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Are You Able to Drink the Cup that I Drink?

August 21, 2022

Mark 10:35-45


Introduction

[TITLE SLIDE 01] Good morning.  In our ‘Questions Jesus Asked’ series, we have 
completed 5 questions and we have 3 more to go.  Who’s ready for a mid-term quiz 
this morning?  


Let’s remind ourselves: our goal and desire is to enter into the life of Jesus by sitting at 
his feet and taking in his teaching so that we may think well, worship well, and invite 
the Holy Spirit to change uses that we may live well.  


Back in the middle of July, we began this series by worshipping Jesus as a 12 year old 
boy who was so clearly aware of his identity as the Son of God that he could ask his 
frantic mother - didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?  

• We then heard the very pointed question from Jesus regarding judging others - 

‘why do you see the speck in your brother’s eye when you have a plank in your own 
eye’?  


• We were challenged to love even our enemies as Jesus asked us - ‘what is your 
reward if you love only people who love you’?


• We were encouraged to trust as we heard Jesus as ‘why do you worry about what 
you will eat or wear’?  


• We were called to pay attention to the stories that we tell ourselves and we were 
reminded to look at the big picture of the Bible and see it as a story with a main 
character who suffers and dies in order to gain victory as he asked his friends ‘was 
it not necessary for the Messiah first to suffer and then enter his glory’?   


Just before we jump into today’s question, please allow me to make an observation 
and give you a homework assignment

• Observation question: as we look at the various questions Jesus is asking, who is 

his primary target audience?  Who is he really trying to teach and train by means of 
these questions?  What I observe is that, yes, Jesus teaches the crowds and 
challenges the religious leaders, but it seems to me, that his real passion with many 
of these questions is to equip his disciples and the growing band of followers, men 
and women, who would be those that would take up his mission in the world 
following his death, resurrection and ascension.


• Homework assignment: as you read through the gospel stories, be attentive to how 
much of Jesus’ teaching energy was specifically directed toward the small but 
growing band of disciples.  He was lovingly equipping them for what was to come.  

• This is certainly exemplified in our question today which is directed first to 2 

disciples, and later expanded to include all of the 12 chosen disciples.


Here’s our complete question from today’s text:

[SLIDE 02] Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?”
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Let me restate this question more bluntly with what I believe we will come to see is 
Jesus’ underlying meaning.  “Are you able to suffer greatly for following me; and are 
you ready to die because of your faith in me??” 

• Re: cup.  If you were here when we were studying the Lord’s prayer and we came 

to the phrase ‘Forgive us our debts’, perhaps you recall that Scripture clearly 
speaks about how Jesus paid for the sins of the whole world by drinking the ‘cup of 
judgement’ - the cup that is full of God’s justified wrath against everything that is 
wrong, everything that is evil in this good world the he has made.


• Re: baptism. As we observed in our recent baptismal service, immersion in water 
represents going down into death with Jesus and coming up out of the water 
represents resurrection with Jesus.  


Let there be no mistake about it.  This question from Jesus is a deeply challenging one.   
Jesus is asking here, “James and John, you are eager to join in my mission on the 
earth, but are you ready and willing to identify with me in my suffering and in my 
death?” 


And let us also recall from the text that Jesus not only asked this question, he told his 
friends clearly that they would drink from the cup and be baptized with this baptism - a 
reality that did come to pass.  


What exactly is Jesus teaching his friends by means of this question?

[SLIDE 03] Jesus is tipping upside down the normal human understanding of 
power, authority and glory, and calling his friends to embrace a ‘cruciform’ life.


Let’s seek to probe these ideas by making 3 observations from the story surrounding 
this question.


3 observations from the story:

• an outrageous request but understandable misunderstanding 
• the supreme example of the cruciform life 
• the upside down nature of the cruciform life 

First then, we see how 2 disciples have

[SLIDE 04] an outrageous request but understandable misunderstanding 

James and John are our culprits as the story opens…


This seems outrageous on 2 fronts

A. Because of the identity of James and John

• I wonder if you might have had a similar emotional reaction to this story as I had.  

As I read through other parts of the NT, these are 2 men who command huge 
respect and adoration!  

• These are a part of the inner circle of Jesus (Peter, James and John)
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• They were the ones invited up the mountain when Jesus was transfigured 
before them; they were the ones invited to the place of prayer in the Garden 
of Gethesemane…


• John is the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’

• Recently, our CG completed a study of John’s Gospel - what an amazing 

writer!  What an amazing picture of the life of Jesus he paints!  

• How is it, that these 2 dear brothers, could act so… childishly, so much out of 

self-interest?


B. Because of the brashness of their request.

• Listen to their language, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of 

you.” “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”

• How self-serving!!?

• How can it be that these 2 men (plus the other 10) who were the foundation 

stones of a movement that would change the course of history as we read it in 
the book of Acts, could be presented in such a poor way here in this story?  


• Let me answer that question with 2 observations:

• 1) Many commentators point to this raw and non-flattering presentation of 

the disciples as an indicator of the authenticity of the Gospel accounts here.  
If you were to make up a story about a Messiah and his great followers, 
wouldn’t you want your heroes to be people of strength and good character?  
Yet here we have them presented to all with all of their flaws.


• 2) Having even these men presented as being sometimes weak, sometimes 
selfish and foolish, gives me encouragement.  I know that sometimes I act 
out of foolishness and self-interest.  If God could use such weak people as 
James & John are showing themselves to be, then God, by his grace, can 
use people like me also.  


I want to suggest, however, that as outrageous as this request is, from a human 
perspective, there is something understandable about it, especially if we try to put 
ourselves into the first century Jewish mindset.

• Jewish people, even if they didn’t read their Scriptures very carefully, were 

nonetheless looking for the Messiah to come and ‘restore the kingdom to Israel’.  
This was their great national hope.


• Jesus, by his miracles and powerful teaching, was proving himself to be the one 
they had been waiting for.  Certainty was growing in the minds, especially of Peter, 
James and John, that Jesus really was the promised Messiah from God.  


• Their hopes are building, but this story clearly shows how their expectations 
regarding how the kingdom would be establish.  They expected him to ride into 
Jerusalem, overthrow the Romans and restore rule back into Jewish hands.


• James and John are anxious to play a key role in this new kingdom.  They want to 
be alongside, right next to King Jesus!  


• They had taken literally Jesus words in Matt 19:28

[SLIDE 05] Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when 
the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me 
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will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Matt. 
19:28)


• From this, then, we may have some sympathy, or at least understanding as to 
how this outrageous request came to be in the minds of our brothers.  


• They were on their way to Jerusalem.  Excitement was building about what the 
Messiah would do to establish the kingdom once they got there.  


• From our privileged historical perspective, we may look back at Jesus’ words and 
actions, both before and after this incident, is that this was in fact, a serious 
misunderstanding of the nature and timing of the coming of God’s kingdom.  


Let us then look at some of Jesus’ actions and words…


[SLIDE 06]  the supreme example of the cruciform life


A definition of cruciform:  adjective. being in the shape of a cross; cross-shaped 
(www.dictionary.com)


A cruciform life is a life shaped by the cross.  


Michal Gorman is an American NT scholar who has written quite a lot on this topic.  He 
suggests that the cruciform life is a life that is characterized by:


“letting the cross of the crucified Messiah be the shape, as well as the source, of 
life in him. It is participating in and embodying the cross.”  

Paul and the Cruciform Way of God in Christ, Michael J. Gorman,  Journal of Moral Theology, Vol. 2, No. 1 
(2013): 64-83 


All of this language points to Jesus and the example that he set.  The more we 
immerse ourselves in the story of Jesus, the more we see that the focus of his life was 
the cross.  In fact, it was the cross and resurrection of Jesus that sets him apart from 
any other human in the history of the world!  And if we look for it, we can see that his 
whole life on earth was shaped by the cross as THE reason and purpose for which he 
came.  


His purpose in coming into the world was to suffer and die, so that we humans, who 
were under the sentence of death, might have the opportunity to believe and receive 
the gift of eternal life!  


The cross of Jesus represents the ultimate act of selflessness and of self-sacrificing 
love.  The whole of Jesus’ life was shaped by this selflessness.  

• “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners [ie. enemies], Christ 

died for us.” Romans 5:8


Let’s look first at some of his actions.

In the opening part of our Scripture reading, we read these words.


http://www.dictionary.com
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[SLIDE 07] “And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 
walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were 
afraid.” (Mk. 10:32)

• Try to picture yourself in this crowd.  Feel the intensity of emotion in this scene.  

• The Gospel writers make much of Jesus going to Jerusalem

• Luke 9:52 describes Jesus ‘resolutely’ setting his face to go to Jerusalem


•  Look at the emotions in the crowd…

• The text tells us the disciples are ‘amazed’ (astonished), and the crowd following 

were afraid. Why?

• Why is this such a big deal?

• Jerusalem is the place of power and authority.

• The Messiah, in the people’s minds, is the true and rightful king of the Jews.  Surely 

there will be conflict when they arrive in Jerusalem.  Surely there will be much 
bloodshed as the Messiah sets about to overthrow the Roman authorities and take 
his rightful place on the throne!  


Only Jesus knows that the only blood to be shed in Jerusalem will be his.  Listen to his 
words to the disciples.  


[SLIDE 08] And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen 
to him, saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death and deliver him over to the Gentiles.  And they will mock him and spit on 
him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” (Mk. 10:32-34)


Notice 2 things with me:

1) The intentionality of Jesus - Jesus knew his mission on earth and his whole life 
pointed toward it.  

• Jesus is modelling for us the upside down nature of the kingdom of God

• The way up is down

• The way to defeat death is to die

• The way to abolish suffering is to endure it and identify with it

• The way to gain life is to lose it.  

• Jesus is very intentional, not just with his words, but also in his actions

• Here we see him setting his face resolutely toward Jerusalem, the place of agony, 

suffering, separation from God and death.  


2) The selective hearing of the disciples

• This is now the 3rd time Jesus has repeated his announcement of the coming crisis 

in Jerusalem - you can read the other 2 times in Mark 8 & 9

• The disciples don’t get it.  But can we blame them?

• If we were in their shoes, wouldn’t we also have struggled to grasp what this all 

meant…

• It’s so much easier to imagine sitting on thrones beside Jesus and ruling with 

him that it is to imagine suffering and dying with him…
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• But please come with me to the end of our reading, where we discover that the 
selective hearing of the disciples was not just about the words Jesus was saying, it 
was about the prophecies of the Old Testament related to the coming of Messiah.

• Jesus actually quotes here from the prophet Isaiah in these words


[SLIDE 09] “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mk 10:45)


Isaiah 53:5 says, “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 
we are healed.”


The whole middle section of Isaiah’s prophecy speaks so clearly about the Servant of 
God who would suffer and die.  And yet, for the most part, 1st century Jews awaiting 
their Messiah couldn’t really come to understand what that meant, and so it appeared 
to be something like a problem of ‘selective hearing’.  


James and John, in our specific story here, had visions in their heads of thrones beside 
Jesus, and ruling with authority, and being higher and more powerful than the other 10 
disciples and Jesus, through this very direct question, is challenging their complete 
misunderstanding of the nature of God’s kingdom and awakening them to a whole new 
set of values where the way up is down and the way to greatness is through self-
sacrifice and serving others.  


[SLIDE 10] Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?”


Having already observed:

• an outrageous request but understandable misunderstanding 
• the supreme example of the cruciform life 

Let us now turn our attention to Jesus’ specific teaching to his disciples

[SLIDE 11] the upside down nature of the cruciform life


This is where it gets specific, practical, challenging and personal! 


By now the other 10 disciples of Jesus have heard that James and John are trying to 
weasel their way into the best positions of authority in the kingdom and they are 
indignant!  Who do they think they are???


Jesus sits them all down for a lesson - and I want us to be sure to catch the key word 
in this lesson.
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[SLIDE 12] And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those 
who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them.  But it shall not be so among you. (Mk. 10:42-43)


Earlier we suggested that in this story, Jesus’ primary teaching point is to turn upside 
down the usual human understanding of power, authority and glory.  


James & John eagerly wanted to participate in the mission of Jesus in the world.  But 
they wanted to do it in a world-like way, where strong people hold power over weaker 
people.  Jesus here, by his dramatic question, is re-orienting their thinking and their 
values in this area.  


A couple of years ago, at the International Church where I served previously, we did a 
study of the Gospel of Luke where we traced the Greek word ἐξουσιά (authority) 
through the story of Luke’s gospel.

• Jesus is presented to us as God become human; He is the Creator of everything 

that exists and therefore possesses infinite authority

• But how does he use his authority??

• To forgive sins

• To heal the sick

• To perform sign miracles which point to the beautiful purposes of God on earth

• To confront religious teachers that have a totally wrong picture of God and his 

kingdom

• How does he NOT use his authority

• To defend himself

• To avoid suffering

• To put himself forward


Remember what we already noticed about the cross - it is the ultimate picture of 
selflessness, of self-sacrificing love.

• The cross is the place where we see the ultimate example of laying down his real 

authority in order to suffer and die to bear the punishment that should have been 
yours and mine.  


• This is the nature of authority in the kingdom of God!!


And so Jesus says very pointedly:

[SLIDE 13] But whoever would be great among you must be your servant and 
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. (Mk. 10:43-44)


This, I believe is Jesus calling us to live a cross-shaped life, a cruciform life, a life 
characterized by self-sacrificing love.    

Just like Jesus, we all have authority.  Some of have positions of leadership in our 
workplace or homes.  The question is, how will we use this authority?

• To push ourselves forward at the expense of others?

• To protect our reputations?
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The challenging question that comes to us from this text is: 

[SLIDE 14] Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the 
baptism with which I am baptized?”

• Are you willing to radically identify with Jesus in his suffering and death? 

• Are you ready to truly live, day by day, a cross-shaped life marked by self-sacrifice, 

a life radically others-centred?   

• Are you willing to set aside personal gain so that others might prosper in the 

kingdom of God?  


I mentioned that this is the 3rd time Jesus has tried to explain the true nature of what 
was to happen in Jerusalem.  If we go back to Mark 8, after the first time we hear a 
strong call from Jesus…


Mark 8:34-35

34  And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
35  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the gospel's will save it.


‘Deny yourself’, ‘lose your life’ - these phrases also capture the heart of what it means 
to life a cruciform life.  


Back to the writing of Michael Gorman:

“Cruciform love resists the temptation to make myself the focus of everything, 
even of my spirituality. Cruciform love refuses to exercise rights, powers, 
privileges, spiritual gifts, and so forth, if their use will do me good but someone 
else, or a community of which I am a part, harm. It liberates me from myself and 
for the other.” (p.389)


Michael Gorman, Cruciformity, Paul’s Narrative Spirituality of the Cross, from https://
tabletalktheology.com/2015/09/24/the-cruciform-life-michael-gorman-on-pauls-narrative-
spirituality/


I want to invite us all to pause for a moment and ask the Holy Spirit of God to shine the 
light of this text into our lives.  

• Think specifically about the nature of your relationships with people around you 

now - your family, your friends, your co-workers, your neighbours

• Could it be said that your life is a cruciform life in the context of these relationships 

right now?  Is your life characterized by self-sacrificing love for those specific 
people?  

• Is there some selfishness, or self-interest that you might need to confess to 

Jesus?  Can you bring that to him now?  


[TITLE SLIDE 15]

What of James and John? 
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Not long after Jesus had been raised from the dead and returned to his Father, the 
apostles ran into opposition and persecution from the Jewish authorities that had put 
Jesus to death. Read Acts 3-5 for the full story.


Let me simply quote the response of the apostles, among whom are James and John


Acts 5:40-42

40  and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them 
not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41  Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 
42  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

They did drink the cup of suffering.


Re: James

Acts 12:1-3


1  About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to 
the church. 
2  He killed James the brother of John with the sword, 
3  and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. 

James suffered death for the sake of Jesus.  


Conclusion [also invite the music team forward now]


I would like to close with 2 hymns - 1 we will read together and the other we will sing.


This first hymn is written by the apostle Paul

Philippians 2:3-11


[SLIDE 16]

3  Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves.

4  Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. 

[SLIDE 17]

5  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,

6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 

[SLIDE 18]

7  but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.




 of 10 10

8  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

[SLIDE 19]

9  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name,

10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 
11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

The final hymn is written by Elvina Hall in 1865.  As the story goes, she composed the 
lyrics during her pastor’s inordinately long prayer.

Please stand and sing: “Jesus Paid it All”. 


