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Summer ends, Autumn brings new life
                          - by Richard de Candole,  Warden 
     
Glory to God, whose power working in us...

               uring Elizabeth’s absence on summer holidays we enjoyed four  
memorable Sundays with guest priest Will Hubbard. During his opening 
welcome and sermons Will wasn’t shy about sharing his interests, passions and 
faith journey – everything from the impact of attending an ACDC concert to 
the philosophical aspects of motorcycling and the role of chaos in Christian 
community. He had a special ability to centre us in God’s presence as he led 
the worship.

(continued on page 2)
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At a farewell after the service on Aug. 14 we presented 
him with the coveted St. Mark coffee mug and sent 
him on his way, golf clubs in tow, on a cross-Canada 
adventure. We look forward to a visit when he returns 
to Vancouver Island.

This fall as a parish we will continue to discuss the ideas 
gathered during the Cottage meetings and seek God’s 
guidance in choosing a course of action for 2023. We 
will also be focusing on ways to increase our revenues 
each month to meet our budgetary needs. Finally there 
are decisions to be made on how best to restart the 
many ministries and programs that were suspended 
during COVID.

Back by popular demand ... the service of Holy 
Communion on Sundays at 8:30 am will begin on 
Sunday September 4th, 2022.  We thank you for your 
patience as we re-start an age-old Anglican tradition of 
a said BCP service early on Sunday mornings.

... can do infinitely more than we could ask or 
imagine.

BY THE WAY...
In June, Richard de Candole
published his book “Toughest
School in North America,” a memoir 
about his years as a student at the 
Anglican boys’ school (St. John’s 
Cathedral Boys School) at Selkirk, 
Manitoba. St. John’s was famous 
for its long canoe trips along the 
voyageur routes of Canada and its 50-mile treks on 
snowshoe. Richard was assisted in the project by Jean 
Smith who kindly proof-read the manuscript. For many 
years Jean proof-read the Qualicum Beach Town Council 
minutes prior to approval. Coincidentally a new biography 
entitled “Prairie Lion” about the school’s co-founder Ted 
Byfield has also been published recently. “Toughest School 
in North America” is available on Amazon, Mulberry Bush 
Bookstore and the QB library.

Summer Ends, Autumn Brings New Life  (continued)

Diocesan News
Kirsten Evenden (who was with 
us at St. Mark’s as postulant 
until the end of May) will 
be “made” a Deacon in the 
Anglican Church of Canada on 
Wednesday evening September 
14th - Holy Cross Day - at 7 
pm. Kirsten will be joining the 
parish of St Mary in Nanoose as Deacon-in-Charge.

On that same evening, Sheila 
Cook will also be “made” a 
Deacon. Sheila, whom many 
of you have not yet met, is 
working in the Northern 
Hub Ministry of Port Hardy 
and Alert Bay.  The Church 
is indeed blessed to have two 
such extraordinary candidates 
entering their ministry.

The Rev. Lynn Cawthra who 
is a Vocational Deacon in the 
Anglican Church has been 
serving in the Parish of St. 
Paul in Nanaimo. She will be 
celebrating her last Sunday 
with the parishioners there and 
moving to join our ministry at St Mark beginning on 
Sunday September 11th, 2022.

In preparation, and celebration 
of Lynn’s arrival, the Director 
of Deacons, The Very Rev. 
Ansley Tucker (Dean of the 
Cathedral) will be joining 
us for worship on Sunday 
September 4th, 2022.  Ansley 
will be preaching at the 10am 
service.
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In less than a month, two candidates will present 
themselves to be “made Deacons” in the Anglican 
Church of Canada. Kirsten Evenden and Sheila Cook, 
both of who have a connection to us at St Mark in 
Qualicum. Kirsten has been in our midst as a student, 
in preparation for ordination, and Sheila has also been 
preparing for her ordination, serving in the Northern 
Hub ministry of Ports McNeill, Hardy and Alice.

As these two women prepare for their vocation, it has led 
me to remember my own journey in ministry. I always 
love to tell the story of my Ordination to the Diaconate 
that took place in St Mark (Stone Church) Saint John, 
New Brunswick. 

My family had gathered for the happy event, and a 
large group from my “student parish” of St Lawrence 
in Montreal were also in attendance. As my Bishop, 
George Lemmon, leaned forward to “Lay hands on my 
head” – he quickly drew back and whispered, “What am 
I doing?” To this query, I replied rather hastily, “I don’t 
know! What ARE you doing?”

His reply, “Would you like your Uncle to ordain you?” 
To which I quipped, “I don’t care!!!” The rest, as you 
can imagine, is history. My Uncle Walter (Walter Jones, 
Bishop of Rupert’s Land) added his hands to George’s 
and I was thus made a Deacon in the Anglican Church 
of Canada.

Walter was one of the youngest Bishops in the Episcopal 
Church, in South Dakota. He served as Bishop in SD 
from 1970 – 1983 and then moved back to Manitoba in 
1983. While serving in South Dakota, my Uncle was one 
of the people who was allowed to cross the “line” that 
was established at “Wounded Knee”. 

Uncle Walter carried vital medications as needed and 
after the stand-off was completed, he was given a gift … 
a Metis Sash. This was to honour his work and ministry 
to the people of the First Nation of Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota.

   ELIZABETH’S 

  QUIRKS & QUARKS

Sadly, my uncle died in a skiing accident in March 2003, 
but his family sent to me the Sash that held such honour.

The Métis Sash 
(portagecollege.ca)
The Métis or L’Assomption Sash 
is one of the most recognizable 
parts of the Métis dress and 
identifies as a symbol of their 
people. The sash is styled after an 
“Assomption sash”, named for 
the town in Quebec where they 
were made. In French, a Métis 
sash can be called “un ‘ceinture 
flechée’”, literally “an arrowed 
belt”.The arrow design can be 
seen in the weaving. The sashes 
were used by voyageurs of the fur 
trade, but they became a popular 
trade item for the HBC, NWC, and the western Métis. 
Eventually the Métis started producing their own sashes 
in the Red River area. 

The 3 metre long hand–woven sashes were made out of 
brightly colored red and blue wool with fringed ends. 
The fringed ends of the sashes were decorative, but also 
served as extra thread if anything needed mending while 
traveling. In more recent times, the Manitoba Métis 
Federation began a ceremony called “The order of the 
Sash” and this has been emulated by most Métis groups. A 
sash is presented as a thank you to honor for outstanding 
cultural, political and social contributions to the Métis 
Nation. 

To end this long tale, I knew that the Sash didn’t belong 
to me, but ought to be returned to the Metis family. I 
have been blessed in my 31 years of ministry to know 
colleagues from the Manitoba Metis Nation. Earlier 
this summer, I travelled to Vancouver and returned the 
Sash to my friend the Ven. Douglas Fenton. I know he’ll 
wear it well and carry on the legacy of a transformative 
ministry.
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PARISHIONER PROFILE: 

BILL PURDY
                                                       -  by John Smith
 
          ecreted away north of Bowser, Bill and Gillian Purdy
         live in a house they designed themselves, on a 
beautifully gardened lot, fenced to keep the deer, bears and 
cougars out. It’s taken a lot of ventures and many moves to 
get there, but you get the feeling they are now well settled.

Born in Peace River Alberta in 1941, Bill’s family moved 
to Nanaimo when he was six. His father was a policeman, 
and Bill went all through school there. He was a server at 
St. Paul’s Church, and recalls the visit of Princess Elizabeth 
and Prince Philip to Nanaimo, when he was in a line-up of 
cub scouts, and the Princess shook his hand!

 After school, and a brief time with the Bank of Montreal 
– they wanted to post him to Clinton, which wasn’t his 
idea of fun – Bill followed in his father’s footsteps and 
joined the RCMP. He started in the small Alberta town of 
Okotoks, where the police were welcomed as a community 
resource. Things changed in the ‘60s, and by the time he 
was slated to be moved to Banff, “the Police Force had 
become like what you saw on Miami Vice, dealing with 
drug peddlers and gangs”.   

So Bill left the RCMP, and he and his first wife moved to 
Calgary, where he obtained his Steam Engineers license. 
When he heard that Harmac was looking for a Steam 
Engineer, it was a good way to get away from the Alberta 
winters and back to Nanaimo. Bill worked at Harmac for 
two years while the family raised their three children in a 
house he built in Yellow Point. (Yes, you read it right – Bill 
has the skills to build houses, learned from helping his 
father build a house on Jingle Pot Road when he was 14, 
including “Framing Square and Slide Rule Lessons”.)  

Yet another opportunity arose when Nanaimo opened 
Beban Park as its premier recreation complex. Bill started 
there as a maintenance foreman, and eventually rose to 
become the Park’s Manager of Operations. 

In the 1980s, there came tough times for Bill, though 
they were intertwined with life-altering events. His first 
marriage ended, as did his job at Beban Park, where mis-
understandings and financial turmoil resulted in charges, 
and eventually, in 1987, a 6 month sentence, of which Bill 
spent two at Brannen Lake Correctional Institute, and four 
on probation. In the middle of all this, he had met Gillian 

S
when a Rotary buddie invited Bill to join him, his wife “and 
a friend” for a drink before a concert at Beban Park, and 
Bill found himself escorting Gillian to the concert – “and I 
don’t do blind dates!” However, this blind date led to good 
things, as eventually Bill and Gillian were married in 1986, 
and she brought her two children from a previous marriage 
into the Purdy household. Importantly, she was there for 
Bill when he served his sentence, and Bill says “she was my 
rock – she stuck with me.”

The prison experience also led to a turning point in Bill’s 
spiritual life. Despite being raised in a Christian home, he 
was too ashamed to go to church when in prison, but he 
did get to thinking about what to do with his life. So, when 
his 50th birthday came along at Easter, 1991, he went to a 
Sunday service at St. Paul’s Nanaimo, where he says, “I was 
overcome”.  He has been to church every (or nearly every!) 
Sunday since.  In 1993, his pastor sponsored him to attend 
a Cursillo (Short Course in Christianity) weekend, and 
as Bill says, “I’ve been hooked on Jesus ever since”. (And, 
by the way, Bill has obtained an official pardon for his 
offence.) 

Newly released, with only a grade 12 education, an expired 
Engineers Steam Ticket and a new wife, Bill needed work! 
He established ‘Nanaimo Yard Doctor’, a landscaping 
business, and landed a government contract to design 
and maintain sites along the Old Island Highway from 
Ladysmith to Deep Bay. He was at this for 17 years, while 
Gillian ran a physiotherapy clinic in the Harewood district 
of Nanaimo. She had clients on assistance, which led to 
difficult challenges. 

Then Bill and Gillian established and ran Qualicum Village 
Winery – it was a fast learning process, involving lots of 
reading and research, but it was worth it. One day, he asked 

Bill relaxing in his beautiful back yard garden.
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a worried client if he had had anyone pray with him, and, 
right there, Bill and the client prayed for strength. Word 
got around, so that, in addition to wine making (including 
sacramental wine for St. Mark’s!) Bill soon had a little prayer 
ministry going on the side.

When Bill turned 70 in 2011, he and Gillian decided 
it was time to think about retirement. After looking in 
vain for a place they could afford in Oceanside, they 
discovered a treed lot outside Bowser. They set out to clear 
it – “Five logging truck loads paid for the clearing and 
the foundation” – and then designed the house, starting 
from a simple plan which kept expanding, so that a 1200 
foot design ended up being a two story house with a 
wrap-around veranda. While Gillian continued to run 
the winery, Bill built the house, and used his landscaping 
experience to plan and install their beautiful garden.

Soon after the 1993 Cursillo experience, the chaplain at 
the Brennan Lake facility asked Bill if there was any way 
Bill might help out. Bill, just getting his feet on the ground, 
didn’t want to do this, but couldn’t stop thinking about 
it. “It was like Jacob wrestling with God.” Eventually he 
emailed the chaplain, and thus started Bill’s ‘Christian 
Ministry to Prisoners’, which is still going strong today. For 
close to thirty years, Bill has been part of a team providing 
Christian ministry to inmates at the Nanaimo Correctional 
Centre and the Clallam Bay Corrections Center in 
Washington State. And he has been a team leader in about 
14 Alpha Courses. At the Nanaimo facility, until closed to 
visitors by Covid, Bill was there on most Sundays from 4 pm 
until about 9pm − they even gave him a master key to get in 
(and out?)! The sessions involve hymns, prayers, one-on-one 
and small group chats, “always ending with ‘Amazing 
Grace’ – the Brennan Lake anthem!”, and conducting 
church services for two groups of participants. Often, Bill 
wouldn’t get home for supper until 9:30. On August 21, the 
Nanaimo facility re-opened its doors to volunteer Christian 
ministry, to which Bill, along with Richard de Candole and 
Simon Burn, are committed. The Clallam Bay facility was 
also closed to visitors during Covid, but Bill hopes to restart 
his ministry there soon.

Bill also became involved, first as an observer and then as 
a team member, in KAIROS (God’s Special Time) Prison 
Ministry International. Basically, KAIROS is Cursillo, 
modified for use in prisons. He was on the National 
Secretariat for a while, but wanted to do more, so he 
became involved in several KAIROS three-day retreats. 
They are very intensive.  Bill attended one at the McNeil 

Island Corrections Center in Puget Sound. He found that 
it was the food (good and plentiful!) which attracted even 
gang leaders to participate in the three-day retreat, which, 
to them, felt like three days out of prison. Then Bill was 
involved with 18 KAIROS retreats at the Clallam Bay 
facility. At the closing service, each participant is offered a 
cross, and Bill figures that a majority take one. So, although 
it was the food that attracted them, it was the content 
which stayed with them. The KAIROS format needs the 
appropriate space in order to succeed, and it hasn’t worked 
out in Canada. But Bill says that what he and others are 
doing to help prison chaplains does make a difference. 
Statistics show that, where there is active Christian Ministry 
in facilities, recidivism goes down from 80% to 40%.

Bill thrives in the small group format, involving Bible Study, 
prayer and discussion. He was part of such a group when 
living and working in Nanaimo, so it makes sense that this is 
also part of his life at St. Mark’s. He is in a Bible Study group 
at St. Mark’s which although interrupted a bit by Covid, 
now meets faithfully again every Tuesday morning.  Before 
Covid, Bill attended the 8:30 am Service on Sundays, and 
for 9 years assisted at that Service as a faithful server.  Since 
Covid caused the cancellation of the early Sunday Service, 
Bill has been attending the 10 am Service, so more people at 
St. Mark’s have got to know him, and he them, “which is a 
good thing,” says Bill.

As to travel, the Purdys have been to England several times 
to visit Gillian’s family. A trip in 2004 was to attend the 
family gathering on the death of Gillian’s mother. As the 
family states that it is “not religious” Bill wondered what 
sort of service there would be. So, when their son, Nick, 
newly ordained in the Pentecostal ministry, said that prayer 
would be in order, and undertook a short homily, it was a 
surprise to all.

So, where does Gillian fit in to Bill’s work? Bill says that, 
although she doesn’t talk about her faith, she participates 
with him, shares in his preparations, and is consistently 
there for him. 
Simply put, 
“She is in Prison 
Ministry with 
me”. And they 
are comfortable 
with that.
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EDUCATION: 

MESSY CORNER

Messy Church Goes Wild! 
This September, 2022, our Parish will once 
again be reaching out to more than 15 
families with packages that include a bible 
story, a craft with needed materials, a recipe 
to make a delicious child-friendly treat and 
a letter from Elizabeth. It would be ideal to 
invite the families to gather once again in 
the church hall. However, at this time, we 
have decided to see what the fall brings – 
and to exercise caution in keeping everyone 
safe from CoVid illness, both our children 
and our more senior volunteers.

More than 30 children play and create 
and hear the bible stories that come each 
month. This fall our program called “Messy 
Church Goes Wild” follows along with the 
world-wide “Season of Creation”. This 
is a time in the church where Christians 
everywhere unite in a celebration of 
prayer and action to protect our common 
home, the earth. The celebration begins on 
September 1st and ends on October 4th, the 
feast day of St Francis of Assisi, the Patron 
Saint of ecology beloved by many Christian 
denominations.

Here’s a sample of the fall September 
package:

“Holy in love with God’s Creation”  
In this package we want to emphasise the 
idea of sustainability. God calls us to care and 
preserve the creation, and what this means 
and how we can do our part is the focus of 
this package.

Bible Link - Genesis 1:27-28 – Craft 
Floor picture creation, using different 
animals, plants & flowers… and on a clean 
sheet imitate the creation story by adding 
parts of the creation (light, water, plants, 
animals …)

Tasty Treat 

SERPENT
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Who is this avid reader, 
who eventually teamed 

up with this dapper 
young man? 

Looking for photos for the next 
few issues of Lamplighter...

If you’d like to submit a photo 
of a younger you, please email 
Barb at bhgs54@gmail.com.  

Answer is on page 16. 

GUESS WHO?

Do not be quickly provoked in your spirit, 
for anger resides in the lap of fools. 
    Ecclesiastes 7:9

For those watching from home, you may have noticed 
some technical issues for the past few months. While 
these little blips along the road don’t make one angry, 
the frustration level this past summer has been high.  

St Mark’s has been live streaming the 10am service for 
the past two and a half years. As Covid took over our 
lives, “Facebook Live” seemed a very inexpensive option 
(basically free), using only phones as cameras. People 
were able to watch in real time from home, or watch 
later from the website link. It was a great solution!

At the beginning, our first challenge was dealing with 
poor internet connections, and Neil Vennard, along 
with Shaw, dealt with that by putting a stronger router 
in the sanctuary. That fixed that problem, and since 
then, things have been  going along “tickety boo”.  

The second challenge, and one that has become worse 
over this past summer, is copyright blockage. While the 

WORSHIP: 

BRINGING SERVICES TO YOUR HOME       -  by Barbara Hicks

live feeds are taping on Facebook with few problems, 
as soon as we try to post on our website, they are 
blocked. The church pays a copyright license for use of 
the hymn book and other music, but this apparently 
doesn’t cover online streaming. David Hitchcock 
has looked into this and we are hoping that paying a 
“streaming” fee along with the copyright licence will 
fix this. Fingers crossed.

And then there is the issue of vertical vs horizontal 
imaging. This summer, Facebook, with no warning, 
decided the Live Feed default should now be a vertical 
format. This is because of apps like Tik Tok, Snapchat, 
etc. Unfortunately, our website defaults to a horizontal 
format and the two are not very compatible. It took a 
while, but I think we have this one figured out. Phew!

Most of the congregation is back in the church, but we 
realize some of you depend on the online services for 
various reasons. We want our service to stay accessible 
to all our parishioners and beyond. Thank you so 
much for your patience while we sorted things out this 
summer, and we apologize for any inconvenience. 
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MUSIC NOTES
             -  by Dave Hitchcock

Many of us are extremely fond of the swirl of Celtic 
music – there is something in its haunting harmonies and 
toe-tapping rhythms that calls to our souls. That poignant 
sound comes largely from its use of various pentatonic 
(five-tone) scales or “modes” that form the basis of Celtic 
music. If you play the five black keys on a piano keyboard in 
order you will have a pentatonic scale. The pentatonic scale 
is extremely “accessible”, and fits the human voice naturally. 
Understandably therefore it also forms the basis of much 
indigenous music throughout the world. 

Simple childhood songs form another example of 
pentatonic music. Think, for example, of the nursery rhyme 
“A-Tisket, A-Tasket” (which you can find at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=YKodv0AuaBc) among a myriad of 
other versions of the same nursery song.) Another example 

would be a mother crooning “Bye Baby Bunting” to the 
child in her arms. Sadly, today these simple cradle songs 
are rarely, if ever, heard, and that connection between 
the parent and child has largely evaporated in favour of 
an iPod blaring out totally inappropriate music for an 
infant. Thus, one of a child’s first introductions to beauty 
becomes contaminated through the cacophonous 
disorder that passes for modern “music”.

Long before Saint Patrick’s arrival on Irish shores Celtic 
music was alive and well, but, as it has done throughout 
its history, the Church gradually adopted the evocative 
sounds of the indigenous music to reach out to the 
common people in expressing religious devotion. We 
will explore what became of Celtic music within the 
church in the next edition of  “The Lamplighter”.

FROM THE 

ARCHIVES 
                                                        - by John Smith

The Saint Francis Window
As we will have a Blessing of the Animals Service on Sunday, 
October 2, it’s appropriate to have a look at our Saint Francis 
window, (the one closest to the organ console), whose Feast Day 
is October 4. 

The window was donated by Elizabeth M. Eyre in 1988. Saint 
Francis, the founder of the Franciscans (hence the brown habit), 
had a great love of animals, so this is traditionally the time for 
Blessing of the Animals Services. In addition to being the patron 
saint of animals, he is the patron of merchants, the ecology and (!) 
stowaways. He is also credited with having arranged for the first 
live nativity scene at Christmas. The beautiful prayer/hymn “Make 
me a Channel of Your Peace” is attributed to Saint Francis. 
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FROM THE 
KITCHEN
With the garden harvest season upon 
us, we have a tasty recipe from Sandy 
Morter. Taken from St. Mark’s Saintly 
Temptations cookbook, this delicious-
sounding recipe is ideal for those 
autumn lunches or dinners.  Enjoy!

CURRIED BUTTERNUT 
SQUASH and PEAR SOUP
Ingredients 

1 tbsp olive oil   
1 cup onion, chopped  
1 clove garlic, minced   
1 tbsp curry powder   
1 tsp ground cumin   
1 tbsp brown sugar   
6 cups vegetable or chicken broth
1 to 1.5 lb butternut squash, 
 peeled and diced
4 ripe Bartlett pears, peeled and diced
handful of chopped fresh cilantro,
 for garnish

Directions:
In a large pot, heat oil over medium heat.  
Add chopped onion and cook until soft, 
about 5 minutes.  Add minced garlic, 
curry powder, cumin and brown sugar.  
Cook, stirring for 30 seconds.  Add 
broth, squash and pears.  Bring to a boil, 
then reduce heat and simmer, covered, 
until squash and pears are tender, about 
30 minutes.  Puree mixture with hand 
blender or transfer to food processor and 
puree in batches.  Garnish with cilantro 
and serve warm with crusty bread.

Bon appetit! 

COTTAGE MEETING UPDATE
In a Cottage Meetings Report circulated earlier, we said that, 
in this Issue of The Lamplighter, there would be a summary 
of the findings of the Cottage Meetings. Basically, the desire 
was expressed to recommit and reconnect, both: 

INWARDLY, within the context of our St. Mark community, 
i.  through Music, there being a need and a desire for 

singing and hearing music in the context of worship and 
gatherings, and, 

ii. through Pastoral Care, reaching out to each other and 
serving those in our community unable to attend services; 

OUTWARDLY, to the wider community of Oceanside, 
i. by finding ways to be known in the community again, 

such as, for example,  a ‘Fair’ or ‘enabling refugees’, and 
ii. by communication, finding ways to send out our 

message of God’s love and work.

Parish Council has decided there will be a special 
Vestry Meeting on Sunday, October 30 to discuss and 
determine the way forward. Stay tuned for details.

DORCAS MINISTRY COLLECTIONS
St. Mark’s parish will be joining with others around the diocese 
in supplying help to those beyond our parish boundaries through 
the Dorcas Ministry, a ministry of the Diocesan Anglican Church 
Women that has continued for over 150 years.  The collection of 
baby & children’s clothing items has begun. The bundles, delivered 
to parishes in our companion Diocese of Caledonia, will be packed 
& shipped October 25th. You are invited to contribute items, 
whether hand-crafted, knitted or bought, to the bin in the Narthex 
before Sunday, Oct. 23, 2022. Specially needed items include:

•  Medium & Large baby sleepers
•  Onesies, t-shirts & pants for toddlers
•  Crib blankets, sheets & receiving blankets
•  Sweater/hat sets
•  Mitts, socks or knitted slippers

Also: lap quilts or small afghans (which go specifically to Haida 
Gwaii for seniors in care)

Thank you for your support
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Here’s the latest news from several of our 
parishioners.  We’re always glad to hear from 
you, keeping us connected and closer together.  
Many thanks for your contributions! 

On Palm Sunday here at St. Mark’s (in the middle 
of a power outage), William Aliro Terence Castillo 
was baptised and welcomed into the family of Christ.  
Proud parents, Suzi Lyster Castillo and Jorge Castillo, 
were joined by godparents and other family members 
for the celebration.

(Note: while watching the Facebook feed of the service, 
Barb noticed people watching and commenting in 
Spanish and wondered if the power outage had taken us 
into some other dimension! She eventually realized this 
was Aliro’s extended family, watching from afar…) 

AROUND THE PARISH 
                                                                                                                     - by Sue Smith and friends

Remember the palm crosses we all received on Palm 
Sunday?  This year they were made by about a dozen 
parishioners, sharing laughter and fellowship (while 
following Elizabeth’s expert teaching).  While working on 
the crosses, Bill Purdy told us a story. He has been doing 
prison ministry since 1993, week by week, year by year, 
sometimes reaching the point where he questions why 
he is doing it.  Then the Lord gives little insights.  Bill has 
been taking palm crosses to the inmates at the Nanaimo 
Correctional facility 
near the end of Lent for 
several years, the ladies 
at the church always 
being glad to make some 
extras.  One day an 
inmate told Bill 
this story.

 Many of the guys 
keep their crosses for a 
long time; some guys 
right up ‘til the next 
year. Sometimes guys 
take a lot of abuse 
over these Christian 
symbols. Once a guy 
asked what it was all 
about, these palm 
crosses.  I told him the Bible said that we were supposed 
to love each other... that’s what the cross piece represented, 
and we were supposed to love God, that’s what the upright 
piece represented, and God tied all this love together right 
in the middle with His love... that’s the Knot !!!

  NEWS FLASH! 
  Bishop Anna will be with us on Sunday, September 11th. 

John & Morag Atherstone will be hosting a 
Ukrainian family under the auspices of the 
volunteer organization Help Ukraine Vancouver 
Island. The Mom and her two young children will 
be arriving on September 11th.
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AROUND THE PARISH

Following church on a sunny Sunday afternoon in June, 
St. Mark’s held a Parish Picnic on the church grounds.  
After two years of COVID restrictions, it was wonderful 
to spend the time together.  Thanks to members of 
the Men’s Group, tables and chairs were set up to 
accommodate sitting areas for eating and space for games 
and other activities to take place.  We were especially happy 
to welcome members of our “Messy Church” family to 
this event organized by the “Messy” team.  Young and 
old alike enjoyed the sandwiches, fresh vegetables and 
fruit organized and prepared by the “Ladies”.  Relaxed 
conversation for the adults and games for the younger set 
kept us all occupied.  It was an enjoyable time topped off 
with smiles, laughter and delicious ice cream!
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AROUND THE PARISH 
                                                                                                                   

St. Mark’s welcomed the Most Rev. Douglas Hambidge 
to preach on Sunday, June 12th. Anyone who knows 
Elizabeth knows Douglas is a true friend and mentor to 
her and we were honoured to have him as a guest. The 
congregation gathered in the hall after the service for 
coffee and cake, where Elizabeth presented Douglas and 
Denise with a gift for their anniversary. 

On Saturday, July 16, 2022, Ros & Simon Burn 
travelled to Manning Park in the BC interior for 
the marriage of their daughter Philippa to Jakob 
Hofvander.  It was a beautiful day with barely a cloud 
in the sky, all the more amazing as 30 minutes away in 
all directions, it poured all day.  God’s sunny blessing 
was on the wedding.  They had a great family party 
with Jakob’s father and brother and Philippa’s family 
members in attendance.  Jakob and Philippa left the 
week after, moving permanently to Sweden (Jakob’s 
home) after their short honeymoon in Poland.

In June Barb Hicks & Brian 
Okell had a two week visit with 
the “twins” and other family 
and friends in Winnipeg. They 
brought grandson Liam back 
with them to spend all of July 
enjoying Qualicum golf, beach, 
forests, family and sunshine. 
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AROUND THE PARISH

St. Mark’s had a very special service on Sunday, July 17th.  Killian 
Ryder Di Venosa was baptized and we had a small memorial service for 
Bill Adkins. Bill’s family was here and we were able to have a luncheon 
after the service celebrating both of these important events. His ashes 
were interred with Suzanne’s in the Memorial garden after the lunch. 
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AROUND THE PARISH 
                                                                                                                   

Wendy & Richard de Candole also had a very busy 
summer with lots of guests - even one from New 
Zealand who they took hiking at Mt Washington 
amidst great banks of snow (in July)! 

Late in July they traveled to Ontario to attend the 
wedding of their niece, Leigh to Colin.  It was a 
glorious outdoor event at a resort on Lake Simcoe 
where Wendy’s mom recalled going to dances as a 
young woman.

They also got in some cottage time on Harris Lake 
with Wendy’s brother, Jack and his wife, Sue. 

Then, while Richard visited his brother in Toronto, 
Wendy spent some “girl time” with her mother.  It was 
a good visit 
and they 
had no 
difficulties 
navigating 
Pearson 
Airport!

Lucky 
them!

Jennifer & Terry Roberts have had a VERY busy 
summer with family and lots of great memories.  
Their son Matthew was here from Calgary and their 
daughter Kim who has been teaching for 10 years at the 
International School in Vietnam was here for 5 weeks.  
Daughter Rebecca and her husband David who live in 
Cloverdale visited for a few days with their children 
Bea and Steffan; and David’s sister and children 
arrived from England.  Terry and Jennifer also had 
their grandchildren for a week on their own in July,  In 
August, a road trip took them to Smithers for fishing in 
Babine Lake!  Luckily they have a lot of stamina!!
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After a two year delay, Diane and Rob Hutchison went 
to Europe for a Danube River cruise from Budapest to 
Munich, walking through the ancient  & present Jewish 
quarter and the grandeur of the Hapsburgs’ summer palace, 
the Benedictine Melk Abbey & their apricot orchards, the 
streets of Salzburg with Sound of Music history, Mozart, 
chocolate, schnitzel & strudel, a trip that culminated in 
their arrival at the picturesque Bavarian alpine town of 
Oberammergau.  

The Oberammergau Passion Play has been performed 
there since the days following the Black Plague (1633), 
when the townsfolk prayed and vowed if the dying 
stopped, “every 10 years, we will stage the play of the 
passion, death, and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ”.  The current pandemic 
postponed the play from 2020 to 2022. 

The Passion Theatre seats 5000 and is 
packed for every performance. 

Thanks to its poignant musical score, the 
play is performed like an oratorio, all in 
German, with a full orchestra, 4 soloists 
& a chorus of 65 on stage between scenes. 
The actors and participants are all local, 
the little children run or are carried on 
stage, and others are involved in scene 

A wonderful family time was had by Marion Jagger when 
both her daughters visited during August.  It was all too 
short of a visit but they ate a lot, walked on the beach and 
just generally enjoyed the glories of this part of paradise 
in which some of us are so fortunate to reside.  Here they 
are at dinner: Gord Davidson, Marion’s brother; Graeme, 
grandson; daughter, Pam who resides in Michigan; 
daughter Trish from Edmonton; and Marion.

changes.  Goats, horses & 2 camels, as well as a basket of 
doves are in the temple courtyard.  Jesus’ overturning of the 
money changers’ table is explosive!  Likewise, the sounds of 
Jesus being lashed and nails being pounded remain audible 
in the mind. The Resurrection scene ends with Mary 
Magdelene shouting “Hallelujah! He is risen!” The whole 
cast, soloists & chorus are on stage, and exit following, 
singing “Praise, glory, worship, power & splendor to you 
from everlasting to everlasting!”  In the quiet, audience 
members are left to their own meditations as they depart 
into the darkening streets of this town that has once more 
honoured its pledge. Diane and Rob were blessed to be 
among these faithful folk, and would encourage you, too, 
to make the trek next time the Play is performed.
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Parish Office (Pam): 250-752-5414 • admin@stmarkqualicum.ca
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I  M    n          emoriam 

Peter MonkPeter Monk

We give thanks for We give thanks for 
the life of parishioner the life of parishioner 
Denys Peter Monk Denys Peter Monk 
who passed away on who passed away on 
June 17, 2022 in his June 17, 2022 in his 
92nd year.  Peter was 92nd year.  Peter was 
the beloved husband the beloved husband 
of Barbara; father to of Barbara; father to 
sons David (Jo), John (Kimberly), Stephen (Catherine) sons David (Jo), John (Kimberly), Stephen (Catherine) 
and daughter Dana.  He also leaves 12 grandchildren and daughter Dana.  He also leaves 12 grandchildren 
and 2 great-grandchildren.  His funeral and interment and 2 great-grandchildren.  His funeral and interment 
of ashes took place at St. Mark’s on June 29, 2022.  of ashes took place at St. Mark’s on June 29, 2022.  
Peter and Barbara worshipped faithfully at St. Mark’s Peter and Barbara worshipped faithfully at St. Mark’s 
for many years.  for many years.  
          
May he rest in Peace and rise in Glory.May he rest in Peace and rise in Glory.

ANSWER TO GUESS WHO from page 8:  Wendy and Richard de Candole

Sunday, October 2, 2022
2:00 - 3:00 pm at St. Mark’s Church

Ven. Elizabeth Northcott will offer 
music, readings from scripture, and prayers. 

For safety reasons, please ensure all dogs are on lead. 
Cats, rabbits, birds and other small pets must be in 

a cage or crate. Please NO snakes or spiders

All donations will go to the 
Parksville Branch of the SPCA 

The Anglican 
Parish 

of St. Mark 

BLESSING 
OF THE 

ANIMALS


