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Acknowledge those who work hard among you.
Live in peace with each other.
Strive to do what is good for each other.
Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances.

4 5

A Note
From Jason Koleba 

Acknowledge those who work hard among you.
Live in peace with each other.
Strive to do what is good for each other.  Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circum-
stances.

This is how the Apostle Paul encouraged his Thessalonian 
friends as he concluded his first letter to them. They had lived 
through a difficult season—one which tried their unity and 
hope. But they had navigated the storm, standing firm in their 
faith (1 Thess. 3:8). While the circumstances are different, we too 
were stretched in 2021-2022 as the  
Covid-19 pandemic continued to shake our individual and cor-
porate lives. It does not seem natural to “give thanks” in times 
like this, but in his sovereignty, God has given Vernon Alliance 
opportunity to put Paul’s instructions to practice.

We strove to do good in the past twelve months. In-person 
ministry and worship services returned in the summer of 2021 
but were often interrupted and reformatted by ever-shifting re-
strictions. Many of us took on the challenge by donning masks, 
following protocols, or getting online to:  
o lead discipleship groups of all kinds
o play crazy youth group games
o teach toddlers
o make music
o facilitate an Alpha discussion group

o engage in Prayer

In addition to our own ministries, we continued to invest in 
others beyond our own community—here in the Okanagan and 
around the world. In the fall we collaborated with Samaritan’s 
Purse to clean-up properties damaged by summer forest fires. 
We purchased school supplies for hundreds of children return-
ing to class in September. We raised almost $60,000 for a 
water storage and distribution network in Xonca, Guatemala. 
We invested thousands, providing relief for British Columbians 
impacted by November flooding in the Lower Mainland and for 
Ukrainians fleeing violence in Europe. Every week our teams 
served meals and gave away clothing to guests at Common 
Threads.

We have sought to live in peace with one another. Through the 
Listening Initiative, we reflected upon our corporate life over 
the past few years and took proactive steps to address the ef-
fects of recent disruptions and changes. 

We have rejoiced and prayed regularly—continuing a long 
tradition of passionate weekend worship and reinforcing our 

culture of prayer with Sunday renewal prayer gatherings, regu-
lar weekend prayer ministry and 21 Days of Prayer in the month 
of January. The internet continued to be an important tool 
enabling us to worship and pray even when we could not come 
together in-person.

As we reflect on the past year it is important to acknowledge 
those who have worked hard among us.  2021-2022 saw 
many longstanding staff members conclude their ministries to 
lean-into new chapters of life and ministry. We acknowledge 
Dwayne Boyd (Executive Leadership), Will Wiens (Community 
Care), Chett Fitchett (Family Ministries), Diane Guzy (Children’s 
Ministry), Elaina Elliott (Worship), Tyler Lewis (Tech). Each of 
these people made significant and lasting investments in the 
Vernon Alliance community over the course of many years. To 
each one we say, “Thank you.”

Many new and existing leaders rose-up to provide exemplary 
service during extraordinary times. We are grateful for each 
one! While there are too many to mention in this report, several 
merit special attention. In September, Joel Friesen began his 
role as Worship Pastor giving leadership to a key ministry. Also 
in the fall, Jenny Penner, Jill Halvorson, Josiah Falk and Clint 
Bailie teamed-up to guide Reign student ministry through a 
season of transition. In June, Amy Fitchett joined the staff team 
as Children’s Pastor, stepping into a role she held more than 
a decade ago. All the while our elder team provided patient 
leadership—navigating the twists and turns of the pandemic, 
completing overhauls of bylaws and policies while supporting a 
new Lead Pastor. 
 
A special thanks is due Glenn Lewis and Gary Hertgers who 
have served faithfully on the board and now step into new 
direction and ministry. 

As we look ahead to 2022-2023, we pray for a fresh and gra-
cious wind from the Holy Spirit which shapes us to be more 
like Jesus, and moves us out to more deliberate ministry to the 
North Okanagan. Wherever Jesus carries us next year, may our 
spirits, souls and bodies be kept blameless until his coming. 
The one who calls us is faithful, and he will do it.

With faith and gratitude, 
Jason Koleba 
Lead Pastor

Report of the Lead Pastor



6 7

2021 

Weekends & 
Teaching Series

July - August: Wisdom that Works 
September - November: All In 
November - December: A Light in the Darkness

2022 
January: Prayer 
February - March: Joseph 
March - April: Resurrection/Easter 
April: Hospitality, Mother’s Day & Mission (Standalones) 
May - June: On Mission

Weekend Attendance

2021 

427
Average per weekend for 25 weeks
(July 3/4 - December 26)

2022 

544
Average per weekend for 26 weeks
(January 1/2 - June 25/26) 

VAC Online
Over the last year, we continued to see a shift in how people engage with the church. Our online com-
munities remain a primary means of connection and information, even through the return to “normal”. 
In fact, many people will check out a church’s online presence before choosing to attend in person. 
We are grateful for these tools that expand the reach of Vernon Alliance and provide connection 
around the world.

128+
Average live online attendance
during our weekend services

26,939+
Views of our weekend services 
(via YouTube)

382
YouTube Channel Subscribers

314
Weekly Email Subscribers

1.5K
Instagram Followers 
(Vernon Alliance Church, VAC YA, VAC  
Families, Reign)

1.3K
Facebook Followers 
(Vernon Alliance Church, VAC YA, VAC  
Families, Reign)

120,043+ Website page views 
(vernonalliance.org)



Shout for joy to the Lord, all 
the earth.
2 
    Worship the Lord with glad-
ness;
    come before him with joyful 
songs.
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Worship & Arts 
Joel Friesen
As a worship pastor I sure love being among people who have a passion to sing and bring praises to Jesus. So it was a great joy 
to join Vernon Alliance Church this past year and continue to steward the environment of worship here. Here are a few things I 
was trying to address in my first year here:

First, was simply to meet people and get to know the church and its culture. While continued restrictions and covid realities 
made this challenging in the fall, it has been great to meet so many that God has brought together to this church.

Second, was building our volunteer teams up and partnering with people in sound, video, and instruments to create an environ-
ment where people can worship Jesus. I’m excited to say that we have had 12 new people join our band and production teams 
this past year. 

Third, was to continue cultivating a dynamic worship environment throughout our church. We have been experimenting with the 
flow of our services. We are creating space for people to interact with God, both in our regular weekend services and special 
events like the Prayer Night in January. We added new songs to our repertoire, including Battle Belongs by Phil Wickham, 
Reign Above It All by Paul & Hannah McClure, Grace Alone by The Modern Post, and We Praise You by Brandon Lake and Matt 
Redman. I often get to see my daughter worshipping with me at home and during the band’s Sunday morning warm-up and it 
is inspiring to see our kids catch a passion for honoring Jesus with their words and songs. So it was a big highlight to have our 
kids choir join us on the stage in December. I also got to join our students and many of our young adults for a couple of worship 
experiences this spring. It is great – as one church, of many generations – to declare who Jesus is and that he is Lord. In the 
coming years I look forward to continue to develop worshippers here, young and old! 

I want to thank all of you in our band and production teams who I serve with . It is a pleasure to serve Jesus alongside you. I 
also am grateful for Tyler and Elaina for moving things forward in an online world, and leading these teams while the church 
looked for a new worship pastor.

Thank you, people of Vernon Alliance, for welcoming my family and singing with me each week. I look forward to all he has for 
us this next year as we pursue him and do what he says.

Joel Friesen

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness;

come before him with joyful songs.

Psalm 100:1-2
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Community & Care 
The Care/Visitation team made more than 800 visits and calls 
during the Covid years.  A significant portion of this was the 
Listening Initiative response where we reached out to congre-
gants to provide care and prayer.  Also, during the restrictions 
of Covid, I was given access at the hospital and was blessed to 
provide care to many during such an isolating period.

I also completed my 20th year on the Chaplaincy committee, 
which has provided oversight to pastoral visits at VJH.

Common Threads found it’s rhythm again after a couple years 
of strange conditions.  At first, we handed out supplies at the 
doors.  Gradually we were able to let people into the building 
again on a limited basis, and as of today we are operating like 
we used to.  Our numbers still have not come back to pre-Covid 
levels, but that may just take more time.  Beginning in March 
2022, Common Threads opened on Mondays, as well as Thurs-
days. We have an amazing team of soup makers, sorters, hosts, 
dishwashers, etc. that facilitate a great ministry on the front 
door of our community.  In the 14 years that I was privileged to 
have a place at the CT ministry table, we served over 95,000 
guests.  Over 80 different volunteers have served in this min-
istry over those years, and several of them for many years. Val 

Bidner, Nyra Cochrane, Jim Godin, Barry Grey & Lola Knopf 
passed the amazing milestone of serving for over 10 years.  I 
am also pleased to announce that Karin Gallie accepted the 
contracted position of CT co-ordinator, overseeing the opera-
tions of that ministry.

This last year saw a concerted effort at rebuilding our relation-
ships with community partners.  We hosted a community 
partners’ fair in March of 2022, as well as provided support or 
received it from a variety of agencies.

As with many things that have taken time to find their way, 
counselling referrals & Deacon Intakes have not happened at 
the same pace as pre-Covid.  Similarly, there have not been 
many funerals or weddings.  The weekly meeting of Senior 
Adults also found its way again, but attendance is light. George 
Shaw & Grant Smith have provided leadership to their gather-
ings.  We also have several support groups that meet on a 
regular basis.  There are a couple of CODA groups as well as a 
mental health support group.

We had 25 baptisms in the last year, most of which took place 
at Kin beach last summer.

We initiated an annual membership affirmation process in ac-
cordance with our bylaws.  It was the first time in many years 
that a proper accounting of our membership had taken place.  
We anticipated some departures, as people have moved on.  
This played out as expected.  Our current membership is 300 
which includes 22 new people who have joined in this last 
ministry year.

It has been the highest privilege to be responsible for these 
areas of ministry.

Will Wiens

Will Wiens 300+
Currrent Members

22
New Members

25 
Baptisms

89
Students (60 families)
helped by our School Fees Program

2652
Common Threads Guests Served

800+

Clothing items hung at 
Common Threads

Care Calls & Visitations 
(from mid 2020-June 30, 2022)

12,406
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What a year 2021/22 has been! As we 
look back, we see some highs and 
some lows.

In order to stay connected with our 
families we made up activity bags for 
them to pick up here at the church. This 
occurred every 3 months till we were 
finally back in house.  
Approximately 100 bags were given 
out every 3 months at these Pickup 
Parties! Postcards were also mailed out 
to children so we could let them know 
they were loved and missed.

We had weekly lessons for the kids on-
line via YouTube and our website! Great 
job to our volunteers who helped - the 
videos were very well received!

VAC Kids made Valentines cards for 
the seniors at Vernon Restholm which 
also included chocolates. They were so 
well received.

For the month of March, Tots and Kids 
collected money for the children in 
Ukraine, raising over $200.

Staying connected with our families 
was so important, so phone calls were 
were made to ensure they were doing 
okay during the pandemic. 

We also regularly covered our families 
in prayer, asking God’s protection for 
them and their loved ones. 

We tried to honour every child by 
mailing them a birthday card, and Tots 
received a door hanger with a special 
prayer and blessing in the mail. Hearing 
how excited they were was so fun!

All newborns still received a sweet wel-
come package containing a childrens 
bible and a receiving blanket embroi-
dered with their name – these were 
created with love by Lola Knopf. 

With great joy and celebration we once 
again had a children’s Christmas choir! 
The numbers were smaller [32] but the 
music was just as sweet! Thanks Keiryn 
Young for the great job of leading the 
choir. VAC Tots got to join the choir and 
sing for their loved ones as well.

12 families dedicated their children and 
themselves to Kingdom parenting

Children painted and personalized 
clay pots and planted a flower in them 
to honour their moms or grandmas on 
Mother’s Day.

To watch children return after being 
away for so long, their faces filled 
with awe and joy as they asked their 
parents, why did I never come here be-
fore? They had attended faithfully prior 
to covid...such a joy!

Start children off on the way they 
should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it. 
Proverbs 22:6 

VAC Families 
Diane Guzy & 
Matthew Young

Obis deliquam event lant 
autem velestiain plitio

Namus endis etur sinELOI 
rehenistis eossi aciti

Debisi cum qui officiendae 
Nam fugit aut ut mo beatis

At quossinctius ad que non 
ped et volecae LOREM

12 
families dedicated their children 
 

$200 
raised in March for Ukraine relief

100 
activity bags given out
each quarter

Showing off our personalized 
Mother’s Day pots & flowers

Creating our personalized 
Mother’s Day pots & flowers at  

a VAC Kids weekend

Pastor Diane greeting families 
at VAC’s Fall kickoff

Residents at Vernon Restholm 
showing off their Valentines 
cards created by VAC Kids
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In late August 2021, the Reign planning 
team of Pastor Chett Fitchett, Josiah 
Falk, Clint Bailie, and Jenny Penner met 
to begin planning out the year. In addi-
tion, Jill Halvorson was brought on board 
as our interim worship leader. 

In late October, Pastor Chett Fitchett 
went on medical leave, with Jenny 
Penner stepping in as the primary Reign 
leader. During this time, Vernon Alliance 
hired Sid Koop & Lisette Fraser with The 
Coalition to provide leadership, coach-
ing, support and oversight. This was a 
very valuable and integral addition to 
Reign’s team.

As pandemic restrictions tightened and 
set limitations, it also allowed Reign to 
think creatively. We had three specific 
combined nights with our team of lead-
ers where we worked through skills like 
leadership training, encouragement, and 
team building; one of which was led by 
Sid Koop. 

Throughout the year we covered various 
topics like: Jesus is the Way, Truth & 
Life, How to Love Others, Mental Health, 
Competition, War, Drinking/Drugs, and 
more. We also enjoyed fun offsite events 
like Ice Age – our winter kickoff, Rail Trail 
Campfire, movie nights, Mission Impos-
sible, and Oscars Night.             

We would like to acknowledge Chett 
Fitchett, who led Reign for 5 years. He 
poured himself into Reign, leading joy, 
passion, love, laughter and humility. He 
will be greatly missed, yet his legacy will 
only grow forward.

It was a joy working with Clint Bailie 
who gave numerously and generously 
with time, effort, passion, ideas, wisdom 
and absolute love for Jesus. Josiah Falk 
has been an incredible leader, program 
director, and intern who shows great ma-
turity, capability, wisdom, genuine love 
for kids, and a resilience to walk through 
with determination and joy. Jill Halvorson 
came with willingness, capability, pas-
sion, wisdom and organization. We are 
grateful for all that she contributed. 

This year has given beautiful stories from 
students. Stories of healing, redemption, 
connection, friendships, relationships, 
endurance, leadership, sorrow, joy, faith-
fulness, goodness, and grace.

We rejoice at the incredible faithfulness 
of God and the depth, width, length and 
height of His unfailing love. It has been 
a joy serving with such beautiful people 
who have a curiosity, hunger and thirst 
for Jesus. 

Reign has grown, and the foundation 
has been laid for whoever God chooses 

to place for the following years to come. 
May God grant his richest blessings on 
those who lead forward. 
 
Jenny Penner 
for Reign Student Ministries      

Reign 
Student Ministries  
Chett Fitchett, Jenny Penner, 
Clint Bailie, Josiah Falk, Jill Halvorson

36 
dedicated volunteer leaders & helpers

110+ 
Junior & Senior high students 

attended each week



Alpha
The Alpha Course was offered in January under the leadership of Glenn Lewis, Keith Schiehl and Gord and Christiane Molen-
dyk. Decadent homemade desserts were provided each week by Lilly Smith, Janice Winkelaar and Ruth Beaulieu. 

17 guests signed up to participate, a smaller group than they have had previously but it allowed everyone to experience 
greater interaction and community. Two people came to Christ at Alpha.

One home group and one Huddle were formed at the end of Alpha, which was an answer to our prayer that everyone would 
have a place to continue to connect and follow Jesus together. Large group discussions further inspired growth as the women 
shared their stories and encouraged one another towards life application.

Home Groups
24 home groups met this year including 7 new ones. When group size was restricted, four groups met outside, two groups split 
to keep numbers low, three groups met on Zoom and two groups met in the church. Three groups stopped meeting altogether.
There are approximately 233 people attending home groups - how amazing! Home Group Discussion questions were provided 
from October to May based on each weekend’s sermon. At least 8 groups took advantage of this resource regularly. 
 
8 official Huddles were launched in the fall. With larger group size being a challenge, 2-4 friends would meet together regularly 
to intentionally encourage one another in their life and faith journeys.
 
We said good-bye to Home Group coaches Rick & Lynn O’Dwyer who moved to Dawson Creek to be near family and fulfill Rick’s 
dream to own cattle.

It is with deep gratitude that I look back at all the men and women who have given of
themselves to serve and facilitate connection with God and each other. God bless you!
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Discipleship & Groups  
Marni Rogers

Senior Adults
Approximately 18-27 seniors met on Wednesdays in 
the Arbour from Sept to May. In the fall, they were led 
by George Shaw and in the New Year Grant and Dawn 
Smith took on the leadership.  A highlight was the Seniors 
Christmas luncheon where 50 people gathered to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus together.

Young Adults
Kurt & Sherri Johnson and Chris Reeves have been lead-
ing the Young Adults Ministry since November and they 
have had an average of 20 YAs meeting every Tuesday 
night.

Since moving from the church building to the home set-
ting this spring they’ve seen a deeper sense of fellowship 
and community. When the YAs were asked if they wanted 
to continue to meet throughout the summer, there was a 
resounding and emphatic, ‘Yes, we want to continue’.

The YA retreat at Eagle Bay Camp in May was a real 
highlight. There were 26 YAs and 4 leaders, 9 of whom 
are not regular Tuesday night attenders. The focus was 
on resetting their relationship with God, firm on His Word. 
The YAs really seemed to grab onto this reset and one 
person, who’s not a regular attender, rededicated himself 
to God.

Men
About 11 men met together every Friday morning in the 
Arbour led by Keith Schiehl.

Around 20 guys gathered at the Men’s Work Weekend at 
Eagle Bay Camp in April, preparing the camp for the busy 
ministry season ahead. 

Women
An average of 35-70 women met together three times during the year to worship, pray and encourage one another at The 
Gathering, facilitated by Audrey Matties and led in worship by Sherri Johnson, Kieryn Young and Trish Hadley. Intentional time 
was given for the women to get to know one another and to build each other up as they each took time to individually listen to 
the Lord for an encouraging word to give to one another. A comment from one of the women was that it was “better than wine 
on a Friday night”!

Over 50 women gathered at Cindy Koleba’s home in April at The Gathering - Living Room Style. The women were divided into 
4 groups and enjoyed a time of connection, laughter, sharing and prayer. 

Women were invited to revisit the study “Living Beyond Yourself” by Beth Moore after it was cut short in 2020. This study was 
facilitated by Jan Williamson and 28 women signed up to participate. It helped women to draw closer to God and experience 
the Holy Spirit more intimately as they learned practical steps to developing and incorporating the Fruit in their lives. The 
large group discussions further inspired growth as the women shared their stories and encouraged one another towards life 
application.

The Women’s Mentorship Program currently has 25 pairs of women who are building a friendship together and meet regularly 
to encourage each other on their life and faith journeys. Eight of these pairs are new since the fall.  

Leah Isaak, Donna Gilchrist and Kat Fitchett have been facilitating the Women’s Mentorship Program, but last fall both Donna 
and Kat stepped down from the team. Although it was a challenge to continue on her own, in answer to prayer Leah was able 
to get all remaining mentees matched with a mentor as word spread to the women of the church and they responded to the 
invitation to get involved. Two new women, Colleen Edgar and Amber Taves have now joined Leah on the Mentoring Team 
and together they are planning for the next season of women’s mentoring. 

Lora Fellenz has been facilitating Lectio Divina since the beginning of the pandemic and has invited women to remain con-
nected on Zoom throughout the past 2 years. She has led weekly sessions on Wednesday evenings and Friday mornings, and 
each session has been an opportunity for the women to be active participants in listening to what God is saying to them and 
encountering him individually through his Word. Lora stepped down from leadership at the beginning of May. 

The Women’s Walking Group, facilitated by Kathy Laudon, meets weekly on Tuesday mornings at the Rail Trail. Up to 40 wom-

en gather to walk, each at their own pace, and build relationships with one another. Some women continue the conversation 
by meeting for coffee afterwards, often at one of the women’s homes, where they take the opportunity to pray for one another 
and deepen their friendships as they invest in one another’s lives in a meaningful way. 



Missions 

In 2021 I stepped into the role as Chair of the committee after 
Gerry Malnis, a tenured leader, and member of the team an-
nounced that he would be leaving the role, as he and his wife 
Shirley discerned where their next adventure would take them.  
We would like to acknowledge and thank him for the longstand-
ing contributions to the formation and foundation of Global 
Action Partners. (GAP).  

After a season of closed borders, travel to our partner countries 
is resuming with two trips expected to Africa in the fall and one 
to Guatemala in the spring.  Schools in both countries were 
closed due to Covid-19, they now have the delightful sounds 
of children in the classrooms and playgrounds. Despite some 
of the disheartening global news we have been hearing, we 
celebrate the movement of God in our partner countries and 
would like to acknowledge the faithfulness of the VAC Family in 
their giving to Global Missions.   

Some of our celebrations this year include: 

Xonca Guatemala – The supply and installation of a water 
distribution Tank.  The tank is collecting and distributing water 
to every home in Xonca 

Shelley Zupp – The goal of kindness, delivering soccer jerseys 
and supplies through Mexico and Central America www.the-
goalofkindness.wixsite.com 

The good health report for our CMA partner Erin and their 
return to the field after their homestay. 

Our new missions newsletter - subscribe today! 

Partners in the Spice Region with the CMA  
Erin, Travis and their family have been on home assignment 
this past year and are now turning their thoughts to the return 
to their mission country in August. The team had the opportu-
nity to spend some time with them in May where they shared 
the vision of CMA to reach the peoples in their region. Their 
oversight of the Juice Factory has enabled them to minister to 
two distinct people groups.  Referring to Jeremiah 29 4-11, they 
shared that while they were confident in God’s plan to prosper 
the work and that the timeline is in the Lords hands, and that 
they are to be obedient even when results are not immediately 
forthcoming.  

The other family that we support was caught outside of their 
country when Covid hit and have not been able to return. They 
will be in a new area in the Spice Region.  They have not yet 
been able to obtain Visas as the application process has been 
delayed.  In the waiting, one of them is working toward their 
ordination. 

Mike and Bonita Dirks  
After coming home for a visit to Canada last summer, Mike and 
Bonita jumped right back into their work in Cairo. Bonita  gradu-
ated a group of about 23 from the NBIC training program early 
in the new year! Soon after, a new group started in the program 
which is currently running. Her team is looking to add another 
employee to help share the load. 

Mike has been involved in several exciting projects throughout 
Africa. Currently, he is working as the lead designer of a univer-
sity in South Sudan! He was also offered an exciting leadership 
training course by the engineering firm that he works for. 

This Summer, they are planning for some much-needed down-
time together in France, and Bonita will be heading home to 
Nova Scotia in August to visit family. 

Zihua Roofs Society   
Andy and Mo travelled to Zihuantanejo earlier than usual last 
year and were in Zihuat when Hurricane Rick arrived, they went 
to work quickly to replace and install roofs and were able to 
complete 39 roofs in the time that they were there.  Escalating 
prices for roofing materials provided some challenges but God 
was faithful, providing finances, energy, and committed workers 
to complete the task.  Zihua Roofs has blessed the community 
of Zihuatanejo with a total or 384 roofs over the past 11 years.  
Upon completion of each roof the have a friend that shares the 
Gospel message with family members and friends who have 
gathered. www.zihuaroofs,com 

Zimbabwe Project Society (ZPS)  
After long delays and an inability to get money into the country, 
ZPS is just completing the stocking, furnishing, and training for 
a total of 25 libraries. These libraries will benefit over 6000 stu-
dents as well as others in the area. With a library, schools pass 
rates have been increased from as low as 8% to as high as 88%. 

Development assessments are being carried out all over Zim-
babwe Project Districts to measure the impact of projects on 
communities and to see how best the organization can move 
forward in assisting communities after the effects of covid.  

After a long season of restricted travel, ZPS will be sending a 
team to Zimbabwe in the Fall of 2022 and another in the spring 
of 2023. These trips allow the opportunity to share the news of 
God’s love not only with those who travel with them but those 
they meet on their travels in Zimbabwe. www.zimbabweproject.
com 

Wellspring  
Wellspring continues to operate their School Development 
Program (SDP) in Rubavu and Gasabo, two vastly different parts 
of Rwanda—one school district surrounding the capital of Kigali 
and the other bordering the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

Juanita Goodfellow
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They believe that every child should have access to a quality Christian values-based education, no matter their location, no 
matter their circumstances. Following the success of their SDP approach, the Rwandan government has asked Wellspring to 
continue their work in other districts, they are currently working on logistics to accomplish growth as well as a review of their 
fundraising model to support and expand their work. 

After an easing in travel restrictions, Wellspring will be sending a vision team of 12 to Rwanda to experience the impact their 
work is having on school leaders, teachers, parents, and communities across East Africa from October 14 – 22, 2022. www.
thewellspringfoundation.org 

Refugee Resettlement Ministry 
The refugee Sponsorship Ministry of VAC welcomed a Syrian Newcomer (Dyab) family of five in September of 2021. The three 
children attend school in the Okanagan Landing area and the father has recently started part-time employment. There is a 
welcoming Syrian community in Vernon, and they have been very kind and helpful to the team and family.  This resettlement 
of the Dyab family was a result of the determination and commitment of the RSM team, and we would like to thank them for 
their dedication and hard work on behalf of Vernon Alliance Church. 

Food for the Hungry  
What a celebration for the VAC family at the end of 2021.  After 12 years of faithfully and generously supporting the community 
of Xonca, The Vernon Alliance Family was able to raise $ 58,000.00 to provide the community with a water distribution sys-
tem that delivers water to every single home in Xonca.  Well done Church Family! 

This new year will also see the Vernon Alliance Family Graduate from the beloved community of Xonca. We are in the process 
of finalizing plans for a graduation trip in the spring of 2023.  Watch for an announcement in the fall!  www.fh.org 

Conclusion  
The Vernon Alliance Family generously donated approx. $86,000.00 to missions in 2021/2022. Just over $35,000.00 west to 
fund the international partners mentioned above while approximately $43,000.00 went to the Global Advance Fund with the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance and the remainder went towards the Canadian and Missionary Alliance Mission projects in 
Canada. The GAP team as well as our international partners would like to thank you for your faithfulness in giving. 

With the graduation of Xonca Guatemala approaching, the team will be working with the board, the leadership team and the 
Church to discern where our next commitment will be. 

Finally, looking to the future, the Mission Team has begun a conversation regarding our Mission, Vision, Values, and Strategy, 
taking great care to steward what has been entrusted to us. We are looking forward to continued work in these areas and we 
expect to present our work to the elders and church in 2022-2023. 

Fun Facts From Our Partners 

 During the last production at the juice factory, 5000kg of apples were pressed to make over 800 
bottles of apple juice 

 Work for the water project lasted 5 months. Work was done between 3 am and 11 am every day. 

 Zihuat Roofs have completed 384 roofs since 2011
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