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Brothers and sisters, the Gospel tells us that “great multitudes accompanied Jesus” 
(Lk 14:25). But you know that following Jesus is not easy. Luke’s Gospel reminds 
us of how demanding that commitment can be. We should realize that Luke sets 
out those demands within his account of Jesus’ ascent to Jerusalem. He starts with 
the parable of the banquet to which everyone is invited. And he concludes with the 
three “parables of mercy”. For us as Christians, our sacrifices only make sense in 
the light of the joyful celebration of our encounter with Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus’ first demand has to do with family relationships. The new life the Lord 
holds out to us seems troubling and scandalously unjust to those who think that 
entry into the kingdom of heaven can be limited or reduced only to bonds of blood, 
belonging in a particular group or particular culture. When “family” becomes the 
decisive criterion for what we consider right and good, we end up justifying and 
even “consecrating” practices that lead to the culture of privilege and exclusion. 
The Master demands that we see beyond this. He says this clearly: anyone 
incapable of seeing others as brothers or sisters, of showing sensitivity to their 
lives and situations regardless of their family, cultural or social background  
“cannot be my disciple” (Lk 14:26). His devoted love is a free gift given to all and 
meant for all. 
 
Jesus’ second demand shows us how hard it is to follow him if we seek to identify 
the kingdom of heaven with our personal agenda or our attachment to an ideology. 
This demand encourages us not to manipulate and reduce the Gospel message, but 
instead to build history in fraternity and solidarity, in complete respect for the earth 
and its gifts, as opposed to any form of exploitation. It encourages us to practise 
“dialogue as the path; mutual cooperation as the code of conduct;  
mutual understanding as the method and standard” (Document on Human 
Fraternity, Abu Dhabi, 4 February 2019). It incites us not to be tempted by 
teachings that fail to see that the wheat and the chaff must grow together until the 
return of the Master of the harvest (cf. Mt 13:24-30). 
 
Finally, how difficult it can be to share the new life that the Lord offers us when 
we are continually driven to self-justification, because we think that everything 
depends exclusively on our efforts and resources! Jesus’ demand is that we 
rediscover how to be grateful and to realize that, much more than a personal 
triumph, our life and our talents are the fruit of a gift (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 55), 
created by God through the silent interplay of so many people whose names we 
will only know in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 



 

 
With these three demands, the Lord wants to prepare his disciples for the 
celebration of the coming of the kingdom of God, and to free them from the 
dangerous obstacle that, in the end, is one of the worst forms of enslavement: 
living only for oneself. It is the temptation to fall back into our little universe, and 
it ends up leaving little room for other people. The poor no longer enter in, we no 
longer hear the voice of God, we no longer enjoy the quiet joy of his love, we are 
no longer eager to do good… Many people, by shutting themselves up in this way, 
can feel “apparently” secure, yet they end up becoming bitter, always complaining 
and insensitive. This is no way to live a full and dignified life; it is not God’s will 
for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit that has its source in the heart of the risen 
Christ (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 2). 
 
With these demands, the Lord, as he walks towards Jerusalem, asks us to lift our 
gaze, to adjust our priorities and, above all, to make room for God to be the centre 
of our life. As we look around us, how many men and women, young people and 
children are suffering and in utter need! This is not part of God’s plan. How 
urgently Jesus calls us to die to our self-centredness, our individualism and our 
pride! In this way, we can allow the spirit of fraternity to triumph – a spirit born 
from the pierced side of Jesus Christ, in which we are born as God’s family – and 
in which everyone can feel loved because understood, accepted and appreciated in 
his or her dignity. “In the face of contempt for human dignity, we often remain 
with arms folded or stretched out as a sign of our frustration before the grim power 
of evil. Yet we Christians cannot stand with arms folded in indifference, or with 
arms outstretched in helplessness. No. As believers, we must stretch out our hands, 
as Jesus does with us” (Homily for the World Day of the Poor, 18 Nov 2018). 
 
The Word of God invites us to set out once more, daring to take this qualitative 
leap and to adopt this wisdom of personal detachment as the basis for social justice 
and for our personal lives. Together we can resist all those forms of idolatry that 
make us think only of the deceptive securities of power, career, money and of the 
search for human glory. The demands that Jesus sets before us cease to be 
burdensome as soon as we begin to taste the joy of the new life that he himself sets 
before us. It is the joy born of knowing that he is the first to seek us at the 
crossroads, even when we are lost like the sheep or the prodigal son. Let us commit 
ourselves and let us make the Lord’s plans our own. 
 


