
Hebrews: Jesus is Better                                                  Study Notes 
Lesson 30 - Hebrews 12:25-29 

Main Idea

God has spoken to us in the person and work of Jesus Christ. If we, like the Israelites, reject 
his merciful Word, we still will not escape his coming judgment.


Study Questions

1. How is God’s speaking in the new covenant different from his speaking in the old 

covenant? How does the author use the heaven-earth contrast to draw out these 
distinctions?


2. In view of the wonders and privileges of the new covenant, what warning does the author 
give his readers (see 12:25).


3. The writer of Hebrews identifies God as a speaking God throughout his letter (see 1:1; 4:7; 
11:4). Why is it important to remember that our God speaks to his people? What does it 
mean to reject his words?  How is the word he has spoken through Jesus Christ a message 
of both grace and judgment?


4. Many people have a difficult time with comprehending God’s wrath. Why must we talk 
about God’s wrath when we talk about the gospel? Why is God’s wrath an essential 
component of the gospel of Jesus Christ?


5. After this future shaking occurs, what will remain? What is it that “cannot be shaken”?


6. How should we respond to this assurance (see 12:28)?


7. How does the promise of God’s impending judgment motivate you to live a holy life and to 
continue receiving his word today? How does it lead you to offer acceptable service to God 
and worship him?




8. Why does the author encourage  his people to be grateful about receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken?  How does this encourage us to endure in our faith?


9. Why must reverence and awe characterize true Christian worship?  What does it mean to 
worship God with reverence and awe (See Romans 12:1)?


10. Why do you think the author brings this section to a close with the quotation from 
Deuteronomy 4:24, “Our God is a consuming fire”? How does this reminder stoke your 
reverence and awe of him?


Whole-Bible Connections  1

Kingdom. In many ways, the garden of Eden functions as a prototype of God’s kingdom. 
Adam and Eve were to serve as vice regents and exercise dominion over Eden as God’s 
kingdom (Gen. 1:26-28). However, when Adam and Eve attempted to dethrone God, the Edenic 
kingdom was shaken, paradise was lost, and the entire human race was exiled (Gen.3).  Later 
in the biblical narrative, God’s people desired a king because of their lack of faith (1Samuel 8). 
Even the greatest of Israelite kings fail to live up to God’s ideal (1 Samuel 31; 2 Samuel 11-12; 
1 Kings 11:1-6). However, Jesus came as the true and perfect king to reign with righteousness 
and justice forever (Heb. 12:22-24,28). Christ inaugurated the kingdom of God in his first 
coming and will consummate his kingdom at his second coming (Luke 17:20-22; Rev.1:9; 
11:15). Jesus is the second Adam and eternal King in the kingdom that cannot be shaken, the 
eternal paradise of God.


Personal Reflection 
What is one specific lesson you can take from this study and apply it to your life?


How do these reflections affect your walk with the Lord?


What things do you need to pray about concerning your relationship with God?
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