
Trinity 10, 2022 

“Because you did not know the time of your visitation.” (St. Luke 19.44) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Throughout the summer months, and into the Fall – as we continue in the Trinity Season – 

there are two main points being addressed by the readings. First, our calling as the children of 

God. That’s what we are: the daughters and sons of the  Most High God, the Blessed and Holy 

Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In Baptism, He adopted us as His very own and grafted us 

into His family. We belong to Him. He has come to live in us by His Spirit, and He has promised 

to come again and take us to be with Him forever in the land of everlasting Life. In that 

heavenly place, there will be no tears or sorrow, or pain. There will be no sadness or suffering 

or sin. There before the Throne of God, there will only be beauty and holiness and perfect Love.   

The second point being emphasized in the Trinity Season is the challenge of living life in this 

world as the children of God and followers of Christ. Needless to say it is difficult with the 

temptations and trials that come to us daily. But, as we are learning, we are not alone in this 

journey. The Lord is with us to strengthen and help us; and we have all of His spiritual resources 

in the Church to do what we must do. 

For example, last Sunday, we were reminded of the importance of being prudent – of making 

wise use of the things we have: our time, our talents, and all the other things in our possession. 

How can we use what we have to make the most of our opportunities for the glory of God and 

His purposes?  I have a friend who was into salvage (metal recycling) and homesteading. He 

kept a pig, some chickens, a horse and sometimes a cow. He cut his own wood and did some 

light trucking as well. He at making once said, “Never go home empty”. What he meant was, 

“Make good use of your vehicle and your time and the gas it will cost you; and if you are going 

to town to deliver something, make sure you have an errand or a pick-up to do there before 

coming home.  And if you don’t have a load to bring home, then wait until you do. Be prudent. 

Be wise. 

Mothers and grandmothers, and women generally, seem to understand this innately. They 

seem to be instinctively good at making prudent use of things. They know how to recycle left-

over food. They use bits of this and that and make delicious dishes. They are able to see how a 

room should be set up in order to maximize its potential. But they also have a special way of 

using their influence to bring their family together whether it for someone’s birthday or 

Thanksgiving dinner. They use their special powers in so many ways!   

 This point of making wise use of things for the greater good and for the glory of God is 

continued this morning. The Gospel describes how the Lord Jesus wept as He looked upon 

Jerusalem. In his commentary on the passage, William Barclay wrote this: 



“From the descent of the Mount of Olives there is a magnificent view of Jerusalem with the 

whole city fully displayed. As Jesus came to a turn in the road He stopped and wept over 

Jerusalem. He knew what was going to happen to the city.” 

In a few short decades – in the year 70 A.D. -- the city would be levelled because of the bad 

choices that were being made then, in Jesus’ time.  Jesus knew the utter destruction that would 

come and wept for those who would suffer and for those who were missing the opportunity for 

God’s Peace and Salvation. As Barclay says, “The tragedy was that if only the people had 

abandoned their dreams and taken the way of Christ it need never have happened.”  But, as 

Jesus said, “You knew not the time of your visitation”. 

One of the signs that Jerusalem had missed the Lord Jesus and the point of His message was the 

business going on in the Temple. From St. Matthew’s version, we know that this business 

included money-changers and dove-sellers. William Barclay has a helpful word on the situation. 

“Every male Jew had to pay a temple tax every year of half a shekel – equal to nearly two days 

pay. A month before Passover, booths were set up in all the towns and villages, and it could be 

paid there. In Palestine, all kinds of currencies were in circulation; but the tax had to be paid in 

the exact amount of half a shekel. This is where the money-changers came in. They charged 

people to varying amounts to make the proper change and it was a lucrative business! It has 

been estimated that their profits amounted to between 8000 and 9000 English pounds per 

year.” 

The point was that money became the ‘end-game’ – the main objective – instead of 

communion with God. And so Jesus said, “My House is the house of prayer but you have made 

it a den of thieves.” He wept, because although He was in their midst, doing miracles and 

teaching the Good News of the Kingdom of Heaven, the people were focused on material 

things. They did not make wise use of their opportunities. They did not know the time of their 

visitation by God’s only-begotten Son. 

This morning’s Epistle picks up on this point. St. Paul is speaking to the Corinthians about the 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, and what he wants them to understand is that these are given to every 

one “for the common good”. Whereas the people in Jerusalem were out for profit – every one 

for themselves – the new life of the Spirit is radically different. The Lord gives gifts to each and 

everyone of us, and they are to be used for the building up of the Church. As a family pools its 

resources and helps one another, so it should be with the Church.  

This raises a critical point in terms of the Church’s mission. How can the Church make wise use 

of the Spirit’s gifts to impact our culture? How can the Church reflect or mirror the new life of 

Christ for the salvation of souls? How can the Church use her God-given, spiritual resources to 

show the world real Hope and direct it to true inner healing? 

Please take another step with me on this point. Here we are, as the children of God and the 

Body of Christ, with a different perspective on what is good and true and important. Because of 



what Jesus has done for us on the Cross, and because of the Holy Spirit Who lives in us, we have 

a hopeful outlook. We recognize the value of sacrifice; of denying ‘self’ and our selfish desires. 

We realize that true love for neighbour must include kindness and patience because the Lord 

has been patient and merciful towards us. And so we strive to live faithfully with one another as 

an offering of thanksgiving and love for God.   

This code of conduct – this way of life – radically different as it is from the secular view, is based 

on our belief in eternity. We worship and serve the living God Who is eternal. He is from before 

the beginning of all things and in Him all things hold together. This world is temporary; indeed it 

is passing away. Not so with the Kingdom of Heaven – it is everlasting. 

Given that, our citizenship is above. Yes, we are to render unto Caesar the things that are 

Caesar’s. Yes, we are to obey the civil authorities and pray for them; but our reason for doing 

what we do, and living the way we live is from a higher calling. There is no civil law that says 

you must love your neighbour. There is no legal instruction that compels us to feed the poor.  

The point is simply this: having received the new life of Christ, through the Holy Spirit, how can 

we use the Spirit’s gifts wisely in our everyday life for God’s glory? How can we do that 

corporately as the Church in this down-town neighbourhood; how can we do that as individual 

Christians wherever we live and work?  

The words of Jesus to the people of Jerusalem are truly haunting. He wept because they did not 

know the time of their visitation. God Himself was among them, in Christ, and they did not 

recognize Him. It is a Word for us corporately as a Congregation, and for each one of us as 

individuals. Each and every one of our hearts is to be a holy place, a temple where Christ is 

enthroned and where the Lord is worshipped. Every soul is to be the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

And, likewise this building and property, consecrated as it is from all common and profane uses, 

is to be used for only holy purposes. 

Individually and corporately, we are called to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit for the common 

good, for the glory of God and for the salvation of souls. Let us not miss the opportunities from 

the Lord as Jerusalem did. 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit…                                                     


