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Council Meeting - Sept 25
The Council will meet after worship
in the conference room at 10:30
a.m.

September 2022 Newsletter

Call Committee Update

Sunday School & Bibles - September 18
Sunday School for children from 3 years of age through 5th grade will begin
on September 18th and continue each Sunday following worship. Children
who are 3 years old, in 2nd grade, or starting confirmation will receive Bibles
at worship that Sunday if they did not receive them at Blessing of Backpacks

The Call Committee has arranged for an
interim pastor starting October 1st
through May 2023.  The pastor is Rev.
Lee Gable.  He is a graduate of Wartburg
Theological Seminary.  He has recently
been the pastor at New Centerville
Lutheran Parish in Centerville,
Pennsylvania.  He is married and his
wife, Rev. Dena Gable is starting as the
new pastor at St. Timothy Lutheran
Church in Hudson, Iowa.  They will be
living in the parsonage at Fredsville.

150th Anniversary Celebration Meal
The 150th Celebration Meal is being moved to October 9th so
Interim Pastor Gable can attend. More information is on the next
page.

  Informal Pictorial Directory
An informal church pictorial directory is being put together so when
Interim Pastor Lee Gable arrives, he will have one to use.  (Our last
photo directory was put together in 2015).

Sue Green will be taking photos of those that attend Fredsville after
church on the four Sundays in September.  When you get your
photo taken, Sue will be asking you if the current contact
information in the Church Directory is correct. (Ex. Do you still have
your home phone? Do you still use this email address?) Sue will
also be asking you to say one or two things about yourself. (Ex:
Sue is a retired teacher who likes to bike.) This information will go
with your photo to help Interim Pastor Gable (and others in the
Fredsville Congregation) to get to know you better.  

If you would rather the informal directory use a "head and
shoulders" photo that you already have, please either scan it and
email it to the church office or drop it off.  Note: If you drop off your
photo it will be your responsibility to either pick it up or to leave a
self-addressed stamped envelope for Secretary Becky to mail it
back to you. Also, you will need to let Secretary Becky know if your
contact information is correct and also add two things about
yourself. Lastly, please write down the grade that your children are
in.

These directories will be available in pdf format that can be emailed
or printed if you desire to have one. Once we have installed a
permanent pastor, then a professional pictorial directory will be
made.



Clothing Closet
At the August 28th Church Council Meeting, Fredsville's
Clothing Closet was discussed at length.  The Council
members were in agreement that “How Fredsville is
currently running their Clothes Closet” is no longer
working. There are very few that come to shop and
when they do, they seldom shop for adult clothes. Also,
getting members that want to volunteer on a Saturday
morning has been very difficult the last few years. 
 

A decision was made to no longer take donations of
adult men’s and women’s clothing at this time. However,
"current" clothes that would appeal to children through
teenagers in high school will still be accepted.
  

Until the decision on how to restructure the
disbursement of clothing for children through high school
teens is decided, there will not be any Saturday
shopping.  Instead, if a person wants to do some
clothing shopping, they are to call the Church Secretary
(319-989-2065) to set up an appointment.  

Council Members Jana Hermann and Kelley Knutson
have a deep passion for serving kids – ones that do not
have the clothes they need for school.  They will be
brain-storming ideas on how to transform the current
Clothing Closet into a format that is being used by the
local families.

Historical Memorabilia
For those of you that are interested in Fredsville's
history, take the time to stop by the Intern's Office.
You will find many artifacts (programs, pictorial
directories, newspaper articles, etc.) that are
interesting to look at and read.  Sue Green has
been busy working on organizing these items in
conjunction with Fredsville's 150th Anniversary
and upcoming anniversary meal that will be held
on October 9th.

Covid 
The Covid virus is still here among us.  We ask if
you are NOT feeling well to please stay home to
keep yourself and others safe.  If appropriate,
please wear a mask.  Thank you.

 

Baptism on September 11th
Haddi Albion Yearous

Born on March 29, 2022
Parents:  Jason & Megan Yearous

Siblings:  Tessa & Karly
Grandparents: Brad & Julie Yearous

Robert & Laurie Shultz
Sponsors: Chet Schultz & Mallory Bremer

 

150th Celebration Update
by Sue Green

1) The 150th Celebration Meal will be held after
church on Sunday, October 9th.  Jean Loger has
volunteered to make the arrangements for the
meal.

2) Sue Green has sorted out all of the 150th
memorabilia that has been donated to the church
the past two years and has it organized in the
Intern Room.  Members are encouraged to take a
look at our Church history.

3) Sue Green is in the process of finishing up the
Memory Book.  All members will receive a free
copy of the Memory Book at the 150th Celebration
Meal.  The Endowment Committee has graciously
offered to pay for these books.

4) The trip to Elk Horn has been unfortunately
cancelled.  Sue Green had taken a trip to Elk Horn
last November so she could plan it.  However, with
the COVID continuing to be an issue, the trip has
been cancelled.

5) Scott Willert of Bolan, IA will be taking out the
Corner Stone before our 150th Meal so we can
take a look at all the "treasures" that day. Scott is a
friend of Sue Green and has volunteered to do this
for free.

Fredsville's 150th Celebration has stretched on for
2+ years.  However, that is A-OK as the celebration
of being a church for 150 years is a BIG DEAL!



A Recommended Bible App
During VBS in August, storyteller Jean Loger reinforced the evening’s stories with
an interactive Bible app on her iPad. Some students were already familiar with the
app and all enjoyed the animations. While it is not Fredsville’s policy to endorse
apps, this information is shared for parent discernment. 

The description of the app is as follows:

Designed specifically to engage children with stories from the Bible, the Bible App
for Kids is a free interactive Bible experience from YouVersion, makers of The
Bible App.

Developed in partnership with OneHope, the Bible App for Kids will help your kids
fall in love with God’s Word through easy navigation, colorful illustrations, touch-
activated animations and special activities and challenges designed to help kids
remember what they learn.

Bremwood Auxiliary
The Bremwood Auxiliary will have their traditional salad
luncheon in-person at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Waverly
located at 2001 W. Bremer Avenue on:

       Friday, September 16 - 1:00 p.m.
       Hostesses: Women of Nazareth Lutheran, Cedar Falls

        Friday, October 21 - 1:00 p.m.
        Hostesses:  Women of St. John Lutheran, Cedar Falls
You are asked to bring one salad per two people attending.

The Auxiliary once again reached their 2021 goal of $10,000 to
support LSI's Spiritual Life Program.  This year's goal is
$10,000 to support CPR training that is required for certain
programs within LSI.  Thirty-five percent of this goal has
already been met.  If you are unable to attend the meeting and
would like to make a donation, please send a check payable to
"Bremwood Auxiliary" and write "project" in the memo line. 
 Mail your check to Treasurer, Barb Witzel, 1253 Clark Drive,
Cedar Falls, IA 50613. 

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation plans are currently tentative as we work to get
our interim pastor settled. At this time, the plan is to begin
confirmation in October after he arrives. Parents of children in
6th-9th grade, please watch for more information to come
soon about confirmation. At this time, the plan is to hold the
Confirmation Ceremony for the 9th grade students on
October, 30. I do not anticipate this date changing, so please
mark your calendars.

 WinGS & JAM Programs to be Combined
We are excited to be working with Dike United Methodist
Church and a representative from St. Gabriel Catholic
Church to bring back an updated version of these
programs.  The program will just be called WinGS.

WinGS will be held at the Dike Community Center two
Wednesdays per month from 1:30-4:00. Children from
grades Kindergarten through 5th are invited to participate.  

Initially, our plan is to have one program with all grades
together, but we may need to make adjustments in the
future as we learn and grow in the program. 

This year's theme is Fruits of the Spirit. Fredsville is
scheduled to lead WinGS on September 14 and 28 with
the topic focusing on Goodness. We will also be leading
WinGS on January 11 and 25 with the topic focusing on
Peace.

We will need at least 10 people at each session in order
to ensure that things run smoothly so mark your
calendars now! If you are interested in helping with this
mission, please reach out to Brenda Cooper (319-415-
1625) or Kim Farley (319-239-5583).

 Sips for Service
Vine & Stein Night with 
Lutheran Services in Iowa

Thursday, September 22, 2022  - 6-9 p.m.
Rotary Reserve, 5932 N. Union Rd., Cedar Falls

Join us for an evening of appetizers, local craft beer and
wine tasting, entertainment, and a live and silent auction. 
 We'll share a brief program highlighting LSI's mission and
services.  $45/person ($360 for table of 8) through Sept
12th, $50/person ($400 for table of 8) after September
13th.  Register at: https://bit.ly/dips-for-service.

Choir
Choir! You’ve been missed!!! We’ve been missed!!! Maybe
you’ve missed singing? Choir will start in October - specific
date and time TBD. Anyone aged 12 and up is welcome!!! 
We will start out low-key, get to know each other and use 
our voices and time to praise God and share the Good News.
Please join us! Jean Loger, director

 



A Word from our Council President
 

Hello Fredsville!

This month my theme is walking with God. I think revitalizing the WinGS
program really got me thinking about what it means to walk with God.
WinGS isn’t just for the little people you know. It stands for Walking in
God’s Service. So, what does that mean? Well, it means that we are
putting God first. We are letting God guide our behaviors, actions, and
decisions. We are to talk with him through prayer and listen to the subtle
messages- and sometimes not so subtle- he is sending us. Jesus taught
us to love, believe, be kind, be generous, and to serve. It is our duty to
mimic those teachings, to walk in Jesus’ footsteps as God has intended
for us to do. After all, it is God who has the ultimate decision regarding 
what is in store for our lives.  It would be much easier if we just follow

his plan. Although the road he has us travel may not always be easy, the rewards far outweigh the hardships
that we may encounter along the way. 

2 Corinthians 4:18: So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 5:7- For we live by faith, not by sight.
(www.biblegateway.com)

I have heard it said that if we follow the Godly plan set forth for us, we will be much happier. Who doesn’t
want that?! In today’s world where stress, anxiety, and just plain ugly occurs far too often, it would be a really
comforting to live in peace and genuine happiness, and to know that we will take of each other.  Just think
what we could accomplish if we lived this phrase every day and not just on Sundays or for brief moments in
time. The 10 Commandments and the Bible are really meant for everyday use. It’s our book of life’s lessons
and personal guidance. It gives us purpose and hope. Quite honestly, it tells us what we need to do, it’s a
matter of, are we listening to what is being said and can we give ourselves up to be God’s stewards and to
serve others. 

Imagine what it would be like if we always gave our troubles up in prayer and if we thought about others first.
If we planned our day around the philosophy of “What can I do to help you?” and “What service can I do to
help those in need?” What if we planned our conversations, our hopes, our dreams, our decisions, and goals
around what God has planned rather than what we have planned. What if we put God at the center of our
thoughts, actions, and plans always not just when it is convenient. What a different world we would live in.
With God in the center of our lives it makes all things possible. 

I encourage you to be a WinGS member.  Walk in God’s service- not just on Sundays but every day; find the
service that God has instilled in you and share it with others. 

God Bless,

Brenda Cooper, Council President

http://www.biblegateway.com/


Jim Wertz - Weeding and trimming the church
and parsonage grounds.

 

Jerry Green - Cutting down a large dead
tree near the parsonage.

Thank You to Our Many Volunteers!!!!

Nancy Stage - Taking care of the Little
Food Pantry in Dike outside the Dike
Public Library.

We also thank the recent Clothes Closet Workers (Carol Andersen, Jana Hermann, Kelley Knutson,
Nancy Stage, & Audrey Stefan) who have been putting in long hours sorting clothing to get items
ready for fall and winter.    

Front Row L-R: Macy Herman, Brenda Cooper, Jana
Hermann.  Back Row L-R: Lisa Dumler, Kathi Heidi, Angie
Wibben, and Erin Frahm - Painting the parsonage.

Jean Loger, Meridith Sandlin, Kim Farley  and Amy Camarata- Our worship leaders.



September Birthdays
Paige Frahm - 2
Jo Helland - 4
Beth Hines - 5
Renee Griffith - 7
Marcia Borwig - 10
Crew Nuss - 10
Megan Yearous - 11
Darla Andersen - 13
Delmar Danielsen - 14
Kelly Nicholson - 14
Jim Campbell - 15
Sue Lehman - 15
Lindsay Moses - 16
Kimberly Schmidt - 16
Joann Juhl - 21
Violet Mounce - 25
Brent Knutson - 27
Taya Curtis - 27
Lance Loger - 27
Shari Sell-Bakker - 28

Wedding Anniversaries
Paul & Lora Koch - 1
Jim & Helene Wertz - 1
Merlyn & Catherine Petersen - 4
Matt & Stefanie Swinton - 13
Reid & MacKenzie Nuss - 14
Dan & Maureen Crotty - 24
Jason & Cara Lott - 29

Please remember them in your prayers
Trish, Megan, Michael & Ethan W.- In the passing of husband and
father, Mike.
Kennedy Rae - Daughter of Kassie F. who was born prematurely
Matt, Emma, Gavin, Ellie, & Eli (dog) O.  – Dealing with a fire at
their home.
Jeff S. – Being treated for a kidney issue.
Marcia A. – Diagnosed with cancer.
Shannon P. – Scott Dietrich"s sister who is undergoing chemo for
cancerous tumors
Jeane K. – For turning 101 on August 17th.
Tim M. – Meridith Sandlin’s brother battling cancer.
Carol W. – Has on-going health concerns.
Larry D. - Being treated for liver and pancreatic cancer.
Darwin C. - Healing for a leaking heart value & blood in his lungs.
Larry E. - Being treated for cancer and blood clots.
Friends & Family – Dealing with Covid.

Scripture Readings for the Month
September 4 -  Deuteronomy 30:15-20, Psalm 1, Philemon 1-21, Luke 14:25-33
September 11 - Exodus 32:7-14, Psalm 51:1-10, 1 Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10
September 18 - Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1 Timothy 2:1-7, Luke 16:1-13
September 25 - Amos 6:1a, 4-7, Psalm 146, 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31

 

Address Changes
Sharon Hemmen, 7517 University Ave., Apt 130, Cedar Falls, IA  50613

Luella Larsen, 1101 3rd St. SW, Apt 102, Oelwein, IA 50662
Trisha Weichers, P.O. Box 184, New Hartford, IA  50660

  

Thank You Notes
Fredsville Friends, How kind of you to remember me with your
kind, encouraging words and prayers!  You are all such loving and
special people and your notes warmed my heart with love and joy.  
God Bless!  Marcia Andersen

Thank you for generously supporting the collection for the
Bremwood School Supplies. We were able to help the students
prepare for another academic school year. They were so very
appreciative of our continued support for their students!  Social
Ministry  Committee

We are grateful for your support of $2,913.76 to LSI for Bremwood
students' school supplies.  Sarah Green, VP of Philanthropy



Discovery of Adventure Island- Quest for God's Great Light
Vacation Bible School - August 7-10, 2022

by Kim Farley
 

Our children were very busy in August!  Vacation Bible School was held August 7-10, and I think it is safe to
say everyone had a great time!  We had 63 children participate in VBS, we had 41 volunteers, and 17
people who made donations to support VBS.  I will be honest, every year, I worry about not having enough
volunteers, and every year I am amazed at the support we have for Vacation Bible School.  This year, I am
probably most proud of the number of older children who helped with VBS!  We had 10 Youth Volunteers
from Fredsville, and 5 additional children from our community who have connections to Fredsville and
wanted to help out. Fifteen Junior High and High School age student volunteers!  Wow!  I am overwhelmed
by their enthusiasm.  This year, the theme for Vacation Bible School was Adventure Island.  We learned
about the Creation Story, about Moses and the Burning Bush, about Faith through the Roof, and about the
Lost Parables.  All were great stories!  The children played games, got messy with crafts, had amazing
snacks, and of course they did a lot of singing and dancing. It was wonderful to see the church filled with
children and to hear their laughter ring through the building. 





Special Thanks to all our Volunteers 
     Anna Adelmund                    Shannon Mikkelsen
     Carol Andersen                     Tanner Mikkelsen
     Samuel Andersen                 Quinn Miller
     Amanda Bakker                    Heidi Mounce
     Olivia Bakker                        Violet Mounce
     Carlyn Baugus                     Tess Nielsen
     Jane Campbell                     Wanda Nielsen
     Brenda Cooper                     Jeff Sandlin
     Jolene Depping                    Meridith Sandlin
     Sue Green                            Sarah Scales
     Kingsley Heimann                Shari Sell-Bakker
     Melissa Johannsen               Angela Shylmann
     Addie Knutson                      Josey Shylmann
     Kelley Knutson                      Waylon Shylmann
     Gus L'Heureux                      Kristen Staker
     Rush L'Heureux                    Stef Swinton
     Melissa Loger                       Jen Verhulst
     Jean Loger                            Marin Verhulst
     Cara Lott                               Angie Wibben
     Jalen Lotts

     
Additional Thanks to Those Who Donated
      Carol Andersen                      Kelley Knutson
      Nate and Amanda Bakker     Melissa Loger
      Erin Frahm                             Bev Lupkes
      Sue Green                             Shannon Mikkelsen
      Kathi Heide                            Heidi Mounce
      Sharon Hemmen                   Wanda Nielsen
      Melissa Johannsen                Pat Pruisner
      Tricia Johnson                       Audrey Stefan
      LuAnn Jones                          Helene Wertz

 
 
 
 

 



 On August 21, we celebrated going back to school. The children sang two songs that they learned at Vacation
Bible School, and there was a special blessing of their backpacks. What a blessing to have so many children
participate in this special day! May their blessings and excitement continue throughout this school year. We
also passed out four Bibles during this service to two second grade students and two students entering
confirmation. There will be another opportunity for children to receive Bibles who are 3 years of age, entering
2nd grade, and entering 6th grade/confirmation on September 18.

August 21st in the evening, the Junior High and High School children participated in a Back-to-School bonfire.
Wow! They were enthusiastic! The children had races, played outdoor games, made s'mores, and most
importantly, they were together, celebrating the blessings of a new year.

Thank you to all of the parents who shared their children with us during each of these events
 

More Youth Activities that Took Place in August



Watermelon Days - Parade
August 13th

Fredville entered a float in the parade.  Eric Andersen donated his hayrack. Kim Farley organized the decorating
(decorations from VBS were used) and many volunteers helped hand out frozen treats.  Dan Crotty pulled the hayrack with
his compact JD 1025R tractor. What a great show for Fredsville!!!!  



 Parsonage – will be part of the Interim’s package benefits (no rent charged)
 Insurance –Pastor Lee’s single coverage.
 Internet – will be fed over from the church
 Lawn Mowing
 Snow Removal

 Utilities
 Internet – if they choose to add “hot spots”
 Land Line for their phone – if they choose to have one
 Cell Phone Plans
 Streaming Services
 Rental Insurance
 Weeding of flower beds

Council Minutes
Sunday, August 7, 2022; Meeting held after church

***These Minutes have been approved electronically***

Attendance: Linda Nielsen, Brenda Cooper, Kathi Heide, Sue Green, Sharon Hemmen, Erin Frahm, Kelley Knutson,
Meridith Sandlin.   Absent:  Art Lupkes, Jana Hermann

Call to Order: Brenda Cooper

This additional August meeting was held to set the terms of the call for Pastor Lee Gable as our Interim Pastor.  This
position will start on October 1, 2022 and go through May 31, 2023.

Sharon Hemmen moved and Kelley Knutson seconded that the following terms be offered.  Motion carried.

 Fredsville’s Financial Responsibilities:

 Pastor Gable’s Financial Responsibilities:

Note: The terms for this Interim call will be given to the Northeastern Iowa Synod for their approval prior to being given to
Pastor Lee Gable.

The cold temperature in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings and in the rest of the building during the week was discussed. 
 Brenda Cooper will be contacting Art Lupkes or Dan Crotty from the Property Committee about this.

Next Meeting: Sunday, August 28, 2022; after church

Respectfully Submitted:  Sue Green, Secretary

Council Minutes
Sunday, August 29, 2022; Meeting held after church
***These Minutes have been approved electronically***

 Attendance: Linda Nielsen, Brenda Cooper, Art Lupkes, Sue Green, Jana Hermann, Erin Frahm, Kelley Knutson, &
Meridith Sandlin.  Absent: Kathi Heide & Sharon Hemmen

Call to Order:  President Brenda Cooper

Devotions:  From Charles Stanley’s message “Walking with God”. God needs to be at the center of our lives every day –
not just on Sundays.  This means that what we do & say, the kind of relationships that we have and our finances need to
be focused on God daily.

                                                                                                                      Continued on next page



General Fund: $63,097.63
Building Fund: $56,183.60
Memorial Fund: $21,641.22

Treasurer’s Report:  Linda Nielsen
               As of July 31, 2022

                #1 –Fredsville’s WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) pays for female sanitary
                supplies that are kept in the nurse’s offices at the Dike-New Hartford schools. WELCA has used money from
                their account to pay for these items for several years now.

                #2 – Fredsville made a pledge to pay $5,000 to the NE Iowa Synod for 2022.  $3,000 was paid earlier this
                year with the final payment of $2,000 made in July.

                #3 - $2,032.28 was collected for Bremwood through the weekly noisy offerings and from the nightly offerings
                at Vacation Bible School.  The Endowment Committee also gave Bremwood $1,000 which made a total of
                $3,032.38 for Fredsville’s donation.

                #4 - $1,664.03 has been donated so far for the Matt Opoien family to help with the expenses of fixing up their
                home after their fire.

Secretary’s Report:  Sue Green – The August 7, 2022 minutes were approved electronically.

Old Business Discussed: 
                #1 – The anticipated arrival for Pastor Gable and his wife will be the weekend after Labor Day.  A welcoming
                committee is being organized, along with the collection of food for their pantry.  Brenda Cooper will be
                reaching out to the Gables to see if there are any dietary restrictions.

                #2 – Sue Green made the motion, Meridith Sandlin seconded with the motion passing to amend the contract
                with Interim Pastor Lee Gable to state that their utility costs will be the responsibility of the Fredsville
                congregation.  (The Synod Guidelines for Rostered Ministers state that when a parsonage is provided, all
                utilities and maintenance costs are to be borne by the congregation). 

                #3 – The MSP (Ministry Site Profile) has been submitted by the Call Committee.  The Synod is now waiting
                for all the references to be submitted. (The last one is being written today.)  The next step will be for the
                Synod to review our application.  Once the application is approved by the Synod, it will be presented to the
                Council for approval.

                Note:  The Synod has given Fredsville permission to hire our Interim Pastor if it is a “good fit” for the
                congregation and for Interim Pastor Gable.

                #4 – Secretary Becky has decided that she does not need a portable phone. It is rare when someone calls the
                Church Office and she doesn’t answer.  When Secretary Becky is downstairs or outside getting the mail, the
                person calling can always leave a message – which Secretary Becky promptly returns.

                #5 – Representatives from Fredsville Lutheran and Dike United Methodist have met to work out the details for
               WinGS/Jam.  The New Hartford United Methodist had to drop out due to lack of volunteers.  St. Gabriel
               Catholic has one representative to help with the programs and hopes to be more involved next year.  The
               theme this year is going to be “The 9 Fruits of the Spirit”. (They are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
               generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Those who are in Christ are distinguished from unbelievers in
               that they have been gifted with the Holy Spirit, enabling them to bear fruit.)  WinGS (Walking in God’s 
               Service) will be for children in grades Kindergarten through 5th grade. The whole K-5 program will be called
               WinGS rather than the previous division of WinGS for 3rd-5th grades and JAM (Jesus and Me) for
               Kindergarten – 2nd grades.  The plans are to meet at least once a month.  Note:  Final planning for the
               schedule for WinGS is to take place tonight – Sunday, August 28th.

         
                                                                                                          Continued on the next page



150th Committee: Sue Green 

New Business Discussed:
            #1 - Sue Green has volunteered to put together an in-house informal church directory before Pastor Gable
            starts in October. Fredsville members can either email a head and shoulders photo to Secretary Becky or
            have their picture taken after church on any of the Sundays in September. Secretary Becky will word
            process these photos into an updated directory.  It is anticipated that these informal church directories will 
            be available for those who request them..

            Note:  The plan is for a Professional Directory to be made after a permanent pastor for Fredsville has been
            secured.

            #2 – Meridith reported that the two computers in the sanctuary have worn out, making Jeff Sandlin’s job
            difficult.  Art Lupkes made the motion and Erin Frahm seconded that a maximum of $4,000 be taken out of
            the Memorial Funds to pay for the purchase of two new computers. Motion passed.

            #3 – There have been complaints that the church sanctuary (with the air conditioning setting at 69 degrees
           before church starts) is too cold.  Art Lupkes, who is on the Building and Grounds Committee, is going to look
           at the automatic settings to make an adjustment to a warmer temperature.Note:  Keep in mind that it is
           difficult to make everyone happy with the temperature when the air conditioner is used.

            #4 – The Clothing Closet was discussed at length. The Council members were in agreement that “How
            Fredsville is currently running their Clothes Closet” is no longer working. There are very few that come to
            shop and when they do, they seldom shop for adult clothes. Also, getting members that want to volunteer on
            a Saturday morning has been very difficult the last few years. A decision was made to no longer take
            donations of adult men’s and women’s clothing at this time. Current clothes that would appeal to children
            through teenagers in high school will however, still be accepted. Until the decision on how to restructure the
            disbursement of clothing for children through high school teens is decided, there will not be any Saturday
            shopping.  Instead, if a person wants to do some clothing shopping, they are to call the Church Secretary
            (319-989-2065) to set up an appointment. Both Jana Hermann and Kelley Knutson have a deep passion for
            serving kids – ones that do not have the clothes they need for school.  They will be brain-storming ideas on
            how to transform the current Clothing Closet into a format that is being used by the local families.

Committee Reports: 

            #1 – Sue Green has organized all of the historical donations that have been piling up in the Intern’s room. 
            Members are welcome to stop and take a look at our church history.

            #2 – The 150th Celebration Meal has been moved from September 11th to one of the Sundays in October
            so Pastor Gable can join us.  Note: A date will be selected by Pastor Gable after he and his wife move in.

            #3 - Sue Green has been collecting memories of Fredsville from current members.  She will be working on
            getting those memories organized, along with adding a couple of favorite Danish hymns, some history and
            photos into a Memory Book.  This Memory book will be given out at the Celebratory Meal.

            #4 – Unfortunately, the Elk Horn trip to the Danish Museum of America has been cancelled.  Sue Green
            scouted and made plans to go but with the COVID still around, it is too risky to take church members in cars.
 

            #5 – Secretary Becky has collected (from family members) all of the missing Confirmation Photos from 2011
            on except for 2011.  Sue Green has a connection with one of the families that has a granddaughter that was
            confirmed in 2011 and has made contact with her to get the missing photo.

            #6 - Sue Green made the motion and Jana Hermann seconded that Secretary Becky be allowed to spend
            $200 to purchase another photo display as the one currently being used has been filled up with confirmation
            photos starting before 1900.  The motion passed. 

                                                                                                 Continued on the next page



Property: 
            #1 - Art Lupkes reported that U.S. Basement Systems is coming to the Parsonage on Wednesday (8/31) to
            make a bid for taking care of the moisture on the basement walls.  The Property Committee will then be
            meeting on Thursday (9/1) to make a decision on what to do.

           #2 – Erin Frahm reported that several women (and one daughter) painted the whole inside of the Parsonage a
           week ago. They were able to use leftover paint for all of the rooms except for one.  Their expenses totaled $59
           for paint. The Parsonage “feels” new and looks larger with the “mellow” paint colors that were used.  Note: After
           our Church Council meeting, the Council members went over to the Parsonage to take a look.  They were
           impressed!  As Jana Hermann, a realtor, said, “Our Parsonage is a very nice house.”

Christian Ed:
Kelley Knutson reported that the youth met last Sunday night (8/21) for a bonfire along with games, lots of fun and
prayer.  Over 20 youth from our church and their friends attended.  Kim Farley organized the night.  She was assisted
that evening by Kelley Knutson, Matt Opoien and Dani Husmann.

Worship & Music:
Meridith Sandlin reported that starting in September, the Sunday Church Services will include singing of the liturgy.

Church Council President Brenda Cooper’s Report: 
As a church, Fredsville is “moving forward”!  We have celebrated Easter and Graduation along with many other events
without a pastor .Brenda really appreciates the Fredsville congregation members for “stepping up”.  In return, the
Church Council members gave Brenda a “round of applause” for all of her leadership, time and talents.

Closing Prayer: The Council Members said the Lord’s Prayer in unison.

Next Meeting: Sunday, September 25 after church.  Interim Pastor Lee Gable will be invited to attend.

Respectfully Submitted:  Sue Green, Secretary

Guest Pastors – There are a few Sundays left that need a pastor to fill in. Brenda is waiting for responses from a
couple pastors.

Worship Leaders – It has been working well with rotating worship leaders between Jean, Meridith, Kim, and Amy. 

Vacation Bible School – Kim has started decorating and has the events planned and group leaders assigned. She
could use more volunteers. She will ask the group leaders to take pictures and/or videos. Due to privacy issues, the
leaders will be aware not to have name tags showing in case of posting on Facebook. Kim will also have list of
future activities at Fredsville to give to the children during VBS.

Watermelon Day Parade Float – Eric Andersen is loaning his hayrack and Kim is firming up who will pull the float
during the parade. The Fredsville sign stored in the Villa garage will be attached to the back of the float. Kim will
decorate the float at 8 a.m. at her house with decorations from vacation bible school. 

Transition Team Meeting Minutes
August 1, 2022

6:30 p.m.
Members Present: Brenda Cooper, Jean Loger, Art Lupkes, Jeff Sandlin, Meridith Sandlin, Kim Farley, and Becky
Diani.

Opening Prayer: Brenda Cooper

Old Business:
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Community Worship in the Park on August 14th - The service will be at 10:30 a.m. at the City Park with lunch
following in the shelter house. The combined offering will be split between the Dike Fire 
Department and the Acts 2 account (a fund set up to help people). Jean needs volunteers to help with the lunch
set up, serving, and clean up. 

Volunteers -Jane Campbell will start to call individuals in September to help with worship services. Brenda has
asked council members to volunteer at least three times during the year. Becky will be gone September 13-15 and
Jean has volunteered to answer phones on the 13th & 15th, but another volunteer is needed on the 14th.
Volunteers are also needed to answer phones from October 3 through the 11th from9 a.m. – 1 p.m. as Becky will
also be gone during this time. 

WinGs/JAM – Fredsville representatives are meeting August 4th at 6:30 p.m. at Slice to plan and coordinate
getting WinGs and JAM started with Dike Methodist, New Hartford Methodist, and the Catholic Church. Messages
have been left with Stout Reformed, Liberty Baptist, and New Hartford’s Baptist to also join.

Blessing of Backpacks – This will take place on August 21st with a meal afterwards.

Back to School Event for 6th-12th graders – This is planned for August 21st at 7:30 p.m. at the church. Students
will make s’mores and have beverages. 

Tailgate for 1st Football Game – Earlier it was suggested to have a potluck before the first Dike High School
football game on September 2nd.  That idea has been tabled due to too many activities at the start of the school
year.

Concerns – Some individuals have mentioned that the sanctuary is too cold on Sunday mornings. Art will check
into the air-conditioning settings for Sunday morning. Also, some have said it has been hard to hear the worship
leader/pastor during worship. Jeff said that he is checking into new head-set microphones to see if they work
better. 

Final 150th Anniversary Event – A celebration meal is being planned on September 11th following worship. Jean
plans to sell tickets to help determine how much food should be ordered. This will be a catered meal. 

Semi-Annual Meeting – It is unnecessary to have a semi-annual meeting. 

School & Bible Sunday - Sunday school will start on September 18th and during worship that  morning bibles will
be distributed to 3-year-olds, 2nd graders, and 1st year confirmation students.

Choirs - Jean plans to start choir practice on October 5th. She would like to have the choir sing once a month and
for a special Christmas service. Meridith will be contacting parents to see interest and a good time in the youth
bells choir.

Confirmation - Kim will be leading confirmation this fall. A start date has not yet been determined. This year there
will be no mentors. And instead of sermon notes being required, it was suggested that the students watch the past
Sunday recorded sermon together in class and then discuss it. Also, Kim is contemplating having the students
volunteer 2-3 times during the year for a worship service which she would coordinate. 

 

New Business:

Next Meeting: Monday, August 29, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.

 
                                                                                                                                              



September 2022, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

Direct Support Professionals Week
Do you know someone who is a caregiver to a loved one? It is a role that is both demanding and
meaningful. During September’s National Direct Support Professionals Week, we celebrate all the ways in
which professional caregivers help children and adults achieve their goals and build meaningful lives.

One way LSI empowers Iowans is through our Services for People with Disabilities. From 24-hour support to
occasional respite care, the LSI team lifts up Iowans with disabilities as they find the confidence and
independence they need to thrive in their communities. Through our innovative Host Homes program,
caregivers can also become mentors to individuals with disabilities, welcoming them into their private family
home where they can receive more one-on-one care and encouragement.  

If you would like to learn more about how you can support crucial programming like LSI Services for People
with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church relations, at
Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSI (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual
orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa. 

A New Home for D.  
D. wanted to become more connected to her community, while still ensuring she could receive the care she
needed on a daily basis. Through LSI, D. has been able to enroll in the Host Homes program, which
provides 24/7 care for individuals with disabilities and mental illness who thrive in a one-on-one setting
instead of a busier group home environment. 

D. was able to move into a private family home with her Host Homes mentor, Anita, and they have built a
friendship and a shared social life. Anita is there to support D. as she works on her personal goals, while D.
is still able to get the care she needs. 

Currently, one of D.’s goals is to exercise and become more active in the community, so the duo enjoys
shopping and walking around the local mall to stay active. Back at home, the two can work on skills – like
hygiene and cooking – that make D. feel more independent and confident. 

“I like helping D. and seeing her progress and growth in her daily living,” Anita says. “When you and the
person in your care begin living like a family, when they are able to trust you and open up, then you know
you’re getting somewhere.” 

*LSI does not identify the people we serve, except in well-vetted circumstances. The names and some personal details we use in this
story have been changed.
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