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What comes to mind when you hear the word “holiness?”   How do you react to it?  Are you 

attracted to it?  Intrigued by it?  Repulsed by it?   Imagine you and I were sitting in a mall food court.  We 

saw someone we both knew from a distance. Then I said to you, “That is a holy person over there.”  What 

might you think of them?  Would you view them positively?  Negatively?  Jealously?  Dismissively?   

To be holy means to be separate.  The Holiness of God describes His complete separation from 

sin and devotion to His glory.  So to be holy, focus in the biblical sense involves separation from sin and 

devotion to God’s glory.  But we don’t hear much about holiness today.  Most people don’t put a high 

priority on it when looking for a prospective boyfriend or girlfriend.  Nor is it something that we consciously 

gather to do.  We don’t invite family or friends over by saying, “Hey, come on over to my place and we’ll 

do some holiness.  We will be holy together.”   

Holiness is something we find in the Bible.  We may know the Bible claims the Lord is holy.  We 

may know about the command from Him to “be holy because I am holy.”  But telling about holiness might 

make us uncomfortable or it just seems like a boring life.   

So considering your perspective on holiness, I’d asked you to consider this statement.  The 

Lord’s holiness reveals the path to the abundant life that Jesus talks about in John 10:10. Abundant 

life does not mean a life of wealth and prosperity.  It describes a life filled with the abundance of God and 

His Spirit.  It is life lived in harmony with God and the fullness that brings.  Yet when we think of holiness, 

we may not think of abundance.  We may think of strictness, severity, and boredom.  God’s holiness 

doesn’t reveal a path to the abundant life.  Or does it?   

Well, I’m going to try to prove this statement’s truth to you today.  “The Lord’s holiness reveals 

the path to the abundant life.”   My proof comes from the book of Ezekiel.  Last time we looked at Ezekiel, 

we went through the prophecy against Gog in chapters 38-39.  He was a king with a super army opposed 

to God and His people. Yet God promises to completely defeat Gog and his army.  This would give hope 

to Ezekiel’s audience; who lived in exile near Babylon.     



 

Now we enter the final vision the Lord gives to Ezekiel, chapters 40-48.  This section adds to the 

weirdness factor in this book.  It contains about 6 chapters of measurements and dimensions about some 

new temple.  At first glance, this seems totally irrelevant to our lives.  Yet we must remember this vision 

and these dimensions form part of the overall message God has for His people.  Amid these strange 

chapters, we will discover the section upon which I base this claim – The Lord’s holiness reveals the path 

to the abundant life.     

To discover this, we will look at two shorter passages.  First, we will look at Ezekiel 40:1-8the start 

of the vision to get our bearings with what’s happening.  Then we will look at the passage where the Lord 

explains why He gives this vision to Ezekiel.  I pray you will be encouraged through God’s holiness to 

take the pathway to the abundant life.  Or keep you on it or get back on it.  

So please find Ezekiel 40, verses 1-8.   Then we’ll jump to Ezekiel 43.  (Ezekiel 40 is found on 

page 620 in the Bibles in front of you). 

 
Ezekiel 40:1-8 (ESV)  

40 In the twenty-fifth year of our exile, at the beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the 
month, in the fourteenth year after the city was struck down, on that very day, the hand of 
the LORD was upon me, and he brought me to the city. 2 In visions of God he brought me to the 
land of Israel, and set me down on a very high mountain, on which was a structure like a city to 
the south. 3 When he brought me there, behold, there was a man whose appearance was like 
bronze, with a linen cord and a measuring reed in his hand. And he was standing in the 
gateway. 4 And the man said to me, “Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear with your ears, 
and set your heart upon all that I shall show you, for you were brought here in order that I might 
show it to you. Declare all that you see to the house of Israel.” 

5 And behold, there was a wall all around the outside of the temple area, and the length of the 
measuring reed in the man's hand was six long cubits, each being a cubit and a handbreadth in 
length. So he measured the thickness of the wall, one reed; and the height, one reed. 6 Then he 
went into the gateway facing east, going up its steps, and measured the threshold of the gate, 
one reed deep. 7 And the side rooms, one reed long and one reed broad; and the space between 
the side rooms, five cubits; and the threshold of the gate by the vestibule of the gate at the inner 
end, one reed. 8 Then he measured the vestibule of the gateway, on the inside, one reed. 

 

This kind of description and measurements go on and on for 6 chapters.  So let’s go back to verse 

1 to see how Ezekiel sets this up for us.  He again gives us the date of this vision.  He locates it in the 

25th year of exile.  The vision came at the beginning of the year on the tenth day of the month.  Biblical 



 

numbers often mean or symbolize something more than numerical information.  Commentators have 

noted that the number 25 is half of a Jubilee cycle.  The Jubilee year was the 50th year in the cycle.  It 

came after 7 cycles of 7 years.  The Jubilee year required the forgiving of debts, the return of land to its 

original owners and the release of slaves and prisoners.  It was the year of the Lord’s favor.  We find all 

this in Leviticus 25.  In Leviticus 25:10, we read “And you shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and proclaim 

liberty throughout the land to all it’s inhabitants.  It shall be a jubilee for you.”    We find a portrayal of 

Jubilee in Isaiah 61 which Jesus quotes when he begins his ministry.  So if the number 25 points to 

halfway to Jubilee, it turns the reader’s focus away from the past and towards the future.   This would 

encourage the exiles who lived in Babylon because of past disasters.  Instead of looking back, now they 

can look forward.  They are already halfway to Jubilee.    

Commentators also notice the phrase in Ezekiel 40:1 that says, “at the beginning of the year on 

the 10th day of the month.”  We have another significant reference to such a date way back in Exodus 12.  

Verse 2 says, “This month shall be for you, the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year 

for you.”  So this is the beginning of the year just like Ezekiel 40:1. Then listen to Exodus 12:3. “Tell all 

the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month, every man shall take a lamb according to 

their father’s houses, a lamb for a household.”  This is the Passover lamb whose blood would protect the 

Israelites from the death angel in Exodus.   The Passover Feast included the day of atonement leading 

to reconciliation with God.  25th year – halfway to Jubilee.  The beginning of the year on the 10th day of 

the month – Passover Preparation. 

So Ezekiel’s readers might immediately pick up on these links.  This vision came in the halfway 

point to Jubilee.  It came on the day of preparation for the Passover Lamb.  So they’ve got Jubilee, 

Passover, Atonement and reconciliation with God in mind.  Then in verse 2, Ezekiel begins to describe 

the vision.  The Lord takes Ezekiel to Israel to a very high mountain.  There, Ezekiel sees a structure.  

Then he sees a man who is a heavenly messenger.  If you take out the insert in your bulletin on the side 

entitled “Ezekiel,” you see the big guy with long hair standing beside an awestruck Ezekiel.   This man 

holds a linen cord and a measuring reed in his hand.  Commentators think both were measuring tools.  



 

Then messenger tells Ezekiel the plan for the day.  Verse 4.  “Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear 

with your ears, and set your heart upon all that I shall show you, for you were brought here in order that 

I might show it to you.  Then you are to declare all you see to the house of Israel.”   

Then the tour begins.  So the messenger measures the wall surrounding this complex of buildings.  

The wall turns out to be just over 10 feet wide and 10 feet high.  Then he measures the threshold of the 

gate.  He measures rooms.  He takes Ezekiel on this tour of a new temple.  On the other side of the 

insert, there is a drawing of this temple.  Notice the directional marker at the bottom.  It shows us that 

east is to the right.  So the temple faces east.  The tour begins at that gate with the label “sphere of the 

prince.”  Then you see another gateway that goes into the temple courts.  It’s labelled “sphere of the 

Levites.”  The messenger takes Ezekiel there.  He continues to lead Ezekiel around the temple complex 

and into the temple courts.  The messenger takes measurements wherever they stop.   

So how do we interpret all this?  Is this a prophecy of a new literal temple that will one day get 

constructed.  Or is it symbolic of something that God wants to communicate to His people?  You see 

those two options listed on the other side of the insert.   1 – Literal blueprints of new temple in the future 

messianic kingdom.  2 – Symbolic depiction of God’s presence with His people in the Messianic Kingdom.  

Those who believe this is a literal physical temple argue it will be built in Jerusalem on the temple mount.  

Jesus will reign from this temple.   

One challenge to the literal view are incomplete measurements.  In fact, people who have really 

studied this passage note that there are only 2 or 3 vertical or height dimensions given.  The rest are 

horizontal.  This begs the question “are these really blueprints for a new temple?”   The other major 

challenge is why have a place for sacrifices?  Why have an altar for burning sacrifices when Jesus fulfilled 

the ultimate sacrifice on cross.  But many Christians believe that this looks forward to a new physical 

temple.   

The symbolic view argues that this vision portrays the greater spiritual reality that God will dwell 

permanently with His people.  This temple description would help Ezekiel’s listeners see that concept.  

We see the Lord’s presence in our next passage; Ezekiel 43:1-11. 



 

 
Ezekiel 43:1-5 (ESV)  (Page 622).   
 
43 Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east. 2 And behold, the glory of the God of Israel 
was coming from the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of many waters, 
and the earth shone with his glory. 3 And the vision I saw was just like the vision that I had 
seen when he came to destroy the city, and just like the vision that I had seen by the Chebar 
canal. And I fell on my face. 4 As the glory of the Lord entered the temple by the gate facing 
east, 5 the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of 
the Lord filled the temple. 
 

So notice in the drawing the Lord’s chariot throne approaching the temple on the picture? 

Remember Ezekiel’s temple vision back in chapters 8-10?  In that vision, the messenger took Ezekiel on 

a tour of all the abominable worship going on in and around the temple.  That vision ended with the 

devastating portrayal of the Lord’s glory departing from the temple.  His glorious chariot throne departed 

to the east.  But now He’s coming back.  He comes through the east gate, through the gate in front of the 

temple and into the temple.  The Lord’s glory fills the temple.  Then the Lord speaks.  Verses 6-9.   

 
Ezekiel 43:6-9 (ESV)   
 
6 While the man was standing beside me, I heard one speaking to me out of the temple, 7 and he 
said to me, “Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place of the soles of my 
feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel forever. And the house of Israel shall 
no more defile my holy name, neither they, nor their kings, by their whoring and by the dead 
bodies of their kings at their high places, 8 by setting their threshold by my threshold and their 
doorposts beside my doorposts, with only a wall between me and them. They have defiled my 
holy name by their abominations that they have committed, so I have consumed them in my 
anger. 9 Now let them put away their whoring and the dead bodies of their kings far from me, and 
I will dwell in their midst forever. 
 

The Lord promises to dwell with them forever.  He will never again depart from them.  The people 

will not defile his holy name.  The Lord lists some of their past practices.  They worshipped other gods.  

They seemed to venerate dead Israelite kings.  They built their palaces right against the temple as if they 

were equal in power and authority to God.   

Then the key verses for our question today come in verses 10 and 11.  Here the Lord explains 

why He gives this vision.  Here we discover the beginning of this pathway to the abundant life.     

 
 
 



 

 
Ezekiel 43:10-11 (ESV)  
 
10 “As for you, son of man, describe to the house of Israel the temple, that they may be ashamed 
of their iniquities; and they shall measure the plan. 11 And if they are ashamed of all that they 
have done, make known to them the design of the temple, its arrangement, its exits and its 
entrances, that is, its whole design; and make known to them as well all its statutes and its 
whole design and all its laws, and write it down in their sight, so that they may observe all its 
laws and all its statutes and carry them out. 
 

The Lord commands Ezekiel to describe the temple plan so the people will be ashamed of their 

sins.   Well doesn’t that seem weird?   Have you ever looked at blueprints or drawings for a building or 

house?  Then, did you feel the need to confess your sins?  Some of you were here 15 years ago when 

we built this sanctuary.  Did you look at those drawings and then repent of your sins?   What is going on?  

How can the measuring of the temple lead to recognition of sin?   

Well, I think the best explanation is the perfection of this temple.  Look again at the temple 

drawing.  Notice it’s perfect symmetry.  There are no weird corners.  There’s nothing out of place.   It is 

perfectly aligned.  It points to the perfection of the designer.   As the exiles heard these measurements, 

maybe if reminded them of their own sins that contributed to the destruction of the previous temple.  

Maybe they recognized that they had compared their lives to the nations around them.  They concluded 

they were doing pretty good when it came to relationship with God.  But compared to the Lord and His 

perfection and His holiness, they were not doing well.  The perfection of the temple reminded them of 

God’s perfection including his holiness.  Their sinfulness was laid bare.  They needed to repent.   

It’s humbling to see the holiness or perfection or power of God.  We see this throughout the Bible.  

Here’s two examples.  The prophet Isaiah sees the Lord high and exalted in the temple in Isaiah 6.  He 

sees the holiness of the Lord.  He sees the seraphim who proclaim “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 

Almighty.”  How does Isaiah respond?  Isaiah 6:5 – “Woe is me!  For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 

hosts!”  Yet the seraphim bring a burning coal and touch his lips.  This atones for his sin.  Then the Lord 

commission Isaiah to his ministry.   



 

Think of Peter when Jesus enabled the miraculous catch of fish in Luke 5.  Peter realizes the 

power of God is found in his Lord and that Jesus is holy.  So Peter says, in Luke 5:8 “Depart from me, 

for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”   The Lord responds to this humility by proclaiming that from now on, Peter 

will be a fisher of men.  When Ezekiel saw the glory of the Lord here in chapter 43 verse 3, he falls on 

his face.     

 So let’s go back to our main statement.  “The Lord’s holiness reveals the path to the abundant 

life.  How?  It exposes our sinfulness.  It reveals our need for grace.  It uncovers our need for 

God’s power to live holy lives.  Holy living is the abundant life. 

 This is what this vision aimed to accomplish in the lives of Ezekiel’s listeners.  They would see 

the Lord’s perfection and holiness.  Then, through repentance and humility, the Lord gives grace.  Then 

He would empower them to live holy lives.  Ezekiel 43:7 – And the house of Israel shall no more defile 

my holy name.   

So what happen?  Remember, they may have an idea of Jubilee in their minds.  The vision came 

on the day of preparation for the Passover Lamb.  God is going to return to dwell among them.  But how 

will they be reconciled?   Who is the Passover Lamb?  Who will bring the Year of Jubilee?   

Jesus begins his ministry in Luke 4 by reading from Isaiah 61.  He announces the Year of the 

Lord’s favor with His coming.   But He not only announces it, He brings this time of the Lord’s favor to the 

people.  They have their debt to God forgiven.  They are set free from slavery to sin.  They experience 

healing from disease and deliverance from demons.  Then during the Passover feast on the day of 

preparation, Jesus is arrested.  The next day, He dies on the cross as the ultimate Passover Lamb.  

Through His blood and death, we can receive God’s grace and forgiveness.  We receive the Holy Spirit 

who empowers us to holy living.   

That’s not all.  The New Testament has a lot to say about a new temple and God dwelling with 

His people.  But it’s not in a physical temple.  So it is in you and me.  So listen to some New Testament 

passages about this.   

 



 

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 

16 Do you not know that you] are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys 
God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 What accord has Christ with Belial?[a] Or 
what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, 

“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, 
    and I will be their God, 
    and they shall be my people. 
17 Therefore go out from their midst, 
    and be separate from them, says the Lord, 
and touch no unclean thing; 
    then I will welcome you, 
18 and I will be a father to you, 
    and you shall be sons and daughters to me, 
says the Lord Almighty.” 
 
Ephesians 2:18-22 

18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no 
longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household 
of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

So Christians are individually the temple of the Lord where God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit dwell.  When 

Christians come together they are the collective temple of the Lord who is among us and dwells within 

us.   

1 Peter 2:4-10 

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you 
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture: 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 



 

Remember Holiness is separation from sin and Glorifying God. This means that Christians here today 

and watching online already experience a taste of God dwelling in us and among us.  That will ultimately 

get fulfilled in paradise after Jesus’ return. We look forward to the day when we will see Him face to face 

and live in paradise.  That’s next week’s message from chapters 47 and 48.  But let’s conclude by going 

back to my claim. 

 The Lord’s holiness reveals the path to the abundant life.  It exposes our needs:  

• Forgiveness of sin 

• Grace 

• Power 

 

How do we go down this path?  

• Repent of sinfulness and sin.   

• Receive the Lord’s grace and forgiveness.   

• Depend on the Spirit for holy living in the abundant life.    

 

That’s the pathway and it’s start by seeing God, His Holiness or Perfection or Power.  Then we might 

begin to realize that holiness is not boring.  It is good for us and part of the abundant life. Proverbs 3:7-8 

– “Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil.  It will be healing to your flesh 

and refreshment to your bones.”   Honoring the Lord and turning away from evil brings healing and 

refreshment.  It doesn’t mean life is easy.  It doesn’t mean we’ll be problem free.  It does mean that we 

get to taste the abundant life with the fullness of God dwelling in us.   

So the question to ponder today is simply this, are you on the pathway to the abundant life? How do 

we need to respond today to the Lord?  Some of us need to take the pathway to the abundant life for the 



 

first time.   So repent of sinfulness and sin.  Then receive the Lord’s grace and forgiveness.  Then begin 

to depend on the Spirit for holy living in the abundant life.   

If you’re already a Christian, you know that we need to repeat this cycle throughout our lives.  We 

grow a bit in our character by the power of the Spirit.  Then He reveals another area of growth.  So we 

repent and receive forgiveness and grace.  Then we depend on the Spirit to keep going and growing.  So 

let us come to the Lord now in response and thanksgiving that His holiness can reveal the pathway to 

the abundant life.   

   

 
 
 
 


