
Newsletter - September 2022 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping people grow in their faith, one step at a 
time. We believe people do this by encountering God in his living word, through prayer, and in 
community with other believers. 

New here? We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in your details on the back of 
this newsletter, place it in the offering bag and one of our team will contact you. Alternatively send 
an email to pastor@wpcrc.org.au and we will get in contact with you. 

Prayer: We have several places in our worship service where we pray. We would also love to pray 
with you after the service. If you would like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main 
auditorium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with you. 

Community: We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellowship. We would love to 
meet you and get to know you more. We have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents 
with infants. During school terms we  also run a Sunday School program before the church service 
for high school aged children and during the church service for primary school aged children. 

Groups: We have a number of growth groups that meet throughout the week to pray for people, 
gather around God’s word, and care for one another. If you would like to join a group, please 
contact pastor Chris (pastor@wpcrc.org.au). 

mailto:pastor@wpcrc.org.au


   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Springtime Newness 
  
Despite the wild weather we experienced during August, Springtime is finally year. Normally spring is 
a time of year where we think about new things. New life. New flower buds. New leaves on the trees. 
Lambs in the paddocks. Babies being born. In fact, we are all very much looking forward to meeting 
Riaan and Larissa’s baby boy this September! As I think of these seasons in life, two thoughts come to 
mind. 
  
Seasons are normal 
Seasons are normal. God has shaped the world around rhythms. He has given us times and seasons. 
Seasons of rest and seasons of work. Seasons of pruning and seasons of growth. Seasons of broken-
ness and seasons of healing. It is right to thank God for these various seasons in life because he uses 
these seasons to shape us and mould our spirits. Now this means that we should not despair when we 
are in a dry season spiritually. We don’t need to get upset when we think of a previous time in our lives 
when we were growing massively spiritually, but when we reflect on our lives now, we see hardly any 
growth. That is normal. It seems to me that in God’s timing, growth needs to be consolidated through 
periods that may look like dryness. The key is to keep trusting in God when he feels far away. Keep 
relying on him, even though you ache for the days when you felt his presence every day. Here I am 
reminded of Psalm 42-43 where the psalmist recalls the times in his life when he used to be close to 
God, when he could go to the temple and worship freely, but that now he couldn’t. His response is to 
talk to his soul and say “Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my Saviour and my God.” In the 
dry periods talk to your soul. 
  
Seasons aren’t always normal 
Even as I write all these words about spring and the new life that accompanies it, I am looking out of 
my window at the sodden waterlogged soil in my garden. The amount of rain we have had over Au-
gust has been incredible, and the wet season seems to have overwhelmed my garden to the point 
where the roots of my plants seem to be rotting! Seasons are normal, but seasons aren’t always nor-
mal. God has set in place a normal rhythm for how things should work, but because of sin, this pattern 
is also broken. It is the same reason why when we work hard, we generally get a good outcome, but 
not always. Sometimes hard work isn’t rewarded. The system of wisdom God has set out in creation 
was broken when sin came into the world. But God has already sent the solution. When Jesus dies on 
the cross, he dies for our sin yes, but he dies to start setting the world to right. All of creation groans 
under the weight of sin, but Jesus’s work starts the recreation work that will one day make the creation 
no longer grown. That is good news for my plants in springtime, but it is much better news for you. 
One day all things will again be completely made right. On this day, for all who trust in Jesus, “The 
trumpet shall sound, and the Lord shall descend, and even so it is well with my soul”. I look forward to 
that! 



Every month we will be adding one of 
Janette’s poems from her book "Patches 
of Godlight" in the Newsletter.  If anyone 
is interested in a copy of the book, it is 
available from her for $25.00 . 



Session Chair’s monthly update for August 2022 

The purpose of this update each month is to keep everyone abreast of all the ministries and 

activities taking place among our church family. If there are additional things you would like 

to share, that would be great! - please drop an email to Michelle. 

 

PASTOR CHRIS 

Training and Equipping 

Chris continued training the deacons through the “Faith Working through Love” course, and 

the elders and pastoral carers in “Gospel Centred Counselling”. Chris ran the Growth Group 

leaders training jointly with Peter Williams and ran the “Setting Up Your Home for Spiritual 

Success” course online. He attended a ministry leadership training seminar at Ridley 

College. 

Pastoral Care 

Chris made pastoral visits to 12 people during the month. He also twice conducted one on 

one discipleship and ran/attended a Growth Group twice. Chris also baptised Caleb Viljoen. 

Ministry Development 

Chris met with his ministry mentor, Pieter Tuit, ran the Pastoral Care meeting and attended 

the Session meeting. He also prepared for, and presented at, our Church AGM. 

Classis/Denominational involvement 

Chris attended Classis Meeting and prepared the funding grant application for having an 

intern next year. 

Health 

During the month, Chris and his family all endured covid. Thanks to Harry Berends for 

stepping in at relatively short notice to lead a service and preach in Chris’ isolation period. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sunday School is going well. While there is a fluctuating number of attendees, they all seem 

to be pretty engaged with the lessons. At various times, they have songs, games, activities 

and real life application. 

 

DEACONS 

The deacons are in the process of bringing back lunch after church, once a term. 

For the church camp, they are sponsoring people who are connected with the church but 

who aren’t members, so that they can come to the camp. They’ve also arranged a minibus 

for transport to the cam. 

The deacons continue to help members of our church who need help. The dining room 

mission continues to do well. 

Nominations are sought for another Deacon now that Lizet has resigned her position and 

they are moving to a different church. 



FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 

A new cleaner has been engaged for cleaning of the church. An electrician has fixed a few of 

our electrical issues. The fallen tree issue is being finalized. 

 

YOUNG ADULTS 

Kasha once again reports that things are going along smoothly – no particular things to 

report. 

 

KIDS HOPE 

This ministry is doing well. It continues to be encouraging, both in the participation of 

volunteers and in the children’s response to this ministry. 

 

AUDIO/VISUALS 

While AV is going well, they are still looking for volunteers for broadcast and need to look at 

how the broadcast computer is set up given the issues encountered on one Sunday recently. 

Welcome to Ené who has come on board to help with the visuals. 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

The logistics of selection and organization of songs for our worship services has long been 

challenging due to the way the music is stored and catalogued. The music team is happy 

that the cabinet that stores all the music has finally been sorted out and all new music has 

been incorporated. The team is still working through getting the rest of the Book of Worship 

songs sorted out and then finally printing and preparing folders for each member of the 

team. 

It’s worth noting that the music team is particular about ensuring all our use of live and 

prerecorded music conforms to copyright requirements, both to satisfy legal requirements 

and to ensure that composers receive appropriate payment for the use of their works. This 

is handled primarily through the church’s subscription to CCLI which manages copyright and 

payments for over 250,000 churches worldwide. 

 

SESSION 

The Annual General Meeting took place during the month. This was a positive time with 

good attendance. Martin presented the financial situation and budget in an innovative and 

clear way which aided everyone’s understanding, while Chris outlined progress over the last 

year and an outlook of the year ahead. 

The application to CRCA for funding support of an intern has been submitted. 

There will be an election, most likely in October, for 2 elders and 1 deacon, with 

nominations being sought shortly. 

The Burmese church has decided to use another facility, after trialling our building for a few 

weeks. 

Other topics are summarised in the Abridged Session Minutes, so I won’t repeat them here. 

 

Many thanks, as always, for Michelle’s help in gathering the information for this report. 

Peter Williams 





Johan Bakkes 1 September 

Xandre Theron 2 September 

Johann Schachtner 4 September 

Riaan Bergh 7 September 

Nouda Berends 9 September 

Herman Dyer 10 September 

Cassie Van Veen 12 September 

Alister Bennie 13 September 

Ina Du Plessis 14 September 

Christina VanderJagt 15 September 

Suzanne Nel 16 September 

Dale Reed 20 September 

Abigail Viljoen 20 September 

J.D. Steenkamp 24 September 

Karin Witteveen 24 September 

Mia Van Wyk 25 September 

Phillip Nel 30 September 





As of Synod 2022, the RCYC, in partnership with TRAIN and the Candidacy Committee, have launched 
an internship program with funding available to support CRCA churches in raising up gospel leaders. 
 
For more information please feel free to contact Michelle and she will forward you the application 
details. 

Dear CRCA Family and SWIM supporters, 
  

Please find below the link to the SWIM Newsletter. Feel free to circulate it far and 
wide. 

  
https://swim.crca.org.au/about-swim/newsletters 

https://swim.crca.org.au/about-swim/newsletters


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
The men and women of our Emergency Services have long been the quiet heroes of our society. Every 
day, they make personal sacrifices and often put themselves in harm's way to keep the rest of us 
safe. Their jobs are high pressure and often the stress extends to their families. During the height of the 
pandemic their roles came into sharper focus and, while the public focus has largely moved to other 
things, the criticality of their roles has not diminished. 
The Emergency Services are one of the distribution areas for The Gideons and will be our special focus 
for the month of September. You will find an account of one of those distributions on our web-
site here. It was noted that, as is always the case with our ministry, concerted prayer from members and 
local churches is the foundation for our outreach. We ask that our Friends of Gideons uphold in prayer 
our outreach to Emergency Services in September.  
  
Please join us in praying: 

• Most ambulance and fire stations have bedrooms for shift workers. We are seeking to place Scrip-
tures into those rooms. 

• In some states, we have had the opportunity to provide Scriptures for distribution to graduates from 
the police academy. We are seeking to extend this reach. 

• For opportunities to support police and fire stations and SES depots with Scriptures 
• That Scriptures which are placed will be read and transform individuals and families. 
The Gideons Team  

https://www.gideons.org.au/120-2/




September Coffee Roster 





During Noah's lifetime, people were acting very wickedly. This made God unhappy. It made Him sad 
because people seemed to be thinking more about themselves than about God. Noah, however, was 
a good man. He loved and obeyed God. And God loved Noah very much. God actually loved all the 
people as much as He loved Noah - but at the time, only Noah was listening to God. 

God told Noah to build an ark - a big boat. So Noah followed God's plan and built a boat that was 
one-and-a-half football fields long. That's a huge boat! Noah's neighbors laughed at him because 
there wasn't any water in the desert where they lived. But God told Noah that a great flood was 
coming. Noah tried to warn the people to change their ways so that they could hear God too. But 
they wouldn't listen. They just kept on with their selfish lives. 

God asked Noah to collect two of all the creatures of the earth and bring them into the ark. He also 
told the animals to find Noah - so it wasn't hard for Noah to gather them together. Pairs of each kind 
of animal were put safely inside the ark before it began to rain. Noah's wife, and his three sons, and 
their wives were also safe on the boat. When everyone was aboard, God shut the door. 

Noah and his family and the animals lived in the ark for seven days before the first rain drops fell. 
Then it rained for forty days and forty nights. Soon the earth was covered with water. After it 
stopped raining, the water continued to rise for 150 days. The ark landed in the mountain range of 
Ararat during the seventh month of the flood. God sent a big wind and the waters began to evapo-
rate. Noah and the floating zoo had to stay in the ark for several more months while the earth slowly 
dried out. 

Finally, Noah sent a raven out of the ark's window to look for land. The raven never returned. Noah 
waited another week for the water level to go down and then sent a dove to do the same thing. The 
dove couldn't find a place to rest, so it returned to the ark. Another week passed, and then Noah 
sent the dove out again. This time it came back with an olive branch. Noah now knew that the water 
was low enough for a tree branch to show! When Noah sent off the dove a week later, it didn't re-
turn. The dove had found a place to live - on dry land. 

Altogether, Noah and his family and the animals lived on the ark for 1 year, 1 month, and 27 days! 

It was now time for all the creatures and Noah's family to move off the ark. Noah and his family and 

the animals needed to start life over again. After everyone left the ark, Noah prayed to God to thank 

Him for keeping them safe. Suddenly a bright rainbow filled the sky. This was God's promise that He 

would never flood the earth again. 







The following was published in a newsletter from August 2011 





PASTORAL CARE TEAM 

Most of our pastoral care takes place within our growth groups, but we also have a dedicated pastoral 
care team to supplement this. If you would like to be visited, please feel free to contact any of our pas-
toral care team  

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 
 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Michelle Organtzoglou  

0488 777 517 
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Herman Linde 

0411 069  808 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Kasha Schubert  

0450 012 177 
 

Lynette Pretorius 

0423 889 912 
 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 
 

Ina Du Plessis 

0425 833 596 
 

Adri Bennie 

0425 727 949 

 
 

Wednesday Nights (Online) 
Contact: Chris Pretorius 
pastor@wpcrc.org.au 

0423 889 913 
 

Thursday Mornings (In person) 
Contact: Wendy Harrison 

wendy@tagroofing.com.au 
0407 801 630 

 
Friday Nights Parent Group (In person) 

Contact: Neil Bester 
neil_bester@yahoo.com 

0429 569 149  
and Martin Van der Merwe 

martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com 
0458 908 148  

       GROWTH GROUPS 

We have a number of growth groups in our church, please contact the person listed below to 
connect to one.   We have a few specific groups (noted below) as well as some general groups. 

Monday Nights (currently online) 
Contact Peter Williams 

pw4@live.com.au 
0431 500 006 

 
Monday Nights (online) 

Contact Leon & Anjali de Beer 
leondebeer.ldb@gmail.com 

anjalidebeer@gmail.com 
0475 005 446 
0460 671 271 

  
Wednesday Nights 

(Young Adults, hybrid in person and online) 
Contact: Kasha Schubert 

kasha.schubert@hotmail.com 
0450 012 177 

  
Wednesday Nights (In person) 

Contact: Adri Bennie 
physio.pretorius@gmail.com 

0425 727 949 

https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=e67cfce6-f8e1-44ad-b6cc-509b313d4a4c
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=0ba9f6f2-3946-48a1-83d7-0c40749f74ff
mailto:neil_bester@yahoo.com
mailto:martin.vandermerwe@bigpond.com
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=81c08fc4-cb0f-4079-8abc-a689788110ac
mailto:leondebeer.ldb@gmail.com
mailto:anjalidebeer@gmail.com
https://wpcrc.elvanto.com.au/admin/groups/group/?id=3e8fad87-18b1-44b9-bcb6-4dcd56f36747
mailto:physio.pretorius@gmail.com


CONNECT WITH US 

 

 

Newsletter Editors 

newsletter@wpcrc.org.au 

Enè Crous 

0450 211 133 

 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  

 

Treasurer 

Nelleke Arnold 

treasurer@wpcrc.org.au 

0448 469 569 

 

Child Safe Coordinator 

Michelle Organtzoglou 

0488 777 517 

 

Prayer Ministry 

prayer@wpcrc.org.au  

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808 

 

 

Music Ministry 

Mia Van Wyk 

0420 817 800 

 

 

Sunday School Coordinator 

Sarah Pretorius 

0409 221 277  

 

 

Audio Visual 

Cassie Van Veen 

0499 230 872 

 

 

Kids Hope Coordinator 

Dale Reed 

0412 216 300  

 

 

CAP Money Course 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148 

 

Pastor 

Chris Pretorius 

0423 889 913 

pastor@wpcrc.org.au 
 

 

Youth Pastor 

Position vacant 
 

 

Chairman and Worship Services 

Peter Williams  

0431 500 006 
 

 

Finance 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

 

Growth Groups 

Martin Van der Merwe 

0458 908 148  
 

Neil Bester 

0429 569 149 
 

Harry Berends 

0421 302 418  
 

Herman Linde 

0411 069 808  

KEY CONTACT DETAILS 

ELDERS DEACONS MINISTRY LEADERS 

ADMINISTRATION 

Joy Van Veen 

0409 199 840 

 

Sandra Stork 

0418 592 206  

 

Dale Reed  

0412 216 300  

 

If you would like someone from church to connect with you, please fill in this page, tear it off and put it in the 

offering bag.  

Your name:         Contact number: 

Contact email: 

Notes: 

Session Clerk & Church  

Administrator  

Michelle Organtzoglou 0488 777 517 

clerk@wpcrc.org.au, admin@wpcrc.org.au 

mailto:prayer@wpcrc.org.au

