
  

 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 4, 2022   

9:30 AM Worship 

We are so glad you are here with us this morning.  We pray that you will meet God in 
worship and that your faith will be strengthened as you prepare to go out into the world 
in the coming week.  If you are a guest in worship this morning, we invite you to fill out 
a Welcome Card, which can be found in the pew rack.  Once completed, please place in 
the offering plate in the narthex and we will be in touch with you! And please join us 
again!   

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s 
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour 
to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own.  
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WORSHIP NOTES  
The season of Pentecost is the longest season of the church year, which is why we have 
come to call it ‘ordinary time.’  And yet there is nothing ordinary about how this season 
begins – with the festival of Pentecost – the third major festival of the church year when 
we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the disciples and the birth of the 
church.  The color for this festival is red, but the color for the season of Pentecost is 
green.   
The season of Pentecost is said to be a season of growing, hence the green color and the 
tree and leaves of the dossal curtain that adorns the sanctuary during this season of the 
church year.  In the season of Pentecost, we grow in our understanding of how God is at 
work in the world around us and how we are invited and called into that work. 
The season of Pentecost continues into the fall where a few minor festivals appear – 
Reformation Sunday, All Saints’ Sunday and Chris the King Sunday – before we end 
the church year and walk into the season of Advent. 
 
 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your 
prayers: Bob Moran, Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, David Mounts, Leah Crater,  
Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Kathy Reese, Andrew Robison,  Hailey Mientus,  
Loretta Diehl, Kassondra Sowden, Silas Reed, Ruth Jadick, Alexis, Andrew, baby 
Valerie Porter, Pat Ernst, Janet Stees, Willie Herbst, Bob Peterman and Joan Miller. 
 
 
 
Names are kept on the prayer list for three weeks unless specifically requested by the 
family or for those struggling through long-term illness or treatment. If you would like 
to add a name to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 215-234-4888 or 
stj.stown@verizon.net. 
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+ GATHERING + 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE  All The Way My Savior Leads Me – setting by Lloyd Larson 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE TRINITY CANDLE 
St. John’s is a community that is 
Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 
We begin our worship in the name of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 
HYMN ELW 667 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said   vs. 1 and 4 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the 
table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our 
neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in 
granting pardon and mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  ELW 408 Come, Thou Almighty King 
 
Come, thou almighty King, 
help us thy name to sing; 
help us to praise; 
Father all-glorious, 
o'er all victorious, 
come and reign over us, 
Ancient of Days. 
 
Come, holy Comforter, 
thy sacred witness bear 
in this glad hour! 
Thou who almighty art, 
rule now in ev'ry heart, 
never from us depart, 
Spirit of pow'r. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, 
begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by 
your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 
 
 
FIRST READING: Philemon 1-21 
 
At the conclusion of the reading: 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 14:25-33 
 
At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please be seated. 

 
SERMON                                                                                    Rev. Becky Schanely 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 1004 Faith Begins by Letting Go 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING Offertory in B Minor – Colin Mawby 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 

 
OFFERTORY  ELW 467 We Place Upon Your Table, Lord 
 
We place upon your table, Lord, 
where you by grace have bid us dine, 
these tokens of our daily work, 
the food of life, the bread and wine. 
 
Within these simple things there lie 
the height and depth of human life: 
our pain and tears, our thoughts and toils, 
our hopes and fears, our joy and strife. 
 
Accept them, Lord; they come from you; 
we take them humbly from your hand; 
put these your gifts to higher use: 
the holy meal that you command. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.  As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of 
all, in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 
 

+ WE FEAST AT GOD’S TABLE + 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks and praise to God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet. 
 
WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 
Communion will be shared continuously.  Please come forward down the center aisle 
and return to your seat by the side aisle.  You will receive the bread from the pastor and 
then be invited to take a pre-filled cup from the tray held by the communion assistant.  
Wine is in the clear cups and grape juice is in the purple cups.  Empty cups can be 
placed in the bowls at the end of the first pew as you return to your seat.  All are 
welcome! 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know 
your love.  This we pray in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 
 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE + 
 

Please be seated. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please rise in body or spirit. 
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BENEDICTION 

The God of peace, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN ELW 840 Now Thank We All Our God 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    To God be the Glory – setting by Cindy Berry 
 
The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, 
copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless 
otherwise noted, are covered under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are 
Public Domain. Copyright 2022.   

 
 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
Monday, Sept. 5  Labor Day—Office Closed 
Wednesday, Sept. 8  Hoagie Orders Due 
Saturday, Sept. 10  8AM Church Clean Up Day, part 2 
 
Sunday, Sept 11  9:30am Worship  - Remembering 9/11 
    11AM Third Year Confirmation Learning 
 
St. John’s Clean Out Days (Part 2)—It’s time to clean out some of our storage areas 
within the church and WE NEED HELP!  Many hands make for lighter work, so join 
the fun and come out to help—Saturday, September 10th starting at 8am.  See you there. 
 
The “Great Songs of the Faith” choir will be rehearsing at St. John’s on Tuesday 
nights this fall.  This choir is open to the community, so if anyone from St. John’s would 
like to join them, they begin rehearsing on Tuesday, September 20 at 7 PM in the 
sanctuary.  For more information, please contact Lawrence Loughery 
at lloughery@wordfm.org.  
 

mailto:lloughery@wordfm.org
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Nursery Available Soon!  A fully staffed nursery is coming back to St. John’s, but 
we need adult and teen volunteers to help staff it. We have recently added a monitor to 
the nursery, so volunteers and those in the nursery can follow along with the service.  If 
you would be interested in being added to the rotating schedule to serve in the nursery, 
please contact the church office or click the link available in the weekly email. 
 
POP – a new small group for Parents Of Preschoolers.  If you’ve got a little one 
between the ages of 2-5, you are invited to join us for conversation and support on 
Saturday, October 8 at 9 AM.  The nursery will be open and staffed during this event – 
if you will need to utilize the nursery for your kids, please sign your children up by 
emailing Pastor Becky (pastorbecky74@gmail.com)  so we can be sure we have enough 
supplies on hand for all children.  

Pringle Cans with Lids Needed  Our  Faith Formation team is in need of Pr ingles 
cans with lids (large or small). The empty Pringle cans can be dropped off in the church 
office through September 11th. 
 
Heavenly Helper Hoagies—September hoagies will be the last of the year, please order 
yours by September 8th (pick up 9/15). Contact Elaine Keller 
(elaineakeller@comcast.net) or sign up on the sheet outside PB’s office to get your 
delicious hoagie while supporting the Heavenly Helpers on their next mission trip. 
Contact Elaine for information on how you can pitch in and help! 
 
Heavenly Helper Raffle Fundraiser—In order to not raise prices for the hoagies, we 
are having a raffle to help with the extra costs of ingredients this year.  The baskets are 
on display at church (baskets will be at St. Mark’s Aug. 21 and 28, St. Mark’s baskets 
will be on display here Labor Day Sunday, Sept. 4th). Raffle tickets are available from 
Elaine Keller or on hoagie pick up days.  The drawing will happen at the St. Mark’s 
Community Days on Saturday September 3rd. 
 
Blood Drive  Fr iday, September  30th from 1-6pm at St. John’s.  We will be hosting a 
second blood drive on Friday, October 21st from 1-6pm. Sign up at 
www.redcrossblood.org  There is a cr itical need for  blood donations.  Please give, 
if you can. 
 
Tuesday Noon Recitals at Church of the Holy Spirit–  Tuesdays in September will 
feature American Guild of Organists in lunchtime recitals.  This Tuesday will feature 
Vincent Ryan. For more information visit www.chuchoftheholyspirit.us.  

College Student Addresses Wanted!  Please send updated college student addresses 
in to pastorbecky74@gmail.com or call the office.  We want to stay in touch. 

mailto:pastorbecky74@gmail.com


11 

 

Worship Attendance 
8/28/2022 – In Person– 48  Zoom - 17 households 

Giving Amounts Total received 
between  

8/15-28/2022 

Amount Needed 
between  

8/15-28/2022 
General Fund $10,042.94 $11,742 

Building Fund $138.76   

Weekly average is based on the 2022 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 
reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 
building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 
electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  
8/15-28/2022 

$445 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 259,890.65 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 
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SERVING THIS SUNDAY 
 

Thank you to our volunteers for assisting with worship today! 
 

Brian Gegan and the Carlin Family, A/V team 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Tony Aleide, President/ Staff Support 
Joyce Foesig, Vice President/ Outreach 

Sheila Hercek, Secretary/Member Engagement 
Bob Conrad, Finance 

Travis Hobson, Marketing & Communication 
John Hovanec, Property 

Barry Long, Worship and Music 
Lori Pierce, Faith Formation 

Braden Pierce, Faith Formation 
 

STAFF 
 

Rev. Rebecca L. Schanely, Pastor   
(pastorbecky74@gmail.com, 215-234-4580) 

 
Vikki Shelor, Office Administrator   (stj.stown@verizon.net) 

 
Ben Modica, Musician (bmod7@comcast.net) 

 
Michele Peart, Bookkeeper 

Jamie Nonkovic, Coordinator of Children’s Faith Formation 
Bob Ernst, Facilities Manager 

 Michael Herm, Treasurer  
 

3104 Main Street, Green Lane, PA  18054       
215-234-4888 (phone) 215-234-0825 (fax)     

www.stjsumneytown.org (web) 
stj.stown@verizon.net (email) 


