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INTRODUCTION 
Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we have a 
place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility and mutual 
love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 
 
 
 
WELCOME AND PRELUDE (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path 
but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, 
we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, 
we have too often passed by on the other side. 
Set us again on the path of life. 
Save us from ourselves 
and free us to love our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! 
God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Earth and All Stars! (ELW 731) 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the 
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
FIRST READING: Proverbs 25:6-7 
A reading from Proverbs. 
 6Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence 
  or stand in the place of the great; 
 7for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” 
  than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 112 
 1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
  and have great delight in God’s commandments! 
 2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
  the generation of the upright will be blessed.  
 3Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
  and their righteousness will last forever. 
 4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
  the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
 5It is good for them to be generous in lending 
  and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 6For they will never be shaken; 
  the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.  
 7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
  their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 
 8Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
  until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 
   they will hold up their head with honor. 
 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine away; 
  the desires of the wicked will perish.  
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
A reading from Hebrews. 
1Let mutual love continue. 2Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3Remember those who are in prison, as 
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though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 
were being tortured. 4Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 
undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. 5Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake 
you.” 6So we can say with confidence,  
 “The Lord is my helper; 
  I will not be afraid. 
 What can anyone do to me?” 
 7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. 15Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 
fruit of lips that confess his name. 16Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 
on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 7When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When 
you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in 
case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 9and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace 
you would start to take the lowest place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite 
you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Will You Let Me Be Your Servant (ELW 659) 

 
 

CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
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and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

For the church and its leaders, we pray. Uphold all deacons, pastors, and bishops who serve and 
teach your people. Awaken in your church a spirit of invitation that reaches ever outward. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For the well-being of creation and its inhabitants, we pray. Stir in us reverent awe for the 
beauty of the natural world, for oceans and lakes, rivers and streams, forests and deserts. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For the nations and peoples of the world, we pray. Sustain the efforts of those who pursue 
justice and equity for all. Defend and accompany all immigrants and refugees and all who are 
persecuted for their ethnic origin or religious beliefs. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, we pray. Be present with those who live in isolation 
or fear, especially those who are incarcerated or detained. Comfort all who are sick or grieving 
especially those we name now aloud or in our hearts... Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For this congregation and its ministries, we pray. Prepare children, teachers, and youth ministry 
directors for a new year of learning. Embolden our witness to invite others to the table. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
For all the saints who confessed God’s name, we give thanks. May we cling to the promise of 
our risen Savior, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and forever. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
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Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; 
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN UPDATE 
For Luther Hasely who had surger on Wednesday and for Linda Batey’s cousin, Bill Hunter, entering 
hospice care. 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church app! 
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OFFERTORY    Rich in Blessings 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, 
in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, 
the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 

When sin had scarred the world, 
you sent your Son to heal our ills 
and to form us again into one. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his acts of healing, 
his body given up, 
and his victory over death, 
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: 
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread, 
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, 
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet. 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING 
The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING SONG    Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: 
Steve Chikosky; Time with Children: Lucy Crawford; Livestream: Kay Cleland; Greeter: Mike 
Cleland; Acolyte: Meena Juedes; Ushers: John Laughlin 
 


