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Luke 12:49-56 

In 2016 I watched with fear the Fort McMurray wildfire. The fire 

was huge and covered approx. 1600 acres. Upwards to 88,000 

people were evacuated and about 3,244 buildings were 

destroyed. Amazingly there was nobody killed directly in the fire 

but there were a reported 2 indirect deaths. We watched in fear 

for all those who live in that area, people, and wildlife. My horse 

friends and I sympathized with all who were trying to save their 

livestock. I was also relieved to find out that friends and family I 

have in the area were able to safely make it out. 

When I was reading today’s gospel the thought of Jesus lighting a 

fire and then baptizing stuck with me.  

When we think of wildfires we think of the destruction of habitats 

and nature but what happens after the fire is put out? In the path 

of a fire is new growth. I was reading about the aftereffects of a 

fire like that when I was looking up the stats of the Fort McMurray 

fire, and it is interesting what new growth there is. When nature is 

looking after itself some of what happens is the plants and trees 

that have been struggling to survive in that environment don’t 

come right back, if at all. A landscape can regenerate without 

necessarily returning to its previous mix of trees and plant life. 



Oaks might replace pines, or drought-tolerant shrubland might 

take the place of the moisture-loving trees. Which kind of plant 

community recolonizes the burned forests depends on a region’s 

climate in the months and years after the fire. Fire can be 

destructive but also the reason for regrowth with something new 

and different, in some areas maybe better for what is happening 

around it. That is why farmers will do a controlled burn along 

fence lines, to burn out weeds and hard to eliminate growth and 

have grass and weeds that are less intrusive, and maybe  

produce fewer seeds.  

The fire Jesus is wishing to do is one that will help you with 

regrowth. To burn out undesirable thoughts and actions. Jesus 

wants to kindle a fire of change, the fire of God’s active presence 

in the world. No wonder he is so eager to strike the match.  

The fire is followed by the talk of baptism, which has a promise 

inherent within it. Baptism is not meant to be simply an easy, 

joyous occasion. On the one hand, baptism is promise for us on 

the other hand, for Jesus, baptism leads to death on the cross so 

that we might have life. His death turns our baptism into joy and 

celebration. It was a promise to dedicate your life to follow God’s 

law. A regrowth to follow Jesus. What a wonderful way to look at 

a baptism, it puts the fire out so we can have a regrowth. After 

some though about fire and baptism I came to this thought I wish 



to share with you that summarizes it. Jesus has a control burn 

with all of us. He from time to time comes along and sees in us 

weeds, old brush and starts the burn. Remembering our baptism, 

our promise to God, puts out the flames and allows us to regrow, 

stronger in our faith. An interesting, exciting way to think of it.  

The regrowth is still ongoing in Alberta. The wildlife and 

landscape are still changing. People still feel the effects, but it 

seems for the most part, embrace the change and are becoming 

stronger. As we work on a regrowth with Christ how will you adapt 

and regrow? 


