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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 23  September 4, 2022 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating Paul’s 
request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this hour 
to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 

* Please Stand 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, 

 and of the ☩ Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us 
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. 

 Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 

of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
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 All Are Welcome  

  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray.  Direct us, O Lord God,  
All:  in all our doings. Grant us your continual help, that in 

all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we 
may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, 
bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

  

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their 
ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by 
loving and obeying the LORD; or choose death by following other gods. 

 

Assisting Minister: 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 
the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, 
and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will 
bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and 
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18I declare 
to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you 
today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that 
you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in 
the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob. 

 

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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 1Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with 
leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
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Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know 
from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing 
all other allegiances. 

 
25Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them, 
26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not 
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to 
build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has 
enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and 
was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one 
who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is 
still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none 
of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
  

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

 Will You Come and Follow Me  ELW 798 v 1,2,5  
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Assisting Minister: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one 
bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s good creation.. 

 God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 

… 

Pastor: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy 
Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

  

We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. www.sttim.org 

  

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. 
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 

the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

  

Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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The congregation may be seated 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

  

 Take Oh Take Me as I Am  ELW 814 
 In this Feast of Love  ACS 962  
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Assisting Minister: Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

  

Pastor: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
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 For the Life of the World  RWSB 244, v 1 & 3  
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister: Carrie Hoerauf  

Cantor(s): Volunteer Opportunity 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments:  Margaret Rodina and Helen Edwards 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires 

Altar Care: The Stone Family  

Assistant Minister: Volunteer Opportunity 

Cantor(s): Volunteer Opportunity 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Volunteer Opportunity 

Refreshments:  Judy Olson  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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September 4, 2022 

LECTIONARY 23 

The Fine Print of Discipleship 

A lot can go wrong in our lives. If you ever have any doubts, just read the fine print in a 
contract, where every worst-case scenario is spelled out. Sometimes we appreciate hav-
ing those challenges hidden away. When we are jumping into something new, it may be 
easier to take the leap if we don’t dwell too much on what can go wrong. 

But that’s not the approach Jesus takes when describing the commitment of discipleship. 
Instead, he uses big, bold terms to emphasize the struggles and conflicts ahead. Disciple-
ship with him will mean taking up a cross. It will mean confronting our most deeply 
held commitments—our possessions, relationships, and identities. In fact, the cross at 
the center of discipleship will be so burdensome that it will seem impossible to shoulder. 

Jesus’ words might scare us off if we miss the other half of the agreement. He doesn’t 
ask us to carry our cross alone. He will be with us as a partner who has already taken the 
journey from death to resurrected life. In discipleship, Christ leads us and brings the 
power of God to meet our challenges. Yes, Christ will call us to share the pain of his 
cross. He will call us to die to old habits, stuck ways of thinking, and broken relation-
ships. But he will also share with us the victory of his cross and the power to rise to new 
life. 

At baptism, we were marked with the cross of Christ forever. That cross marks all of the 
deaths we will face, but it also marks the beginning of an eternal life with God. Every 
time we gather in Christian worship, we participate once more in Christ’s journey from 
death to life. Around the table, we gather as Christ’s disciples, sharing the overwhelm-
ing burden of his cross but also its even more abundant victory. Here, our crosses are 
transformed by the community in which they are held and by Christ, who leads our way. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 



18 

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 

Friday, September 9, 2022 

Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-
day Colombia. His ministry was focused on the enslaved people who arrived there. He 
gave them food and medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Laura Snyder, daughter-in-law of Lucille Snyder Pires, who has had a stroke. 

The family and friends of Tom Barber. 
Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and 
the leaders throughout the world. 

Delores Heyl  

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 



20 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

This Week 

Sunday, 9/4 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 9/7 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 I Help Women 5:15 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 9/11 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 9/14 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

pastorsandi@sttim.org 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and and anytime for 
emergencies:  
831-262-6222 


