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• To unite women in a  
fellowship of worship, study, 
and offering which will 
deepen and strengthen their 
own spiritual lives, and lead 
them into Christian service 
in parish, community,  
diocese, nation, and world. 
 
• To work for and sustain 
an informed interest in the 
mission of the Church.

OUR PURPOSE 

Diocesan ACW’s 2022 executive was commissioned at the annual meeting held 
June 7 at St. James the Less Anglican Church in Rothesay. They are, left to right: 
Linda Fury, past president; Diane Todd, secretary; Jill Stewart, president; Peggy 
Boucher, vice-president; Cathy Lutes, treasurer; and Debbie Edwards, honorary 
president.

New President’s message:
As your newly elected Diocesan president, I do have reservations: I am taking 
on a leadership role that has been stalemated by COVID! But I will try my 
best to fulfill my role. I have confidence in the present executive and know 
that these women will guide me. 
     I think we are at a point in our ACW life that we will have to think outside 
the box and welcome some creative and unique ways to support and continue 
with all of our ventures. I will continue to promote the purpose of the ACW! 
     ABOUT ME:  I live in a small fishing community called Bay du Vin, about 
a half hour drive outside the city of Miramichi. I have lived here for two 
decades, and before that, summered here for fifty years as my grandmother 
was from this community.  Each evening I view a beautiful sunset, and each 
season brings a different but lovely view! I look forward to all views and thank 
the Dear Lord for allowing us this privilege. God Bless, Jill  Stewart.

MCKNIGHT PHOTO
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Submit articles up to 600 words.
Articles may be edited as necessary

for length and clarity. Please send to:
Gisele McKnight, editor,  

< gmcknight@diofton.ca > 
12 Spruce St., Sussex, NB E4E 1L9

Please notify Linda Collins  
LeBans and your Deanery  
representative with the names 
of those who should be entered 
into the Book of Remembrance. 
If you would like to put a  
member on the Roll of Honour, 

please contact Linda at  
506-454-2649; email:  
lclebans@gmail.com or  
55 Woodfield Crescent,   
Fredericton, N.B.  
E3B 2N2 

Book of Remembrance  
- Roll of Honour -

Nada Guimond (ACW president) 
and Betty Williston (ACW 
treasurer), representing the 
Parish ACW, made a generous 
contribution towards the church 
roof project in the Parish of 
Riverview in June.

Roof repairs
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ACW meets in person for first time in three years
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The last time diocesan Anglican 
Church Women (ACW) met 
in person was in May 2019 in 
Bathurst. But finally, on June 7, 
about 55 members gathered for 
the annual meeting held at St. 
James the Less in Rothesay.

An election, a budget, guest 
speakers and more were on the 
agenda, but the day began with 
a service of Holy Communion 
led by Archbishop David Ed-
wards.

David spoke on the issues 
we face these days: a pandemic, 
uncertainty, change.

“There are voices telling 
us to be afraid — of the war 
in Ukraine, that it will spill 
over into a third world war; of 
COVID; of monkeypox. We’re 
told to be afraid,” he said.

Those voices are different 
from the voice of the shepherd.

“The shepherd is with us,” he 
said. “He still spreads a table for 
us. We still have that voice call-
ing us. We need more and more 
to listen to that voice.”

He noted that during his 
just-completed pilgrimage, his 
wife, Debbie, would sometimes 
accompany him, or meet him 
at the parish that was their 
destination. There were always 
crowds and food and fellowship, 
“but I’ve always known when 
she’s in the room. I can hear her 
laugh, her voice. It was the same 
with Janet. I could pick out Jan-
et’s voice among the hubbub.”

The key is to listen for that 
voice, he said.

He cited theologian and writer 
Phyllis Tickle, who wrote that 
every 500 years, Judeo-Chris-
tian-western society goes through 
profound change, the last one 
being the Protestant Reformation.

“We can map it every 500 years 
back to Moses,” he said. “We don’t 
know where we’re going, but we 
know it will be different.”

He noted his and Debbie’s 
grandson, Isaiah, turned 5 the 
previous week. Isaiah saw his 
mother trying to lift a bowl, but 
because she had a bad grip on it, 
she couldn’t quite lift it properly.

His response: ‘Mama is not 
strong. I am strong and brave.’

“The church of God is going to 
have to be strong and brave,” he 
said. 

Take the little signs and nudg-

es from the Holy Spirit and be 
brave enough to take hold of 
them, he said.

“It’s not going to be easy on 
us,” he said. “Certainly not for 
the Bishop of Fredericton. But 
we have to be brave enough to 
listen.

“We must be willing to take 
the time to discern and listen 
and look at what that means. 
We must be willing to take a 
chance on God, even though we 
don’t know where we’re going.”

He cited the Parish of Salis-
bury & Havelock, which held 
two bike rodeos in Salisbury 
and Petitcodiac this spring.

“It’s total outreach, not to 
drag people into church,” he 
said. “It’s to build relationships. 
AGM continued on page 4

Archbishop David Edwards during his homily at the annual meeting of the ACW on 
June 7.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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This is a parish saying ‘yes, we’re 
brave enough, [rector] Chris 
Hayes, we’ll go with you.’

“What we’ve got to do is 
listen to the Spirit, then be brave 
— brave enough to be right, 
and brave enough to be wrong. 
Nothing is wasted in the econo-
my of God. If we are seeking to 
do God’s will, God will bless it.”

David cited the parable of the 
talents, and the man who did 
nothing, fearing he might lose 
them. 

“If you’re just holding on, 
that’s not going to end well,” he 
said. “But if we invest — not 
money — what we have, Jesus 
will say, ‘well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.’”

The day’s host and Parish of 
Renforth rector, the Rev. Jon-
athan Hallewell, prayed for all 
gathered to be strong and brave 
enough to listen to the voice of 
God. 

ELECTION 
Peggy Boucher of St. Margaret’s 
in Fredericton was acclaimed 
the new vice president. Jill Stew-
art, vice president, moved to the 
president’s position, and Linda 
Fury moved from president to 
past president.

The executive includes Jill, 
Linda, Peggy, plus Diane Todd 
as secretary and Cathy Lutes as 
treasurer.

Copies of the ACW Roll of 
Honour, which honours the 
efforts of ACW members, and 

the Book of Remembrance, a 
list of deceased members, were 
circulated. During the past three 
years, 123 names were added to 
the Book of Remembrance. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
During roll call, every deanery 
was represented, including three 
members from the St. Andrews 
deanery who travelled from 
Grand Manan.

Treasurer Cathy Lutes present-
ed the budget for 2022, which 
included reduced revenue coming 
in and slashed donations going 
out. 

“A number of branches closed 
down during COVID,” she said. “I 
don’t blame any branch for step-
ping down.”

Cathy noted that when she 
became treasurer in 2019, there 
were 57 branches. Today there are 
35.

Members voted to change their 
meeting format from a two-day 
event to one day, as was taking 

place this year.  

FARRALINE PLACE 
Farraline Place administrator 
Judy O’Donnell gave a report 
on the seniors’ residence associ-
ated with ACW. The home did 
very well through the pandemic 
until this spring when half the 
residents became infected. Judy 
praised the staff for their pro-
fessionalism and efforts during 
this trying time.

The roof has been completed, 
and the next big project will be 
painting the exterior of the very 
large house in downtown Fred-
ericton. The scraping, repairing, 
priming and painting will cost 
$30,000.

Upcoming events include a 
yard sale on July 29 to help fund 
window treatments for the sun-
room; the annual garden party 
on Aug. 11; and the annual 
fundraising dinner on Oct. 15. 

Judy introduced Darline 

Annual  
meeting,  
continued

AGM continued on page 5

The sweets table was particularly popular during the lunch break. 
Opposite page: Treasurer Cathy Lutes shares her report during the 
annual meeting.  (Past) president Linda Fury and secretary Diane Todd 
are seen at left.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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Cogswell, the new president of 
the board of directors of Far-
raline Place.

Darline got an up-close look 
at how the home runs when she 
volunteered during the COVID 
outbreak, taking food trays to 
residents in their rooms and 
getting to know them.

“I walked away feeling good 
about the work being done,” she 
said. “We are serving the com-
munity.”

Judy, who suffered a heart 
attack in the past year, was 
emotional about the role of Far-
raline in the lives of the seniors 
who live there.

“I love Farraline Home,” she 
said. “I think it’s where I’m 
supposed to be. I hope you take 
pride in your support of it.”

She begged the pardon of 
members as she boldly told them 
she had something to say: “I want 
you to consider leaving some 

funds to Farraline in your will.”
There are two room vacancies 

at the home which need to be 
filled as soon as possible. 

BISHOP MCALLISTER COLLEGE 
Rosemarie Kingston gave a report 
on Bishop McAllister College in 
Uganda, which the ACW gener-
ously supports. She read letters 
from the three students they 
sponsor. Rector Paul Jeffries, orig-
inally from New Brunswick, has 
begun his 25th year at the college.

It costs just over $500 a year to 
sponsor a child to attend school 
at BMC. Contact Rosemarie if 
you are interested in supporting a 
student. 

SOPHIA RECOVERY CENTRE 
The guest speaker for the after-
noon was Julie Atkinson, execu-
tive director of Sophia Recovery 
Centre, an organization offering 
help to women suffering from ad-
diction. It has been serving Saint 
John for almost 14 years.

The organization is seeking a 
larger location as their clientele 
grows. They’ve also expanded to 
St. Stephen, with a goal of a simi-

lar expansion to Sussex. 
Their facility is a daytime 

drop-in centre. There, women 
can get one-to-one counselling, 
participate in group discussion 
and get the support they need 
to follow a new path free from 
whatever has taken hold of 
their lives — most often drugs, 
alcohol, gambling, shopping 
and sugar.

“Our clients are much like 
you and me, except they have 
a brain condition,” said Julie. 
“One in five Canadians will ex-
perience substance abuse issues 
in their lifetime. Many of our 
women live comfortable lives 
with a secret addiction.”

The service is free, and they 
work with women of all ages, 
from late teens to senior citi-
zens. They rely on community 
and government funding, as 
well as donations from groups 
and individuals. Even donations 
of cleaning supplies and snack 
foods for their kitchen are ap-
preciated.

Paula Adams of St. Augus-
tine’s church was the day’s local 
organizer. The collection from 
the members totalled $510.60. 
Members voted to split it 
between Farraline Place and So-
phia Recovery Centre. The day 
ended with a banquet held at St. 
Luke’s in Gondola Point.

The next ACW event is Quiet 
Day, which will be held Sept. 7 
at St. Margaret’s church in Fred-
ericton. The Deanery of Wood-
stock will host the 2023 annual 
meeting. 

Annual meeting, 
continued
AGM continued from page 4

More photos 
on page 6
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MCKNIGHT  PHOTOS

Clockwise from top: Archbishop David 
Edwards addresses ACW members; 
tuna and lime jello sandwiches made an 
appearance; Farraline Place administrator 
Judy O’Donnell and board president 
Darline Cogswell during lunch; an 
impressive array of sandwiches greeted 
members; Linda Fury presents a cheque 
to guest speaker Julie Atkinson of Sofia 
Recovery Centre; Judy O’Donnell during 
her presentation on Farraline Place. 
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Farraline Place News
• Farraline Place has two vacancies in 
their downtown Fredericton  
residence — a large room on the second 
floor and a smaller one on the ground 
floor. Both are equipped with half-baths. 
For information, call 455-6443. 

• Annual fall gala fundraising dinner is 
Oct. 15 at Fredericton Inn. Live & silent 
auctions, entertainment. Tickets: $100, 
with a $60 tax receipt. Call for tickets.

www.farralineplace.com
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Church of the Ascension celebrates 150th anniversary

BY BEVERLEY FLOYD

The Apohaqui ACW, although 
small in numbers, continues to 
make large plans for special 
events. Along with assistance 
from our priest in-charge, the 
Rev. Dr. Chris McMullen, the 
ACW hosted a special event 
May 15, which celebrated the 
150th anniversary of the Church 
of the Ascension, Apohaqui. 
The church was consecrated on 
May 14, 1872.

Archbishop David Edwards 
celebrated the Thanksgiving 
service, assisted by Chris and 
the Rev. Daniel McMullen, 
missional priest. Trinity Angli-
can Church choir, Sussex, along 
with Matthew Chamberlain, 
organist and choir director, led 
us in uplifting hymns, one of 
which was Onward Christian 
Soldiers. This hymn was sung 
150 years ago as 15 clergy 
marched into the church on 
consecration day.

Guest speaker the Rev. Can-
on Leo Martin, a former parish 
rector from 1998-2005, delivered 
a few historical facts and spoke 
fondly of many who have recent-
ly passed away, those who he and 
Apohaqui ACW members have 
worked with over the years.

Immediately following the 
church service, folks gathered in 
front of the church for the 
unveiling of a newly installed 
historical plaque. The plaque 
was created, designed and in-
stalled by William Jones (Bill), 
son of Gordon Jones. Each 
generation of the Jones family 

has been very dedicated as church 
workers, holding various offices.

All guests were invited to Med-

ley Hall for a time of fellowship, 
with refreshments served by the 
ACW.

TOP, left to right: 
Jeannie Proctor, 
Barb Brown, Barb 
Tabor, Phyllis 
Price, Beverley 
Floyd serve guests. 
MIDDLE:  The Rev. 
Canon Leo Martin, 
Archbishop David 
Edwards, Bill Jones, 
the Rev. Dr. Chris 
McMullen and the 
Rev. Dan McMullen 
during the plaque 
unveiling. 
BOTTOM:  The 
Trinity, Parish of 
Sussex choir led 
the singing during 
the anniversary 
service.



ACW Launching Out         September 2022, page 9

On The  
Journey, with 
Eva Morton 

“When I look at the heavens, 
the work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars that you 
have established; what are hu-
man beings that you are mind-
ful of them, mortals that you 
care for them?”(Psalm 8:3&4)

To see a world in a grain of sand
And a Heaven in a wild flower
Hold infinity in the palm of your 

hand
And Eternity in an hour . . . 

I’m sure I’m not the only 
one who thought of these 
opening lines from Wil-

liam Blake’s, The Auguries of 
Innocence when presented 
with the images from the 
James Webb Space Telescope 
on July 12.  

A speck the size of a grain 
of sand contains multitudes 
— thousands of galaxies 
visible to us for the first time, 
a composite image of a galaxy 
cluster as it appeared 4.6 bil-
lion years ago. 

“What are we, that the Cre-
ator is mindful of us?” The 
psalmist was observing what 

can be seen by the naked eye on 
a clear night. We are now able to 
see so much more. We are, in fact, 
travelling back in time!  

Those of us who are sci-fi fans, 
or who grew up reading A Wrin-
kle in Time, will start expecting 
Mrs. Who and Mrs. Whatsit to 
show up in our back yards. Any-
thing is possible. 

I love this. I love that God is 
full of surprises. I love that we 
have minds and imagination and 
the desire to explore and learn.  

One of my favourite poems is 
High Flight: 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered 

wings;
Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the 

tumbling mirth
of sun-split clouds, . . .  I’ve chased the 

shouting wind along . . . 
And, while with silent lifting mind I’ve trod 
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,
Put out my hand, and touched the face of 

God.  
 
     What a refreshing change from 
the depressing daily news cycle! 
It’s something that actually takes 
us out of ourselves and draws our 
attention away from the nega-
tivity and anxiety that has been 
weighing us down here on Planet 
Earth. We are part of something 
so much bigger.

I believe in miracles. I am in 
awe of hummingbirds who fly 
thousands of miles twice a year. 
I am humbled by the chipmunk 
who takes a peanut from my 
fingers, stuffs it in its cheeks and 

asks for more - by the trust of 
its tiny hands touching mine; by 
the first green shoots of a crocus 
pushing up through the snow.  

All this takes place in our 
tiny world, our home. And I can 
imagine millions more like me, 
living our lives, moment by mo-
ment, interacting, eating, sleep-
ing, thinking deep thoughts  
—  throughout this universe  
—  billions of years before and 
perhaps after me. “Eternity in a 
grain of sand.”

There’s a scene in Thornton 
Wilder’s play, Our Town, when 
George’s sister, Rebecca, is 
describing a letter received by a 
friend addressed: 

“Grover’s Corners, Sutton 
County, New Hampshire, United 
States of America, Continent of 
North America, Western Hemi-
sphere, The Solar System, The 
Universe, The Mind of God.” 

 We have always known in 
our hearts that there is much 
more to life than what we expe-
rience in our day-to-day activ-
ities. The writer of Ecclesiastes 
says, “God has put a sense of 
past and future into our minds.” 
The King James reads, “eternity.” 
(Ecc. 3:11) 

What we had imagined, what 
Madeleine L’Engle and C.S. Lew-
is fantasized about, has become 
so much more real to us in the 
last month. The universe is full 
of possibilities. We are just be-
ginning to comprehend them.  

And with this comprehen-
sion comes, at least for me, a 
fresh awareness of the power 
and wonder of God. Contrary 
to what some might think, the 
more I learn about the universe, 
the more in awe I am of God. 
The more knowledge I have, the 
more I believe in miracles.
Blessings, Eva

CHRIS CHARLES-UNSPLASH
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News from St. Luke’s ACW – Woodstock
These past months have been 
busier for our ACW. 

In November 2021, plates of 
Christmas sweets were sold, 
as well as mincemeat pies. This 
was very popular as well as prof-
itable.

In February 2022, St. Luke’s 
ACW, with the assistance of the 
Rev. Shirley Noseworthy, hosted 
a showing of the Women’s 
World Day of Prayer video. The 
ladies enjoyed the video and 
had an opportunity to discuss 
the information presented by 
host delegates from England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland.

Lunch Bag Project:  After 
seeing the request from Saint 
John’s Inner City Youth Minis-
try for cloth lunch bags, two of 
our members contributed to the 
project. 

We are grateful for the talents 
of Nancy Robinson and Judith 
Anderson in supporting this 
ministry. Upwards of 1,000 
lunches are prepared and deliv-
ered each week to school chil-
dren, so the need is great.

In April our group decided 
to repeat the headstone flower 
arrangement project of 2021. 
Although done later this year, it 
was still successful and boost-
ed our finances. Thanks to the 
talented Jean Collicott, who did 
the arrangements.

June Luncheon:  For the 
second consecutive year, ACW 
members gathered at the church 
hall for a delightful luncheon 
and time of fellowship. The 
meal, catered by Creek Village 
Café, consisted of soup, sand-

wiches and iced cookies. Tea was 
provided by members.  

After a short business meeting, 
a retirement gift was presented 
to the Rev. Shirley Noseworthy.  
Each ACW member shared a 
brief statement about something 
she has appreciated in Shirley’s 
ministry.  Our rector was sur-
prised and very pleased. She will 
be dearly missed, both as rector 
and as an ACW member.

Ministry Appreciation Sun-
day:  Our parish wardens and 

our rector brought an excellent 
suggestion to Vestry, which 
was quickly approved. Once a 
month, February through No-
vember 2022, a parish group is 
honoured.

In March, ACW members 
were thanked for their ministry, 
along with two other wom-
en’s groups — Guild and Altar 
Guild. Each group’s role and 
contributions were described 
and certificates presented.
Submitted by Jill Craig.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  Ministry appreciation Sunday; lunch bag sewing 
project; headstone flower arrangement fundraiser; retirement of the Rev. Shirley 
Noseworthy. 


