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“And the Publican, standing afar off…….smote upon his breast, saying, God be 

merciful to me a sinner” 

In The Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen! 

Last week, the Holy Gospel revealed to us our Blessed Lord’s sorrow over the 

blindness and hardness of those whom He had come among to proclaim His 

message and forgiveness. We learned of the tragedy of those who had defiled the 

Holy Temple, and who had made it a place of deceit and wickedness instead of a 

place of spiritual grace and blessing. The Lord Jesus reminded those children of 

the importance of the temple as a place of worship and light, and we found in that 

account a challenge directed to us, to be vigilant in guarding our souls against the 

attacks of those forces that would seek our spiritual ruin! 

Today the Lord Jesus uses the temple in a parable that cuts to the heart of the 

spiritual life, and guides us into understanding how easily we can slide into a false 

sense of ourselves, and a false sense of our relationship to our Lord. It is an 

invitation to look deep within, and discover something of the nature of our souls, 

and our absolute dependence upon our Blessed Lord Jesus and His Mercy, as well! 

Our Lord relates a parable about two men who went to the Temple to pray. But 

these two, as we shall learn, were as different as night and day in terms of their 

spiritual motives. The one, a Pharisee, was a member of the strictest sect of 

Judaism. He was a man totally devoted to the careful observance of the Law. A 

man who had I’m sure given his whole life to walking in obedience to the most 

minute requirements of the Law. It sounds so very commendable doesn’t it dear 

friends! Who wouldn’t want to lead a consistent and God pleasing life! But here is 

the great flaw that this man so grievously displayed in his approach to the Father of 

lights. Without really realizing it perhaps, he had fallen into the devilish trap of 

obedience without love! He was obedient yes, but he stands before the presence of 

God Almighty and parades his so called piety before the Lord by reminding Him 

of the depth and extent of his keeping of the Law. Instead of coming before the 

Lord in penitence and holy fear, he presents a sort of spiritual performance review-



expecting to be heard because of his own deserving! This poor blind Pharisee, was 

so dearly loved by God, and yet so far away from the kingdom of heaven! 

Bur there is someone else standing to pray in the temple that day- a poor broken 

man, man who would have been treated with contempt by his countrymen-the 

Publican. Here was a dear soul that dared not even mingle with the rest of the 

temple worshippers, but who stood separate and alone in that holy place, not even 

daring to lift up his eyes to heaven! 

What a contrast between these two souls-the Pharisee parading his supposed 

religious virtue, and the Publican- full of shame and grief of heart! But we learn 

from the Gospel that the Publican did bring a gift with him that the Pharisee would 

know nothing about, a gift of love that would open the door of heaven to answer 

the deep and painful need of the humble Publican! It was not the gift of a faultless 

life, or a testimony of a zealous living of the law! No, it was so much more 

precious than this-it was the gift of a broken and contrite heart! A heart that knew 

its weakness and failure- a heart that knew suffering and the darkness of sin and 

death! Here, in this prayer of the Publican, we see the glory of true humility and 

love rising to heaven from his poor and struggling heart! 

What a great difference there is in these two approaches to righteous living! The 

Pharisee is a painful reminder to all of us of the all too common error of trying to 

convince our Blessed Lord to grant our prayer because we have been so carefull to 

prove ourselves worthy of His love by our own often works and efforts- so often 

done without any real love for Him or for others. The other way-the blessed way is 

the way of the Publican. This is the life giving way of lowliness of heart, of true 

sorrow for our sins, and a longing for a new life of freedom and hope! 

In other words dear friends, this is the inner way marked by a true penitent heart, 

and a recognition of our spiritual brokenness and need! Here in the character of the 

Publican, we find a God pleasing pattern for our own spiritual lives! The Publican 

prays simply that God would have mercy upon him-always and everywhere, and 

that in spite of his fear and shame, he would simply trust that the gracious Lord of 

All would answer that simple prayer in mercy and pity-just as today`s collect asks! 

Friends, this Gospel account is so very necessary for all of us to take seriously. We 

need to remind ourselves often that it is the Grace and Mercy of our Lord Jesus 



Christ that is the source of any good that is within us! Without His sweet influence 

in our souls, we leave ourselves open to all of the unholy and deadly forces that are 

all around us, seeking the destruction of all that is good and true within us. But this 

can only occur when we seek to maintain that heavenly gift of a broken and 

contrite heart. This is a simple loving heart that desires our Blessed Lord and His 

holy will above and before all things. It means a heart and will that looks away 

from love of self and the world, and keeps its inward gaze upon the Holy Lamb of 

God. 

It was this life of contrition and faith that equipped the Holy Apostle St. Paul to be 

such a fearless proclaimer of the Gospel to the world, and it is that same inner 

brokenness that will draw down upon us those Divine Healing Graces that we all 

stand in need of. 

In this Gospel selected for this eleventh Sunday after Trinity, our Holy Mother the 

Church is calling us to ask for a new and holier way of living! We are called to 

imitate the blessed inner state of the poor Publican-that gift of a broken and a 

contrite heart that he offered in trust and love to the Father of All that had such 

great love for him, and whose heart burns with love for us as well. 

May we all seek the quiet and loving influence of the Holy Ghost to plant firmly in 

each and every one of us this precious gift of a broken and contrite heart, and may 

each of us find our joy in serving Him who is the most beautiful and most pure-our 

Lord Jesus Chris! 

                   Glory be to God for All Things!   AMEN 


