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Loved by God; Loving Others. 

Fed by God; Feeding Others. 
T

h
e
 S

h
e
p

h
e
rd

’s
 V

o
ic

e
 

M
o
n

th
ly

 N
e
w

sl
e
tt

e
r 

o
f 

S
h

e
p

h
e
rd

 o
f 

th
e
 V

a
ll

e
y
 L

u
th

e
ra

n
 C

h
u

rc
h

 

My internship supervisor recently died. I just found out through the Living Lutheran 
magazine and I’m sad the church lost a good and faithful pastor. Bob was a lumberjack 
from International Falls, MN before he became a pastor. You might know International 
Falls because it often sets the record for cold temperatures. He looked like a lumberjack 
from a cold place. Bob was soft spoken, incredibly shy, and a gifted pastor.  
 
Goodridge was a town of 100 on the edge of Red Lake Reservation and we served six 
congregations between us on a Sunday. Bob was not quick with compliments, but when 
we accepted three more congregations on top of the three we were managing, he said he 
thought I was adequate enough to manage. That was wild praise. 
 
Internship was lonely and Northwest Minnesota was not my land, but Bob taught me 
how to bury people. He was able to weave together enough truth about the person with 
a unique story from scripture that helped us all recognize the good news of God’s em-
brace was for the deceased and for us all. Small towns often know too much about each 
other so hard truths had to be acknowledged without embarrassing a family, but he 
taught me if you don’t acknowledge those hard truths then no one will believe the truth 
of the gospel.  
 
We had some rough patches and there were times I wondered about what I was getting 
into with this pastor stuff, but Bob was a remarkable story teller and incredibly percep-
tive about humanity. There were times I craved feedback or more lively interaction, but 
what I got was Bob and that was the gift I needed.  
 
When I was getting ready to leave Goodridge, we were gifted matching bowling jackets 
with our names on them from the congregation and a beeswax carving of St. Ambrose, 
the patron saint of bees. Legend has it that when Ambrose was an infant, a swarm of 
bees settled in his mouth, said to be a sign he would become a great orator. His preach-
ing was reported to ‘sound as sweet as flowing honey.’  
 
Bob was wise and a good preacher. We exchanged Christmas cards until this last year 
and I appreciated his unique reflection on life. I sent him the church newsletter and eve-
ry other year or so I would get a message on the answering machine where he read an 
article and wanted me to know he thought I was doing all right. His last call, when he 
told me his was sick, he offered so many compliments about my ministry that I knew 
this had to be serious.  
 
Internship was one of the most uncomfortable years I have ever survived, but I learned 
so much. We are moving into faith formation opportunities and some of the learning 
will be uncomfortable and hard, but our hope at the end is not that we know more. Our 
hope is we are transformed in faith, to weave the truth of our lives with the truth of 
God’s story and know God’s embrace for us and for all the world. 
 
Rest in peace Bob and thank you for a ministry that let so many others rest in God’s 
peace. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Tari 
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Faith Formation at SOV 
We hope you’ll join us as part of your faith journey.  

 

One of the gifts of our time on pilgrimage in June was realizing again the power of small groups. We en-
courage everyone in the congregation to get involved in one of the many small groups available almost 
daily this month. Some are a four-week commitment and some will continue through the year. As we fig-
ure out how to gather again after the isolation of the pandemic, please risk getting involved and growing in 
faith and connection to each other and God. All books for the book studies will be purchased with grants 
from Thrivent.  
 

Following is the Sunday morning schedule (please note that middle and high school students have gather-
ings on Labor Day, Monday, September 5).  
 

Sunday Schedule at SOV 
8:45 am Men’s Group typically gathers to read through the scripture for the day and check in about 
  life. Sometimes there is breakfast. 
9:30 am  Worship. 
10:30 am Coffee fellowship.  
10:45 am Faith Formation for All Ages. 
 

Adult Study: Difficult Words of Jesus by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine led by Mark and Teresa Kissel. 
A synopsis of the study: Jesus provided his disciples teachings for how to follow Torah, God’s word; he told them 
parables to help them discern questions of ethics and of human nature; he offered them beatitudes for comfort and 
encouragement. But sometimes Jesus spoke words that followers then and now have found difficult. He instructs 
disciples to hate members of their own families (Luke 14:26), to act as if they were slaves (Matthew 20:27), and to 
sell their belongings and give to the poor (Luke 18:22). He restricts his mission (Matthew 10:6); he speaks of dam-
nation (Matthew 8:12); he calls Jews the devil’s children (John 8:44). In The Difficult Words of Jesus, Amy-Jill Lev-
ine shows how these difficult teachings would have sounded to the people who first heard them, how have they been 
understood over time, and how we might interpret them in the context of the Gospel of love and reconciliation. 
   

Post-High: Our Whole Lives (OWL) on Zoom with Macey Fredenberg.  
 

High School: Our Whole Lives (OWL) in-person with Scott Hinton and Pastor Tari. 
  Please note: The first gathering for high school students is 4:30 pm, Monday, September 5. 
  They will have an Escape Room Experience, pizza, and the first OWL session.  
 

Information about Our Whole Lives (OWL) - Parents are children’s primary teachers, but what is society teaching 
our children about sexuality? OWL is an antidote to sexualized media messages, peer pressure, misinformation and 
prejudice. It provides accurate, age-appropriate information, puts sexuality in the context of values and personal re-
sponsibility, supports healthy decision making, and strengthens social skills. These skills and values help prepare 
youth to make healthy choices for life. More details on page 3 of the newsletter.  
 

Middle School: In-person & sometimes on Zoom with Glenn Mitchell & Janalynn Doten-Ferguson.  
   Monday, September 5 6 p.m. Escape Room Experience  
   Sunday, September 11 Who was Martin Luther? 
   Sunday, September 18 The Reformation 
   Sunday, September 25 Mentoring 
 

1st-5th Grade - Holy Moly with Steve Carls and Linda Landvik. 
 

Preschool-1st Grade - Holy Moly with Natalie Morgen and Simon Smith. 
 

Weekday Small Groups and OWL 
Since faith formation doesn't just happen on Sundays, please see page 3 of the newsletter for details about 
the weekday small groups and OWL.  
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Weekday Small Groups 
 

Mondays beginning September 12 
Noon, in-person at SOV.  
Being Mortal led by Eileen Hosey. 
In his bestselling books, Atul Gawande, a practicing sur-
geon, has fearlessly revealed the struggles of his profes-
sion. Now he examines its ultimate limitations and fail-
ures, in his own practices as well as others, as life draws to 
a close. And he discovers how we can do better. He fol-
lows a hospice nurse on her rounds, a geriatrician in his 
clinic, and reformers turning nursing homes upside down. 
He finds people who show us how to have the hard con-
versations and how to ensure we never sacrifice what peo-
ple really care about. Riveting, honest, and humane, Being 
Mortal shows that the ultimate goal is not a good death but 
a good life – all the way to the very end. 
 

Tuesdays beginning September 6 
7 pm, on Zoom led by Kristina Abbott. This group typical-
ly reads through a book of the Bible together.  
 

Wednesdays beginning September 28 
6 pm, on Zoom led by Kelly Marciales & Glenn Mitchell.  
A study of the book Me and White Supremacy. This eye-
opening book challenges you to do the essential work of 
unpacking your biases, and helps white people take action 
and dismantle the privilege within themselves so that you 
can stop (often unconsciously) inflicting damage on peo-
ple of color, and in turn, help other white people do better, 
too. 
 

Thursday Gatherings Led by Pastor Tari  
September 22—Dinner and Devotions at 530 pm.  
Family friendly dinner, craft, & short worship for all ages. 
 

September 29—Discipleship Academy at 530 pm.  
Over a two-year cycle, this study will engage leaders in 
deeper study and practices of faith. We will explore theol-
ogy, Biblical languages and exegesis, proclamation, grief 
coaching, radical hospitality, Our Whole Lives facilitation, 
Alaska Native perspectives on grace and faith, and Con-
gregational Leadership with Steinke. Ask Pastor Tari if 
you have questions and/or join us for this first session to 
find out more about it.  
 

Coffee Talk Fridays beginning September 9 
9 am, in-person at SOV. Led by Becky Corson. 
Morning coffee (or tea) and devotions. We will use the 
devotion book Jesus Calling, but are flexible. You are 
welcome to bring your favorite devotion book to share.  

Our Whole Lives (OWL) 
There are several opportunities for people 
to participate in the Our Whole Lives 
ministry this fall. High school and post-
high are going through the curriculum 
during Sunday morning Faith Formation. 
Also, there are small groups for parents 
and caregivers offered during the week 
(see below).  
 

Parents are children’s primary teachers, 
but what is society teaching our children 
about sexuality? Our Whole Lives is an 
antidote to sexualized media messages, 
peer pressure, misinformation and preju-
dice. It provides accurate, age-
appropriate information, puts sexuality in 
the context of values and personal re-
sponsibility, supports healthy decision 
making, and strengthens social skills. 
These skills and values help prepare 
youth to make healthy choices for life. 
 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) values:  
•Self Worth 
•Sexual Health 
•Responsibility 
•Justice and Inclusivity 
 

OWL models and teaches caring, com-
passion, respect, and justice. It helps ado-
lescents address their attitudes, values, 
and feelings about themselves, their sexu-
ality, and others’ sexuality. Participants 
are guided by trained facilitators through 
an engaging curriculum that addresses 
topics most important to young adoles-
cents, including those typically excluded 
from sexuality and health education.  
 

Tuesday Group 
6 pm, September 13 & 20. Parents and 
Caregivers as Sexual Educators Small 
Group. This cohort is able to add three 
more people for the next section. Please 
talk to Pastor Tari if interested. 
 

Thursday Group 
6 pm, September 8 & 15 Second cohort 
of Parents and Caregivers as Sexual Edu-
cators Small Group. Please talk to Pastor 
Tari if interested. 

More Opportunities for Faith Formation 
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Many Hands & Many Hearts!  
Serving with Love at SOV 

We’ve got a healthy list of ways to get involved. Check out these ways to contribute your generous gifts of 
reflection, time, money, food, or prayers. Prayers are appreciated for any and all of our ministries. 
 

Strategic Planning Session 
5:30-8:30 pm, Wednesday, September 14 at SOV (dinner provided). Timi Tullis is the strategic planner for 
the state boards of education and is guiding us through a planning session so we can set priorities for mis-
sion and building for the next year. The pandemic left us scattered and this time together will help us gath-
er in vision and mission. There may be a Zoom option if there is interest. 
 

Winter Fund 
Please prayerfully consider donating 10% of your Alaska PFD to the winter fund. Our costs increase sig-
nificantly in the winter and this helps us cover those costs.  
 

SOV Service Opportunities—Worship Servants 
If you’re not currently on our rotation roster of worship servants, but are interested in serving as a lay as-
sistant, reader, or greeter at Sunday morning worship, please let us know in the church office.  
 

Glory Hole Meatloaf 
We will cook and serve our traditional meatloaf meal on Wednesday, September 21.  Keep an eye out for 
the online sign-up sheet for needed contributions of time and food.   
 

Family Promise Hosting Week—September 25 to October 2 
We are hosting from September 25-October 2. We won’t know for sure if we have a family to host until 
later in the month; please keep an eye out for the sign-up sheet. Our hosting responsibilities will be to pro-
vide nightly dinners at 6 p.m.; evening hosts every night from 6-9 p.m.; and overnight hosts on Sunday 
evening and Saturday evening (as of now, FPJ provides staff for overnights from M-F).  
 

The church will also be used to house a Family Promise family from October 2-9, but that week will be 
“hosted” by the Family Promise Board of Directors.  

Columbarium      

Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
worked on the columbarium 
committee. It is installed and 
looks beautiful! We are able to 
start doing services, so please 
talk to Pastor Tari if you would 
like to schedule one. 
 

There are still niches available. 
We will continue to sell them 
at $1250 for a double and $750 
for a single. Order forms are 
available in the back of church 
or on-line. 
 
 

Food Pantry News 
 

One important Ministry of SOV is our food pantry. Twice a week 
we open our doors to provide grocery staples to many families, 
seniors, and others.   
 

We’re continuing to provide food deliveries to those homebound 
and seniors on Wednesday afternoons, and in-person on Saturday 
mornings. The numbers on Saturday morning are steadily grow-
ing and the Wednesday numbers are stable. 
 

At the same time our shelves are a bit more sparse these days,  
and we’re asking for your consideration to drop off some canned 
or dry goods to help us keep a variety of items available for distri-
bution. Hunger never takes a holiday it seems and it is our hope to 
keep our doors open and the welcome mat out. 
 

Thanks for your consideration and please let us know if you have 
any questions or concerns. 
 

Eileen Hosey 
Council Representation—Social Concerns Committee 



5 

 
The Shepherd’s Voice—September 2022 

Summer Lunch 2022 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers and staff who 
made summer lunch a success this year. This was 
our first year with private funding after working 
with the USDA for the past five years. The attend-
ance is still pretty erratic as kids and families con-
tinue to figure out life with COVID. We had 13-60 
kids a day with an average of 35 daily. That de-
manded a lot of flexibility, but we were able to 
manage leftovers strategically.  
 

This ministry still overflows with God sightings 
and the teenage staff is learning how to work and 
how to offer hospitality and conflict resolution. 
 

A huge thank you to the Benito and Frances C. 
Gaguine Foundation for their support as well as 
the Alaska Community Foundation and private 
donors. Thank you to Pat McLear and Lisa Linde-
man for their work in the garden. 
 

Thank you to Hannah Harvey for guiding the pro-
gram, Rosemary Kiessling for activities, Teresa 
Kissel for volunteer coordination, and Annette 
Ranger for leading the serving crew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Play is the highest form of research. -Albert Einstein 
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You’re Not Alone. 
Please reach out by phone or through the 
link on the website to schedule a visit 
with the pastor or any of our life coach-
es. We have six life coaches who are 
trained to walk with people during stag-
nant times when they are trying to figure 
out what happens next, overwhelming 
times, or even to check in during normal 
times.  

Let the Blessings Overflow 
Good News and Celebrations in September 

Sunday Worship 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. We worship in-person 
and on Zoom. The Zoom invite for worship 
is published in the weekly church email. 
Masks are encouraged, but not required.  
 

Newsletter Sponsorship 
If you are interested in sponsoring a month 
of the newsletter in honor or celebration of 
something or someone, let us know. The 
suggested donation is $100. Call or email 
the church to let us know which month you 
would like to sponsor and any wording you 
want included.         
 

Birthdays 
2 Beverly Loveid 

4 Sharon Mitchell 

5 Amanda Swanson 

8 Amanda Duvall 

8 Deb Tempel 

9  Scott Hinton 

10 Norman Carls 

13 Braden Jenkins 

13 Joy Will 

14 Philip Fenumiai 

15 Corinne Orsborne 

16 Sue Nielsen 

19 Kirt Stage-Harvey 

20 Sam Kiessling 

21 Mariel Odum 

24 June Morgen 

24 Robert Varness 

Anniversaries 
10 Glen & Cherie Oliver 

21 Julie & Jeff Jenkins 

Baptismal  Birthdays 
12 Karen Stumpf 

27 Lena Rasmussen 

29 Kristin Wright 

Answers 
 

Answers to prayers come in various ways, 
sometimes in minutes, sometimes in days. 
And some take years to fully unfold 

the harvest of love and blessings they hold. 
 

Answers to prayers come in various forms, 
sometimes in sunlight, sometimes through storms. 
Some blossom early, and some blossom late, 
but each one will flower — have faith and wait! 
—Helen Inwood, His Mysterious Ways 

A Moment for Prayer   
Prayers for visitors to our pantry, and 
other food pantries in Juneau, that 
these folks find not just food, but 
friendly faces and genuine caring. We 
also pray for Pastor Tari Stage-
Harvey; Alaska Synod Bishop Shelley 
Wickstrom; and ELCA Presiding 
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  
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Food Pantry Hours  

9-10 am on Saturdays (in person only) 

Deliveries available Wednesdays to home-
bound folks. Call the food pantry direct line 
for information or fill out the pantry form 

on our website: www.sovlutheran.org 

Food Pantry Direct Line: 907-500-3588 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

9-10 am Pantry 

4 

845 am Men’s Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

5 

Labor Day 

 

430 pm High School 
Escape Room, Pizza, 
and OWL 

6 pm Middle School 
Escape Room 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Zoom Devos 

7 

 

 

 

 

Pantry Deliveries 

8 

 

 

 
 

6 pm OWL Parents 
& Caregivers Thurs-
day Group 

9 
9 am Coffee Talk 
Devos at SOV 

10 

9-10 am Pantry 

11 

845 am Men’s Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see page 2) 

12 

Noon Devos at SOV 

(Being Mortal) 

13 

 

 
 

6 pm OWL Parents 
& Caregivers Tues-
day Group 

7 pm Zoom Devos 

14 

 

 
 

Pantry Deliveries 

 

530 pm Strategic 
Planning at SOV 

15 

 

 

 
 

6 pm OWL Parents 
& Caregivers Thurs-
day Group 

16 

9 am Coffee Talk 
Devos at SOV 

17 

9-10 am Pantry 

18 

845 am Men’s Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see page 2) 

19 

Noon Devos at SOV 

(Being Mortal) 

20 

 

 
 

6 pm OWL Parents 
& Caregivers Tues-
day Group 

7 pm Zoom Devos 

21 

 

SOV at Glory Hall 

 

Pantry Deliveries 

 

Council Meeting 

22 

 

 

 

530 pm Family Din-
ner & Devotions 

23 

9 am Coffee Talk 
Devos at SOV 

24 

9-10 am Pantry 

25 

845 am Men’s Group 

930 am Worship 

1030 am Coffee 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see page 2) 

26 

Noon Devos at SOV 

(Being Mortal) 

27 

 

 

 
 

7 pm Zoom Devos 

28 

 

Pantry Deliveries 

 

6 pm Zoom Study 

Me & White Supremacy 

29 

 

 

 

530 pm Discipleship 
Academy 

30 

9 am Coffee Talk 
Devos at SOV 

 

 

<—–—————SOV’s Family Promise Hosting Week (September 25 to October 2)——–————> 

  

The September calendar is overflowing with events for all ages. We hope you 
will join us for one or more events as part of your faith journey. There are events 
happening in-person and on Zoom. As we figure out how to gather again after the 
isolation of the pandemic, please risk getting involved and growing in faith and 
connection to each other and God. Details about all of these events can be found 

in the newsletter. If you have questions, call or email the church office.  
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Return Service Requested 

Your church family is here for prayers, visits, and encouragement. Please call if 
you would like a visit from Pastor Tari, or anytime you can use a kind word.   
 
Pastor Tari enjoys opportunities to go for walks while visiting with folks.  Feel 
free to call her and plan a time to go for a walk.   
 
We would also love to hear from you with comments about or submissions to The 
Shepherd’s Voice.  If your address has changed, or if you no longer wish to be on 
our mailing list, we want to know that too.   

Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey, Pastor 

Please see inside the newsletter for the many ways we are connecting.  
 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. (via Zoom and in-person)  

Faith Formation for All Ages:  See page 2 & 3 of newsletter for details. 

In-Person Food Pantry:  9-10 am Saturdays 

Deliveries available Wednesday evenings to homebound folks. Call the pantry direct line for information.   

Food Pantry Direct Line (call with questions): 907-500-3588 
 

The Shepherd’s Voice:  Editor, Becky Corson and Production/Distribution, Lewis Gates 


