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Series: Receiving life by believing in God’s Son (a Gospel of John study)   

Sermon Text: John 18:24; Mark 14:53-65    Key Words: Religious Leaders 

(*This account is also found in Matthew 26:57-58; Mark 14:53-54; Luke 22:54-65) 

 

Our series title for 18:1-19:15 is, “No matter how things appear, Jesus is still King!” It’s about the 

value of believing this when friends fail us (18:1-12), when religious leaders fail us (18:13-27); and 

when political leaders fail us (18:28-19:15). Each week, we’re also considering something vital Jesus 

said about following Him in John 16:33, “I’ve said these things to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” Last week, 

we learned about terrible religious leaders in Israel who colluded with the government and trusted in 

human schemes rather than God’s promises. Today, we’ll continue digging into this… 

BIG IDEA: Jesus is still King when religious leaders fail us. 

 

Last time, we read John’s account of Jesus before Annas, the father-in-law of the high priest. We 

finished in John 18:24 where Annas couldn’t trick Jesus into self-incrimination, and so he sent him 

bound to Caiaphas the high priest. While John didn’t describe that trial for us, Mark 14:53-65 says 

they led Jesus to the high priest. All the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came together. 

Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting 

with the guards and warming himself at the fire. Now the chief priests and the whole council were 

seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. Many bore false witness 

against him, but their testimony did not agree. Some stood up and bore false witness against him, 

saying, "We heard him say, 'I will destroy this temple that is made with hands, and in three days I 

will build another, not made with hands.'" Yet even about this their testimony did not agree. And 

the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, "Have you no answer to make? What is it 

that these men testify against you?" But he remained silent and made no answer. Again, the high 

priest asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?" Jesus said, "I am, and you will see 

the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven." And the 

high priest tore his garments and said, "What further witnesses do we need? You have heard his 

blasphemy. What is your decision?" And they all condemned him as deserving death. Some began 

to spit on him, cover his face, and strike him, saying, "Prophesy!" And the guards beat him. Since 

we’ve already explained much of what happened, today we’ll consider 2 questions this story stirs up 

in people: 1) Who killed Jesus? And 2) What should we do if God seems weak? 
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Question #1: Who killed Jesus? Historically, there are arguments for Jewish involvement, Roman 

involvement, God’s involvement, and of course, we know Jesus willingly offered His life for the sins 

of mankind. Sadly, some have paved the path of antisemitism by wrongly blaming all Jewish people. 

Yet, we’ve read the story, right? Not every Jew in Israel hated Jesus. He entered Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday to the praise of thousands, His first disciples were Jews, and the church of Jerusalem grew to 

over 3000 after His resurrection. Not every “Jewish person” was on board with the murder of Jesus. 

In fact, it’s like John and Mark have been “peeling the onion” for us and now we see the rotten core--

Annas’ high priestly family was carrying out mafia-style justice. They operated like a cabal, forcing 

their backroom decisions through Israel’s Sanhedrin. This was the official supreme council, which 

included the High Priest and 70 chief priests, elders, and scribes. God had established this council 

under Moses (Numbers 11), but it evidently became corrupted by the 1st century. In our next sermon, 

we’ll see how this group convinced Rome to kill Jesus, but let’s dig a little deeper today. 

Just as we can’t blame the whole nation, we also can’t blame the full council. For instance, a guy 

we know as Joseph of Arimathea ended up becoming a follower and loaning Jesus his new tomb. So, 

not every religious leader had been corrupted. Sadly, it’s easy to justify and perpetuate the hatred of 

whole people groups when we fail to think hard and examine facts. History is littered with examples 

of Scripture being misused to exclude entire groups of people. In Galatians 2, Paul rebuked Peter for 

such gospel ignorance. In Ephesians 2, he proclaimed the gospel’s power to unite all types of people. 

Ultimately, it was those who felt they were better, smarter, and more deserving that killed Jesus. And 

if we fail to guard our hearts, that same Jesus-killing spirit can arise in us. Instead of pointing fingers, 

let’s humbly examining ourselves: Does any part of you think, “I deserve mercy and grace more than 

that person”? Are we misusing Scripture to support any kind of “us versus them” agenda? Do any of 

us label and write off whole people groups as “unredeemable” simply because of their skin color, or 

country of origin, or religion/denomination, or political affiliation, or sexual orientation, or economic 

status? In Israel, religious elites blocked the way to God and filled their church with people who fit 

their preferences. Jesus, on the other hand, invited all to “come and see” and proclaimed hope to all 

who were willing to believe. I’ll leave you to process who you’re like as we slide into… 

Question #2: What should we do if God seems weak or absent? What if our religious leaders are 

colluding with the government instead of trusting God? What if our faith is widely mischaracterized 

and despised? What if church feels like a losing team of exclusive and ineffective people, who don’t 

https://www.gotquestions.org/who-killed-Jesus.html
https://makingtalmidim.blogspot.com/2015/08/holy-week-plot-to-kill-jesus.html
https://www.bemadiscipleship.com/76
https://www.bemadiscipleship.com/130
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/cabal
https://www.gotquestions.org/Sanhedrin.html
https://www.paultripp.com/articles/posts/the-lesser-known-joseph?
https://makingtalmidim.blogspot.com/2015/10/those-people.html
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meet our expectations and we’d rather walk away? This picture of Christ in the 1st century shows us 

how God works in the most unimaginable of circumstances. It urges us to see that our hope isn’t in 

religious leaders, or in human governments, or in amassing power (politically, militarily, financially), 

or in becoming the moral majority, or in keeping immigrants away, or in eradicating evil rulers, or in 

imprisoning/killing all the “bad people.” John begs us root our hope in a more transcendent story of a 

powerful King who came in weakness to achieve greatness. While preparing this sermon, I stumbled 

across an article titled “The Lesser-known Joseph” by a widely respected author and counselor named 

Paul Tripp. While his article supports what I’ve said today, the following words convicted me: “…no 

matter how high your biblical literacy quotient…or how robust your theological understanding, there 

will always be mystery in your life… Peace of mind and rest of soul is not found when you figure life 

out, but when you trust the One who has it figured out and who rules over all things for his glory and 

your good. When you and I try to make sense out of things we don't understand…we'll always end up 

envious of others and bitter with God.” Friends, if God seems weak or absent, or His church seems to 

be failing, we must patiently trust in His ability to work through imperfect systems and unlikely folks 

like Jesus and Joseph. Romans 5:5 assures us such hope in Christ “will never be put to shame.”  

 

Let’s pray: Father, it can be hard to believe that “No matter how things appear, Jesus is still King!” 

in a world that’s full of evil and agonizing hardships. When people like Annas, Caiaphas, the Jewish 

council, Rome, and Pilate appear to be winning, we must remember that the perceived “foolishness of 

God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” May your Spirit protect our 

hearts from becoming embittered and exasperated. Instead of fixating on problems, help us to focus 

on Jesus, so we can learn to faithfully endure unimaginable injustices. May the humble thoughts and 

methods of your Son inform how we carry on what He started, so that we offer your gospel to those 

we too often label and write off as enemies. Amen (cf. Psalm 73; 1Corinthians 1:25; Philippians 2:1-

11; Ephesians 6:10-20).  

 

Let’s sing: “Sweetly Broken” 

 

So, what’s your NEXT STEP? 

• Remember, our next step always begins with faith in Christ. Either placing faith in Him for the 

first time or exercising faith to repent, change, and grow. Either way, His Spirit will help you. 

 

Quotes related to this passage: 

• The error of Annas: “The first was the rejection of God on the part of Annas. In this scene 

Annas represents Judaism, the faith of God’s people reaching all the way back to Abraham. All 

that tradition is gathered up in the person of the high priest, who now stands in the presence of 

the Messiah whom God has finally sent. Instead of falling before him in adoring 

https://www.paultripp.com/articles/posts/the-lesser-known-joseph?
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acknowledgment, however, we find Annas in this passage using every trick in the book to have 

him condemned to death.” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• Religious corruption: Professor Gary Burge wrote, “This is a story of religious corruption, of 

spiritual leaders who slaughter the sheep and ruin the flock (cf. Ezek. 34). This is the story of 

priests who have bent the knee before Rome, not the temple; who have viewed God’s people as 

a power base, a social construct, a force among other political forces, an agent of change in 

the politics of change, and themselves as worthy brokers with the pagan power-broker from the 

Roman Senate. In the end, they are in the world as much as Pilate is; yet, disturbingly, they do 

not show any of Pilate’s reserve or regret. Being trained experts at ethics they know how ethics 

can be bent; being theologians adept at religious language, they know how to manipulate it for 

public consumption. Caiaphas and Annas represent men whose devotion to their religious 

careers and the political status quo exceeded their willingness to see God at work in Jesus. 

They have become the dangerous shepherds of chapter 10, whose interest in the welfare of the 

flock has been superseded by their own self-preservation.” So, they were so devoted to 

survival that they could not recognize their true Savior and instead of feeding God’s flock, they 

were feeding His sheep to the wolves as political pawns. However, John told the story in a way 

that proves when God’s appointed leaders go astray, and let’s pray they don’t, the good 

shepherd always takes care of His sheep and God’s purposes always prevail. He is the true 

high priest who stands when all others fail us!  

• Light in darkness: “So as Jesus stands before the flawed high priest of his nation, he 

vindicates in a wonderful way his title as the true High Priest of the people of God. He is one 

who is not ‘unable to sympathise with our weaknesses’ because ‘he himself is subject to 

weakness’; ‘tempted in every way, just as we are’, and so ‘is able’…‘to help us in our time of 

need’ (see Heb. 4:15–16; 5:2; 2:18). The supreme star shining on in the darkness of that night 

is Jesus himself. He stands within the darkness and takes its terror into his own heart, but he 

remains standing; it does not engulf him. The darkness may encompass us, dreams remain 

unfulfilled, sorrow or tragedy strike, prayers fall back unanswered, weaknesses linger, but the 

light of God’s truth still shines in the darkness, until the day breaks and the shadows for 

evermore will flee away.” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• Pilate’s involvement: In Mark, following the condemnation of Jesus, Pilate is “amazed” about 

these events (Mark 15:5). In Matthew, Pilate has “great amazement” (Matt. 27:14), receives a 

warning message from his wife (27:19), and washes his hands of all responsibility (27:24–25). 

In Luke, Pilate states three times that Jesus is innocent (Luke 23:4, 14, 22). When we come to 

John, Pilate not only affirms Jesus’ innocence, but he shows a determined effort to free Jesus 

(18:38–40; 19:12a) and only agrees to the crucifixion when his loyalty to Rome is questioned 

(19:12b). All of this seems to shift the blame to the Jewish leadership…But to say that Rome 

was the only player in the Passion story is not historically respectable. Nor is it correct to say 

that the Jewish leadership was solely responsible for Jesus’ death. It is better to say that many 

people played a role in this conspiracy. As Carson notes, it is the people in power who can do 

the persecuting, and everyone must agree that in Jerusalem in the mid-first century, the 

Sanhedrin leadership held power…But the shared responsibility of Jewish leaders here is no 

license for racism. The earliest Christians who wrote the Gospels were Jewish. Their debate 

with the temple or synagogue leadership was not along racial but theological lines. “Anti-

Semitism” is a historically inappropriate label for their thinking. The tensions that run through 
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the Gospel’s Passion story is an inner-Jewish tension, springing from inner-Jewish debates 

about Jesus’ messiahship. As we will see, moreover, it is incorrect to argue that John simply 

blames “the Jews” for the death of Jesus. One of the most prominent themes in John’s story is 

the high profile role of Pilate. His soldiers figure conspicuously in this story, and Pilate not 

only spurns the truth, but we see him as a pathetic, powerless figure whom Jesus must instruct 

and direct.” Professor Gary Burge 

• Trusting a new kind of Savior: “John’s theological message is that despite the darkness of the 

hour, this is in fact the hour of glory. Jesus will not be crucified, he will be ‘lifted up’ (3:14; 

8:28; 12:32, 34). He is not a victim, but a king assuming his throne, transforming death into a 

passage, a return, a celebration of his resumption of heavenly position. And no matter what the 

world may think about or do to this glory, this regal glory cannot be suppressed. People who 

least recognize the work of God inevitably pay homage to his presence, acknowledging that he 

is there. They intuit truth they try to suppress, but inevitably, the truth about God becomes 

known. This means, with Paul, that ‘they are without excuse. For although they knew God, 

they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile, and 

their foolish hearts were darkened’ (Rom. 1:20–21).” Professor Gary Burge 

• God’s perceived weakness: “In Jesus’ pilgrimage to Calvary we encounter not just the 

triumph, but also what Paul perceptively called ‘the weakness of God’ (1 Cor. 1:25). We can 

all identify with that ‘weakness’. The God who apparently was not there when we needed him, 

the prayers that have gone unanswered, the disappointments that have shattered our dreams, 

the tragedies that have befallen us, the problems that prayer, pleading and praising, and every 

other prescribed panacea, seem unable to remove or even alleviate. God’s ‘weakness’ also 

appears in the wider world in the atrocities that are daily ‘permitted’ around the globe, and in 

the spectacle of the needy millions, the starving, the refugees, the abused, the diseased. God, if 

he really owns this globe, is, it seems, at best weak and limited, and clearly not up to the 

demands of ruling his world.” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• God flipped the script: “The Passion story of John is indeed a story of tragedy, but it is not 

Jesus’ tragedy; it is a human tragedy as we witness the futile and tragic efforts of people 

blinded by darkness, unable to see the true king in their midst.” Professor Gary Burge 

• Perspective: It’s fascinating how John told this tragic story while subliminally inserting the 

word “king” 12 times as a subtle reminder that King Jesus always prevails! The only question 

is, “Will we fall for the latest human lie or trust the ancient story of God?” God’s Word begs 

us to trust in the Lord with all our heart and to not lean unto our own understanding. It begs us 

to acknowledge Him in all our ways and look for Him in every circumstance believing He will 

be there to direct our paths. To do this, we must adopt a willingness to appear weak to a world 

that prides itself in being strong and using power to cancel undesirable people. As we ponder 

the story John has laid out, we must believe God is “no stranger to darkness” (Milne), that 

nothing can separate us from His love because nothing could separate Jesus from it (cf. 

Romans 8:28-39), and that His plans cannot be stopped--not even by corrupt religious leaders 

colluding with a world superpower. May we learn to trust God like Jesus did. When darkness 

seems too thick and evil swirls all around, may we learn to be still and know He is God--to 

stand and keep showing up, when logic gives us no reason to do so. Amen.  

 

Quotes related to the larger context: 
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• Full life: John said he wrote this letter to help us find “fullness of life through believing Jesus 

is the Christ, the Son of God.” Chapters 1-12 contain 3 years of real-life stories where people 

met Jesus during His public ministry. Chapters 13-21 slow way down as Jesus began to reveal 

His (God’s) heart to His disciples in the week leading up to the cross and resurrection. 

• Book Context: The Gospel of the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee, provides a clearly stated 

purpose. John 20:30-31 says, “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Some 

people demand to have all their questions satisfied before bowing to Jesus, yet John claimed 

his limited account was enough to bring anyone to faith. As we read it, our Savior and friend 

emerges from the pages as a real person in the real world. Jesus shows us what we could 

become, if we too would rely on His infinite Father who will gladly supply whatever we need. 

• Life in his name: Life is the Greek word, “zōē”, which means “Life, Living, Lifetime, Life-

Giving” and is where we get the word, “zoology” in English. Vine's Expository Dictionary of 

New Testament Words says it’s “used in the NT of life as a principle, life in the absolute sense, 

life as God has it, that which the Father has in Himself, and which He gave to the Incarnate 

Son to have in Himself, Jhn 5:26, and which the Son manifested in the world, 1Jo 1:2. From 

this life man has become alienated in consequence of the Fall, Eph 4:18, and of this life men 

become partakers through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jhn 3:15, who becomes its Author to 

all such as trust in Him, Act 3:15, and who is therefore said to be 'the life' of the believer, Col 

3:4, for the life that He gives He maintains, Jhn 6:35, 63. Eternal life is the present actual 

possession of the believer because of his relationship with Christ, Jhn 5:24; 1Jo 3:14, and that 

it will one day extend its domain to the sphere of the body is assured by the Resurrection of 

Christ, 2Cr 5:4; 2Ti 1:10. This life is not merely a principle of power and mobility, however, 

for it has moral associations which are inseparable from it, as of holiness and righteousness. 

Death and sin, life and holiness, are frequently contrasted in the Scriptures.” 

 

Other Articles/Songs/Videos: 

 

Direction for discussion leaders: 

1. Keep circling back to the big idea and main points of the passage to stay on track. 

2. Keep the discussion around 30mins. Go for a single, not a home run.  

3. Keep the group small for deeper sharing. Once you hit the “sweet spot”, spend your time there. 

4. Keep these simple questions in your back pocket: What is God teaching you? What are you going 

to do about it? How will it help you love & serve others? 

 

Let’s prepare for our sermon from John 18:24; Mark 14:53-65. 

• As you compare the stories in John 18 (Annas) and Mark 14 (Caiaphas), what stands out to 

you and why? 

 

Let’s apply our sermon from John 18:24; Mark 14:53-65. 

• How have Christians misused Scripture to prop up and perpetuate hideous sins such as hatred 

and racism? Where have you discovered this tendency in your own heart--to pridefully justify 

your lack of love while basking in the gospel of God’s mercy and grace to you through Jesus? 
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• Have you ever wanted to quit church, and if so, did that surprise you and why? Please share a 

few things that help you maintain hope in God’s ability to work through His imperfect church.  

 

Here are some great resources for digging deeper into community group life… 

How life together looks http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story 

Rethinking what we do https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded 

Numerous articles to provoke thought http://toddengstrom.com/archives/ 

What groups of 2-3 might look like http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf 

http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded
http://toddengstrom.com/archives/
http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf

