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Be Smart, Get Wise: Better than a Brother 
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Nikki and I lived in South Korea for four years before coming here to pastor.  We were 
teaching English and paying off student loans.  And we loved Korea for all sorts of 
reasons, but one of the most profound things that stands out to me happened on almost 
every street corner around 10pm. 
 
So in Korea you can buy beer and something called soju, which is like a mid octane 
version of vodka, at every corner store.  And these corner stores have picnic tables set 
up outside on the sidewalk.  And so you can sit with your buddies and have a drink after 
all the responsibilities of the day are ended. 
 
And we used to live close to one of these corner stores and I would often see the same 
group of 70 or 75-year-old-men sitting around and laughing and talking with each other. 
 
And so I asked one of my Korean friends “who are these guys?”  And he responded.  
“Oh, they’re friends.  They’ve been living in this neighbourhood since they were kids.  
They went to kindergarten together, and they’ve been hanging out their entire lives.” 
… 
Welcome again if you are joining us online or in person.  We are spending the summer 
in the book of Proverbs which is all about wisdom and probability.  It’s a book designed 
to help people navigate the tricky questions of life where the options aren’t matters of 
right or wrong but rather better or worse.  And most of life is like that. 
 
So Proverbs says if we are going to live abundantly, like God wants, we need more than 
rules to guide us, we need wisdom.  And today Proverbs speaks to the matter of finding 
and crafting good friendship. 
… 
As we’ve been doing throughout this series, I’m going to start today by reading a 
selection of Proverbs from across the book.  So would you stand with me as we come 
before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 

A friend loves at all times, 

    and a brother is born for a time of adversity. (Proverbs 17:17) 

One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, 

    but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. (Proverbs 18:24) 

 

Whoever rebukes a person will in the end gain favor 

    rather than one who has a flattering tongue. (Proverbs 28:23) 

Wounds from a friend can be trusted, 

    but an enemy multiplies kisses. (Proverbs 27:6) 
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If anyone loudly blesses their neighbor early in the morning, 

    it will be taken as a curse. (Proverbs 27:14) 

Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house— 

    too much of you, and they will hate you. (Proverbs 25:17) 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 

 

Now friendship is not a particularly sensational topic.  Like when you are in the checkout 

at Superstore, and you are pretending not to look at all the magazines on the rack, you 

will find that none of them read: “Brad Pitt gets a new friend.”  Nobody cares who Brad 

is friends with.  What we want to know is who is sleeping with who.  Who is getting 

divorced.  And where the Royal family is going on vacation.  Somehow, we care about 

that.  Friendship is not a glamours a topic, but it is important. 

 

And while Proverbs has lots to say about romance and royalty it is much more 

concerned with how to live a good life than what is glamorous.  And along this vein 

Proverbs thinks that you won’t live a wise life unless you are discovering and developing 

great friendships.  It’s like a two-rung ladder that needs to be climbed.  And this is my 

outline if you’re taking notes:   

 

First, a friend has to be discovered, and then that friendship has to be developed.  But 

below this ladder is a foundation that acknowledges the great cost connected to great 

friendship.  And this cost necessitates that we tap into a Great Power if we are going to 

climb the ladder.  So discovered, developed and built on a foundation of great power.1  

This is Proverb’s wisdom of friendship. 

 

First, a friend has to be discovered.   

… 

You have probably heard the English proverb, “Blood is thicker than water.”  The point is familial 

bonds are stronger than the bonds you’ve got with your friends.  And Proverbs would agree in 

principle, but it also recognizes there is another side to the coin.  And so it says both “A brother 

is born for a time of adversity”, and “there is a friend that sticks closer than a brother.” 

 

In other words when the poop hits the fan; when you are in the middle of adversity, your family 

is going to be there because they are family.  But sometimes a friend is better than family. 

 

Now here’s how this plays out: You’ve probably got a weird relative.  And maybe they get really 

excited about conspiracy theories.  And so this means every Christmas you get to learn about 

how the earth is flat or hollow or something like that.   

 

 
1 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/friendship-5396/  (Accessed August 25, 2022) 

https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/friendship-5396/
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And your choice in the matter is whether to enjoy this conversation while eating candied yams 

or Brussel sprouts.  But you’re having the conversation because you are stuck with your family.  

Anybody live in a family? 

 

But we get to choose our friends, and they choose us.  And there is something special that 

happens when someone chooses to associate themselves with you.  So where do we find people 

like this?  Well Proverbs says: 

The heartfelt counsel of a friend 

    is as sweet as perfume and incense. (Proverbs 27:9) 

 

When you’ve got a good friend who can speak into your life their words are sweet.  And 

sweetness was an interesting concept in Israel. 

 

So in 18th century Great Brittan refined sugar was introduced to the diet of the common people 

for the first time.  And it quickly became the food nobody needs but everyone wants.  Before 

this, while people knew what sweetness was, it couldn’t be added to things like cranberries to 

make them edible, instead it was restricted to foods that were discovered to be sweet.   

 

And Proverbs says there is a parallel here with friendship.  At it’s core you discover it, you don’t 

build it.  Now later we are going to talk about developing friendship, but it’s a ladder and you’ve 

got to climb one rung at a time. 

 

So where do you discover a friend?  Well usually you discover a friend around a shared passion.  

And on this point Pastor Tim Keller makes a really interesting point.  He says: 

While you can have erotic love and friendship in the same person, in some ways there is 

nothing less like a friendship than a love affair.  Lovers are always talking to one another 

about their love, but friends hardly ever talk about their friendship.  Lovers are face to 

face absorbed in each other, friends and side to side absorbed in some common interest. 

~ Tim Keller 

… 

Now let’s pause to jump into a scenario.  Maybe you are here today and you wish you had a 

good friend, but you don’t know how to find one.  Maybe you’ve even asked people “Hey, do 

you want to be my friend?”  And that probably hasn’t worked out.  And so you are at a loss, why 

can’t I make any good friends? 

 

Keller’s insight here is profound.  Friendship doesn’t form because you want a friend, friendship 

forms on the road to another destination. 

 

So I’ve got two circles of friends that I’ve discovered in the city.  First there are a group of people 

I enjoy connecting with who are entrepreneurial and interested in real estate.  We are on our 

own journeys but it’s fun to pick each other’s brains and help each other out.   
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But the other circle I’m connected to is a bit more distinct.  It’s made up of pastors who are also 

short, skinny, moderately balding, middle-aged men attempting to cling to some semblance of 

youth.  And they’ve got to enjoy mornings.  Now this is a highly specialized subset of humanity.  

In fact, I thought I was the only one until I met Todd from College Heights.   

 

Friendship happens when you discover someone who is amazingly just as weird as you.  And 

they are going to the same place you are so you walk beside them on the way.  Or perhaps you 

spot them at the squat rack.   

 

But this is why people who aren’t doing anything have a difficult time making friends.  You have 

to be going somewhere in order to walk side by side with someone on the way.  Friendship is 

discovered on the road to shared passion or vision. 

 

But it doesn’t stop there; friendship also has to be developed.  And Proverbs talks about three 

attributes that you need to develop if any of your friendships are going to grow rich.  And each 

of them starts with a “C” for your note-taking pleasure.  So good friendships need consistency, 

emotional connection, and candor – I know “emotional connection” doesn’t start with C but you 

have to work with me. 

 

So first consistency.  Proverbs says “A friend loves at all times.”  Now this doesn’t mean a friend 

is with you all the time.  Fish and house guests stink after three days.  Or like Proverbs says, 

Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house— 

    too much of you, and they will hate you. (Proverbs 25:17) 

 

So a friend isn’t hounding you all the time, but they love you at all times.  In other words they 

are there for you through thick and thing.   

 

But there is also a time element here.  Deep friendships don’t happen over night; they are the 

product of years of shared experience.  And here is where Canadian culture works against us.  

Unless you are First Nations, either you or your ancestors uprooted their family to pioneer a 

better life for themselves in a new land.  North America is full of people who have left the 

familiar to try something new.  And we keep doing this.  So Nikki and I ended up in Korea, and 

lots of you have moved to be here today.  And others of you are on your way out to school or a 

job somewhere else.  That’s just life in Canada. 

 

But this means we don’t have what those 70-year-old men outside the 7-11 in Korea had.  And 

there is a certain poverty to this.  So if you’ve got a good friend, but you’re moving, think of a 

meaningful way to maintain consistency with them over the years.  It won’t happen by accident.  

But you don’t get these relationships back.  Consistency. 

… 

The second thing friends need to develop is emotional connection.  Proverbs says: 

A loud and cheerful greeting early in the morning 

    will be taken as a curse! (Proverbs 27:14) 
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So my wife loves to read.  But in a busy house full of little, and exceptionally demanding people, 

this means that covers don’t get cracked until the little cretins are under their own covers.   

 

And this also means there are times when I’m unaware of when Nikki goes to bed.  I’m getting 

up at 4:55, so by 10 my cognitive inability has completely exposed itself and I need to be 

sleeping.  But sometimes Nikki’s in a book. 

 

That’s the context, now here’s the lesson:  Just because Todd is happy to hand out high 5’s at 

5am doesn’t mean Nikki is interested in anything at all.  In fact it is stunning how negative a 

response you can get for an offer of service like: “Baby, let me rub your feet before the sun 

comes up.”  It turns out foot rubs offered at 5am will be taken as a curse.  And consequences 

will be handed out. 

 

So Proverbs is saying you have to develop an emotional connection with your friends.  You have 

to study them and learn what they want and how to speak their language if you are going to 

love them well.  Emotional connection. 

… 

The third thing a deep friendship needs to develop is candor.  Proverbs says: 

Wounds from a sincere friend 

    are better than many kisses from an enemy. (Proverbs 27:6) 

 

Friendly wounds versus wounding kisses.  So everyone has run into a Judas at some point in 

their lives.  Someone has said or done nice things in front of you and then cut you down behind 

your back.  These people can look like friends, but really they are enemies. 

 

But Proverbs isn’t warning so much against Judas as pointing us to Jesus.  Proverbs says value 

the wounds of a true friend; value the friendly wounds. 

 

Do you know that Jesus often said things to His closest friends that hurt?  Jesus didn’t say 

“That’s an insightful idea Peter, I respect your opinion.”  He said, “Get behind Me Satan.”  But 

Jesus said stuff like this because He loved Peter and saw where he was going wrong. 

 

So I wonder, do you have a friend like Jesus?  Not someone perfect, but someone who will 

speak the truth to you regardless of whether it might hurt.  Now this isn’t common. 

… 

You’ve probably had a conversation similar to one I had the other day with a young man who I 

like, but who isn’t a close friend.  And he mentioned some plans he has for his future.  But from 

what I know about this guy those plans are way out to lunch.  Like he’s not cut out for where he 

thinks he’s headed. 

 

But when he was sharing this I smiled and replied “Wow, that’s great!  That will be exciting.”  

And I did this because he hasn’t invited me to speak into his life.  If I would speak my mind, I 

would offend him – he wouldn’t talk to me anymore – and he wouldn’t listen anyway.  Have you 

had those conversations? 
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But here’s the truth: many times our friends are too emotionally engaged in their own lives to 

make wise choices.  But we can see what they don’t see because we are outside.  So “That girl is 

no good for you.  She’s using you.”  Or “You shouldn’t quit your job every time something goes 

bad, you need stability.”  Or “You’re hurt, so now is not the right time to make a major life 

change.  Wait for things to calm down.”  Our friends need our candor, and we need theirs. 

 

But candor only works when it’s invited.  See if you come up to me after the service with some 

great advice – “Dan, your preaching would really improve if you took a public speaking class.”  

Now, when you start talking I’m going to smile because I’m the pastor and I have to, but my 

defences are going to go up so fast I’ll never hear a word you say.  Are there any other 

closedminded defensive people here today?   

 

But the crazy thing is you might be right and my life would be better if I’d listen to you.  So how 

do we get past this?  

… 

Well, we need to invite a godly and wise friend to tell us the truth.  Don’t invite everyone, just 

one or two friends.  And ask them to tell you the truth.  But also ask them to warn you when 

they are about to do it so you can put your defences down.   

 

This might sound crazy, but it is an incredibly beautiful thing to have a friend who loves you 

enough to tell you the truth.  Candor. 

… 

So friends are discovered before they are developed.  Friendship starts when you are walking 

down the road and find someone going the same way.  But once you’ve discovered someone 

you need to develop that friendship with consistency, emotional connection and candor.  And 

it’s wise to do this because abundant life requires real friendship. 

… 

Alright, as you hear this I wonder if you are discouraged.  Maybe you’d love a friend like this but 

it feels impossible.  Or maybe you realize “probably the reason I don’t have any friends is 

because I’m not friendly by this kind of definition.” 

… 

I want to close today by asking where do we get the power to be the friends we ought to be in 

order to get the friends we desperately desire?  And for this we need to go to Jesus.   

 

In John 15 Jesus is just about to go to the cross.  He’s spending His last few hours with the men 

who have been with Him every day for the last three years.  And He is working to explain what is 

going to happen next.  And the words He uses in this moment are incredibly powerful.  He says: 

I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. 

Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have 

made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you so that 

you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in My 

name the Father will give you. This is My command: Love each other. (John 15:15-17) 

 



7 
 

Hours before Jesus’ arrest some of His last words invite His disciples, and us, into friendship.  

That’s powerful. 

 

And what we see here is that the friendship we can have with Jesus is discovered not built.  We 

can’t earn it.  So Jesus discovered each of the disciples and then invited them to join Him on 

mission.  “I chose you and appointed you to bear fruit.”  And Jesus does the same with us.   

 

So it’s no accident that you are here.  You are here because Jesus has extended the invitation of 

friendship to you.  It starts with Him because this was His plan from the beginning. 

 

Did you know that in the Garden God walked with Adam and Eve?  Side by side, like a friend.  

This is what God created us for.  And this is what Jesus invites us back into.  He wants to walk 

through life with you. 

 

And Jesus is the perfectly consistent friend.  He loves at all times - even while His disciples are 

falling asleep and running away.  And He loves us the same.  He loves you while you are letting 

Him down.   

 

And His emotional connection and candor is stark.  Jesus knows you better than you know 

yourself and He still loves you!  But while He comes to each of us where we are He calls all of us 

to change and follow.  He knows what is best for you, and He will let you know.  And He does 

this because He loves you. 

 

You see, when Jesus went to the cross His arms were nailed wide open for you and me.  “Greater 

love has no man than that He lays down His life for His friends.”  And Jesus has done this for us. 

 

In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus sweat blood while His friends slept, and the Father told Him 

“You will have to go to hell or you will lose your friends.  And Jesus said, “I’ll go to hell.”  Jesus is 

the ultimate friend who sticks closer than a brother.  And Jesus offers that friendship to you 

today.  Do you see Jesus?  Do you see how incredible His offer of friendship is to you? 

… 

If you do then the question is will you accept it?  Will you take Jesus’ offer even though you 

don’t deserve it?  You’re not His equal.  The God of the universe has stooped to your level to 

pick you up.  But will you let Him do it?  Will you let Him save you and make you into the friend 

of God He created you to be? 

 

If you will, then there is a second rung on the ladder: will you let Him do His work in your heart 

and empower you to become a friend to the people around you?   

 

Jesus leaves His friends with a command: “Love each other like I have loved you.”  It’s a big 

command, but everything Jesus commands us to do He also empowers us to perform.  Jesus 

never tells us to do anything we can’t do with His Spirit inside us.  So will you let the beauty of 

His love and grace for you flow out of you so you become a friend like Jesus to the people He 

has put you beside? 


