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Behold, behold! I make all things new beginning with you and starting from today. 

Behold, behold! I make all things new my promise is true for I am Christ the way. 

Behold, I Make All Things New by John Bell 

 
The Word of the Lord said to the prophet Isaiah (43:18-19), ―Do not remember the former 
things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.‖  
 
God has indeed been making a way in the wilderness of these pandemic years for us as 
we’ve adapted to masks, physical distancing, outdoor worship, Zoom worship, hybrid 
worship, livestream worship, Zoom meetings, and so many other changes to the ways 
we are the body of Christ together since March of 2020. What a journey it has been and 
continues to be! I say continues because God is not done with us yet. That’s the good 
news Jesus brings us – God, in God’s infinite love and mercy, is never done with us. 
 
So here we are at the beginning of a new season: a new school year and a new era in the 
life of the Church. We can look back over the past few wilderness years and see the foot-
prints of where we’ve been. We can remember all the parched places where we felt lost 
and isolated. We can remember how those first reunions with our family, friends, and 
faith community all felt like a refreshing glass of water. We can (hopefully) laugh now at 
the times we stumbled our way through the rocky patches and be glad now to have come 
as far as we have. We can also begin to look ahead and perceive the new thing God is 
doing as it springs up among us. Here are some places I perceive God doing new things: 
 

Lemonade Brigade (week of Sept. 12): rebuilding connection and community 
through conversation and snacks!  

Ministry Fair (Sunday, Sept. 18): responding to God’s call to serve hasn’t always 
been easy, especially during the pandemic. This fair is an opportunity to 
learn about all the ways our community serves together and join in the joy! 

Sunday School (1st and 3rd Sundays beginning Sept. 18 with the ministry fair): the 
high school and confirmation classes will continue meeting as they have for 
the past year. New this fall is Family Sunday School designed for elementary 
school aged kids and their adults (parents, grandparents, friends). All groups 
will meet following the 10 AM worship service. 

Ask Me Anything (after worship on the 2nd Sunday of each month beginning Oct. 9): 
if you’ve ever wondered what a parament is or how the AV Techs manage 
the livestream cameras or where all the food you donate goes, these are your 
opportunities to find out! For an hour after worship, Pastor Rachel or an  
expert in that area of ministry for the month will be available to respond to 
all your questions. In October, you can Ask Me Anything about the chancel! 
(Including what a chancel is.) Join us that Sunday to learn more! 

Lutheran Theology Basics for Adults (select Sundays beginning Oct. 2) an adult 
discussion-based class held after worship. See pg 3 for details. 

 
These new things are springing forth from conversations in committees, on council, and 
with individuals throughout our community. Following the Spirit’s lead, we’re trying 
things in new ways that focus on rebuilding community and connection after these many 
months of isolation and the massive changes our world has experienced. We are still in 
this together – God is not done with us yet! 
 
Shalom, Pastor Rachel  
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What’s Happening at POP! 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Meets Friday, Sept. 2 at 10 AM in the Social Hall. 

 

Whenever I make a visit to someone who has received a 
prayer shawl after an illness or surgery or the loss of a 
loved one, they almost always say the same thing, ―I 
love my prayer shawl. When I put it on, it feels like a 
warm hug!‖ Every stitch of these shawls, knitted or       
crocheted, is made with Christian love and infused with 
prayer in a way that recipients can feel every time they 
wear it. And the act of creating a shawl is often a time of 
prayer and peacefulness for the crafters, too!  

 

If you or someone you know would like a shawl, or for 
more information about becoming a prayer shawl           
creator, please contact Dianne Hellman, 323-9392.  

Quilters! 

We will be meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 6                     

& Tuesday, Sept. 20 at 9:30am.                                   
Pick-up/drop-off times continue to be 
available during office hours.                                                      
Questions: Sheryl Swodzinski  267-6274. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch meets Tuesday, September 28 

Meet at 11:45am at Fletcher’s Pub,                                            
6946 W. Q. St, Kalamazoo.  Questions? Car pool?                           
Need a ride? Contact Dianne Hellman, 323-9392.                                               
This is a great time for good food and fellowship.                  

Hope to see you there. 

Bunko   Tuesday, September 13 @ 1:00 PM                                       

We meet in the Social Hall.                                                              

Call Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498 with questions. 

BREAD AND BREAKFAST                                                     
CANCELLED FOR SEPTEMBER 

Bread construction will begin at 7:00 a.m., and 
breakfast will be served at about 9:00 a.m. 
Come and bake bread, or just come for the 

breakfast and conversation...it's all good! 

Some of the bread we make is set aside for food                          
assistance programs while the rest of the bread is offered 
to the congregation the following day for a free-will                
offering, used to fund the ministry.                                                       
For more information, or to be included on the mailing 
list, talk with Wade Lawrence at church, email him at 
wade.b.lawrence@gmail.com,                                                     
or call him at (269) 353-9885. We hope to see you there!  

Women's Small Group, Monday, September 26, 7:15pm 

We'd love to have you join our group!! 

Look forward to seeing you soon!! 

Any questions, contact: Diane Snyder, 
dmsnyder1149@gmail.com 

Ruth Circle will meet                                                     

Monday, September 26 at 9:30 am 

in the Social Hall.      

The study is found in the Gather magazine. Copies of the 

lesson may be found in the library. Please do not take the 

magazine, as this what we use to make copies. If you need a 

copy bring it to the church secretary & she will make 

you a copy. Questions: Carolyn Selby at 269/327-9949 

Ruth Circle meets the 4th Monday of the month,                   

except summer and December. All women are welcome.                                                                                                       

Office Hours Update 

Beginning in September the office 
hours are as follows: 

M-Th 9-4  Fridays Closed 

Evening hours by appointment. 

Prince of Peace Book Club                                                   
After a summer of no Book Club meetings, our first two 
months this fall will feature stories that take place, at 
least partly in Michigan. 
 

The POP book club will meet at the 
church on Sept. 21 at 10:00 am.  The book 
for this month is "The FireKeeper's 
Daughter" by Angeline Bonlley.                      
This is a story about a teenage girl who is 
recruited by the FBI to report on drug 
activity in Michigan's UP.                                         
She is the daughter of a Native American 
FireKeeper and member of the Ojibwa 

Tribe on Sugar Island.  This story involves mystery, 
murder and Native American rituals and beliefs. 
 
Looking ahead, the book for our October 19th meeting is 
"The Magnificant Lives of Marjorie Post" by Allison 
Pataki.  Marjorie was the daughter of C.W. Post founder 
of Post Cereals in Battle Creek. She lead an exciting life 
as you will discover when you read this book. 

mailto:wade.b.lawrence@gmail.com
mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
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Studies for All 

Zoom Mid-Week Bible Study 

Meets Wednesdays at 11 AM on Zoom 

 

Contact pastorrachel@popportage.org to receive the 
Zoom link 

 

―Powerful,‖ ―Meaningful,‖ ―                                                        
Gave me so much to think about,‖ ―Great discussion!‖  

  

These are the things people e-mail me after our Bible 
Study conversations on Wednesdays. I am always     
grateful for the insights of the group and the way we all 
support each other when difficult topics arise in our  
conversations. Moving to Zoom has allowed us to            
welcome participants from other parts of the state or 
who are travelling and those who work during the day 
and couldn’t get to the building on their lunch hour.  

 

We use the Augsburg Adult Bible Study curriculum as a 
starting point, which comes with a booklet for each                
participant with a new subject to explore each quarter. 
The booklet contains a scripture passage for each week, 

historic and linguistic background on the passage, study 
questions, and more! Even if you can’t make it to the 
Zoom every week, the booklet allows you to read along 
at home. This Fall the focus will be God’s Exceptional 
Choice and we will discuss passages from Genesis,                  
Exodus, Deuteronomy, Judges, 1 Samuel, and                       
Ephesians.  

 

If you’d like to have deeper conversations about scrip-
ture and a group of supportive, caring people willing to 
wrestle with faith questions, please contact the church 
office to make arrangements to get a booklet and join us! 

Vaccine Clinics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Theology Basics for Adults 

 

Have you ever wondered what a Lutheran is? Have you 
ever been asked about your faith or what you believe 
and felt frozen to the spot trying to put an answer into 
words? If so, this is the class for you.  

 

Together we’ll read through Pastor Dave Daubert’s book 
Lutheran Trump Cards: Playing our best hand in the 21st 
century which uses a deck of cards as a framework for 
understanding 13 of the basic theological understand-
ings of Lutheranism and why they’re so important to us 
today. 

 

To participate, please register using this link: https://
popportage.org/events/lutheran-theology-basics-for-
adults/2022-09-18  or the sign up sheet in the Gathering 
Space so we are sure to have enough books for every-
one. Then join Pastor Rachel on the following Sundays 
after worship: 

 

Oct. 2 – Ace: There is no way to God (period). 

Oct. 16 – King: Jesus reveals that God is love 

Oct. 23 – Queen: Grace for us includes hope for others 

 

Nov. 6 – Jack: All baptized believers have a vocation 

Nov. 20 – Ten: The priesthood of all believers 

Nov. 27 – Nine: Life is sacramental 

 

Dec. 4 – Eight: Worship is horizontal 

 

We’ll continue with the second                                                                  
half of the book in the spring. 

Sanjay Patel, from Milham Pharmacy, will be here on 

Sunday, October 2 and Sunday, November 13 to          
administer Flu and Covid vaccines. The clinics will be 
from 9 to 10 and 11:15 to noon on Sunday.  

 

You will be able to sign up on-line and indicate which 
vaccines you want. The administration of shots will be 
first come, first served. He will stay till everyone has 
received their shot. 

 

Please, indicate if you will be needing the Omicron 
booster.  He will have Covid vaccine for ages 3 and up, 
if you haven’t had your first shots.  

mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org
https://popportage.org/events/lutheran-theology-basics-for-adults/2022-09-18
https://popportage.org/events/lutheran-theology-basics-for-adults/2022-09-18
https://popportage.org/events/lutheran-theology-basics-for-adults/2022-09-18
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More What’s Happening at POP! 

WHY DO WE SING? 

 

John Bell, composer and pastor 
from the Iona Community in 
Scotland, has been a leader of 
singing around the world,             
especially of what I have come 
to call "Heart Songs" -- songs 
that are easily learned and sung 
"by heart."  John's answer to the question. from his book, 
The Singing Thing, is "because we can; we sing to create 
identity, to express emotion, to exercise our creativity 
and to give of ourselves." 

 

I remember. a long time ago. reading an article from 
something-or-other in which a dancer was asked why 
she danced. Her answer: "If I could tell you, I wouldn't 
need to do it." I would say the same of music making. 
Behind every organ, piano, guitar, or instrument, there is 
a person, a "WE." 

 

Which brings me to the tremendous ministry of our 
Choir and Worship Team. As I have often said to both 
groups, "I may be the Director of Music, but YOU are the 
leaders of our congregational song; I cannot do it without 
YOU." Both groups have done it every which way over 
these last crazy years. 

 

I encourage you to ask them why they do it and then 
consider joining them! I know there are many of you 
who are quite skilled enough to be choir singers— 
probably many I don't know, too!  

 

New voices are needed that our faith-forming congrega-
tional song may continue it's lively and deeply-felt      
tradition. Yes, to be able to "match pitches" is pretty             
important; being able to sight sing the spots off the page 
or having sung in a choir — not so important, 

 

The Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings, 7-8 pm be-

ginning on Thursday evening, September 1.  The choir 
sings on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. The Worship Team 
rehearses on the Saturday mornings before the Sundays 
they sing— the 2nd and 4th. If you're not sure you want 
to commit to a whole year, would you consider singing 
from September through Christmas, or from January 
through the end of May? Your pay in $$$$ — zip.               
Your remuneration will probably surprise you! 

 

Talk to Janet Hill for more information about the Choir 
or to Scottie Walker about the Worship Team.  We don't 
bite or nag! 

Membership Exploration Breakfast 

Sunday, October 23 at 8:30 AM in the Social Hall 

 

What does it mean to be a member of a faith community? 

When we are baptized, we are welcomed in to the body 

of Christ and sent to share in the mission of God. It’s a 
big job and responsibility! Thankfully, it’s not a responsi-
bility we take on alone. We join in the body and the           
mission with other people of faith. Baptism makes us 
part of the faith community – meaning the one, holy, 
catholic (meaning: universal), and apostolic Church. 

 

Within that big, universal Church,                                                 

we are generally members of specific faith communities 
called congregations where we live among                                  

God’s faithful people, hear the word of God                                     
and share in the Lord’s supper, and                                            

strive to live as faithful disciples of Jesus.                                     
We rejoice in each other’s joy.                                                          

We comfort one another in times of grief.                                           
We hold each other accountable, and practice repentance 

and forgiveness when we sin.                                                                 
We share the tasks of ministry and the abundant                  

resources God has given us so that all may thrive.  

 

Why does membership in the community matter? 

Because we live in a world with laws about how non-
profit organizations function and how finances are                 
handled, it is important that we have a definition of what 
makes someone a voting member of the congregation so 
we know who can vote at official meetings, serve on the 
congregational council, and so forth. There are plenty of 
ways to participate in the life of our community without 
being a voting member, but making the commitment to 
become one is one way to say, ―I am going to live into 
my baptismal promises among these people in this place. 
We are committed to helping each other follow Jesus and 
be God’s hands and feet at work in the world.‖ 

 

If you’d like to explore becoming a member of                             
Prince of Peace, please join Pastor Rachel and other        
leaders for breakfast at 8:30 AM on Sunday, Oct. 23.                            

For more information or to reserve your spot at the 
breakfast, please contact the church office. 269-343-3453 

or secretary@popportage.org   

 

mailto:secretary@popportage.org
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Refugee Resettlement Update 

Food Scarcity is in Our Community! 

Will you help our neighbors? 

It takes 4-5 people to help this ministry.    
Please sign-up and arrive by 12:30 to 

help set up. Sign up is on the website.                                                                                      
https://popportage.org/pages/food-

distribution-signup 

2022 Open Doors Meal Sign up! 

We have one spot in December available for our                                       

Open Doors Meal Ministry.                                                                

Can you help in December?                                                           

Here is the link to sign up https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-2021.  

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT NEEDS 

List in order of need: 

New Twin Sheets, Blankets, Comforters, Mattress Pads,  

Pots and Pans, can be gently used if stainless or aluminum. 
Must be new if Teflon or cast iron. 

Drinking Glasses 

Tall Kitchen Trash Cans &                              
Tall Kitchen Trash Bags 

Plastic Kitchen Storage Containers 

Stock Pots 8qt and above 

Silverware Trays 

Small Vanity Trash Cans 

Laundry Detergent 

Brooms and Dust Pans, Mops and 
Buckets 

Toilet Cleaner and new Toilet Brushes 

Tissues, Paper Towels & Toilet Paper  

12 qt Dishpans/washpans   

Sofas, end tables and coffee tables. Can be used.  

Social Concerns  

September 11, 2022 - 
 
God’s Work  Our Hands Day is almost here! This is the 
day ELCA churches and members all over America (and 
Canada) work together with our hands to help others in 
God’s name. PoP has participated for nearly 10 years.  
Anyone, any age, member, friend or neighbor is invited 
to help.  
 
Here is our agenda for September 11, 2022: 
 Worship together in our sanctuary. 
 Eat a simple "Sloppy Joe‖ lunch, outside, provided 

by Fellowship. 
 Select a workstation to work at, which will be set up 

in various places on our campus. 

Workstations include: 
 Jubilee Garden 
 Refugee Closet and Gym 
 LWR Backpack Kits  
 LWR Health Kits 
 LWR Quilts 
 Plyarning mats 
 Prayer Shawls 
 Boxing/packing for delivery 
 
Each workstation will have experienced leaders to help 
you. 

This annual project is both a way to serve God and      
neighbor and work together in fellowship. 

 
Check out page 11 for what happens to the quilts and 

kits after they leave Kalamazoo!  

Prince of Peace continues to be a source for helping                       
incoming refugees get settled in their new community. 

 

Our role is to provide incoming families & individuals 
with household goods. We supply furniture, as we have 
it, and the all the other basic needs to outfit a home. We 
are working to move our supplies out of the gym and 
into the refugee supply closets, so that we may again 
have dinners and activities in our gym. Other agencies 
help with clothing and children’s items. 

 

Sarah Erdmann, Pam Timm, & Paul MacNellis continue 
to help support the refugee resettlement efforts, but we 
still need donations and volunteers to help with this 
ministry. See the list of items needed in next column.  

 

We assisted over 200 Afghans since last year and the 
refugees coming now are primarily from Syria and                
Congo. While the our local agencies have indicated they 
would take Ukrainians, there have not been any coming 
into the area. 

https://popportage.org/pages/food-distribution-signup
https://popportage.org/pages/food-distribution-signup
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-2021
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WAYS TO HELP OUT! 
 Coffee Servers for Fellowship Time 

 Reading the liturgy &/or prayers for worship 

 Audio-video techs   

 Thursday Food Distribution—1st & 3rd Thursday 

 Free Store—1st Thursday 

 Sending Birthday Cards monthly 

 And so many more. . .  

Visit the website to sign up! 

Ministry Fair 

Fellowship Events 

FELLOWSHIP FALL 2022 

 

There’s lots to look forward to this fall. But first, a HUGE 
thank you to Jim and Sandy Foster for hosting the River 
Float and Picnic on August 27. 

 

Sunday, September 11, following worship:                                     
God’s Work. Our Hands. To support the work of the So-
cial Concerns Committee, Fellowship will be offering 
lunch for all who participate.  

 

Friday, October 28, from 6-8 p.m.:                                            
We will be hosting our second annual Trunk or Treat for 

PoP families and the community. We 
will be looking for people to decorate 
their car and hand out candy. We also 
need volunteers to provide candy. 
Watch for details. An invitation flier 
will be distributed to people who 
come for the food distribution. 

Sundays, November 20 and December 4,                                
following worship:                                     

Once again, Kim & Wade Lawrence 
have offered to host the                             

Gingerbread House event.                           
On  November 20 you will either 
bake your own house or assemble 
your kit. On December 4, everyone 

will decorate their houses.  

 

Friday, December 2, 7-10 p.m.:                                             
Finally! After two long years we plan to bring back the 
adults-only Holiday Hors d’oeuvre Party. COVID-19 
permitting, Pete and Michelle Eldridge have agreed to 

host this open house in their home. Come when you 
can; leave when you need to, but bring an hors 
d’oeuvre or beer or wine with you. 

 

Sunday, December 11, following worship:                         
Christmas Celebration Sunday. After worship we will 
gather in the gym and social hall for a light lunch,   
tying blankets for Bronson Pediatrics, decorating 

Tamara’s office Christmas tree and decorating the 
Gathering Space with the world’s longest paper chain 
(perhaps an exaggeration). We’ll have treats to send 
home. 

 

Finally, we’re looking forward to offering a women’s 
retreat in the spring. 

 

Do you have other suggestions?  

 

 Please contact someone on the Fellowship Committee:                   
Tammy Cooper (chairperson), Megan Floyd,                             

Paula Kana’an (council liaison), Pastor Rachel,                       
Claudia Lee, Gail MacNellis, Tamara Preston                                    

and Pam Timm. 

Ministry Fair (Sunday, Sept. 18) 

Responding to God’s call to serve  
hasn’t always been easy, especially 
during the pandemic. This fair is an 
opportunity to learn about all the 
ways our community serves together 
and join in the joy! Talk to committee members about what 
they love doing together. Try a new experience like carry-
ing the processional cross or setting up for communion. 
Complete a BINGO card and win a prize! 



 

7  

Council and Committees 

In August we discussed             
setting metrics for Steward-
ship; not just money and 
pledges, but gifts of time and                       
participation in the life of the 
church. On September 18, the 
Stewardship and Worship 

Committees are hosting a Ministry Fair to make every-
one aware of the multitude of service projects and          
activities at Prince of Peace. Watch for your Ministry 
Fair Bingo card to help you navigate all that is offered.  

 

Our Financial Report continues to show promise,           
with giving trends in line with meeting our approved 
budget.  

 

Social Hall Tables: Council received a proposal to                  
purchase ten 60‖ round tables for the social hall and 
ten rectangular tables to replace some of our heavier 
and damaged tables. Some of the small square tables 
will be used for the refugee resettlement program. 
Others will be offered to congregation members or 
Habitat Restore. A motion was made, seconded and 
approved to purchase the twenty tables plus ten                    
tablecloths for the round tables. 

 

The Active Shooter Information Session was well        
attended. The next step in the process is to have a               
security assessment done of our building and grounds.                                          
Dick recommended that a member/s of the Property 
Committee participate in this assessment. Property is             

exploring installation of security cameras in the                    

parking lots and could gain useful information from 
the officer conducting the assessment. 

 

“Ask Me Anything” will debut in October after                    
worship once a month. This will be an opportunity for 
people to ask questions about particular parts of our 
life together in faith. For example, the first one, will be 
―Ask Me Anything about the Chancel.‖ Pastor will 
meet people in the chancel to take questions about 
worship leadership, the processional cross,                            
communion, readings, paraments – anything that is in 
the chancel or happens there. Watch for more details. 

 

Our next meeting is scheduled on                                       

Wednesday, September 21, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 

Personnel Committee Update  

 

We have been very busy last year and this year and want 
to provide you all with a brief update.   

 

As you may know, we have had two part-time positions 
posted since 2021 - a Volunteer Coordinator and a                    
Communications Manager. Unfortunately, there were no 
candidates who fit the qualifications for either position.   

 

We’re now deep into evaluating our needs and gaps and 
investigating what models are being used by other                 
congregations of our size and in our area. We have also 
been in discussion with the synod and with the Bishop to 
learn more about trends and possible options as we move 
forward. 

 

In the meantime, please know that Mike Whately,                  
formerly our Volunteer Coordinator, has moved into our 
position of Technology Manager and we’re excited about 
that. While he continues to help with limited outreach for 
volunteers, he is no longer serving in that capacity.   

 

We ask that all of you help fill this gap as you are able.                 
If you are on a committee and need volunteers, the staff 
can assist by giving you suggested names of individuals 
and maybe even help connect you.   

 

If you’re interested in volunteering, 
or want more  information about                
volunteer opportunities, please let 
someone know that!  The staff can 
help give you information or can 
connect you with someone from the 
various committees. We’re hoping everyone can pitch in 
to help as we fill this role.  

 

We’re working diligently and we will keep you updated. 
One thing we can ALL do is to recognize and thank the 
current staff for their hard work, their flexibility, their 
commitment to serving, and the leadership that they have 
provided to all of us, through the pandemic and now as 
well. It has been a difficult road and we are so blessed to 
have the dedicated people we have on staff. 

 

Peace, Sue Jones, Personnel Committee Chair                                    

 

Committee Members: Executive Committee – Derek Stepanski 
(President), Dennis Stalker (VP), Dave Reinhold (Treasurer),                         
Gail MacNellis (Secretary), Pr Rachel, Mitch Maurer (Non    
Council Member) 
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Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration Ministry at Work 

As of August 14th, 2022                                                                  
the Extended Ministries Endowment Committee                         

has $1,364.14 remaining in 2022 for disbursement to 
potential extended ministries beyond the operational 

budget of POP.  

The committee welcomes written requests with the    
following information: 1) Name of requestor 2) Name 
of extended ministry 3) Brief description and potential 
impact of the ministry 4) Amount of monies requested. 
The Endowment Committee will then review the             
request and determine if monies will be distributed.                           
If possible, the committee prefers to see the request at 
least one month prior to the need for the funds.  

Please contact Mark Clyne via email   

markclyne@sbcglobal.net) or any of the other                                
Endowment Committee members (Kevin Jawahir, 
Heather Maurer, Joyce Stout, Mike Wathen) or fill out      
a paper form available from the church office with any 
requests and place them the Endowment Fund mailbox 
in the workroom. If you use a paper form, please notify 
an Endowment Committee member as we currently do 
not monitor the mailbox regularly. 

If you think we aren’t making a difference in people’s 
lives you only need to read the thank-you note above 

 

The Need for Assistance continues to outmatch the 
funds we collect. At this time, we are only able to help 
members of the church. If you can help build the fund 
up again go to our pathways of giving page on the web-
site or follow this link.  https://popportage.org/pages/
pathways-of-giving   

If you forgot or never knew the details of the                           
Good Samaritan Fund continue reading . . . 

 

Thanks to your generosity, we’ve been able to help                          
dozens of families through the work of our Good                      
Samaritan fund. This fund exists to help members of our 
congregation and members of the wider Portage and 
Kalamazoo community in a crisis. Most of the               
requests we get are for assistance with rent or utilities. 
People seeking help must fill out an application, provide 
an ID and documentation related to their request such 
as a lease agreement or a utility bill, and have their re-
quest reviewed by Pastor Rachel before it can be               
approved.  If a request is approved, a check is sent from 
the fund directly to the landlord or utility company on 
behalf of the person making the request.  

Thank you for all of your assistance, I can’t begin to express 
my gratitude and thanks. It feels so small to what it means to 
me! May all your days and times be truly blessed! My family 
and I feel truly blessed by your generosity!  

Greatest Blessings to you, — a Good Sam Recipient   

We partner with other local organizations such as the        
St. Vincent De Paul Society & Ministry with Communi-
ty in this work. When we can’t cover a whole bill, they  
often help find other funding sources. When they 
know of a person we can help, they will send them our 
way. We are grateful for all the partners we have in 
this work.  

 

For more detailed information on the policy for how 
we use the fund or to find an application form, see our 
website: https://www.popportage.org/ministries/
good-samaritan-fund  

Your Good Sam generosity in numbers     

through the 2nd quarter: 

 $20,815 total 

 $14,730 for rental assistance 

 $6,087 in utility assistance   

 Last week we had 7 requests and gave out 

$3,500 in two days. The need is that great! 

mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
https://popportage.org/pages/pathways-of-giving
https://popportage.org/pages/pathways-of-giving
https://www.popportage.org/ministries/good-samaritan-fund
https://www.popportage.org/ministries/good-samaritan-fund
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Thank you for your generous gift to the ministries of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. You are 
helping people around the world feel the transitional 
power of God’s love. Thank you for your generous gifts. 
The glory of God is shining through you.                                             
— Rachel Wind, Executive Director of Philanthropy 

 We are so grateful for your recent monetary gift and 
your gift of 229 lbs. of food to Kalamazoo Loaves and 
Fishes. Food insecurity can impact anyone — sometimes 
just for a short period of time.—sometimes not. Your 
contributions help us work toward realizing the power of 
a community where all people have adequate need to the 
most basic of human needs — food and nutrition.                                                              
— Jennifer E. Johnson, Executive Director 

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration Thank You’s and Impact Statements 

I want to thank everyone that supported Beth and me 
during the recovery of both of my knee                                       
replacement surgeries. 

To everyone that provided meals. . .Thank you. 

To those that provided the use of equipment, walkers,                      
exercise bikes . . . Thank you. 

To those that provided financial support to                                          
pay the deductible . . .  Thank you. 

Thank you to everyone that provided encouragement 
and sent cards.  

Mike Whately  

Bronco Bash 2022! 

Matrix Campus Ministry – Connecting at Bronco Bash! 

More than 100 WMU students completed our information survey to learn about how Matrix Campus Ministry can help 
them connect, grow, and lead while they’re in college. We discovered that almost 40% of these young adults think about 
God and faith (and that Kermit the Frog is far and away their favorite Muppet character). We are excited for the faith 
filled conversations we’ll have and the new community we’ll build this year! Thank you for your prayers and support. 
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Impact Giving 

Watch for new and exciting 
changes to our newsletter 
over the next few months.  

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

9/9  Joelyn Rich

 Liam Jensen

 James Morgan 

9/10  Stacey Lawrence 

9/11  Nathaniel Scaglione 

9/12  Bob Drafta 

9/1  Kathryn Ott 

 Sarah Beuker

 Bruce Mills 

9/2  Karen Knapp 

 Andrew Poisson 

9/4  Karen Clyne 

 Valerie Flagler 

9/7  Natalie DeVries 

9/8 Chris Poisson

 Nancy Mason 

9/14  Louise Berdahl 

9/15  Joanne Preston 

9/16  KC Copeland 

9/17  Morgan Schuhknecht

 Korday Arntson  

 Bette MacKenzie

 Julia Zaleski 

9/18 Larry Wentzel 

9/20  Rob Boulis 

9/ 21  Michael Whately 

 Jocelyn Steinke 

9/22  Kenneth Tabor 

9/23  Andy Anderson

 Heather Maurer 

 Gary Bischof 

9/24  Gordon Hare 

9/25  Jennifer Gatz 

 Paula Kana'an 

9/26  Amelia Maurer 

 Allison Dumler 

 Alexis Maurer 

9/27  Jack Jones 

 Janet Hill 

 Sue Grinder 

9/28  Julie Cartier 

 Kelly DeRango 

9/29  Brent Palarz 

9/30  Mitchell Eldridge 

 Kaya Ottesen 

Anniversaries 

Ray & Sandra Williams   9/1 

Kevin & Jennifer Jawahir   9/2 

Joelene & Kevin Pedersen   9/3 

Mitch & Heather Maurer  9/3 

Dwain & Barbara Leaser   9/7 

Greg & Lori Hannemann   9/10 

Duane & Fran Bushfield   9/15 

Sue & David Grinder   9/15 

Brian & Karen DeVries   9/16 

Mark & Gail Brown   9/17 

Brian & Kris Rieck   9/18 

On-line Giving Has Never Been So Easy!  

You can click or copy and paste the link                       

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097                                            

or use the QR code.                                                                                   

You can also go to the Prince of Peace website                                                     

& click on the giving button.                                                                                                  

For questions contact either Marilyn or Tamara.  

On-Line Giving 

Thomas & Sharin Noall   9/22 

Dave & Lorri Walch   9/24 

Carol Stezowski & Cheryl Yingling  9/24 

David & Karen Josuns   9/25 

Cassandra & Martis Pone   9/28 

The Office will be closed                     

Monday, September 5                                  

in observance of Labor Day. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097


 

11  

What Happens After the Kits Leave POP? 

The Quilt & Kit Ministry:                                                                
Our longest running program 

LWR distributed its first quilts in 1945 to families in                
war-torn Europe following the Second World War. 
Within a decade, the ministry was reaching around the 
globe to villages far removed from the world’s attention. 
Today, an average of 300,000 quilts are lovingly given 
worldwide each year. LWR Mission Quilts are highly 
regarded throughout the world because of their quality 
and consistency.  

 

Offering comfort and care to those who need it most 

Often, when natural disasters strike or when war drives 

families from their homes, our hearts ache with                                   
compassion, but we don’t know how to help. Making 
Lutheran World Relief Kits and quilts is a fun and                        
tangible way to offer comfort to those suffering and                      
express love to our neighbors in need. 

 

Quilts can be used as warm bedding, simple tents or 
floor coverings. Each one reflects God's loving presence 
in a world rife with suffering.  

 

LWR Kits are specifically designed to help people          
coping with poverty, disaster, conflict and more.                     

Whether a kit helps someone to maintain good hygiene, 
care well for a newborn baby, keep education going     

during a crisis or learn a new vocation, LWR Kits                    
provide dignity and hope in the direst situations. 

Pictures and text courtesy of Lutheran World Relief 
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Prince of Peace Calendar — September 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


