through the fruits of the Spirit - 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, goodness, and self-control - all 

feel-good attributes to which we should 

aspire. 

But less often do we get to look at the dark 

side, of which the fruits are the obverse - 

sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, 

idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy, 

rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions, 

envy, drunkenness, orgies - and so on. 

Don’t worry, I’m not going to go into the nitty 

gritty of all of our favourite pastimes, but 

would draw our attention to the fact that 

almost all of them are self-absorbed or self-

centred - all about what I can get for my 

pleasure or satisfaction. 

As part of my training I have had to do 

courses in conflict resolution, and a big part of 

that is recognizing when conflict is building up, 

and heading it off at the pass, so to speak, 

before it has a chance to become a huge ugly 

monster.  It is also about listening to the 
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other’s point of view, and recognizing that 

there may occasionally be the faintest 

possibility that I may occasionally be wrong 

and the other person right.  This is where an 

arbiter or third party with no axe to grind is 

helpful as a mediator. 

Those who always want their own way are, in 

reality, bullies, and will one day find someone 

who stands up to them and says, “No”.  It can 

be said in love, but it still needs to be said. 

Let’s look here at our gospel. 

Jesus makes what sounds like a rather 

plaintive and - on the surface appearance - 

self-pitying comment; ‘Foxes have holes and 

birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has no place to lay his head.’ 

However, remember that this is in response to 

a statement from a man who says to him, “I 

will follow you wherever you go.” 

Jesus is saying that to follow him is to forsake 

the creature comforts that even foxes and 

birds have, and live a life on the road, 

accepting whatever hospitality is available, and 

camping rough when there is none. 

Each subsequent excuse that is given - to bury 

a father, to say ‘goodbye’ to the family - 

seems totally reasonable, but what it says is 

that ‘my needs come before any demands of 

God’ - and that is what Jesus is highlighting. 
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It’s a bit like saying - when we pray - ‘God, 

please help me to stop chasing after my 

neighbours wife’, or ‘please help me to stop 

smoking/drinking/gambling - but not just yet, 

because it’s such fun!’ 

We have, in AA, a 12-step programme, as many 

of you may know, and step 6 is that we are 

‘entirely ready to have God remove our 

shortcomings’, and step 7 is to ‘humbly ask him 

to remove them .’ 

Do you see the huge chasm between these two 

steps?  Most people, in their prayers, get them 

the wrong way around, and ask God to make 

them better people before they are actually 

ready to become better people. 

Still others just miss out the step 6 entirely, 

and are never actually ready to become better 

people - they just think that asking God is the 

right thing to do.  They are my ‘not just yet’ 

people. 

Others again think they can’t possibly become 

better people - because they are just fine as 

they are - the Pharisees amongst us; and then 

there are the sad people who think they are so 

bad they can never be changed, and they are 

doomed to hell for eternity. 

To the last I would say that any hell they are 

doomed to is of their own making, because if 

God is not capable of improving all our lives - 

however ghastly we may have been or think we 
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have been, then God is not God - or the God of 

your understanding is way too small and 

pathetic in your mind. 

I have covered a whole lot of attitudes in the 

last few minutes, but there is one more that I 

would like to single out for extinction - and it 

is arrogance.  Arrogance, in the sense of 

superiority, which is distinct from pride.  If 

you define ‘pride’ as a sense of deep 

satisfaction in your achievements or in 

another’s, then that is not - in my view - wrong, 

or ‘sinful’ (if you must use that word).  

‘Arrogance’ is an attitude of overweening pride 

in oneself as quite above others; it is conceit, 

hubris, self-importance, and egotism.  It 

carries with it a sense of entitlement, to which 

others should implicitly defer.  It is, 

essentially, the attitude of a bully - and has 

been manifest by dictators all over the world, 

and is only too evident in the personalities of 

those such as Putin and Trump - and their 

besotted followers. 

Unfortunately, we cannot entirely escape the 

stain ourselves, as it has also been the 

attitude of  the forces of colonization all over 

the world, and the religions that supported 

them.  We may have to share that imputed 

shame - but we do not have to share in that 

attitude - we must be better than that. 
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Sadly, too, that arrogance and bullying tactics 

are often found within dysfunctional families.  

Too often I have heard people say of their 

families that ‘so-and-so was a tyrant, a bully, 

handy with his or her fists, always squashed 

any ideas coming from anyone else, crushed 

the spirit out of them’.  These stories are 

nothing less than stories of abuse - emotional, 

spiritual, physical - and usually financial as 

well. 

I have to say I have seen this sort of 

behaviour in sections of my own larger family, 

and seen the misery that it causes. 

It may come as a surprise to you, but it only 

takes one person to say, “No!”, or “Enough!”, to 

halt such an individual for a moment.  It may 

not be enough - but it is a very courageous 

thing to do, and bullies don’t expect it.  Say it 

with God’s power, and you may be surprised 

the effect is has. 

I always remember the moment that Jesus 

was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, 

and bunch of thugs came out to intimidate him 

in the party of the chief priests and elders.  

Jesus asks them who they are looking for (in 

John’s gospel), and they say, ‘Jesus of 

Nazareth’; Jesus says, “I am he”, and they 

draw back and fall to the ground. 

In Luke’s gospel account, Jesus stops a fight 

between his disciples and the guards with, “No 

more of this!” 
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There is nothing in any of the gospels that 

tells us that Jesus was in any way a huge, 

ripped man, or of commanding height or had an 

especially loud voice - yet his word carried 

immense power. 

When we ask for the gifts of the Spirit that 

we have read about today, we should - perhaps 

- also ask, a bit like Elisha, for the power of 

Jesus - of God - to use those gifts 

appropriately. 

I dare to venture that none of here is without 

some fear of some kind, and courage to 

overcome that fear may not seem very easy to 

come by.  Certainly, in human terms, it can be 

pretty scary to face down a bully or abuser, 

but as we say in our Serenity prayer - ‘…grant 

me the courage to change the things I can…’ 

Here we are invoking God’s help - and that will 

never let us down. 

I suggest that before you go home today, you 

do two things; one is that when you come to 

receive communion, you silently ask for God’s 

courage to face the demons in your life, and 

that you bundle them up with all the unhelpful, 

selfish, and harmful attitudes in your life, and 

toss them mentally into the large garbage bag 

that I have deliberately left for you at the 

side of the labyrinth.  You’ll see it’s pretty full 

already - those are just mine!   
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I am going to the tip later - I’ll get rid of them 

for you - in Jesus’ name. 
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