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THE REV. CANON WALTER WILLIAMS, also known as the vicar of Kings Landing, leads a rogation service at the historical settlement on June 26. With staff and visitors in 
tow, he walked the perimeter of the Joslin Farm, stopping at several points to bless the plough, the water, the animals, the pasture and so on, as was done every year in 
times past. The service culminated in the dining room of the Joslin Farm, where refreshments were served. This is the second summer for Walter as the vicar of Kings 
Landing. See the story on page 20.
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Anglican cemeteries need some 
standardization: chancellor
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

Since becoming diocesan 
chancellor in 2014, David Bell 
has heard of many issues with 
Anglican cemeteries. Various 
questions have arisen:

• Can only Anglicans be 
buried in an Anglican cemetery? 
Only Christians? What about 
pets? 
• Can the parish insist that an 
Anglican conduct burials? 
• Can we prevent people from 
decorating graves or monuments 
with lights, sounds, photos, real 
flowers? 
• If members of a family bought 
a plot decades ago, which ones 
are entitled to burial now? 
• What happens when someone 
gets buried in the wrong lot?

As such questions came to 
him, he realized there was little 
information, no list of cemeter-
ies, and no Synod and little 
government policy on cemetery 
management. 

Had the time come to at-
tempt some standardization, he 
wondered. 

During these same years, the 
bishop’s secretary, Cheryl Jacobs, 
was getting cemetery queries 
on the phone. She, too, came 
to realize there was no list of 
Anglican cemeteries, and no one 
knew how many there were.

Then in 2019, a motion at Di-
ocesan Synod further cemented 
the need for action — for both 
Cheryl and David. That motion 
asked Diocesan Council to de-
velop policy and procedures for 
the care of cemeteries once lo-
cated in dissolved parishes, 
which become the responsibility 
of the Synod.

It was time to tackle the issue 
of Anglican cemeteries.

“My general interest is in 
getting Diocesan Synod infor-
mation into accessible forms like 
a database,” said Cheryl. “Some-
body needed to do it and I felt I 
could offer it.”

So last fall, Cheryl sent out a 
survey to parishes asking about 
their cemeteries. Some sent back 
their information, though others 
have not (and she’d still like to 
hear from them).

Apart from the survey 
feedback, she did a search of 
properties associated with the 
Bishop of Fredericton and/or 
the Anglican Church of Canada, 
and used Google maps to look at 
church properties.

From all that, she knows there 
are at least 145 cemeteries in the 
Diocese, though there might 
be a few forgotten ones as well. 
After she hears from all parishes, 
that number may rise.

Of note is the fact that there 
are twice as many cemeteries in 
the diocese as there are parishes. 
Regarding size, they range from 
Christ Church Cathedral’s four 
burials on site, to hundreds and 
hundreds in others like Sus-
sex, Woodstock and Gagetown.      

David, too, has acted on the 
issue, and has been busy over 
the past seven months con-
ducting research, culminating 
in a cemetery management 
proposal which has been sent to 
parishes for feedback. 

Once that consultation has 
been completed, he hopes to 
present a policy to Diocesan 
Council for their input and, 
hopefully, eventual approval and 
implementation.

That would mean all parishes 
would be required to follow a 
new cemetery management poli-
cy in a few key areas.

So far, he’s received positive 
feedback that yes, it’s time to 
revamp how we sell plots and 
manage our cemeteries.

In his research, David found a 
number of issues.

First, and most important 
to this retired law professor, 
is requiring parishes to use a 
standard written contract when 
a burial plot is sold. It would be 
worded in a way to give parishes 
the right to make legally binding 
rules for cemetery management. 
In most cases they can’t do that 
now. 

“If the only contract is an 
oral one, you don’t have the 
legal basis for making rules to 
respond to issues,” said David. 

On the other hand, standard 
rules for cemetery management 
would also leave scope for local 
variation. This is particularly 
necessary when a parish wishes 
to asserts a cemetery’s Anglican 
character. 

Some of our cemeteries have 
strong Anglican expectations for 
burials. Other parish cemeter-
ies are practically public. That 
choice would remain with the 
parish.

The ultimate goal in this 
exercise is to “develop a standard 
way of selling burial plots, in 
writing, with provisions that al-
low management to make rules 
that respond to the practical 
issues that come up,” said David.

To read David Bell’s cemetery 
report, visit:  https://nb.anglican.
ca/pages/cemeteries

“NO SHRUBS” IS A COMMON rule in cemeteries. However, without a 
written contract with clearly stated rules, it’s a legal nightmare to 
enforce, says chancellor David Bell. 

TRINITY CEMETERY 
in Sussex Corner 
is one of the 
largest Anglican 
cemeteries in the 
province.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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September 4 
Parish of 
Bathurst

September 11 
Parish of  

Quispamsis;  
Ordination of Rick 

Cunningham; St. 
Thomas University

September 15 -16 
Clergy Spouses 

Retreat

September 17 
Mothers’ Union 

Retreat  
(tentative)

September 18 
The Nerepis and 

St. John 
 

September 19-21 
Clergy  

Conference

September 25 
Parish of  
Denmark  

(St. George,  
Bairdsville  

anniversary)

September 27 
Bishop’s Counsel 

 
September 29 

Diocesan Council 
 

October 1 
Layreaders’ Day

October 2 
Parish of  

Restigouche

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

Connected through our history and humanity

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Michael Briggs is the former 
diocesan stewardship officer. He 
lives in Moncton.

Mike Briggs

So long, and thanks for all the fish

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

I am writing this article in a 
residence room at the Uni-
versity of Kent at Canterbury. 

It has been 30 years since I 
was on this campus and a great 
deal has happened to me and 

here 
since 
then. 

There 
have 
been 
numer-
ous new 
buildings 
con-

structed 
and some of the old ones have 
had face lifts, others have 
changed their use and still more 
look old and tired. 

As most of you know, the rea-
son why I am here is because I 
am attending the Lambeth Con-
ference of Bishops. This happens 
about once every 10 years and is 
one of the Instruments of Unity 
of the Anglican Communion. 

By the time you read this, I 
will be back in Fredericton and 
in the October issue I will give a 
fuller report on what happened. 

At this stage I want to tell you 
about three things: history, con-
nection and fellowship. 

Last night as darkness fell and 
rain glistened off Canterbury’s 
ancient streets for the first time 
in days, Debbie and I went for a 
candlelit guided walk around the 
ancient Cathedral. 

We began in the crypt, the 

oldest part of the building. It 
survived a fire more than a thou-
sand years ago and forms part of 
the foundation for the current 
building, none of which dates 
later than the 14th Century. 

It is here, in this small part of 
the Cathedral where people have 
prayed for centuries, that I came 
when I was first your Bishop to 
pray. My call was affirmed there 
and it will always live in my mind. 

Thousands of people have knelt 
in this slightly damp space, and 

they will do in the future. The 
sense of continuity is palpable. 

Later we stood on the steps 
where pilgrims would have trav-
elled on the final part of their 
journey to the shrine of Thomas 
Beckett, the martyred Archbish-
op of Canterbury. 

The same stones are there 
today as were there then. They 
have dips which can make them 
dangerous to walk on. It is be-
lieved that the pilgrims walked 
this last section on their knees, 

Unless you are a fan of 
Douglas Adams and The 
Hitchhikers Guide to the 

Galaxy, you are probably think-
ing, “Mike has lost it!”

The title is the fourth book 
of a five-part trilogy, and if you 
follow that, you understand the 
British sense of humour! I know 
one rector will get the reference! 

One salient point from the 
series that started out as a BBC 
radio broadcast is the phrase 
‘Don’t Panic’ — something we 
all need to think of in these try-
ing times. 

The title is a long good-bye 
from dolphins as they leave 
planet Earth. Google it if you 
want to know more.

So this is a long good-bye 
from me. As you may have read 
in the e-news that Gisele sends 
out, I have resigned as diocesan 
stewardship officer and this will 
be my last regular column.

I may submit the occasional 

column to Gisele if she can 
use it. Maybe on stewardship, 
maybe on layreading, maybe on 
something completely different. 
Monty Python fans will recog-
nise that phrase!

I was at Diocesan Choir 
School’s day-long workshop at 
Trinity Church in Saint John in 
July. It was the first time we had 
been able to get together and 
sing and it had been too long. 

During one of the breaks, I 
had a conversation with a noted 

historian from Saint John and 
wanted to share with you a stew-
ardship story he told me. 

There is a photo at the back 
of Trinity of a couple of fisher-
men holding a salmon they had 
caught. The church employs stu-
dents during the summer when 
the cruise ships come in, to 
guide people through the church 
and give some of the history. 

The historian asked the 
students to guess the size of the 
salmon, and after a number 
of wild guesses, the students 
decided to make a pâpier maché 
replica of the fish. 

After that it was placed in the 
entry that most tourists use for 
the church. The students went to 
the historian and said, ‘The tour-
ists are trying to put money into 
the fish. What should we do?’  
When he told me this, my im-
mediate response was ‘cut a hole 
in it so they can put money in.’ 
That was his answer also and the 

church received more donations 
in the salmon than they did us-
ing a regular offering box. 

This goes to show that stew-
ardship can be innovative. We 
do not need to adhere to our 
time-tested practices, but need 
to think outside the box when 
it comes to how to encourage 
giving.

It has been a privilege and 
honour to serve as diocesan 
stewardship officer for the 
Diocese and until a new officer 
is appointed, I will still answer 
any questions you may have on 
stewardship.

I thank Archbishop David 
and the rest of the Synod staff 
for their support over the years. 
My contact info: Cell 506 866 
7318; Email mikegbj@gmail.com 

hence the wear pattern. 
Earlier in the day we had the 

opening service in the Cathe-
dral. Bishops and our spouses 
from all over the world gathered 
for one act of worship. 

As with everything at this 
conference, we are reminded 
of the depth and breadth of the 
Anglican Communion. In most 
of the venues there are inter-
preters’ booths for those whose 
first language is not English. 
We carry headphones with us 
because not all the addresses are 
in English. 

We are also aware that the 
issues which face us vary from 
place to place though some are 
similar. 

Some bishops are literally liv-
ing in war zones. The matter of 
the refugee crisis is real for us all. 

Finally, there is fellowship. 
I am meeting people from all 
over the world, just to talk — to 
find that we have many things in 
common as we live our normal 
lives in our communities. 

We are connected through 
our history and humanity, 
united in Jesus. 

Bishops at Canterbury 
Cathedral during the 2022 
Lambeth Conference.

DAVID EDWARDS PHOTO
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Bishop George Lemmon laid to rest
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Family, friends, former pa-
rishioners and fellow clergy 
gathered at Christ Church 
Cathedral May 26 for the fu-
neral of retired Bishop George 
Lemmon.

Bishop George, who led the 
diocese from 1989-2000, died 
May 22 after a period of failing 
health. 

Retired bishops Claude 
Miller and Bill Hockin were in 
attendance. Archbishop David 
Edward preached.

All three of George’s chil-
dren, Rob, Paul and Marilu, 
spoke at the service.

“You never saw a baby cry 
during a baptism,” said Rob. 
“Everyone loved him. Every 
creature loved him.

“He loved mom and his 
ministry. She truly was the 
apple of his eye. Dad showed 
us how to see love in everyone, 
despite our differences.”

Paul spoke of a father fully 
engaged with his family, yet 
extremely busy as a priest. 

“He wrote his sermons dur-
ing Hockey Night In Canada, 
but he was fully engaged in the 
game,” said Paul, adding his 
father loved golf, baseball and 
basketball as well. 

Marilu and her husband, 
Donnie told the story of wait-
ing in the car for a doctor’s 
appointment at the Brook-
side Mall clinic. George was 
overwhelmed by the number 
of people showing up seeking 
medical help, which got him 
thinking. 

‘You know, if a fellow had 
a little chapel here …’ was his 
take on the situation. 

Marilu recounted her trip 
to South Carolina with George 
not long ago. He had been 
invited to the funeral of Billy 
Graham, whom he had been 
affiliated with. 

By this time, George was 
showing signs of dementia and 
he wandered off in their hotel. 
Panicked, Marilu began the 
search, both inside and out, for 
her father. 

“I had an incredible sense of 
loss, of memories of a wonder-
ful father, not just to us but to 
his son and daughters-in-law, 
and I knew one day I would 
actually lose my father.”

She found him sitting on a 
bed in an empty hotel room.

“He knew he was lost,” she 

said. “He just sat there waiting 
for me to find him.”

Archbishop David spoke 
about his first meeting with 
George, which came a few 
months after David had ar-
rived in Canada from the UK. 
Used to bishops there, he was 
surprised and impressed to 
see the bishop of Frederic-
ton, dressed in a purple shirt, 
drinking Coke from a can. 

“I knew then, this guy is dif-
ferent,” he said.

David recounted George’s 
calling, saying, “God got hold 
of George’s life. But also Jesus 
and George held onto each 
other. They clung together 
through thick and thin.”

What would George want 
David to say at his funeral? he 
asked.

“Jesus is reaching out to all 
of us, asking us to respond to 
him. He will hold onto us as 
we hold onto him — for the 
whole thing.”

A few weeks before George’s 
death, David visited him and 
Lois at their nursing home 
residence. George had been 

sick and was not communi-
cating well. As David went 
to leave, Lois began pushing 
George in his wheelchair to see 
their bishop to the entrance.

“As they passed others in 
the hall, George was saying, 
‘how you doing?’ George was 
still there. The message he 
wanted to communicate was 
‘God loves you,’” said David.

“If he were here today, I 
think he’d say, ‘What about 
you? Where do you stand with 
Jesus?’”

The funeral hymns in-
cluded old favourites: The Old 
Rugged Cross, Abide With Me 
and Great Is Thy Faithfulness. 
Refreshments and fellowship 
followed the service at Cathe-
dral Memorial Hall.

The internment was at St. 
Peter’s Anglican Cemetery in 
Woodman’s Point, Saint John 
the following day.

George is survived by 
his wife, Lois; children Paul 
(Darlene), Rob (Carolin) 
and Marilu (Donnie); eight 
grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter. 

ABOVE, RETIRED BISHOP 
George Lemmon during an 
interview in 2015.
Right, Dean Geoffrey Hall 
and Archbishop David 
Edwards lead the funeral 
procession into Christ 
Church Cathedral May 26 
for the funeral of retired 
Bishop George Lemmon.
Below, Geoffrey leads the 
service.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Memories of Bishop George Lemmon 1932-2022 
The Rev. Eric Phinney  
My George story is about how 
he told me about my first par-
ish. He had come to visit the 
graduating students at Wycliffe 
and he took us to a Blue Jays 
game.  
     In the middle of the fourth 
inning, while making a com-
ment about the opposing 
pitcher’s arm, he turned to me 
and asked me what I thought 
about Musquash. 
     I was sitting two seats away 
and thought he was saying 
something about the sport of 
squash. I almost missed it!     
     At the end of the inning, he 
said that when I got home, I 
should go see Roy Gilmore, the 
warden. That was the whole 
conversation. We were blessed 
to be in that parish for nearly 
seven years.  

The Rev. Bob LeBlanc 
I met George Lemmon in 
1999. I was serving in the 
Diocese of NS & PEI. George 
asked me to take the Parish of 
Westmorland.  
     I didn’t think my bishop 
would be in agreement but 
George asked if he could talk 
to him. Less than a week later, 
George called me again and 
said the bishop agreed to let 

me take the parish. This began 
our life in N.B.  
     I will be forever grateful to 
Bishop George for believing 
in me and my ministry. I owe 
him a lifetime of gratitude and 
he will always be a part of my 
faith story. 

The Rt. Rev. Bill Hockin 
George was certainly a man 
of prayer. He was evangelical 
through and through. 
     He was certainly good to 
me. He wanted me to come as 
dean. It so happened that the 
time was right to leave Toron-
to. I went for an interview and 
George and Lois met me at the 
plane and took me to lunch at 
the Lord Beaverbrook Hotel. 
     While we were there he 
said, ‘Look, there’s [Premier] 
Frank McKenna. I’ll introduce 
you.’  
     He certainly knew the prov-
ince and I didn’t. He warned 
me not to use the T-word — 
Toronto —  too often! 
     I was co-adjutor with him 
for two years and we worked 
very well together. He intro-
duced me to the diocese. I had 
some ideas for the diocese and 
clergy and he said yes every 
time. He was supportive and 
encouraging.

GREAT NEPHEW JASON SMITH, 
LEFT,  leads pallbearers out 
of Christ Church Cathedral 
at the funeral of his great 
uncle, retired Bishop George 
Lemmon on May 26. 

George Colborne Lemmon
Seventh Bishop of Fredericton 1989 – 2000

• Born Saint John, March 20, 1932
• BA UNB, 1956-1959
• LTh. Wycliffe College  1959-1962 
• B.D  Wycliffe College  1964
• Married Lois Jean Foster June 7, 1957
• Children: Paul, Mary Lee, Robert
• Ordained deacon 1962 by Bishop A. H. 
O’Neil
• Ordained priest May 26, 1963 at 
Christ Church Cathedral, again by 
Bishop O’Neil
• Honorary degrees:
* DD 1990 King’s 
* DD 1991 Wycliffe College 

 
 
 

Appointments:
•  Canterbury and Benton, Lay Reader, 
May 1, 1962
•  Canterbury and Benton, deacon-in-
charge, May 31, 1962
•  Rector, Wicklow, Wilmot and Peel, 
May 1, 1965
•  Rector of Renforth, August 1, 1969
•  Rector of Sackville and Dorchester, 
August 1, 1972
•  Made canon of Christ Church 
Cathedral Nov. 29, 1983
•  Rector Parish of Fredericton, Christ 
Church (Parish) Church, March 1, 1984
•  Elected Bishop of Fredericton  March 
1989
•  Consecrated Bishop of Fredericton, 
May 4, 1989
•  Retired March 14, 2000

ARCHBISHOP DAVID EDWARDS during his homily at the funeral 
of the Rt. Rev. George Lemmon, who died May 22. David spoke 
of his first meeting with George, where he discovered his new 
bishop was not at all like the UK bishops he was used to. 
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NB Anglican wins four 
awards, including best paper
The New Brunswick Anglican 
newspaper has again been 
chosen best Christian newspa-
per in the country, as part of 
the annual Canadian Christian 
Communicators Association 
Awards of Merit newspaper 
and magazine competition.

The NB Anglican won the 
same award two years ago. The 
awards ceremony was held on-
line May 11 during the CCCA’s 
annual conference. 

Two more awards went to 
editor Gisele McKnight, and 
one to columnist the Rev. Ter-
ence Chandra. All entries were 
published in 2021.

Gisele won first place in the 
feature series category for My 
Journey Here, which chronicles 
the path parishioners have 
taken from their distant 
birthplaces to the Diocese of 
Fredericton. The three stories 
judged were of Rosa Macaulay 
(Venezuela), Sally (Jing Zhang) 
Kendall (China) and Mansour 
Najjar (Syria).

The judge noted, in com-
ments about the series, that 
it is an “important editorial 
choice to feature stories of 
an increasingly multicultural 

church.” 
Gisele also won an honor-

able mention in the premier 
writing competition called the 
A.C. Forrest Memorial Award 
for excellence in socially 
conscious religious journal-
ism. The entry was her feature 
story on Black church history 
in Fredericton, entitled The 
Legacy of St. Peter’s.

Terence’s winning column 
was in a category called First 
Person Account. It was called 
Miscarriage: A Father’s Story, 
and it shed light on a little-
talked about issue, prompting 
the judge to say, “Rev. Chan-
dra has written a searing and 
deeply personal account of his 
grief over a miscarriage. The 
topic is sad but the writing is 
visual and excellent. It is hon-
est, moving and memorable.”

Journalism instructor Rick 
McLean judged the General 
Excellence category and evalu-
ated the NB Anglican on three 
editions: September, October 
and November 2021. 

“This publication reads, 
looks and just generally feels 
like a community paper intent 
on covering its community. 

The stories are the right length, 
making them accessible. The 
photos appear to be local, as 
do the stories,” he said.

“You get a sense you might 
see someone or read about 
someone you know as you flip 
through it. That’s a recipe for 
success in this business. 

“The layout is clean. Short 
items like the one on giving 
new life to old pews is fun, 
easy to read, and the photos 
help illustrate it well. 

“Stories like the ones on 
a church that’s now lit with 
LED lights, and the one on the 
blessing of the animals, give 
this paper a sense of being in 
touch with its audience.”

Archbishop David Edwards 
was pleased with the news.

“Once again our diocesan 
newspaper has won national 
awards,” he said. “The quality 
of the reporting is there for 
all to see, and the content is 
appreciated by many in the 
diocese and beyond.”

To read the NB Anglican, 
visit:  https://nb.anglican.ca/
nb-anglican/issues
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Fredericton Christian 
Forum dissolves

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

One of the diocese’s best 
preachers is stepping back, 
which means after a 22-year 
run, there will be no more Ad-
vent Talks or Lenten Talks. 

“I think it’s a natural con-

No more Advent, 
Lenten Talks, says 
Bill Hockin

clusion,” said retired bishop 
Bill Hockin. “I’m almost 84.”

The Fredericton Chris-
tian Forum was formed to be 
the organizer and registered 
charity behind Bill’s popular 
seasonal talks, and on June 28, 
it voted to dissolve itself.

“I feel mixed emotions,” said 
Bill. “It was an exciting time, 
preaching to big crowds. It was 
a real privilege. But as one gets 
older, you start counting your 
losses. It’s part of growing old.” 

CURSILLO 
The talks were driven by Bill’s 
desire to teach using scripture, 
and the fact that the Christian 
Breakfast Forum had shut 
down in Fredericton. 

Bill approached some 
people involved in the Cursillo 
renewal movement in the dio-
cese — Jim Morrell, Charles 
Ferris, Clyde Spinney, Clare 
Box, to name a few — to gauge 
their reception to a proposed 
series of talks for Advent and 
Lent, and “they jumped at it,” 
said Bill.

The talks were first held at 
the NB Sports Hall of Fame, 
drawing about 80 people. They 
became so popular that Bill 
did a noon talk, followed by a 
repeat at 1 p.m. 

Their popularity necessi-
tated a move to The Playhouse, 
which seats several hundred. 
That lasted a couple of seasons 
until performers wanted access 
to rehearse. A third move, to 
what is now the Crowne Plaza, 
fit nicely, with donations dur-
ing the talks always paying for 
the rental space. 

The talks became so popu-
lar that Bill was invited to Saint 
John. He preached there for 
two or three seasons, using the 
theatre at the New Brunswick 
Museum as the venue.

At some point, Bill was 
joined by the Rev. Dr. Barry 
Craig, now the principal at 
Huron College in London, 
Ont., but originally from 
Woodstock, N.B. The Rev. 
Canon Albert Snelgrove also 
became a regular preacher in 
later years. 

But attendance dropped af-
ter the talks reached their peak 
in the Playhouse era.

“The people who came at 
the beginning are all gone or 
are in nursing homes,” said 
Bill.

Then the pandemic forced 
the talks to go online. Bill add-
ed professional musicians — 
Alice Boyd, Doug Vipond and 
Justine Everett — and recorded 
the talks at Christ Church 
(Parish) Church, where he is 
an honorary assistant.

Despite the chaos of CO-
VID, or perhaps because of it, 
the talks drew a lot of viewers.

“We had up to a thousand 
people watching,” said Bill. 

ECUMENICAL  
One of the factors making the 
talks so successful was that 
they were purposely non-
denominational.

“It was all community 
based,” said Bill. “We never 
used a church. It was ecumeni-

cal. It was for secular people 
too. 

“About 40 per cent were 
Anglican. The rest were ev-
eryone else: Roman Catholic, 
Pentecostal, Baptist. We were 
really supported by Bruns-
wick Street Baptist Church, St. 
Paul’s United, and a couple of 
Catholic churches. That was 
the basis.”

One of the unique facets of 
the talks was the absence of 
any church involvement.

“It wasn’t driven by church 
leadership, except me, and I 
was retired,” said Bill. “It was 
all volunteer-driven. Every-
body was a volunteer, includ-
ing me.” 

BOOKS 
A spin-off of the talks has been 
a number of books published, 
based on the talks — nine or 
ten, Bill says. 

“There are probably 15,000 
books in circulation. They’re 
all gone except for a few on the 
parables,” he said.

A lot of work goes into 
writing and preparing a book 
for publication, and although 
he has the material, Bill said he 
does not have the stamina to 
write another book.

All in all, Bill feels his aim 
in 1999 to teach using the 
scriptures has been fulfilled.

“I think the bottom line is 
it encouraged people in their 
Christian faith and challenged 
them,” he said. “That was the 
goal — all based on scripture.”

The Advent and Lenten 
Talks recorded during the 
pandemic are available on Bill’s 
website: http://billhockin.ca/
wp/ . As well, he occasionally 
preaches at Christ Church 
(Parish) Church. 

WHAT THE FOUNDERS SAY 
Jim Morrell 
Bill has, during Advent and 
Lent for over 20 years, told 
the Gospel stories in a unique 
way. He has made those stories 
come alive to those who joined 
us in person or online, and his 
emphasis has always been to 
give people hope and a person 
to cling to — Jesus — in a 
world that seems to have gone 
astray. 

His talks have attracted 
people from all walks of life 
and many faith traditions. One 
woman I sat beside told me 
that she wasn’t a church-goer, 
but quickly added “These talks 
are my church.” What a gift! 
What a ministry!

The talks have been a true 
blessing to many, many people 
who have been hungry for the 
Good News. God has blessed 

Bishop Bill with the gift of 
teaching, and he has honoured 
Him by using that gift to reach 
out to hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, who joined us in 
person or online. To say it has 
been a blessing to us would be 
an understatement.

 
Charles Ferris 
Bishop Bill is an extraordinari-
ly gifted preacher and teacher, 
and we helped him to take his 
message into the public square 
where people from many de-
nominations – and those with 
no church affiliation - listened 
and learned.

Through his in-person 
and online talks, six excel-
lent books, Bible studies, 
and weekend retreats filled 
with pertinent scripture and 
down-to-earth examples, he 
taught people to love Jesus 
and to serve Him with joy and 
compassion. 

Clare Box 
The FCF ministry facilitated 
community development in 
our Parish of Gagetown. While 
Leith and I were still quite new 
to Gagetown, Bill became an 
interim priest to what was a 
“struggling parish.” 
     While in that role, in one of 
his early sermons, he chal-
lenged us to think about, “why 
do we need to have churches?”  
     He answered his rhetorical 
question by saying, “we need 
to have a safe place to talk 
about Jesus.” 
     In the community, this be-
came, “what is this Jesus thing 
all about?” It was even raised 
at our morning coffee group 
at the restaurant. The conver-
sation continued around the 
Village, and usually more than 
a dozen folk from the area 
made their way to Fredericton 
to hear Bill’s talks. 
     Flyers were willingly 
distributed at our local gas 
stations, churches, restaurant, 
pub and post office. 
     We usually went to differ-
ent restaurants after the talks 
and a real sense of community 
developed amongst us over 
those lunches.  
     These gatherings climaxed 
with a grand Christmas or 
Easter party hosted at Adeline 
and Gerry Misener’s. 
     Although it is hard to see 
the work of the Forum con-
clude, we are grateful for all 
that has been accomplished 
through it and simply amazed 
at it happening at the right 
time for those who were inter-
ested, “in creating a safe place 
to talk about Jesus.”

TOP, THE REV. CANON ALBERT SNELGROVE speaks, with the Rt. Rev. 
Bill Hockin in the background. Above, Dr. Barry Craig during an 
Advent Talks presentation in 2017. 

MCKNIGHT FILE PHOTOS
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Nicholas Saulnier ordained to diaconate
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

St. George’s Anglican Church 
was the venue for the ordina-
tion of Nicholas Saulnier on 
June 11. He was ordained to 
the transitional diaconate on 
the Feast Day of Saint Barn-
abas the Apostle.

His is a unique career path. 
Three years ago, Nicholas was 
a captain in the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force, working as an 
air battle manager stationed in 
Rome, New York, as part of the 
North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD).

He’s spent the past three 
years as a student at Wycliffe 
College in Toronto, earning a 
masters degree in Divinity in 
anticipation of ordination.

His aim is to become a 
military chaplain. The require-
ments included ordination, 
followed by two years spent in 
the diocese under the bishop’s 
direction. 

Nicholas has been sent to 
the Parish of St. Mary, York, 
where his priest, the Ven. Kev-
in Stockall, is overseeing his 
own parish, plus the parishes 
of Stanley and Marysville. 

Nicholas chose his home 
church of St. George’s in which 
to be ordained, and parishio-
ners came out in full force to 
support him. 

Of note, Bishop Nigel 
Shaw, Bishop Ordinary to the 
Canadian Armed Forces, was 
present and took part. Several 
military chaplains also attend-
ed. Archbishop David Edwards 
presided.

“It’s a good day to welcome 
Nicholas into the office of 
deacon,” he said. “We’re look-
ing forward to his ministry in 
the two years with us until we, 
sadly, hand him off to Bishop 
Nigel.”

Bishop Nigel responded by 
saying, “It’s an absolute delight 
to welcome you, Nicholas. 
I anticipate getting to know 
you much better in two years 
when you come into full-time 
ministry.”

Nicholas was thrilled with 
the support from the Canadian 
Armed Forces at his ordina-
tion.

“Such a strong turnout from 
Anglican military chaplains 
was really special,” said Nicho-
las. “I am really just grateful 
for all the support I have.”

His presenters were priests 
Chris VanBuskirk, Brent Ham 

and Chris Ketch, along with 
Major (Retired) Douglas Grant 
and Debbie MacDonald. 

The Rev. Dr. Ranall Ingalls 
preached. He described the 
work of a deacon, which bibli-
cally means to attend.

“The work of a deacon is 
the work of a servant of Christ, 
waiting on Christ,” said Ranall. 

“The deacon acts as the 
rector’s eyes, the parish’s eyes. 
Surely all are to do this, yes, 
but a deacon has been set apart 
and made available for that 
purpose.”

We are not chosen for a life 
of ease, but of fruitfulness; not 
for honour, but for servant-
hood, said Ranall.

The clergy, said Ranall, are 
surrounded by people who are 
more wise, more patient, more 
holy that they.

“Nicholas, if you haven’t 
realized that yet, you will,” he 
said, to laughter.

After the service, a recep-
tion put on by St. George’s 
Willing Workers, was enjoyed 
by everyone. The Rev. Canon 
Chris VanBuskirk noted the 
Willing Workers predates 
the ACW (Anglican Church 
Women) in the parish. 

Nicholas was pleased and 
grateful for the many supporters 
who witnessed his ordination.

“I thought it went re-
ally well, and felt that it was 

a blessing to have so many 
people be able to attend such a 
joyful event. 

“I’m very grateful for such 
a show of support from people 
all over the diocese and the 
Maritimes. It really was a 
coming-together of Christian 
friends I’ve met over many 
years of camp and events in 
the area.”

Nicholas has been a long-
time participant at St. Mi-
chael’s Youth Conference, as 
both a conferee and later, as a 
counsellor. In a 2019 interview, 
Nicholas described his spiri-
tual and career paths.

“It will be very different 
going from defence to pasto-

ral care,” he said of the plans 
before him. “It’s been in the 
back of my head for a long 
time. Now it’s slowly come to 
fruition — after a long period 
of discernment. I’m trusting in 
God to lead me.” 

Nicholas’s tie to St. Mi-
chael’s is so strong that he 
repeatedly made the trip from 
New York just to be there. But 
did SMYC have any bearing on 
his new path? 

“I definitely think so,” he 
said. “It exposed me to dif-
ferent aspects of faith that I 
wouldn’t otherwise have seen. 
I consider it almost a home to 
my upbringing in faith. I’ve 
learned a lot here.”

ABOVE: MILITARY CHAPLAINS were on hand to 
support Nicholas Saulnier at his ordination. 
From left: the Rev. Major Chris VanBuskirk; 
the Rev. Capt. Rob Salloum; Lt. Col. Dennis 
Newhook;  Bishop Nigel Shaw, Bishop Ordinary 
to the Canadian Armed Forces;  Nicholas; Lt. Col. 
Beverly Kean Newhook; Captain Meghan Nicholls; 
A.J. Cottreau, officer cadet. 
LEFT: Nicholas Saulnier kneels during the 
ordination ceremony, with Bishop Nigel Shaw, 
Archbishop David Edwards and the Rev. Canon 
Leo Martin.
RIGHT:  Outside, after the service, from left:  
Bishop David, the Rev. Canon Lt. Greg McMullin, 
Bishop Nigel Shaw, Nicholas, Leo Martin and the 
Rev. Ranall Ingalls.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

About 50 parishioners, 
partners, clergy and others 
gathered June 5 at St. Mary, 
York parish in Fredericton to 
celebrate the official opening of 
the church’s food forest.

The planting of the food 
forest, on the large expanse 
of ground next to the church, 
took place in May 2021. The 
project is known as the St. 
Mary’s Community Food For-
est. The event included work-
shops, a blessing and opening 
by Archbishop David Edwards.

The Ven. Kevin Stockall, 
rector, welcomed everyone. 
Andrew Mathis, who came up 
with the vision and the plan, 
was the ceremony emcee. 

“The goal of the St. Mary’s 
Community Food Forest is to 
grow food for the community,” 
Andrew told the crowd. “Has-
kaps will be the first thing to 
come into fruit. There will be 
more fruit all summer until the 
russet apples in the fall.”

He explained some of the 
features of the site, including 
the fruit trees planted next to 
swales — level basins built on 
the contour to capture and 
hold rainwater. 

Andrew spoke of the symbi-
otic relationship of the spe-
cifically chosen plants: plants 
that help fertilize other plants, 
plants that act as mulch, and 
plants that attract good insects. 

Some of the plants include 
gooseberries, blueberries, mul-
berries, blackberries, raspber-
ries, currents, grapes, heart-
nuts, haskap, goji, cherries, 
pears, plums and apples.

Last summer, a large deer 
fence was installed to keep the 
deer from eating the food, “but 
the gate will always be open to 
visitors,” said Andrew, adding 
the food forest is for everyone.

Several people representing 
the many community partners 
spoke about their involvement.

“Having a place like this 
makes people feel like they’re 
cared for,” said Amy Floyd, 

representing the Permaculture 
Atlantic Network.

Kevin spoke of the parish’s 
original move from Union 
Street to McEvoy Street and 
the large piece of land that 
allowed the church to dream of 
what might be possible.

“There was a vision to create 
a community garden,” he said, 
which was realized several 
years ago. 

Then the pandemic hit, and 
people were shocked to see 
their food supply lines threat-
ened.

“We learned how little of 
the food we eat is actually 
grown in New Brunswick,” he 
said. “The food forest brings all 
these visions together.”

Kevin thanked Andrew for 
his hard work to bring the vi-
sion to reality.

Bishop David prayed during 
the ceremony, asking God to 
“nourish, protect and bless the 
plants which your people have 
planted in hope. By your lov-
ing and bountiful glory, may 
they bring forth their fruit in 
due season. 

“Help us to be good stew-
ards of this land and caretakers 
of your gifts… May his richest, 
and most bountiful blessings 
be upon this Community Food 
Forest, that these gifts might be 
used to the benefit and welfare 
of all.”

With the help of two small 
children present, Bishop David 
cut the ribbon to open the 
food forest.

Maps and signage are part 
of the site’s future plans. More 
workshops on how to grow, 
store, dry and use foods, make 
cider and other topics are also 
planned. 

For now, there are a few 
benches and picnic tables, with 
an invitation for anyone to 
come and enjoy the quiet am-
biance, pick some fruit, enjoy a 
picnic, bring their children and 
enjoy the food forest.

“The gates are latched but 
not locked,” said Kevin.

Food forest 
officially 
opened

FROM THE TOP:  Sima Usvyatsov, right, of Sima’s Roots & Fruits, explains the properties of one of 
the plants on her table as Archbishop David Edwards shops for a gooseberry bush.

BISHOP DAVID, the Ven. Kevin Stockall and Andrew Mathis, at right, during the opening 
ceremony of the St. Mary’s Food Forest.

ADAM BIRCHWEAVER holds a sample of wood sorrel during a workshop on the plants in the food 
forest and how they can be used.

BISHOP DAVID, with some help from a couple of little people at the ceremony, cuts the ribbon to 
officially open St. Mary’s Food Forest on June 5. 

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Last of bishop’s pilgrimages ends
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The final annual pilgrimage of 
Archbishop David Edwards 
was completed on Pentecost 
Sunday, June 5, with a walk 
across the St. John River from 
St. Mary - York to Christ 
Church Cathedral.

About 25 people, mostly 
Cathedral members, met him 
at the north side of the Bill 
Thorpe walking bridge and ac-
companied him to the Cathe-
dral. He arrived just before 2 
p.m., and 20 minutes later was 
preaching a sermon during 
an afternoon service that was 
well-attended.

In 2015, Bishop David set 
out to walk through one of 
seven archdeaconries each 
year. He began in the Arch-
deaconry of St. Andrews, and 
despite some bumps along the 
way — his mother’s illness that 
sent him to the UK, the pan-
demic, and this year, the fu-
neral of retired Bishop George 
Lemmon — he finished in the 
Archdeaconry of Fredericton.

Throughout each annual 
pilgrimage, he and walk co-or-
dinator Trevor Fotheringham 
relied on parishes for places to 
sleep, food to eat, and services 
to organize. As the pilgrimage 
gained momentum, more and 
more parishioners joined the 
pair for an hour, a day, or even 
more in some cases. Some have 
joined the walk year after year, 
including Parish of Richmond’s 
Cindy Derksen and diocesan 
chancellor David Bell.

Bishop David said from 
the outset that he wanted to 
walk to meet people in a more 
unconventional way, see the 
diocese, and enjoy the natural 
environment. He has always 
been an avid walker. This year, 
he was asked to bless a horse, 
and of course, complied.

This final walk began in 
Hoyt on May 21. Then it was 
on to Fredericton Junction, 
with subsequent walks in Fred-
ericton, Minto and Chipman, 
Doaktown and Boiestown, 
Oromocto, Cambridge, Stan-
ley, and Upper Keswick and a 
canoe trip at Camp Medley. 

On May 25, his staff joined 
him on a walk from St. Mar-
garet’s in Fredericton through 
Lincoln. 

“Things have gone very 
well,” he said that day. “The 
parishes have been excellent. 

People have been out walking 
with us every time. It’s good to 
meet people and see how the 
different parishes are doing.”

On the final day at the Ca-
thedral, the bishop was happy 
to see his seven-year project 
completed.

“It’s gone well, I think,” he 
said. “It’s been a tough walk 
at times, but we’re getting old. 
We’re seven years older than 
when we started.”

Even with the fatigue, he 

hinted at another walk in the 
future.

“I’m mulling the possibility 
of a different type of pilgrim-
age,” he said, adding he has a 
few possibilities in mind. 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Dean Geoffrey Hall congratu-
lated the bishop on the end 
of his pilgrimage. While the 
bishop preached, thunder 
rolled and the heavens opened 
with downpours that included 

hail.
David explained why he 

decided to walk the diocese, 
recounting how, as a young 
boy, his mother told him the 
story a bishop in Lichfield who 
went from parish to parish on 
horseback.

“Somehow I became a 
bishop …and that story stuck 
with me,” he said.

In walking, he wanted to 
bring a sign of the presence of 
God in the various communi-

ties, adding that Pentecost isn’t 
just about personal renewal, 
but community renewal as 
well. 

Bishop David told those 
gathered that at the House of 
Bishops, twice annually held at 
a monastery in Niagara on the 
Lake, he would walk a cer-
tain route each day. This year, 
however, roadwork forced him 
to choose a new route, which 
took him next to an electrical 
plant.

The building had a statue 
of Nikola Tesla outside it, 
prompting some thought and 
prayer.

“I prayed into that imagery, 
and the Day of Pentecost came 
to mind,” he said.

Tesla’s dream was that 
someday, people could plug 
into electricity anywhere, with-
out wires.

“We can plug into the Holy 
Spirit, wherever, whenever we 
want,” he said. “The Spirit’s power 
is there for us to plug into.” 

PILGRIMAGE WRAP-UP 
Bishop David expressed thanks 
to several people, including 
his secretary, Cheryl Jacobs, 
and her husband, Peter, both 
of whom have taken on many 
tasks necessary for the success 
of the pilgrimage.

He also thanked the people 
of the Parish of Richmond, 
who were present for the 
service. 

“You have supported this 
walk all the way through,” he 
said.

He mused that when he 
began his pilgrimage, he was 
married to Janet, who died in 
2018. As he ended the pilgrim-
age, he was married to Deb-
bie, saying, “there has been an 
unimaginable shift.”

While Trevor is from the 
UK, it was through David’s 
late wife, Janet, that David 
got to know him, since they 
both worshipped at the same 
church.

He expressed his thanks for 
Trevor’s unwavering support 
and help during seven years of 
walks, awarding him a certifi-
cate of merit. 

Finally, David proclaimed 
that of all the mosquitos and 
blackflies he has encountered 
in seven archdeaconries, they 
were worst on the stretch of 
trail from Lincoln to Oro-
mocto.

TOP:  DEBBIE AND ARCHBISHOP DAVID EDWARDS, and Trevor Fotheringham. in red, are 
accompanied by members of Christ Church Cathedral for the final leg of the pilgrimage across 
the Bill Thorpe Walking Bridge in Fredericton on June 5. 

DAVID HAMILTON, MARK SLADER, Peter Knight, Marilyn Young, Bishop David, Marilyn Wiggins, 
Addie Marshall, Neil Orchard and the Rev. Andrew Horne, priest of the Good Shepherd church 
in Cambridge-Narrows, joined the pilgrimage on a rainy day in May at St Luke’s church in 
Young’s Cove.

DAVID HAMILTON PHOTO

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION:  community
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: 
Archbishop David Edwards, Mark 
Slader and Addie Marshall, with 
Neil Orchard in the background.

Bishop David preached at a 
Pentecost service just minutes 
after taking the last steps of his 
pilgrimage, which ended at Christ 
Church Cathedral on June 5.

Parish of Bright warden George 
Lawrence and Bishop David walk 
a trail.

Diocesan staff joined the bishop 
for a walk on May 25. With them 
is the Rev. Rob Langmaid, right, 
from whose parish the pilgrimage 
began that day.

Parish of Bright warden George 
Lawrence, Cindy Derksen (Parish 
of Richmond) and Cheryl Jacobs 
joined route co-ordinator Trevor 
Fotheringham and Bishop David 
during a walk in the Parish of 
Bright.

Pilgrimage in pictures

DAVID HAMILTON PHOTO

Pilgrimage stats
• Total distance walked around the diocese: 1,168.8 km
• 2015 (Archdeaconry of St. Andrews) 199 km
• 2016 (Archdeaconry of Chatham) 157.9 km
• 2017 (Archdeaconry of Moncton) 226.1 km
• 2018 (Archdeaconry of Woodstock) 169.2 km
• 2019 (Archdeaconries of Saint John and Kingston-Kennebecasis) 197.3 
km (includes 6.8 km without Bishop David, as he had to fly to the UK as his 
mother was ill; this walk was completed in the fall of 2019.)
• 2022 (Archdeaconry of Fredericton) 219.5 km
• Longest walk: 25.7 km Red Rapids to Perth-Andover
• Highest point: Sugarloaf at 282.2 meters 
• Steepest prolonged climb: Lucy’s Gulch - 121.3 meters to 272.2 meters 
over 2 km.
• Bishop David and walk co-ordinator Trevor Fotheringham slept in a total 
of 60 different churches and parish halls over the seven-year period.
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D I O C E S A N    C O U N C I L

Diocesan Council highlights

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

For the first time in more than 
two years, Diocesan Council 
met in person on May 28. The 
location was Camp Medley in 
Upper Gagetown.

The day began with Morn-
ing Prayer and a short homily 
by Archbishop David Edwards, 
who spoke of Joshua. The one 
chosen to lead after Moses 
initially stood in the way.

“It’s easy to stand in the way 
of the Holy Spirit,” said David. 
“But the situation can always 
be redeemed.”

It’s important that we not 
stand in the way of what’s to 
come, he said, nothing there 
are many questions about the 
future right now.

“We do know that the 
church, the diocese, will go 
through changes, and that re-
quires deliberate discernment. 
So often we say to God, ‘I have 
a great idea. Could you put 
your rubber stamp on it?’

“I will be working with 
others to put some flesh on 
the bones — to find out where 
the Lord is leading us,” he said. 
“But the Lord is leading us 
somewhere different. We will 
not be going back to Egypt.”

God will sustain his church 
and use all that’s happened 
to move it in the direction he 
wants, said David. 
“I believe with all my heart he 
is saying we must take time to 
discern.” 

SAY YES! TO KIDS 
The Ven. Cathy Laskey gave a 
report on the Anglican Foun-
dation’s Say Yes! To Kids cam-
paign in the Parish of Salisbury 
and Havelock. 

Their aim is to re-energize 
their youth ministry in the 
community, with an original 
fundraising goal of $2,500. 
They increased their goal to 
$4,000, and as of May 28, had 
reached $3,500. The fundrais-
ing continues to the end of 
June. 

Parish rector the Rev. Chris 

Hayes was absent from Dioc-
esan Council due to a timing 
conflict. He was running the 
parish’s first ever bike rodeo. 

This project is one of 20 
in Canada and the only one 
in the diocese. If you wish to 
support the campaign, con-
tact Chris:  revchrishayes@
gmail.com  or visit https://
www.anglicanfoundation.org/
sayyestokids/ 

FAITH FORMATION 
Parish development officer 
Shawn Branch led a segment 
called faith formation using 
Lectio Divina and a passage 
from Jeremiah 29. Members 
were split into archdeaconry 
groups to ponder questions 
relating to the passage. 

APPOINTMENTS 
Council approved the ap-
pointment of the Ven. Kevin 
Stockall as assistant secretary 
of Synod. It also approved 
the appointment of the Rev. 
Canon Jon Lownds as dioc-
esan registrar. He takes over 
for the Rev. Canon Tom Smith, 
who retired at Easter and has 
recently died. 

MOTIONS 

Diocesan Council approved 
a recommendation to Dioc-
esan Synod that Canon Four, 
Diocesan Governance be 
amended as follows: 18 (3) The 
Lay members of the Finance 
Committee shall be persons 
who are voting members of a 
parish, mission or the Cathe-
dral of Christ Church.

Two motions before 
council, both of which were 
approved, were prompted by 
recent increases in the price of 
fuel, food, and other essentials. 

The first was an increase 
in gas reimbursement. The 
Human Resources Commit-
tee recommended an increase 
from 25 to 30 cents a kilometre 
for those with car allowances, 
and from 44 to 50 cents for 
those without. The increase 
takes effect July 1, and will be 
reviewed in three months.

The second change was a 
two per cent stipend and lay 
salary increase to take effect 
July 1 for the remainder of the 
year. Diocesan Council Execu-
tive met following the meeting 
to clarify the details of this 
increase.  The scale of mini-
mum stipends for clergy and 
Synod lay staff remuneration 
will increase by two per cent. 

Parishes were also encouraged 
to increase stipends for clerics 
paid above the minimum scale 
and parochial lay employees by 
two per cent as well.

Diocesan Council agreed 
to cover the two per cent 
increase in minimum stipend 
or any similar increases agreed 
by parish corporations. The 
stipend and salary increases 
for parishes could cost up to 
$20,965 but will be covered by 
Synod since parishes did not 
budget for them. 

LUNCH 
At lunch time, Camp Medley 
director John Galbraith led a 
tour of the facility, highlight-
ing the many upgrades that 
have taken place throughout 
the pandemic. Some members 
had not been to the camp in 
60 years. Camp Medley uses 
about six acres of its total of 55 
acres.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Heather Harris-Jones spoke 
briefly about the new IPS 
necessitated by the redemp-
tion of investment in Qwest 
and transfer of funds from 
Mandeville to RBC, bringing 
all investment assets under one 

group of advisors. 
Heather noted that the 

decision to align with the CRA 
definition of investment return 
as realized return has been 
very helpful for the Synod 
during the volatile period in 
the markets this year. The year 
to date realized return is cur-
rently 2.4 per cent.

Heather presented the Re-
view Engagement Report with 
the 2021 Financial Statements. 
Bringloe Feeney concluded 
that nothing came to their 
attention during their re-
view; the financial statements 
present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position 
of the Synod as of December 
31, 2021. 

Bringloe Feeney also 
noted that the results of Synod 
operations and cash flows are 
in accordance with Canadian 
accounting standards for not-
for-profit organizations. 

Only a few line items saw 
a more material change from 
2020 to 2021 due to the higher 
rate of return. The results 
should be more consistent, 
year over year, going forward 
due to the change to recog-

Council continued on page 13

ABOVE:  COUNCIL MEMBERS Geoffrey 
Hall, Kevin Stockall, Keith Osborne, 
Robert Taylor, Coralie Losier, Perry 
Cooper, Ted Quann, Cathy Laskey 
and Cheryl Young during Cathy’s 
presentation on the Anglican 
Foundation at the May 28 meeting.

LEFT:  DURING THE faith formation 
part of the council meeting, 
members from the Saint John 
archdeaconry — Coralie Losier, 
David Barrett, Matt Pitman, Keith 
Osborne and Susan Jack — discuss 
implications of Jeremiah 29. Seen in 
the kitchen is Ann Pinnell, a long-
time volunteer at Camp Medley.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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nize only realized income for 
the calculation of the rate of 
return.  

MAY GRANT AWARDS 
Cambridge & Waterborough 
- requested: $20,000; awarded: 
$15,000, to be used for the St. 
James restoration project

St. Mark (Stone Church) – 
requested: $20,000; awarded: 
$15,000, to be used for after-
noon community drop-in

Denmark – requested: 
$2,000; awarded: $2,000, to 
be used to replace and install 
crosses on two churches

Total of requests: $52,000; 
granted: $32,000

All the grant money for this 
financial year has now been 
awarded. 

MOBILE MEDICAL CLINIC 
Companion Diocese Commit-
tee chair Robbie Griffin gave 
an update on the mobile medi-

cal clinic for the Diocese of Ho 
in Ghana, West Africa.

“This has been a God-
directed project from day one,” 
he told council. “I was the big-
gest naysayer. Now we have an 
almost completed project.”

One basic need denied most 
people in rural Ghana is health 
care, which the mobile medi-
cal clinic will help address. The 
Diocese, individual donors, 
parishes, ACWs and Rotary 
came together to fundraise for 
this $278,000 project. It is one 
of the top five Rotary Founda-
tion projects for the year, said 
Robbie.

Now that the customized, 
equipped van has arrived in 
Ghana, where it remains in 
Customs, the Ho Teaching 
Hospital will take possession. 
A public health nurse will ac-
company doctors and nurses 
to vaccinate patients.

Robbie described the van 
as “the heart of a hospital 
on wheels.” He and a Rotary 
member will visit Ho later this 

year and develop a final report 
for Rotary.

Robbie took questions from 
council members. After his 
presentation, the Archbishop 
awarded Robbie a diocesan 
Award of Merit for his leader-
ship on the Ho project.  

DIOCESAN SYNOD 

The Rev. David Peer, secretary 
of Synod, reported on this 
year’s planned Synod gather-
ing, set for Saturday, Nov. 5 at 
Christ Church Cathedral. The 
planning committee will meet 
in June to begin preparations.
 
OTHER 
Council accepted the resigna-

tion of youth member Eric 
Beek. 

Bishop David awarded 
council member Robert Taylor 
a certificate of merit for his 
many years as treasurer of 
Diocesan Choir School.

The next council meeting is 
set for Sept. 29 and will be held 
online. 

Council continued from  
page 12

Diocesan Council  
highlights, continued

CAMP MEDLEY DIRECTOR JOHN GALBRAITH, LEFT, points out upgrades to the camp as Diocesan Council 
members tour the grounds.

GriefShare comes to the Parish of Kent
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Offering some sort of grief 
support has always been on 
Chris Ketch’s mind. 

But as is often the case, the 
rector of the Parish of Kent 
found many other needs tak-
ing precedence.

“Grief support was a need 
I identified fairly early on in 
my time here,” said Chris. “But 
other things were a priority.”

Then in 2020, the COVID 
pandemic hit, and people were 
introduced to a much different 
way of grieving — with fewer 
family members, tiny gather-
ings, and perhaps no visitation 
or funeral at all.

“With the pandemic, there 
wasn’t that opportunity to 
come together, to cry with 
each other and share stories,” 
he said.

After being approached by 
people within his church and 
in the community, Chris knew 
it was time, so in April, during 
Holy Week no less, he and an 
ecumenical leadership team 
launched GriefShare.

It’s a 13-week support group 
for people processing grief, 
whether from deaths during 
the pandemic, or deaths years 
ago. 

“It’s an ongoing need,” said 
Chris. “It’s good to have it at 
the best of times. But there are 
people who grieve for years. 
They’re still impacted.”

The GriefShare model 
includes a video that addresses 

topics surrounding grief, fol-
lowed by a discussion of the 
video. A workbook is part of 
the course, which helps people 
explore more deeply the issues 
they are confronting.

“It has been going very well 
despite the fact that the work 
of grief can be very challeng-
ing,” said Chris.

“The people attending seem 
to really appreciate the space 

that has been created to talk 
about their grief, the fellowship 
and support they are receiving, 
and the insights and challenges 
being presented in the material 
we are working through.”

The program is free to par-
ticipants, but donations of $20 
to help pay for the workbook 
are welcome. The parish is pay-
ing the balance, with help from 
a few donors who felt the need 

was acute. 
Chris chose the Targettville 

Recreation Centre as the venue 
because it’s a neutral space for 
gathering. He also wanted it to 
be ecumenical. One person on 
the leadership team represents 
the local Presbyterian church.

Chris has parishioners pray-
ing for the group each week, 
and one who provides snacks 
during the meeting.

Since the program was 
launched, he’s heard from 
many in his community.

“I’ve had people come up to 
me and thank me. Knowing it’s 
available is a comfort to them,” 
he said. “Some say, ‘you may 
see me there.’”

Chis is hopeful the sup-
port group, which has 10 
participants this spring, can be 
offered again in the fall.

“It’s been really good, even 
for us as facilitators,” he said. 
“The opportunity to do the 
work of grieving has been 
good.”

To learn more about the 
program, visit GriefShare 
(www.griefshare.org).

CHRIS KETCH PHOTO

PARISH AND COMMUNITY 
generosity have helped 
pay for the cost of the 
GriefShare program in the 
Parish of Kent.

MISSION IN MOTION:  community
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ACW meets in person for first time in three years
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The last time diocesan Angli-
can Church Women (ACW) 
met in person was in May 2019 
in Bathurst. But finally, on June 
7, about 55 members gathered 
for the annual meeting held at 
St. James the Less in Rothesay.

An election, a budget, a 
guest speaker and more were 
on the agenda, but the day 
began with a service of Holy 
Communion led by Archbish-
op David Edwards.

David spoke on the issues 
we face these days: a pandem-
ic, uncertainty, change.

“There are voices telling us 
to be afraid — of the war in 
Ukraine, that it will spill over 
into a third world war; of CO-
VID; of monkeypox. We’re told 
to be afraid,” he said.

Those voices are different 
from the voice of the shepherd.

“The shepherd is with us,” 
he said. “He still spreads a 
table for us. We still have that 
voice calling us. We need more 
and more to listen to that 
voice.”

He noted that during his 
just-completed pilgrimage, his 
wife, Debbie, would sometimes 
accompany him, or meet him 
at the parish that was their 
destination. There were always 
crowds and food and fellow-
ship, “but I’ve always known 
when she’s in the room. I can 
hear her laugh, her voice. It 
was the same with Janet. I 
could pick out Janet’s voice 
among the hubbub.”

The key is to listen for that 
voice, he said.

He cited theologian and 
writer Phyllis Tickle, who 
wrote that every 500 years, 
Judeo-Christian-western 
society goes through profound 
change, the last one being the 
Protestant Reformation.

“We can map it every 500 
years back to Moses,” he said. 
“We don’t know where we’re 
going, but we know it will be 
different.”

He noted his and Debbie’s 
grandson, Isaiah, turned 5 the 
previous week. Isaiah saw his 
mother trying to lift a bowl, 
but because she had a bad grip 
on it, she couldn’t quite lift it 
properly.

His response: ‘Mama is not 
strong. I am strong and brave.’

“The church of God is going 
to have to be strong and brave,” 
he said. 

Take the little signs and 

nudges from the Holy Spirit 
and be brave enough to take 
hold of them, he said.

“It’s not going to be easy on 
us,” he said. “Certainly not for 
the Bishop of Fredericton. But 
we have to be brave enough to 
listen.

“We must be willing to take 
the time to discern and listen 
and look at what that means. 
We must be willing to take a 
chance on God, even though 
we don’t know where we’re 
going.”

He cited the Parish of Salis-
bury & Havelock, which held 
two bike rodeos in Salisbury 
and Petitcodiac this spring.

“It’s total outreach, not to 
drag people into church,” he 
said. “It’s to build relationships. 
This is a parish saying ‘yes, 
we’re brave enough, [rector] 
Chris Hayes, we’ll go with you.’

“What we’ve got to do is 
listen to the Spirit, then be 
brave — brave enough to be 
right, and brave enough to be 
wrong. Nothing is wasted in 
the economy of God. If we are 
seeking to do God’s will, God 
will bless it.”

David cited the parable of 
the talents, and the man who 
did nothing, fearing he might 
lose them. 

“If you’re just holding on, 
that’s not going to end well,” he 
said. “But if we invest — not 
money — what we have, Jesus 
will say, ‘well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.’”

The day’s host and Parish 
of Renforth rector, the Rev. 
Jonathan Hallewell, prayed for 
all gathered to be strong and 
brave enough to listen to the 
voice of God. 

ELECTION 
Peggy Boucher of St. Mar-
garet’s in Fredericton was 
acclaimed the new vice presi-
dent. Jill Stewart, vice presi-
dent, moved to the president’s 
position, and Linda Fury 
moved from president to past 
president.

The executive includes Jill, 
Linda, Peggy, plus Diane Todd 
as secretary and Cathy Lutes as 
treasurer.

Copies of the ACW Roll of 
Honour, which honours the 
efforts of ACW members, and 
the Book of Remembrance, a 
list of deceased members, were 
circulated. During the past 
three years, 123 names were 
added to the Book of Remem-
brance. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
During roll call, every deanery 
was represented, including 
three members from the St. 
Andrews deanery who trav-
elled from Grand Manan.

Treasurer Cathy Lutes 
presented the budget for 
2022, which included reduced 
revenue coming in and slashed 
donations going out. 

“A number of branches 
closed down during COVID,” 
she said. “I don’t blame any 
branch for stepping down.”

Cathy noted that when she 
became treasurer in 2019, 
there were 57 branches. Today 
there are 35.

Members voted to change 
their meeting format from a 

two-day event to one day, as 
was taking place this year.  

FARRALINE PLACE 
Farraline Place administrator 
Judy O’Donnell gave a report 
on the seniors’ residence as-
sociated with ACW. The home 
did very well through the pan-
demic until this spring when 
half the residents became 
infected. Judy praised the staff 
for their professionalism and 
efforts during this trying time.

The roof has been com-
pleted, and the next big project 
will be painting the exterior of 
the very large house in down-
town Fredericton. The scrap-
ing, repairing, priming and 
painting will cost $30,000.

Upcoming events include 

a yard sale on July 29 to help 
fund window treatments for 
the sunroom; the annual gar-
den party on Aug. 11; and the 
annual fundraising dinner on 
Oct. 15. 

Judy introduced Darline 
Cogswell, the new president of 
the board of directors of Far-
raline Place.

Darline got an up-close 
look at how the home runs 
when she volunteered during 
the COVID outbreak, taking 
food trays to residents in their 
rooms and getting to know 
them.

“I walked away feeling good 
about the work being done,” 
she said. “We are serving the 

ACW continued on page 15

ABOVE:  THE DIOCESAN ACW 
executive, left to right:
Linda Fury, past president; Diane 
Todd, secretary; Jill Stewart, 
president; Peggy Boucher, vice-
president; Cathy Lutes, treasurer; 
Debbie Edwards, honorary president.

LEFT:  ARCHBISHOP DAVID EDWARDS 
delivers his homily during the ACW’s 
annual meeting in the Parish of 
Renforth on June. 7.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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community.”
Judy, who suffered a heart 

attack in the past year, was 
emotional about the role of 
Farraline in the lives of the 
seniors who live there.

“I love Farraline Home,” 
she said. “I think it’s where I’m 
supposed to be. I hope you 
take pride in your support of 
it.”

She begged the pardon of 
members as she boldly told 
them she had something to 
say: “I want you to consider 
leaving some funds to Farra-
line in your will.”

There are two room vacan-

cies at the home which need to 
be filled as soon as possible. 

BISHOP MCALLISTER COLLEGE 
Rosemarie Kingston gave a 
report on Bishop McAllister 
College in Uganda, which the 
ACW generously supports. 
She read letters from the three 
students they sponsor. Rector 
Paul Jeffries, originally from 
New Brunswick, has begun his 
25th year at the college.

It costs just over $500 a year 
to sponsor a child to attend 
school at BMC. Contact Rose-
marie if you are interested in 
supporting a student. 

SOPHIA RECOVERY CENTRE 
The guest speaker for the 

afternoon was Julie Atkinson, 
executive director of Sophia 
Recovery Centre, an organiza-
tion offering help to women 
suffering from addiction. It 
has been serving Saint John for 
almost 14 years.

The organization is seek-
ing a larger location as their 
clientele grows. They’ve also 
expanded to St. Stephen, with 
a goal of a similar expansion to 
Sussex. 

Their facility is a daytime 
drop-in centre. There, women 
can get one-to-one counsel-
ling, participate in group 
discussion and get the support 
they need to follow a new path 
free from whatever has taken 
hold of their lives — most 

often drugs, alcohol, gambling, 
shopping and sugar.

“Our clients are much like 
you and me, except they have 
a brain condition,” said Julie. 
“One in five Canadians will 
experience substance abuse 
issues in their lifetime. Many 
of our women live comfortable 
lives with a secret addiction.”

The service is free, and 
they work with women of all 
ages, from late teens to senior 
citizens. 

They rely on community 
and government funding, as 
well as donations from groups 
and individuals. Even dona-
tions of cleaning supplies and 
snack foods for their kitchen 
are appreciated. 

CONCLUSION
Paula Adams of St. Augustine’s 
church was the day’s local 
organizer. 
     The collection from the 
members totalled $510.60. 
Members voted to split it 
between Farraline Place and 
Sophia Recovery Centre. The 
day ended with a banquet held 
at St. Luke’s in Gondola Point.

The next ACW event is 
Quiet Day, which will be held 
Sept. 7 at St. Margaret’s church 
in Fredericton. The Deanery of 
Woodstock will host the 2023 
annual meeting. 

ACW continued from page 14

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Treasurer Cathy Lutes presents her report and the 2022 budget, with outgoing president Linda Fury and secretary Diane Todd 
at left; lunch featured a variety of sandwiches and sweets; Linda Fury, centre, presents a cheque to representatives of Sofia Recovery Centre, including Julie 
Atkinson at left, who was a guest speaker; Farraline Place administrator Judy O’Donnell gives her report, which included news of her recent heart attack. 

ACW’s next event is Quiet Day in Fredericton, Sept. 7
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BY GISELE MCKNIGHT 

How did the son of an African chief 
end up as a parish priest in the Dio-
cese of Fredericton? The short answer 
is that, desperate for a job, the Rev. 
Rufus Onyewuchi took a job selling 
encyclopedias door-to-door.
     The long answer saw Rufus take 
a great many twists and turns on his 
multi-continent path from chemistry 
lab technician, to life in Canada, and 
eventually, ordained ministry. 

LIFE IN NIGERIA 
Rufus’s story begins in Nigeria. He is 
the oldest of nine children, born to 
a father who was the local chief and 
had two wives. His childhood, a happy 
one, had a certain amount of privilege.  
     He was born an Anglican to a 
mother who attended church regularly.
After primary school came boarding 
school 56 miles away from his home.     
     When he graduated from high 
school, he began working as a clerk in 
the Ministry of Education in the city 
of Enugu.
     After two years, he took a job as a 
chemistry lab assistant at the Nigeria 
College of Technology.
     “I enjoyed that very much,” he said. 
“That’s the beginning of my story, 
really.”
     He moved on to the newly opened 
University of Nigeria (Nsukka cam-
pus) in 1961.
     “They were looking for a lab techni-
cian in the chemistry department and 
they came for me,” he said, adding he 
was the first lab technician to be hired 
and there was no chemistry lab set up 
when he arrived.  

LIFE IN THE UK 
While working, he took up studies to 
get certified. After passing the exam, 
he decided to go to the UK for more 
education. He attended London’s 
Paddington Technical College for the 
two-year course, graduating in 1966.

     But by this time, much had hap-
pened at home. 
     “The Nigerian government had 
been overthrown by a coup,” said 
Rufus. 
     “My father told me not to come 
home yet. So I got a job with the UK 
government as an assistant scientific 
officer.”
     While he worked at his new job, the 
situation at home grew worse, with Bi-
afra, and his Igbo tribe, breaking away 
from Nigeria. He was upset to learn 
that his employer’s foreign policy on 
Nigeria did not favour Biafra. 
     Rufus wanted to publish an article 
critical of the UK government’s stance, 
but realized he couldn’t do that and 
keep his job.
     “I decided I had to leave,” he said. 
“But I didn’t go home.”
     He briefly considered Germany, but 
didn’t want to learn a new language.       
     Thus, he chose Canada and applied 
for a student visa to study chemistry. 
Just in case, he took a study leave from 
his UK job, though he never returned.
He applied and was accepted to 
Bishop’s University in Lennoxville, 
Quebec. 
     “I chose it because, according to the 
profile I had, it was an Anglican univer-
sity and I had been Anglican all my life.” 

LIFE IN QUEBEC 
His first Sunday in Lennoxville, just 
a few hours after arriving, saw him 
seeking out an Anglican church. In-
stead, he found a United Church and 
enjoyed the service. 
     Afterwards, the pastor approached 
him, noted his fine tenor voice and 
asked him to join the choir.
     Some time later, the Anglican arch-
deacon sought him out, saying ‘we’ve 
heard you’re singing in the United 
Church choir. You were a layreader in 
Nigeria. Why not be a layreader here?’
     “So on Sundays I was at the United 
Church singing, and during midweek, 
I was at the service at St. George’s in 

Lennoxville.”
     Rufus and the archdeacon, Tim 
Matthews, formed a friendship, and as 
Rufus was about to graduate in 1972 
with a Bachelor of Science in chemis-
try, the archdeacon approached him.
     “He called me into his office and 
said, ‘are you going into ministry or 
not? I thought you’d make a good 
priest.’
     Rufus was shocked, admitted he’d 
never thought about it and promised 
to pray.
     Six weeks later, the archdeacon was 
elected Bishop of Quebec. And those 
promised prayers revealed a truth for 

Rufus he could not deny.
      “While praying, I came to real-
ize something important. I’d always 
worked in the scientific field. But I 
realized I felt more fulfilled working 
with people than with instruments.”
     He was accepted into the Montreal 
Diocesan Theological College, at-
tended diocesan synod, was appointed 
a student minister in Latuque the next 
summer, and went home to bury his 
father — all in all a busy year.
     It turns out Rufus loved his time 
at the college, especially the pastoral 
training. He graduated in 1974, was 
ordained a deacon, and sent to Baie-

rufus onyewuchi

TOP, L TO R:  Rufus and Geraldine; layreaders in Nigeria, with Rufus in the centre; Rufus when he 
served in the Magdalen Islands (1977).
MIDDLE, L TO R: Rufus in Latuque, Quebec, with the Rev. Marvin and Mrs. Allcock, 1972; Rufus’s 
mother, Virginia, in blue, with his sister, and on the left, his father’s other wife and their 
daughter;  Rufus in traditional dress at Bishop’s University in Lennoxville, Quebec; Rufus, 1965 
in London.
BOTTOM:  The chemistry department at the University of Nigeria, 1963. Rufus is in the second 
row, seventh from left.
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Comeau, where he became a Canadian 
citizen. He married a woman named 
Elizabeth, and stayed in Baie-Comeau 
three years.
     The marriage lasted 23 months, its 
end due largely to Elizabeth’s insis-
tence that Rufus leave ministry.
     When he went to his next appoint-
ment, in the Magdalen Islands, he 
went alone.
     “That added to my misery,” said 
Rufus.
     He found life difficult for many 
reasons, and on a Sunday morning at 
8 a.m., he walked up to the altar seeth-
ing with anger.

     “That scared the hell out of me,” he 
said, adding he knew it was time to 
leave.
     He tried contacting his bishop, by 
this time a new one, but he was at 
Lambeth. 
     “By the time he came back, I was 
gone,” he said. “He wrote me a very 
nasty letter.”
     The bishop apologized for it once 
he knew all that had taken place, but 
by then, Rufus had lost his way.
     “I went into spiritual exile,” he said. 
     He had to make a living, and the 
only job he could find was selling 
encyclopedias door-to-door in a terri-

tory that stretched from Montreal to 
Newfoundland.
     “In Newfoundland, I sold books to 
a lady who became my wife.”
     His manager wanted him to open a 
sales office in St. John’s, but new wife 
Amy wanted to leave Newfoundland.     
She got a job transfer to Moncton, and 
Rufus convinced his boss that the of-
fice should be there.  

LIFE IN MONCTON 
Once there, he promptly quit and took 
a job as a rehab counsellor at a shel-
tered workshop. This was 1985, and 
the couple was married at St. George’s 

in Moncton. For 18 months he sang in 
the choir, though he was not officially 
in the Diocese of Fredericton as a 
member of the clergy.
     They eventually moved on to St. 
Philip’s and on their first Sunday, they 
talked to the rector, Stuart Allan.
Four days later, Stuart came to their 
house to visit. 
     “I told him I was a priest in Que-
bec. He was shocked!”
     ‘Does the bishop know?’ was his 
question.
     Bishop Harold Nutter knew some-
thing of Rufus, because the priest who 
took Rufus’s place in the Magdalen 
Islands was his own son, Bruce.
     “The encounter with Stuart was 
very important,” said Rufus.
     It was the beginning of his new 
path as a priest in a new diocese. He 
was released from Quebec, and Bishop 
Nutter welcomed him as honorary as-
sistant to Stuart at Easter 1987.
     By December that year, he was the 
interim priest at St. James in Moncton. 
And by February 1988, he was their 
rector. 
     “We were there six years, til 1994,” 
he said. “We had a good time there. I 
enjoyed it. I learned a lot about what a 
priest should and shouldn’t do.”
     His next stop was Saint John, 
leading St. Paul in the Valley until 
2003. Then he moved to the Parish of 
Westmorland, from where he retired 
in 2005.
     He and Amy built a new house for 
his retirement, but by 2007, after 22 
years, the marriage was over.  

RETIREMENT IN MONCTON 
Shortly after retiring, Rufus found a 
new role as chaplain at the Moncton 
Hospital and its facilities. COVID-19 
has been hard on chaplains, since 
visiting was prohibited. 
     Now, with fewer restrictions, he is 
welcomed, but Rufus needs a phone 
call to let him know a patient wants a 
visit. He encourages anyone wanting 
him to visit to call him: 506-857-8826.
     He is also the honorary assistant in 
the Parish of Riverview.
     Rufus has an adopted son, Darnell, 
who lives in British Columbia. He also 
has a new wife, Geraldine, whom he 
met at a friend’s home in New York. 
They married in 2010.
     “Geraldine is from the same tribe as 
me. She is from Nigeria,” he said, add-
ing she works for TD Canada Trust. 
     From chemistry lab technician to 
priest, from priest to encyclopedia 
salesman, and from salesman back to 
priest, Rufus, at 81, has lived quite a 
varied life on three continents. 
     “I have enjoyed myself in ministry,” 
he said. “You meet a lot of people.” 

TOP, L TO R:  Rufus and Geraldine; layreaders in Nigeria, with Rufus in the centre; Rufus when he 
served in the Magdalen Islands (1977).
MIDDLE, L TO R: Rufus in Latuque, Quebec, with the Rev. Marvin and Mrs. Allcock, 1972; Rufus’s 
mother, Virginia, in blue, with his sister, and on the left, his father’s other wife and their 
daughter;  Rufus in traditional dress at Bishop’s University in Lennoxville, Quebec; Rufus, 1965 
in London.
BOTTOM:  The chemistry department at the University of Nigeria, 1963. Rufus is in the second 
row, seventh from left.
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Church’s bike rodeos are about ‘the long game’

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The Rev. Chris Hayes has long 
ago abandoned the notion that 
new people will simply show 
up at his church. Waiting for 
that to happen is time wasted.

Instead, he believes that in 
order to increase the Kingdom 
of God, you have to start by 
building relationships.

He and his Parish of Salis-
bury & Havelock have done 
that with pop-up hot chocolate 
stands, a well-used children’s 
playground on the Petitcodiac 
church’s front lawn, and wildly 
popular kids’ dances.

This summer he’s using bike 
rodeos to forge relationships.

“We realize there is a 
disconnect in the commu-
nity with our youth,” he said. 
“In some cases, neither their 
parents nor grandparents have 
gone to church. We under-
stand we are building relation-
ships from scratch.

“It’s not that people are non-
religious, but in order to feel 
comfortable with the bigger 
things, the relationship has to 
be there first. It’s in keeping 
with the long game.”

The two rodeos, in Salis-
bury May 28 and in Petitcodiac 
June 11, allowed Chris and the 
10 parishioners who joined 
him to meet their community, 
some of whom are new to the 
area. 

“It was a chance to recon-
nect with people we knew and 
meet some new people. The 
service was kindly offered with 
no strings attached.”

Using sidewalk chalk, vol-
unteers laid out five challenges 
on the parking lot of the Petit-
codiac arena, checked helmets 
and guided kids through the 
course.

Rebecca Stewart brought 
her children because of her 
connection to the church, but 
also because bike rodeos are 
not as common as they were 
for her generation.

“They don’t have these 
events anymore for kids,” she 
said. “I brought them for the 
experience.”

Twenty-five kids and their 
parents came out to the ro-
deos, and each one was treated 

Say Yes! To Kids  
campaign will help 
parish with even 
more youth  
initiatives

to a free barbecue and a rather 
impressive goodie bag:  a cou-
pon for a free drink at Aaron’s 
Coffee Shop; a $5 gift certifi-
cate from the Great Canadian 
Dollar Store, and a $20 gift 
certificate from Velo Bike Shop 
in Moncton. 

When Chris approached 
Steve, the owner of Velo Bike 
Shop, for a donation, the ques-
tion on Steve’s mind was ‘why 
is a church getting involved 
with bike rodeos?’

“I told him that we saw a 
need for kids’ activities beyond 
organized sports and that our 
church was trying to build 
better relationships with youth 
in our parish. I added that we 
care about the kids around us, 
that God loves them too, and 

therefore, so should we.”
Steve’s response was to 

donate 50 $20 gift certificates 
and a promise next year to 
send a staff member to the bike 
rodeos to offer free tune-ups.

“Seeds of faith get planted,” 
said Chris. 

SAY YES! TO KIDS 
The Parish of Salisbury & 
Havelock is the only parish in 
the diocese this year involved 
in the Anglican Foundation’s 
Say Yes! To Kids fundraising 
campaign.

The parish began with a 
goal of $2,500, which was 
quickly reached. They in-
creased their goal to $4,000, 
and as of July 12, were at 
$6,650. Each day he checked 

the stats, Chris said he was 
more and more amazed.

About $1,000 has come 
from the parish, and another 
$2,000 came from the Parish 
of Wicklow, Wilmot, Peel and 
Aberdeen. The remainder has 
come from individuals in the 
diocese and the community, 
some not connected to the 
parish but acquainted with its 
efforts to invest in children. 

“We’re still a little over-
whelmed,” said Chris. “I 
believe the donors have seen 
what we’re trying to do in the 
past and see us as intentional 
in building relationships with 
kids. God has moved them to 
give, and we’ll ensure the work 
is carried out.”

The structure of this year’s 

Say Yes! To Kids campaign will 
see 60 per cent of the monies 
go to the parish, with 20 per 
cent to the diocese for youth 
projects and 20 per cent to the 
Anglican Foundation. 

With fundraising wrap-
ping up, the parish will have 
a healthy balance of about 
$4,000 to run the dances, 
rodeos, games nights, outdoor 
fun nights and movie nights 
for the coming year, and per-
haps beyond.

“Ultimately, we want to 
show Jesus bringing joy in our 
lives,” he said. “We want to 
convey that to everyone else. 
We’re grateful for God’s grace 
and the people who continue 
to support us.”

1 - LINCOLN STEWART, 7, and his brother, Jackson, 11, 
behind him, navigate the course.
2 - Blanche Prince at the registration table.
3 - Joey Colpitts, two-and-a-half, was one of the 
youngest bike rodeo participants. She and her mom, 
Erin, live in the community.
4 - Reid Rogers, 4, enjoys the barbecue, which was part 
of the bike rodeo.
5 - Glendine Lutes and Ron Whitehead at the barbecue.
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A ‘God moment’ for Baby Edward and his family

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Edward Blackwood was born 
with a potentially fatal condi-
tion that affects one in 5,000 
babies. But nobody knew it 
until Edward was nine months 
old. Then chaos ensued.

Edward, the grandson of the 
Ven. Perry Cooper and his wife, 
Kallie, suddenly took ill late last 
year at his home in Grand Falls-
Windsor, NL. His mom, Vic-
toria, took him to the hospital, 
where an Xray showed he was 
severely constipated. An enema 
didn’t work, nor did laxatives. 
In fact, he got sicker.

A second Xray the follow-
ing day prompted a doctor to 
diagnose a perforated bowel, 
the treatment of which would 
take place at the Janeway Chil-
dren’s Hospital in St. John’s, but 
the weather was poor. 

“It was too stormy for the 
Medivac team to fly,” said 
Perry. “It’s a five-hour drive 
on a good day. They called in 
Search & Rescue with a Cor-
morant helicopter.”

At the Janeway, Edward 
was diagnosed, not with a 
perforated bowel, but with an 
imperforate anus, meaning 
it was disconnected from his 
lower intestine. 

“Basically, he was born with 
a non-working anus,” said 
Perry, noting that a fistula was 
all that allowed Edward’s fecal 
matter to pass.

Being breastfed, Edward 
didn’t show any real indication 
of a problem, and his condition 
was not visually noticeable, but 
as he began eating solid food, 
the issue came to light. The 
Blackwoods had thought little 
Edward was just a fussy baby. It 
turned out he had a life-threat-
ening condition.

The Parish of Chatham 
began earnest prayers for 
their rector’s grandson. In 
Newfoundland & Labrador, 
the people of the Parish of 
Windsor-Bishop’s Falls, where 
Edward’s dad, Jeffrey, is rector, 
began their prayers as well. 

In the operating room, a 
surgeon performed a tem-
porary colostomy, removing 
1.5 litres of fecal matter from 
Edward’s body.

Since December, Edward 
has been doing well despite the 
colostomy. But his condition 
worsened around Easter.

Victoria and baby Ed-
ward were in New Brunswick 
visiting her parents, Perry 
and Kallie. Several times, the 
stoma prolapsed, meaning a 
part of the intestine poked out 
through the colostomy hole. 
Sometimes, Victoria could get 
it back in, and once they had 
to go to the ER for help during 
their visit.

During their stay, Edward 
developed an ear infection 
which necessitated delaying 
their return flight by two days. 
This little fact, though seem-
ingly trivial, would play quite a 
role in what was to come.

“On the night before they 
were flying home, it prolapsed 
again,” said Perry. “We went to 
the ER.”

The doctor said nothing 
could be done in Miramichi. 
He directed them to drive to 
the IWK or go to the Janeway 
when they got home.

Edward had a restless night, 
but the next morning, the 
family drove to Moncton for 
the flight. Perry recalled how 
nervous Victoria was about 
getting on the plane. What if 
something happened in-flight?

“She said, ‘Dad, what should 

we do?’” said Perry.
Perry told her it would take 

the same time driving to the 
IWK as it would landing in 
St. John’s, so mom and baby 
boarded.

“We were saying prayers. 
Even as we left the airport, we 
could hear the baby crying as 
they went though security,” 
said Perry.

The flight had a stop in 
Deer Lake — a 20-minute wait 
on the tarmac —  then a final 
flight to St. John’s. 

While waiting in Deer Lake, 
Victoria soothed Edward as 
she watched new passengers 
embark. 

“She looked up and here’s 
the baby’s surgeon walking 
towards them,” said Perry. 
“Victoria said it was like look-
ing at an angel.

“She said her number one 
choice to see coming down 
that aisle was Jesus. Her second 
choice was the baby’s doctor.”

He greeted them, asking 
how they were and noting he 
would be seeing Edward the 
next day. Victoria was able to 
tell him about the prolapses.

By the time they landed, 
Jeffrey witnessed quite a sight: 
his wife and his son walking 
into the arrivals hall, with the 
baby’s doctor carrying Victo-
ria’s carry-on luggage!

They found a quiet area in 
the airport where the surgeon 
was able to examine Edward. 
He gave them instructions to 
go straight to the Janeway, tell 
them he’d examined the baby, 
wanted him admitted, and 
wanted to do a dye test the 
next day.

Edward was given a sedative 
upon arrival, which caused the 
prolapse to almost immedi-
ately right itself. He spent three 
days in the hospital. 

In mid-May, Edward re-
turned for a six-hour surgery, 
where doctors worked to fash-
ion him a working anus. 

As he heals, they are plan-
ning a surgery for June or July 
to reverse the colostomy and 
connect his digestive tract. In 
the meantime, Victoria and 

Jeffrey have had to learn how 
to twice-a-day dilate the new 
anus so it doesn’t grow closed. 
If all goes well, the surgery will 
take place and Edward will 
have a full recovery.

“The success rate is 80 per 
cent,” said Perry, adding doc-
tors at the Janeway see this 
condition about once a year. 

“It’s been very, very con-
suming, emotionally more 
than anything,” said Perry. 
“We’re looking forward to it 
all being over. He’s only 15 
months old, but he doesn’t 
like nurses, doctors, hospitals 
because they’re all associated 
with pain.”

Perry and Kallie will visit 
before the coming surgery.

“Having that doctor on the 
plane was a divine appoint-
ment,” said Perry. “We all be-
lieve that God, in his sovereign 
wisdom, put Victoria on the 
right airline, with the right 
stopover on the right day. 

“And the surgeon is such 
a compassionate man. When 
Victoria saw him on the plane, 
she said immediately she felt a 
magnificent weight lifted.”

Baby Edward has a lot of 
what Perry calls battle scars, and 
he’ll get more before his ordeal 
is over, but Perry is thankful for 
God’s hand on his grandson, 
for what he describes as the best 
of care at the Janeway, and the 
good fortune of Edward’s par-
ents being able to stay at Ronald 
McDonald House. 

“I can’t wait until he’s older 
so I can sit down with him and 
tell him all about it,” said Perry. 

UPDATE FROM PERRY:   
Edward had his third sur-
gery on June 29 to have his 
colostomy reversed, and his 
digestive system is working as 
it should. He is healthy, hap-
py and very active. We are very 
thankful.

The Ven. Perry Cooper 
shares the story of his 
grandson’s illness and 
God’s intervention

THE VEN. PERRY COOPER and his wife, Kallie, hold their grandson, Edward. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Rogation Sunday at Kings Landing
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The Rogationtide service 
at Kings Landing historical 
settlement was held June 26 
and led by its vicar, the Rev. 
Canon Walter Williams. 

“Rogation services go back 
many, many years in the prayer 
book,” said Walter. “They’re 
normally done in the spring — 
a time to bless the seeds, the 
ground, and those working the 
ground. It dates back to an old 
English tradition.”

Kings Landing has held a 
rogation service for 46 of its 47 
years, with the first ones led by 
its then-vicar, Ted Eaton and 
Bishop Harold Nutter.

The timing of this year’s 
service was later, due to Kings 
Landing opening in mid-June. 
It’s normally held the fifth 
Sunday after Easter. 

Kings Landing’s CEO, Mary 
Baruth, was on hand, in cos-
tume, to welcome everyone — 
staff and a few visitors — who 
had gathered under the shade 
of an apple tree at Hagerman 
House on a very hot day. 

“Thank you everyone, for 
joining us,” she said. “It’s an 
important part of our festivi-
ties when we celebrate all that 
gives us nourishment.”

Then the entourage, with 
the vicar leading, sang, read 
scripture and prayed, all while 
walking the road to the Joslin 
Farm, and making several 
stops along the way.

At the plough: “For it is 
written in the Law of Moses: 
‘You shall not muzzle an oxen 
when it is treading out the 
grain.’ … It was written for our 
sake, because the ploughman 
should plough in hope and the 
thresher thresh in hope of a 
share in the crop.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 9a, 10b)

At the pasture:  “And God 
said, ‘Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures according to 
their kinds: cattle and creeping 
things, and beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds.’… 
And God saw that it was 
good.” (Genesis 1:24-25)

At the spring:  “Jesus said, 
‘Everyone who drinks of this 
water will thirst again, but 
whoever drinks of that water 
that I shall give him will never 
thirst; the water that I shall 
give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.’ The woman said 

to him, ‘Sir, give me this water 
that I may not thirst, nor come 
here to draw.’” (John 7:13-14)

At the farmyard:  ‘My 
people shall dwell in a peace-
able habitation, and in sure 
dwellings, and in quiet resting 
places.” (Isaiah 32:18)

The travelling Rogationtide 
service culminated at the Joslin 
farm dining room, where 
Mrs. Joslin served chocolate 
oatmeal cake and shortbreads, 
both with fresh whipped 
cream.

Mike Bravener, playing the 

role of Mike Munn at Kings 
Landing, was the guitarist 
for the service, leading such 
hymns as Rejoice! The Lord 
is King!, O God Our Help in 
Ages Past, All Things Bright 
and Beautiful, and This is my 
Father’s World. 

Of note, in attendance was 
Jeff Chamberlain, playing the 
role of Sheriff Walter Bates, 
who was instrumental in 
building the church in the Par-
ish of Kingston.

Vicar Walter noted that in 
the Parish of Richmond, the 
church still holds a rogation 
service quite similar to that of 
Kings Landing, choosing one 
farm in the parish and walking 
its acreage while singing, pray-
ing and asking God’s blessing 
on the various elements of the 
farm. 

“I think it was a lovely day,” 
said Mary at the end of the 
service. “It was the perfect way 
of celebrating God’s bounty.”

“This service was different 
because we didn’t start and end 
at the chapel, but spent all our 
time at a farm,” said Walter. “It 
was a nice change. Standing there 
by the water barrel, with the St. 
John River in the background — 
there’s no better place.”

He noted that in his second 
year at Kings Landing, staff 
are responding well to his role 
as their vicar. The village is 
open Wednesdays to Sundays, 
meaning no one gets Sundays 
off during the season. The 
weekly service at St. Mark’s 
Chapel of Ease, onsite, is draw-
ing lots of staff, he said. 

Walter’s wife, Lorna, has 
settled in nicely to her role, not 
only with quilting, but in of-
fering educational sessions for 
staff, the most recent of which 
was the value of buckwheat in 
agriculture. 

“I think they like Lorna bet-
ter than me!” he said.

Of note, Patricia Graham, a 
member of the Parish of Can-
terbury, Benton & Kirkland, 
was made an official layreader 
of St. Mark’s Chapel of Ease 
on June 12. She is in her 43rd 
season at Kings Landing, still 
loves being surrounded by the 
living history of the village, 
and has no plans to retire.

“I hope not for quite a few 
years,” she said, adding she 
drives about 25 miles one way 
to work each day. 

Services are held at St. 
Mark’s Chapel of Ease each 
Sunday until Thanksgiving, 
starting at 2 p.m. Admission 
is free to attend the service. 
Kings Landing is on Route 102 
at Prince William, N.B. From 
the Trans-Canada Highway, 
take exit 153. 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  The Rev. Canon Walter Williams, right, also known as the vicar of Kings 
Landing, leads in the blessing of the plough during the Rogationtide service June 26. At the centre, 
in pink, is Kings Landing CEO Mary Baruth; staff members wait with horse and lamb for a blessing 
from the vicar; Walter leads the procession around the Joslin Farm; refreshments inside the Joslin 
farmhouse; earlier this year, Patricia Graham, in her 43rd year at Kings Landing, was made the 
official layreader of St. Mark’s Chapel of Ease at Kings Landing. She is a member of the Parish of 
Canterbury, Benton & Kirkland.
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NADA GUIMOND (ACW 
president) and Betty 
Williston (ACW treasurer), 
representing the Parish 
ACW, made a generous 
contribution towards the 
church roof project in the 
Parish of Riverview in June.

ON JUNE 10, THE STONE CHURCH Coffee House provided 
a wonderful night of music with an impressive array 
of talent: Marie-Hélène Morell, Michael Smith, Ellen 
and James Kelley, Katie Bestvater, Danny Marmen, 
Terence Chandra (seen in photo), and Delbert. All 
proceeds went to the Stone Church Conservation efforts 
in uptown Saint John. Thanks to all who came, all who 
helped out, and all who played and sang!

Busy parishes!

MEMBERS OF THE PARISH of Salisbury and 
Havelock enjoy a moment outside after a parish 
service at All Saints’ Church, Elgin, June 12. In 
the foreground, centre: Bob Hopper and Barb 
Geldart in conversation.  Chris Hayes photo

SUBMITTED PHOTO

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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150 years celebrated at Church of the Ascension, Apohaqui

The Apohaqui ACW, although 
small in numbers, continues to 
make large plans for special 
events. 
     Along with assistance from 
our priest in-charge, the Rev. 
Dr. Chris McMullen, the ACW 
hosted a special event May 
15, which celebrated the 150th 
anniversary of the Church of 
the Ascension, Apohaqui. The 
church was consecrated on 
May 14, 1872.

Archbishop David Edwards 
celebrated the Thanksgiving 
service, assisted by Chris and 
the Rev. Daniel McMullen, 
missional priest. 

Trinity Anglican Church 
choir, Sussex, along with Mat-
thew Chamberlain, organist 
and choir director, led us in 
uplifting hymns, one of which 
was Onward Christian Soldiers. 
This hymn was sung 150 years 
ago as 15 clergy marched into 
the church on consecration 
day.

Guest speaker the Rev. 
Canon Leo Martin, a former 
parish rector from 1998-2005, 
delivered a few historical facts 
and spoke fondly of many who 
have recently passed away, 
those who he and Apohaqui 
ACW members have worked 
with over the years.

Immediately following the 
church service, folks gath-
ered in front of the church 
for the unveiling of a newly 
installed historical plaque. 

The plaque was created, 
designed and installed by Wil-
liam Jones (Bill), son of Gor-
don Jones. Each generation of 
the Jones family has been very 
dedicated as church workers, 
holding various offices.

All guests were invited 
to Medley Hall for a time of 
fellowship, with refreshments 
served by the ACW.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  Serving treats to guests were Jeannie Proctor, 
Barb Brown, Barb Tabor, Phyllis Price and Beverley Floyd; the plaque 
unveiled at the event; Trinity’s choir and  choir director (Parish of 
Sussex), provided special music; Unveiling the plaque: the Rev. Canon 
Leo Martin, Archbishop David Edwards, Bill Jones, the Rev. Dr. Chris 
McMullen and the Rev. Dan McMullen.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Choir School shines with one-day workshop
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

It was not the usual week-long 
event, but a one-day work-
shop hit the mark for 45 youth 
and adults at Diocesan Choir 
School. They learned music 
and rehearsed all day in prepa-
ration for a Choral Evensong 
presented at Trinity Church in 
Saint John July 16.

“This is a way of easing back 
into singing,” said the school’s 
administrative director, the 
Rev. Paul Rideout. “People are 
comfortable coming to a one-
day workshop.”

While Paul accepted the 
volunteer role a few years ago, 
this is his first time as leader of 
the in-person version of Dioc-
esan Choir School — despite 
planning and hoping for a 
gathering last year.

“Out team was resolute,” 
said Paul. “We couldn’t go an-
other year without a meeting.”

Losing momentum, par-
ticularly among their young 
members, was a concern, he 
said.

“This is a very different year 
for us,” said registrar and nurse 
Sherry MacPhee. “There is 
perhaps some hesitancy.”

But overall, she and Paul 
were happy with the turnout.

Lily Cyr Ouellette, 15, and 
Julia Nixon, 16, couldn’t wait 
to return, because this year 
meant a step up from mere 
chorister to counsellor-in-
training. 

But with fewer kids to men-
tor over a very short period 
of time, “it’s more like taking 
care of kids at a vacation bible 
school,” said Julia. 

Both received 5-year medal-
lions for their ongoing par-
ticipation in Diocesan Choir 
School and both are dedicated 
to the event.

“It was never a question [of 
would I go],” said Julia. “I’ve 
always loved it. You can’t just 
give up at four years and not 
go. Having music built-in helps 
the structure. It’s different from 
other summer camps.”

“All the people here are so 
nice,” said Lily. “It’s a thing you 
do now.”

Lily booked time off from 
her summer job to attend and 
plans to continue.

Dorothy Holder, 81, finally 
fulfilled a wish she’s had for 
decades. This year was her first 
time at Choir School.

“I’ve always wanted to 

come,” she said. “I wanted to 
come years and years ago.”

She sang in the choir as a 
child at St. Andrew’s in Mi-
ramichi and still sings in the 
choir — at the Parish of Port-
land. Many times she planned 
to sign up, but something al-
ways got in the way. This year, 
her granddaughter, Katherine, 
encouraged her grandmother 
to join her.

“I’ve really enjoyed it!” she 
said. 

The friendships and the 
music keep many people com-
ing back year after year.

“I cannot stress enough 
what choral singing does,” 
said Paul. “To be able to sing 
together, it brings out the best.”

As Paul welcomed everyone 

to the service, he noted the 
value of choral singing, as a di-
ocesan ministry, as a relation-
ship builder and as a memory 
maker. 

2022 Diocesan Choir School
Music directors: Spencer Be-
lyea, Gibson MacMillan
Keyboards: Gibson MacMil-
lan, Nhat-Viet “Toto” Phi, 
Kevin Langford, Michael Mol-
loy, John Higgins
Soloists: Mary Louise Belyea, 
Kevin Langford
Flutist: Angela Mosher
Choristers: Carol Brander, 
Judith Briggs, Michael Briggs, 
Mary Alice Brown, Lily Cyr 
Ouellette, Donna Dobbin, Joc-
elyn Donnelly, Heather Don-
nelly, Nita Driscoll, Marilyn 

Duplacey, David Goss, Kath-
erine Holder, Dorothy Holder, 
Andrew Horne, Heather 
Hynds, Emily Johnston, Joyce 
Jowett, Jill Lloyd, Sol Hubert 
Lloyd, Rose Hubert Lloyd, 
Sheila London, Dalton Lon-
don, Paul Mills, Lynn Moore, 
Julia Nixon, Chinenye Nwafor, 
Nmesoma Nwafor, Angie Phi, 
Nancy Scott, Monica Watson, 
Linda Webb, Charles Willett
Planning Team: Paul Ride-
out, James Snelgrove, Shery 
MacPhee, Linda Pitman, Mary 
Louise Belyea, Darrell James, 
Lynn Mills, Spencer Belyea, 
Christine Hayes, Robert Taylor
Counselling Staff: Mary 
Louise Belyea, Julia Nixon, Lily 
Cyr Ouelette

Funding for this year’s 

Diocesan Choir School came 
from the Anglican Diocese 
of Fredericton, the Fulford 
Trust of the Anglican Founda-
tion, the diocesan and vari-
ous branches of the ACW, St. 
Paul’s Endowment Fund,  the 
Segelberg Foundation, St. 
Anne’s ACW, and parishes and 
churches represented by the 
choristers and staff.

For more information:  
www.anglicanchoirschool.com 
or search ‘choir school 2022’ 
on Facebook.

Diocesan Choir School is 
trying to update its archives. 
If you attended in past years, 
send your name to Lynn Mills:  
plplabel@xplornet.ca Photos 
and memorabilia are also 
welcome.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Spencer Belyea leads the choristers 
during rehearsal on July 16; Lily Cyr Ouellette and Julia Nixon 
moved up to counsellors-in-training this year;  The Rev. Paul 
Rideout, administrative director of Diocesan Choir School; 
Katherine and her grandmother, Dorothy Holder. This year 
was Dorothy’s first at Choir School, despite years of wanting to 
attend; the men rehearse their parts.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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A tea fit for a Queen
A delightful afternoon of high 
tea was enjoyed by the clients 
of Sunset Village in Moncton, 
sponsored by the outreach 
committee of St. Philips Angli-
can Church. It was held June 
21 to celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee of our gracious queen, 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

Each table was adorned 
with the jubilee colours of 
purple and platinum — table-
cloths, table runners and nap-
kins. The flower centrepieces, 
decorating each table, were 
attractively set in various 
teapots, each placed on a large 
gold doily and flanked in the 
British and Canadian colours 
of red, white and blue with an 
added splash of purple flowers. 
A Union Jack and the Cana-
dian flag were tucked inside 
each bouquet.

The dining room hall was 
decorated with the familiar 
and traditional British bunting 
(banners) in the colours of the 
Union Jack.

Many of the clients dressed 
in their finery for the occasion 
including hats, gloves and jew-
elry. Everybody was piped into 
the dining hall by a recording 
of the Pipes and Drums of the 
1st Battalion, The Queens Own 
Highlanders (Seaforth and 
Cameron). 

After everyone’s arrival, 
they joyfully sang God Save 
the Queen, followed with the 
raising of their Primm’s Cup 
(cocktail glass) in a toast to 
our long reigning and gracious 
queen.

The meal was served by 
the residential staff, assisted 

by members from the church, 
Judy Briggs, Faith Reid and 
Warrenne Agnew, all three of 
them in appropriate dressy hats.

Each individual plate was 
attractively arranged with a 
variety of mini sandwiches, a 
scone, devil egg, quiche, straw-
berry and sweets. Another 
highlight was being served tea 

in real china cups and saucers. 
There was a personal re-

quest for an additional toast, 
to a British client who was 
ecstatic and looking forward to 
attending this tea but was un-
able to attend due to hospital-
ization for a broken hip.

After the meal, many clients 
lingered behind to enjoy the 

hospitality, fellowship and 
décor that the festive activity 
provided. All the décor was 
left for the clients to enjoy the 
following week.  

Many, many thanks and 
paper hugs are extended to 
the manager, staff and cook at 
Sunset Village for welcoming 
and allowing us to share this 

Parish of St Philip’s

JUNE 21 WAS A SPECIAL 
day at Sunset Village in 
Moncton as the outreach 
committee of St. Phillip’s 
Anglican Church organized 
a Platinum Jubilee tea 
to celebrate our Queen 
Elizabeth II.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION:  seniors

The Parish of St. Andrews 
celebrated the Queen’s Plati-
num Jubilee on June 5 with a 
service at All Saints Church. 
It was part of a town-wide, all 
weekend celebration organized 
by a volunteer committee of 
which the Ven. John Matheson 
was a member. 

They put together a com-
munity choir under the direc-

Parish of  
St. Andrews

tion of organist Greg Noyes. 
The service was live-streamed 
by CHCO-TV, “New Bruns-
wick’s only independent televi-
sion station.”

The parish hosted a lun-
cheon on the lawn of the par-
ish hall following the service. 

Everyone, whether they 
had attended the service or 
not, was welcome to enjoy 
fish chowder, cucumber and 
asparagus sandwiches, bread 
pudding and red, white and 

blue iced cupcakes (and the 
mandatory barbecued hot-
dogs). 

Happily, those who had at-
tended the five other churches 
in town and those who had not 
been to church at all attended 
and we fed well over 100 
people. 

The lunch was sponsored by 
DrewHaven, a new event desti-
nation in Saint Andrews. 

Retired restaurant owner 
Helen Ann Smith was the chef, 

assisted by one of the trainees 
from our recent pilot project. 

A group of parishioners as-
sisted Helen Ann with serving, 
decorated for the occasion and 
of course did the cleanup. 

The Town provide picnic 
tables and Kingsbrae Garden 
lent some shelters, so it was a 
real community event. 

The forecast called for rain 
showers, but at about 11 a.m., 
the sun came out. 

time with their clients. It truly 
was a tea fit for a queen. 

Every Tuesday afternoon, 
Warrenne teaches a craft to 
the clients who are able and 
interested to join in the fun, 
another outreach from St. 
Philips. With thanks and God’s 
blessings to all!
Submitted by Mike Briggs.
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Christ Church 
Cathedral - Mothers’ 
Union

On Saturday, June 4, the Ca-
thedral Branch of the Mothers’ 
Union (with the support of the 
ACW and other Fredericton 
MU branches) hosted “The 
Queen’s Jubilee Tea” to com-
memorate the 70th year since 
Her Majesty’s accession to the 
throne. 

The Cathedral looked 
beautiful with the red, white 
and blue bunting combined 
with the Pentecost decora-
tions. Approximately 60 people 
attended and greatly enjoyed 
the abundant sandwiches and 
sweets. 

We listened to British music 
and sang God Save the Queen 
while sipping tea, sampling the 
Jubilee cake, and enjoying the 
fellowship of those in atten-

dance. 
It was a wonderful celebra-

tion held in conjunction with 

similar events being hosted 
by MU branches around the 
globe. Many thanks for the 

financial donations, to those 
who provided the fancy 
sandwiches and sweets, and to 

those who volunteered their 
time to make tea, decorate and 
serve at this event.

LEFT:  DIANNA RAYWORTH and Carol Gregory, seated, enjoy 
the fellowship and food during the MU jubilee tea at Christ 
Church Cathedral June 4. 
ABOVE:  Kathleen Snow, a long-time Cathedral MU member, 
cuts the Union Jack cake.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

A tea fit for a Queen
St. John the Baptist Anglican 
Church in Riverview hosted a 
special Queen’s Jubilee Service 
on June 12. 

This was an opportunity 
to thank God for Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II and also 
to use this landmark event to 
invite people to church. 

Parishioners were very ex-
cited to wear all kinds of Eng-
lish headgear which included 
top hats, bowler hats, fascina-
tors and even fedoras! 

We also had the NB Car 
Club park two classic cars 
in the front parking lot and 
this was a hit for pictures. 
The church and hall were 
decorated with many beautiful 
memorabilia and souvenirs of 
the Queen.

We prayed that God would 
use the Jubilee as a tool for 
evangelism. We had five people 
come to the church for the first 
time and one man has been fre-
quenting our Sunday services 
since then. We also had the 
Mayor of Riverview attend. 

The Jubilee service was just 
the right catalyst we needed 

Parish of  
Riverview

ABOVE:  THE REV. JULIAN PILLAY, son Christopher and wife Michelle pose during 
the Platinum Jubilee held in the parish of Riverview. 
TOP RIGHT:  Tammy Ward with Paddington Bear.

to connect and reconnect with 
each other since COVID. Our 

team did a great job all round. 
Submitted by Parish of 

Riverview rector the Rev. Julian 
Pillay.
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DELICIOUS RHUBARB SQUARES were prepared 
and delivered to approximately 40 people 
in the surrounding community as part of 
a spring outreach program at All Saints 
Anglican church. Pictured are Ashley Watson 
with her mom, Pam Hyson. 

IN KEEPING THE ROGATION DAYS, Travel to 
You Petting Zoo visited St. George’s Anglican 
Church in Moncton May 26 for a children’s 
time of bible story and crafts. The Rev. Canon 
Chris VanBuskirk led the event, and many 
visitors stayed for supper. Meghan Reid leads 
Travel to You Petting Zoo (https://www.
facebook.com/traveltoyouzoo).

MEMBERS OF CHRIST CHURCH 
(Parish) Church held a Walk for 
Refugees June 4th at Kilarney 
Lake. This year the walk was 
followed by a barbecue. We had 
great fun and were so happy that 
Archbishop David was able to join 
us. We raised $2,515 for PWRDF. 
Submitted by Maureen Firth and 
Maisie Hoben, PWRDF reps.

 PHOTO BY LOIS POORE
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MISSION IN MOTION:  community

Parish missions
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Whether it was Hallmark or 
some other entity that in-
vented Clergy Appreciation 
Month, it’s still a great idea 
each October. Who doesn’t 
like to be appreciated?

There is good reason to 
appreciate our clergy. Let’s not 
forget that they are gifts from 
God to the church (Ephesians 
4:11 The gifts he gave were that 
some would be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers…).  
     Their career is not merely 
a job, it is a calling from God 
that permeates every part of 
their lives. 

As such, that “career” can 
— and does — take over. That 
makes appreciation all the 
more vital to their wellbeing. 

How can we show apprecia-
tion? Here are some sugges-
tions from Cheryl Ann Beals 
and baptist-atlantic.ca:

• Ask your pastor – Did you 
get your Sabbath/days off this 
week?

• Encourage your pastor to 
take care of physical health by 
exercising and going for walks.

• Expect and encourage the 
pastor to take his/her full al-
lotment of vacation time each 
year and to not return from 
vacation to perform funerals, 
etc. whenever possible. Help 
the pastor arrange for pastoral 
care coverage while he/she is 
on vacation.

• Encourage your pastor in 
their self-care and soul-care. 

• Avoid scheduling church 
meetings or activities requir-
ing the pastor’s presence more 
than two nights a week.

• Your pastor is a spiritual 
leader and needs time to be 
with God.

• Remember important 
milestones and dates in the life 
of your pastor and family.

• Remember that the way 
we treat our spiritual leaders 

reflects on our love and obedi-
ence to God.

• Celebrate Pastor Apprecia-
tion Month – Pick a Sunday 
in October and thank them 
publicly! 
• • • 

A few months ago, in prepa-
ration for Clergy Appreciation 
Month, clergy were invited 
to send in their examples of 
parishes and people who epito-
mize the art of appreciation. 
Here are the responses.

From the Rev.  
Chris Hayes:
When we were in the Parish of 
Richmond and announced our 
upcoming move to Quispamsis 
in October of 2009, it meant 
that we would be moving im-
mediately after Christmas.     
      Therefore, hanging up out-
side decorations and excessive 
indoor decorating was not an 
option that year, something 
we (especially our four young 
kids) were really saddened 
about.

Hearing of this, a young 
couple in the parish gave us 
a wonderful gift in that they 
gathered some decorations, 
came down to the rectory, and 
decorated it to the hilt!

They told us that we were to 
enjoy them, and then simply 
leave them when we moved, 
and they would take them 
down later. 

Matt and Hilary Stockford, 
we have never forgotten that 
wonderful blessing you gave to 
us, and you can be sure you are 
very well remembered every 
year!

From the Rev.  
Chris Ketch:
In the Parish of Kent I cannot 
express how supported and 
encouraged I consistently feel. 

I was told that there would 
be a “honeymoon phase” when 

Hebrews 13:17
Have confidence in your leaders and submit to 
their authority, because they keep watch over you 
as those who must give an account. Do this so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that 
would be of no benefit to you.

I arrived, as the parish would 
just be happy to have a new 
minister. Eight years in and I 
still feel that support and en-
couragement and I know that I 
am prayed for regularly. 

The way this manifests the 
most is the way in which I am 
permitted to just try new things 
in parish and community min-
istry; and I am typically given 
the time and resources to do so. 

I have also been blessed by 
parishioners who also suggest 
some new ministry initiatives 
themselves, particularly in ar-
eas of hospitality and outreach.  

I also felt very supported 
when my sabbatical leave for 
the fall was approved without 
hesitation. Even when there 
have been issues raised with 
my leadership or ministry fo-
cus, which have been very few 
times, it has always come with 
gentleness, a desire to under-
stand, and a commitment to 
finding a way forward.

From the Parish of 
Woodstock:
The wardens Nancy English 
and John Wetmore, on behalf 
of St. Luke’s congregation, sur-
prised the Rev. Shirley Nose-
worthy with a vote of thanks 
by John Wetmore and a card 
and a bouquet of flowers pre-
sented by Nancy English, on 
April 10, expressing gratitude 
for her ministry.  

Our rector was deeply 
touched by the kind gesture 
from her church family and 
extends a heartfelt thank you 
to all.  

Romans 12:10 - “Love one 
another with mutual affection; 
outdo one another in showing 
honour.”

From the Rev. Canon 
Leo Martin:
In 2016, as the Parish of Fundy 
and the Lakes was preparing 
for Lent, I offered a different 
challenge for the upcoming 
penitential season. I suggested 
that instead of giving up some-
thing for Lent, the parishioners 
should consider taking some-

thing up.  My thoughts at the 
time were perhaps an increase 
in personal prayers, donations 
to the food bank, doing some-
thing for someone else —, that 
sort of thing.

One of the parishioners 
took the challenge very seri-
ously and organized what I 
can only call a campaign of 
appreciation. With the help of 
a few other parishioners, they 
recruited members of the con-
gregation (young and old) to 
send notes of appreciation to 
me on a daily basis from Ash 
Wednesday to Easter.  

Each note contained a 
scriptural passage and some 
handwritten words of ap-
preciation. Some of the notes 
arrived with gifts including gift 
cards at various coffee shops, 
movie theatre tickets and on 
one Sunday, I was presented 
with different food items.  

On Easter morning, the 
organizer sent me a long email 
explaining why the congrega-
tion had done this. In a long 
letter, she wrote: “On the Sun-
day before Ash Wednesday, the 
sermon that day touched many 
in our church family...  In par-
ticular, I was totally struck by 
the thought that for Lent you 
do not necessarily have to give 
something up, you pointed 
out/challenged us that we can 
take something on.  

“As I sat in the pew, I asked 
God to show me what to take 
on.  As the day passed, I felt 
God leading me to take on/
organize/follow through with 
acts of encouragement. 

“[My son] noticed my 
distraction on Ash Wednesday 
morning, so I told him what I 
was praying about. His face lit 
up like a Christmas tree and he 
said he wanted to be the first 
one to send you a note...”

Needless to say, I have kept 
all the notes and pasted them 
in a booklet which I cherish. 
From time to time, I look at 
the notes and relive the senti-
ments expressed by the many 
parishioners, some of whom 
have now passed away. I am 

forever touched by this.

From the Rev.  
Andrew Horne:
Kindness abounds. There’s the 
time I was visiting a couple in 
their home. After 20 minutes, 
the husband excuses himself.

“I have to go outside,” he 
says. 

A moment later, he shouts 
from the doorway, “Hey, are 
these your keys on the table?”

“Yes,” I shout back, and 
resume my conversation. 

Half an hour later, he comes 
back into the living room. His 
shirt is wet.  

“What’s up?” I ask. 
“Nothing,” he says, but he’s 

got a mad grin on his face. 
When I go outside to 

drive home, I find that he has 
washed my car. 

I have been taught how to 
tap maple trees, how to fill out 
the Clergy Housing Allowance 
form for Canada Revenue, how 
to do a drop-D tuning on my 
guitar, and how to properly 
wash my car.  (See above.)  

My parishioners give me 
mustard pickles and maple 
syrup. I get potatoes in the 
spring, carrots and turnips and 
corn-on-the-cob when they 
are ready, and frozen bricks of 
moose meat in the fall.    

And I have generous col-
leagues. The Rev. John Gal-
braith lets me stay, year-round, 
rent-free, in a small apartment 
at Camp Medley. A bed and a 
bathroom. Very Spartan. No 
distractions. 

Because I live an hour-and-
a-half from my parish, and 
Camp Medley is right in the 
middle of it, I stay overnight 
there twice a week. 

John has saved me hun-
dreds of hours in driving, and 
a thousand dollars in gas. 

If he’s around, I join him for 
breakfast the next morning. 
Otherwise, he leaves me alone. 
He’s a great guy. Kindness 
abounds. 

ASCEND PHOTO

More on Clergy Appreciation 
Month in the October edition
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The secret lives of clergy couples

BY TERENCE CHANDRA

This Tuesday evening I’m 
scheduled to be online 
for 7:30, hosting a Bible 

Study for a small group of 
newcomers learning English as 
a second language.  

Meanwhile, Jasmine needs 
to be at the church to chair a 
committee meeting at roughly 
the same time. Which leaves 
us, of course, with a couple of 
minor challenges: Who will 
drive Sam to soccer practice 
and who will put Naomi to 
bed?  

With any luck, we can get a 
babysitter to watch our four-
year-old daughter. With even 
more luck, we can convince 
one of the other parents on the 
soccer team to swing by our 
house on the way to practice 
and pick up our son. 

All of this, however, will 
only happen after a great deal 
of hustling — a stressful pro-
cess that leaves both of us tired 
and frustrated. 

Needless to say, as a hus-
band and wife couple working 
together in the same church, 
our lives involve a great deal 
of sharing. First, there’s the 
sharing that comes with simply 
being married — sharing 
childcare, a home, a bed, a 
vehicle and (in a pinch) even 
the same toothbrush.  

Being in ministry, however, 
takes this interdependence to 
a new level. In addition to ev-
erything mentioned above, Jas-
mine and I also share a church, 
an income, an office, a pulpit 
and (up until very recently) 
even the same cell phone.  

“Ya’ll are crazy,” the wife of a 
Texan clergy couple remarked 
after I informed her of this. 
Their way of negotiating their 
mutual calling was somewhat 
different: Both husband and 
wife — although working 
under the same Bishop in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas — 
served in two different par-
ishes, receiving two full-time 
stipends each. 

For that reason, they were 
able to afford two separate 
vehicles which (for all I know) 
they were able to park in two, 

The hardest times 
are when we have 
to be in three 
places at once

separate his-and-her garages. 
(Everything’s bigger in Texas, 
after all). 

So what’s the best way for 
clergy couples to do min-
istry? Should they minister 
in different churches or the 
same church?  And if they do 
minister in the same church, 
how do they divide the work? 
Along traditional gender roles? 
On the basis of strengths and 
competencies?  

What about titles? What 
about pay? What if they serve 
in two different denomina-
tions?  What if, God forbid, 
they were to divorce?  

These are questions that 
many clergy couples (and, I’m 
sure, their bishops) struggle 
with. What’s interesting, 
though, is this: We struggle 
with these questions as if 
couples in ministry were a new 
thing, a recent phenomenon 
that has only come about since 
the advent of women’s ordina-
tion. 

However, a deeper look at 
the New Testament church 
suggests that husband and wife 
leadership teams can be traced 
to a very early date indeed. 

Take, for example, Prisca 
(Priscilla) and Aquila, a minis-
try couple whom we first meet 
in the Book of Acts and whom 
the Apostle Paul references 
in at least two of his epistles.  

A refugee couple forced to 
flee Rome during a wave of 
anti-Semitic persecution, this 
Jewish-Christian couple even-
tually settled in the Greek City 
of Corinth (Acts 18:2-4).  

Here, they succeeded in 
launching a thriving family 
business, crafting tents which 
they sold to a growing list of 
clientele. In short, both Prisca 
and her husband, Aquila, 
were heads of a household (in 
Greek, oikos). 

When we hear the word 
“household,” we tend to think 
of the traditional nuclear 
family or some variation of 
it — with two adults and their 
children, all living under the 
same roof.  

However, in the first cen-
tury Mediterranean world, 
the household wasn’t just a 
domestic but an economic ar-
rangement, a locus of manu-
facturing and trade.  

The oikos included, not just 
father, mother and children, 
but slaves and freedmen, 
extended family and friends of 
the family.  

As Edward Gibbs writes, 
“It was ordinarily assumed 
that the various members of 
a household, particularly the 
servile ones, would share the 
religion of their master.”  

And, because Prisca and 
Aquila were both followers of 

Jesus, it can be assumed that 
many others in their house-
hold would have been as well.  

This is what a “house 
church” is in the proper New 
Testament sense of the word— 
a community of Jesus follow-
ers, based around a small unit 
of economic production — the 
family business.  

And, because family busi-
nesses are often run by mar-
ried couples (there’s a reason 
why we call them “mom and 
pop stores”) it’s possible that 
there were a number of couples 
like Prisca and Aquila in the 
early church — husbands and 
wives who laboured together 
in the gospel.  

And, evidently, they were 
indeed a force to be reckoned 
with. It was Prisca and Aquila, 
for example, who first intro-
duced Apollos — a respected 
preacher and teacher in the 
first century church — to a 
more Christ-centred under-
standing of baptism (Acts 
18:24-28).  

It was Prisca and Aquila 
who laboured alongside the 
Apostle Paul himself on his 
church planting sojourn in 
Corinth, even going so far as 
to (in Paul’s words) “risk their 
necks for my life” (Romans 
16:3).  

Indeed, I find it interesting 
that, whenever the New Testa-

ment speaks of this particular 
ministry couple, they are al-
ways referenced together. Aq-
uila is never mentioned apart 
from his wife and Prisca never 
apart from her husband.  

This suggests to me that 
their calling to marriage was, 
in some way, bound-up with 
their calling to ministry. In 
their work as church leaders, 
they would have depended on 
each other for support.  

Perhaps, when one was ex-
hausted, the other would have 
to step up and take charge.  
Perhaps, when one was 
discouraged, the other would 
have to exhort and encourage.  

Perhaps they relied on each 
other’s strengths to compen-
sate for each other’s weakness-
es.  And, perhaps Jesus knew 
all of this when he called them 
both into his service together.  

All this to say that, despite 
the struggles we’ve faced as a 
clergy couple, Jasmine and I 
have both come to realize the 
same thing: We’re better serv-
ing the Lord and his church 
together than we are apart. 

Day after day, we rely on 
each other’s strengths, skills 
and competencies which, 
although different, are compli-
mentary.  In short, we’ve come 
to understand the importance 
of what the other does and, in 
the end, we’ve learned to value 
each other’s gifts. 

Needless to say, there have 
been times when it seems like 
the church just hasn’t known 
what to do with us. 

Like many other clergy 
couples, we’ve had to move 
parishes so that both of us 
could find work. We’ve had to 
make sacrifices, accept lower 
pay or fewer hours; we’ve had 
to share and juggle things.  

But we wouldn’t want to do 
anything else. God has blessed 
us with this life together and 
we pray that our shared labour 
will bear fruit in its season.  

Hopefully, as more clergy 
couples emerge, the church 
would learn to embrace them, 
just as they embraced Prisca 
and Aquila — commissioning 
them to a ministry that was a 
beautiful and unique expres-
sion of God’s goodness. 
The Rev. Terence and the Rev. 
Jasmine Chandra lead a mission 
in priority neighbourhoods 
called Pennies and Sparrows. 
They are also the priests-in-
charge in the Parish of St. Mark 
(Saint John).

The Rev. Jasmine Chandra and the Rev. Terence Chandra are one of a handful of clergy couples in 
the diocese. With small children, a demanding community ministry, and their responsibilities as 
priests-in-charge of Stone Church in Saint John, the Chandras often juggle childcare and their many 
responsibilities.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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BY KEITH OSBORNE

The priest looks out over 
his congregation as he 
prepares to begin the 

liturgy for the Easter celebra-
tion.  His heart sinks and 
suddenly he feels very much 
alone. His passion to see his 
people blessed and growing in 
Christ is being assaulted from 
all corners. 

The scenario is nothing 
but empty pews, a growing 
and serious financial deficit, 
no youth and people who are 
tired and discouraged with no 
desire any longer to impact 
the community for Christ. 
Actually, they have very few 
resources now with which to 
do that.

This scene is being played 
out more and more often in 
our parishes as our nation 
drifts deeper into a post-
Christendom era, with a secu-
lar society ever more indiffer-
ent and even hostile towards 
the Faith.   

The clergy know that 
people so often can betray 
their original commitment. 
They become used to stay-
ing at home and tuning into 
a service on live stream or 
perhaps tuning out if they find 
something more appealing on 
YouTube or Facebook.  

People become entrenched 
in whatever habits they hap-
pen to practice, and at times 
those habits of lethargy and 
distraction form a pattern 
in the mind and heart very 
quickly.  

Hence the mandate to lay 
all on the altar for Christ is 
displaced by distance, isola-
tion, fear of catching whatever 
virus may be lurking out there 
and an acquiescence to the 
status quo.

Even now the question is 
being asked throughout our 

A post-pandemic  church
What will we look like?

Diocese:  "Will we ever get 
them back?”   

As hard-working clergy and 
lay leaders, we face a grim and 
disheartening scenario. We 
hear predictions of a Church 
which will be dead by some 
year in the new future and we 
wonder if all the effort is really 
worth it. Is there any hope for 
growth and ministry?

Another set of dynamics 
confronts us as we may ask: 
What will a post "Freedom 
Convoy" Canada look like?  

We hear threats of censor-
ship on social media and an 
array of other seemingly small 

indications of our freedoms 
and rights being eroded and 
superseded by politicians 
wielding power and control.  

Surely our society is not 
growing more friendly or ac-
commodating towards those 
who espouse faith in He who 
bears that much-maligned 
name of Jesus Christ. We are 
being increasingly laughed at 
and declared irrelevant, and 
we all dread the day when our 
Church loses its tax-exempt 
status on lands and buildings.  

May I suggest that as we 
prepare for an uncertain 
future, we would do well to 

consider the scenario of hav-
ing to live as an underground 
Church with persecution as a 
daily reality.

It seems obvious that in 
order for us to live with a 
semblance of peace in this new 
order, we need to die to many 
of our desires, heart longings 
and expectations.  

We may lose our buildings, 
stained glass windows, our 
Diocesan administrative struc-
ture, much of our hierarchy, 
the symbols of sanctuary, altar 
and nave, and much of what 
now affords us comfort and 
inspiration.   

With the loss of all this, and 
our financial reserves much a 
thing of the past, will we find 
ourselves gathering in each 
other's homes for worship and 
fellowship? 

Would that be so bad after 
all? For if we die to those 
things which are extraneous 
and non-essential, does that 
not heighten our appreciation 
and devotion for those things 
which are essential and basic 
to what we are as a Church?

We know that the presence 
of the Holy Trinity, the Word, 
the sacraments, the fellowship, 
and our mission to those out-
side are the essentials which 
define who we are.

 If this is all we are left with, 
is that not enough? Do we not 
then come close to emulating 
the early Apostolic Church, 
persecuted and yet strong and 
vibrant? Can we live with that 
and still know the joy of our 
Lord in the midst of another 
"Babylonian Captivity of the 
Church?"

Our Bishop has reminded 
us of how essential it is that we 
spend much time in prayer, 
silence and heart-felt discern-
ment to listen to God's voice 
and the leading of the Spirit as 
to which direction and deci-
sions to follow for our future.   

We need to go forward with 
a spirit of openness and humil-
ity, that our God may guide us 
into all that we must be and 
into what we are to look like 
years from now.   

May we learn the lesson 
that our value as a Church is 
not determined by the size of 
our congregations, the reserve 
of resources at our disposal or 
by the health of our bank ac-
counts, but by the presence of 
our Lord and His grace upon 
us.
The Ven. Keith Osborne is 
archdeacon of Saint John.

ASCEND PHOTO
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Archbishop David intends 
to ordain Richard Cun-
ningham, of the Parish of 
Lancaster, to the diaconate on 
Sept. 11 at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Manawag-
onish Road, Saint John; and 
the Rev. Paulette Black to 
the priesthood on Nov. 20 at 
Christ Church Cathedral.

Anne Walling has given 
notice of her resignation as 

diocean PWRDF representa-
tive, effective as of the appoint-
ment of a replacement.

Michael Briggs has given 
notice of his resignation as 
diocesan Stewardship Officer, 
effective Aug. 31.

The Rev. Canon Jon Lownds 
has been appointed Diocesan 
Registrar, effective May 19.

The Rev. Rufus Onyewuchi, Moncton hospital chaplain

Favourite book of the Bible – Acts of the Apostles 
Birthplace – Umuneke-Ngor, Imo State, Nigeria 
What you love most about God – He has a forgiving heart for a repentant 
criminal  
Favourite place on Earth – Moncton, NB 
Farthest you’ve been from home – St. Anthony, NL 
Favourite meal or dessert – Lamb stew 
Biggest fear – I wouldn’t see my mother before she passed away, but I was 
there with her 
Hidden talent – Playing bridge 
Favourite movie or book – Book: Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 
Your hobby – Singing, humming and whistling 
Three things always in your fridge – Blue cheese, Swiss cheese and a bottle 
of Chardonnay 
Favourite sports team – Manchester United

On vacation 
- see you 
next month!

Episcopal 
Announcements
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This is another in a series entitled Faith In Action: Building Hope For Tomorrow In The Face Of Climate Change, 
put together by the Ven. Kevin Stockall, Hannah Westner and Andrew Mathis, all of the Parish of St. Mary, York in 
Fredericton, with the help of additional guest writers.
 
The series sprang from a helpful book study on Jim Antal’s Climate Church; Climate World. The series hopes to 
explore the role that Church must play as part of humanity’s response to the climate crisis, offering theological and 
scientific background as well as practical tips and advice.




