
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
The 12th Sunday after Pentecost August 28th, 2022 

As people of God, we celebrate Christ in the heart of Victoria through joyful worship, 

building inclusive community, and putting faith into action. 

St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the Lekwungen speaking people. 

We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion 

and marriage) are available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

 

 

 
 

Hochhalter, Cara B. A Parable - Where to Sit, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 

Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59048 [retrieved August 22, 2022]. Original 

source: Cara B. Hochhalter.  

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=59048
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Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria. We are a community of faith 

in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope, and love as part of this 

community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, 

inclusive, and serving community which is open to all. 

 

Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that 

reflect the long history and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and 

enjoy the words, music, and opportunity for prayer and to be a part of our community. 

 

Worship as we move forward in COVID-19: We are carefully gathering for worship in-person 

at 10am (Holy Eucharist) and 5:30pm (BCP Evensong) – no booking is required, and we 

continue to remain masked through the services and practice respectful distances and safety 

protocols. We encourage in-person attendance for all who are vaccinated, and if not-vaccinated, 

unable to attend in person, or feeling vulnerable or unable to mask we would encourage you to 

join via Zoom (email admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca for link) or through the livestream on the 

Website: https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/ 

 

We continue to share daily prayer online with a link on our website. 

 

Contacting Us: We are all learning ways to build community "at a distance." We are checking 

phone messages and answering emails. The main email for contact is: 

admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for yourself or for another, there 

will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact the 

church office at the above email address. 

 

You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and 

when we don’t. Please stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

  

mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
https://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
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10:00 am  Parish Eucharist 

The congregation is invited to join in the hymns, responses and prayers marked in bold print. 

Presider: The Reverend Stephanie Wood Intercessor: Jamie Lawson (via Zoom) 

Greeters: Christine Scott, Merle Wall Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lorraine Gates, Chuck Neilson                                            

Crucifer: Susanna Peterson Verger: David Pupak 

Readers: Sarah Kell, Erin Kelly Streaming Technicians: Karen Coverett 

Gospel: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum Music: David Stratkauskas        

Sermon: The Venerable Alastair Singh-McCollum                              

 

The Gathering of the Community 

As we seek to care for one another in pandemic, we remember that masks must be worn over 

nose and mouth in our services at all times, especially when singing. 

Prelude 

Land Acknowledgement and Welcome 

Processional Hymn  (NEP 644) THAXTED 

  

1. O God beyond all praising, 

we worship you today 

and sing the love amazing 

that songs cannot repay; 

for we can only wonder 

at every gift you send, 

at blessings without number 

and mercies without end: 

we lift our hearts before you 

and wait upon your word, 

we honour and adore you, 

our great and mighty Lord. 

2. Then hear, O gracious Saviour, 

accept the love we bring, 

that we who know your favour 

may serve you as our king; 

and whether our tomorrows 

be filled with good or ill, 

we'll triumph through our sorrows 

and rise to bless you still: 

to marvel at your beauty 

and glory in your ways, 

and make a joyful duty 

our sacrifice of praise. 

Words: Michael Perry (1942-1996); 

© by Jubilate Hymns, Ltd. (admin. by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188).  

All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net # A-719605 
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  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

and the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 All: And also with you. 

 

The Church Family Prayer 

  Loving God, 
 All:  you have called us to be your family  

and to celebrate our life together in worship.  

We pray now, for all members of our family  

as we gather in our church buildings, our homes, and online.  

Through your spirit keep us united in love.  

Bless each of us with your beloved friendship.  

Teach us, gracious God, how to be your church in these times.  

Help us to know that we are your people,  

that we are your Family, always.  

Amen. 

 

  Almighty God, 

 All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden.  

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name;  

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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Gloria John Merbecke (1510-1585), adapted 
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The Collect of the Day 
The Presider invites all to pray. Silence is kept. 

  Inviting God, 

  laying open your table to those without status or power, 

  and setting a place for the foreign and the unwanted: 

  overturn our tables of power 

  and teach us to receive bread from strange and wounded hands; 

  through Jesus Christ, the one given for all. 

 All: Amen. Prayers for an Inclusive Church (2009) alt. 

 

 

The Proclamation of the Word 

 Let us listen for the Word of God in Holy Scripture. 

 

The First Reading Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of 

Israel. Thus says the Lord: 

What wrong did your ancestors find in me 

   that they went far from me, 

and went after worthless things, and became  

worthless themselves?  

They did not say, ‘Where is the Lord 

   who brought us up from the land of Egypt, 

who led us in the wilderness, 

   in a land of deserts and pits, 

in a land of drought and deep darkness, 

   in a land that no one passes through, 

   where no one lives?’  

I brought you into a plentiful land 

   to eat its fruits and its good things. 

But when you entered you defiled my land, 

   and made my heritage an abomination.  

The priests did not say, ‘Where is the Lord?’ 

   Those who handle the law did not know me; 

the rulers transgressed against me; 

   the prophets prophesied by Baal, 

   and went after things that do not profit.  

  



 7 

 

Therefore once more I accuse you,  

says the Lord, 

   and I accuse your children’s children.  

Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, 

   send to Kedar and examine with care; 

   see if there has ever been such a thing.  

Has a nation changed its gods, 

   even though they are no gods? 

But my people have changed their glory 

   for something that does not profit.  

Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 

   be shocked, be utterly desolate,  

says the Lord,  

for my people have committed two evils: 

   they have forsaken me, 

the fountain of living water, 

   and dug out cisterns for themselves, 

cracked cisterns 

   that can hold no water.  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

  All: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm  81:1, 10-16 

Sing with joy to God our strength and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 

I am GOD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, 

“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 

And yet my people did not hear my voice, and Israel would not obey me. 

So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, to follow their own 

devices. 

Oh, that my people would listen to me! that Israel would walk in my ways! 

I should soon subdue their enemies and turn my hand against their foes. 

Those who hate GOD would cringe before GOD, and their punishment would last 

forever. 

But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat and satisfy them with honey 

from the rock. 

  Inclusive Language Psalter: A New Gender-Inclusive Adaption of the Book of Psalms, 

 Based on the 1979 Book of Common Prayer Text (Version for Congregational Use) 

 Edited and adapted by Adam Waddell, Hannah Bowman, the Rev. K.D. Jouce, and the Rev. Bailey Pickens  
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The Epistle Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 

by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember 

those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who 

are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let 

marriage be held in honour by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 

undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free 

from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, 

‘I will never leave you or forsake you.’ So we can say with confidence, 

‘The Lord is my helper; 

   I will not be afraid. 

What can anyone do to me?’  

 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and for ever. Through him, then, let us continually 

offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his 

name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such 

sacrifices are pleasing to God.  

 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hymn (CP 387) ENGELBERG 

 

1. All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine 

 didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 

 that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine: 

  alleluia, alleluia! 

2. Thou camest to us in lowliness of thought; 

 by thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 

 and by thy death was God’s salvation wrought: 

  alleluia, alleluia! 

3. Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 

 who wast a servant that we might be free, 

 humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 

  alleluia, alleuia! 

4. Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, thou 

 art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 

 and given the name to which all knees shall bow: 

  alleluia, alleluia! 

5. Let every tongue confess with one accord 

 in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 

 and God the Father be by all adored: 

  alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 Text: Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil.2.5-11); para. F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984). 

 Music:  Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924). 
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The Gospel Luke 14:1, 7-14 

  God is with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

  Hear the good news of Jesus according to Luke. 

 All: Glory to you, O Christ. 

  On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to 

eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.  

  When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them a parable. 

‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the 

place of honour, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by 

your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, “Give this 

person your place”, and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. 

But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your 

host comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honoured 

in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will 

be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’  

  He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 

do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbours, in 

case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a 

banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be 

blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of 

the righteous.’  

After the Gospel 

  The Gospel of Christ. 

 All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  
Following the Sermon there will be a pause for silence. 
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Commissioning for a Departing Friend  

  Alastair, you have been a part of this community, offering your gifts in the worship 

and whole life of our parish. We send you on you your way with our thanks, our 

prayers, and our blessing. 

 

  A question for the whole congregation: 

  Will you pray for Alastair in his ongoing life and work? 

 All: We will 

  Though many, we form one body in Christ. 

 All: We belong to one another. 

   By God's grace we have different gifts. 

 All: We will use them in faith. 

   Rejoice in hope, stand firm in trouble, be constant in prayer. 

 All: Filled with the Spirit may we all serve our loving God. 

 

   Loving God, we thank you for the gifts and talents which Alastair has brought to 

us; may he continue to share those gifts wherever he is called. With the whole 

community here, may we all continue steadfast in faith and humble in service, for 

our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake.  

 All: Amen. 

 

   May the nourishment of the earth be yours, 

   May the clarity of light be yours, 

   May the fluency of the ocean be yours, 

   May the protection of the ancestors be yours.        

   May the blessing of our loving God. Creator, Word and Holy Spirit, be with you, 

and remain with you always.  

 All: Amen John O'Donohue 

 

Prayers of the People 
Those who have asked for our prayers are listed at the end of the leaflet. 

 

The Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you. 

 All: And also with you. 

All may offer their neighbour a contactless sign of peace. 

  



 12 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Offertory Hymn (CP 78) SCHMÜCKE DICH 

 

1. Deck yourself, my soul, with gladness;  

leave the gloomy haunts of sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendour, 

there with joy your praises render 

to the Lord whose grace unbounded 

has this royal banquet founded; 

though all other powers excelling,  

with my soul he makes his dwelling. 

3. Shining Sun, my life you brighten; 

Radiance, you my soul enlighten. 

Joy, the best of all our knowing, 

Fountain, swiftly in me flowing; 

at your feet I kneel, my Maker –  

let me be a fit partaker  

of this sacred food from heaven, 

for our good, your glory, given. 

2. Lord, I bow before you lowly, 

 filled with joy most deep and holy, 

 as with trembling awe and wonder 

 all your mighty works I ponder –  

 how, by mystery surrounded, 

 depth no one has ever sounded, 

 none may dare to pierce unbidden 

 secrets that in you are hidden. 

4. Jesus, bread of life, I pray you, 

 let me gladly here obey you; 

 never to my hurt invited, 

 always by your love delighted: 

 from this banquet let me measure, 

 Lord, how vast and deep its treasure; 

 Through the gifts your hands have given, 

 Let me be your guest in heaven. 

 

Text: Johann Franck (1618-1677); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878); 

rev. Hymns for Today’s Church. © Hope Publishing Co. 

Music: Melody: Johann Crüger (1598-1662); harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. 

 

 

 

The Prayer over the Gifts 

  Merciful God, 

receive all we offer you this day.  

Give us grace to love one another 

  That your love may be made perfect in us. 

  We ask think in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services. 
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As we prepare to celebrate this Eucharist, we remember that we are the people of God. Near or 

far we are gathered together by the love of Christ. We remember that we are incorporated into 

the body of Christ. We join together in this celebration of our union in Christ. 

  Let us pray. 

  Thanks be to you, 

 All: Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given us, and all that you have 

borne for us. In our sharing in this Eucharist, in Church or at home, we ask 

you to come spiritually into our hearts. O most merciful redeemer, friend and 

brother, may we know you more clearly, love you more dearly and follow you 

more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 1,  

 Book of Alternative Services 

   
  It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, 

for you created all things. 

You formed us in your own image: 

in the wonderful diversity of gender you created us. 

When we turned away from you in sin, 

You did not cease to care for us  

but opened a path of salvation for all people. 

  You made a covenant with Israel, 

and through your servants Abraham and Sarah 

gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. 

Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom; 

through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation. 

  Therefore, with them, and with all your saints 

who have served you in every age, 

we give thanks and raise our voices 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 
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Sanctus   John Merbecke (1510-1585); arr. and organ acc. Healey Willan (1880-1968). 

 Arr. and organ acc. © Estate of Healey Willan. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605.  
 

 
 

Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you praise.  

In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ,  

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us,  

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.  

He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners;  

he opened the eyes of the blind  

and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom  

to the poor and to those in need.  

In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 

  On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,  

and when he had given thanks to you,  

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,  

‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 

  After supper he took the cup of wine;  

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,  

‘Drink this, all of you:  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.’ 

  Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice  

destroys the power of sin and death;  

by raising him to life you give us life for evermore. 

  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 All: Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
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  Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, 

and looking for his coming again in glory, 

we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, 

that all who eat and drink at this table may be one body and one holy people, 

a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory is yours, almighty Father, 

now and for ever. 

 All:  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer Ambrosian Chant 

 Priest: As our saviour Christ has taught us, we now pray: 

 
Music © 1985, Church Publishing Inc.  /  All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 

  



 16 

The Breaking of the Bread 

  We break this bread, 

to share in the body of Christ. 

 All: We, being many, are one body, 

for we all share in the one bread. 

The Communion 
  The gifts of God for the people of God. 

 All: Thanks be to God. 

 

All are welcome to receive communion, if you are sitting on the left hand side of the church (the 

North side) please go to the back of the Church. If you are seated on the right hand side OR 

require gluten free wafers please come to the front of the Church. You are welcome to receive 

bread and wine or just bread, both are full communion, as you are comfortable.  

 

Agnus Dei John Merbecke (1510-1585); arr. and organ acc. Healey Willan (1880-1968). 

Arr. and organ acc. © Estate of Healey Willan. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605. 

 
 

Following the Communion there will be a pause for silence. 

The Commissioning of the Community 
  One body are we. 

 All: For, though we are in many places, we spiritually share one bread. 

Prayer after Communion  

  Almighty God, 

you renew us at your table with the bread of life. 

May your holy food strengthen us in love 

and help us to serve you in each other. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All: Amen. The Book of Alternative Services 
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Blessing 
 

Dismissal  
  Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!  

 All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Recessional Hymn  (CP 377) REGENT SQUARE 

 

1. To the name of our salvation,  

 laud and honour let us pay, 

which for many a generation 

 hid in God’s foreknowledge lay, 

but with holy exultation 

 we may sing aloud today. 

3. ’Tis the name that whoso preaches 

 speaks like music to the ear; 

who in prayer this name beseeches 

 finds its comfort ever near; 

who its perfect wisdom reaches,  

 heavenly joy possesses here. 

2. Jesus is the name we treasure, 

  name beyond what words can tell; 

 name of gladness, name of pleasure, 

  ear and heart delighting well; 

 name of sweetness passing measure, 

  saving us from sin and hell. 

4. Jesus is the name exalted 

  over every other name; 

 in this name, whene’er assaulted, 

  we can put our foes to shame: 

 strength to them who else had halted, 

  eyes to blind and feet to lame. 

5. Therefore we in love adoring, 

  this most blessed name revere, 

 holy Jesus, thee imploring 

  so to write it in us here 

 that, hereafter heavenward soaring, 

  we may sing with angels there. 

    Text: Latin (Gloriosi salvatoris, 15th cent.); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

    Music: Kaspar Ett (1788-1847), Cantica Sacra, Munich, 1840; desc. Gerald Manning (1943 – ). © 

  

Please join us on Zoom for coffee hour. 

 

Please note there will be no Evensong this week. Services will resume in September. 
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Readings for September 4th – The 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 The prophet compares the people of Israel to a faulty pot that the potter 

scraps at the wheel and starts to build over again.   

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Knowledge of God’s intimate love fills the psalmist with wonder.   

Philemon 1-21 Paul writes to his friend Philemon, asking him to take back into his household 

an escaped slave, Onesimus, who has become a follower of Christ while in the same prison as 

Paul.   

Luke 14:25-33 Jesus urges his followers not to act on impulse, to think through their decision 

to follow him. 

 

 

Flowers 
Given to the Glory of God and with thanksgiving and gratitude for our anniversary and the love 

of our family from Lorraine and Andrew Gates 

 
 

 

 

The following people have asked for our prayers.  

Please keep them in your heart and mind as you go through your week. 

 Mark Daryl Doug and family 

 Nancy Eric Charlotte 

 Kat Joe & family Brian  

 Chris Pat Paul 

 Dr. John and family Steven, Melody, Sharon Pat 

  Jarka 
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The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
 

Stewards 

People’s Warden:  Joan Huzar 

Associate Warden:  Lorraine Gates 

Envelope Secretary:  Jim Harlick 

Rector’s Warden: Karen Coverett 

Associate Warden: Carol Anne Harper 

Treasurer:  David Buckman 

Parish Council 

Carol Denton, Daniel Fraikin, Marguerite Heppell,  

Erin Kelly, Miles Motture, Terry Needham, Judith Reid 

Synod Delegates 

Nancy Baal, Karen Coverett, Bill Huzar, Joan Huzar  
Staff Supporting the Ministry of St. John’s 

Incumbent:  The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 

Priest Associate: The Rev’d Stephanie Wood 

Volunteer Curate: The Rev’d Dr. John Thatamanil  

Director of Music:  David Stratkauskas 

Family Ministry Coordinator:  Ruth MacIntosh 

Parish Administrator:  Carol-Ann Zenger 

Honorary Assistant 

The Rev’d Canon Andrew Gates 

 

1611 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8W  2L5       Tel. 250-383-7169 / Fax 250-381-3573 

pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca or for urgent calls only, use 250-516-9565 

www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca    facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC 

twitter.com/StJohnVicBC     e-mail:  admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca  

 

 

 

 

mailto:pastoral@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca
http://www.stjohnthedivine.bc.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/St.JohnVicBC
http://www.twitter.com/StJohnVicBC
mailto:admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca

