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The Majestic Glory of Christ and His Powerful Word 

2 Peter 1:16 – 21 

Introduction  

• Jesus is the Word of God and Romans says it is the Word of Christ – Romans 

10:17. Why is Jesus called the Word? God had John write that in the opening of 

his Gospel and here is why.  

John 1:1 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God 

• A principle originating in classical Greek thought. The Greek word logos 

(traditionally meaning word, thought, principle, or speech) has been used among 

both philosophers and theologians. In most of its usages, logos is marked by two 

main distinctions - the first dealing with human reason (the rationality in the 

human mind which seeks to attain universal understanding and harmony), the 

second with universal intelligence (the universal ruling force governing and 

revealing through the cosmos to humankind, i.e., the Divine) 

• John took a very important, but common word of the day among philosophers 

and capitalized it by attributing it to Jesus. Jesus was the ultimate Logos in 

John’s mind. The search for the true God was over.  

• In the New Testament, the phrase "Word (Logos) of God," found in John 1:1 and 

elsewhere, shows God's desire and ability to "speak" to the human. The Christian 

expression of this communication is evidenced in the Christ, who is the "Word 

become flesh." In these three biblical words, Christianity points to the possibility 

of union between the human and the divine, or the personal and the absolute. 

God's logos, which the Christ represents, acts as a bridge between the human's 

inner spiritual needs and the answer proclaimed by the Christian message. - 
https://www.pbs.org/faithandreason/theogloss/logos-

body.html#:~:text=In%20the%20New%20Testament%2C%20the,%22speak%22%20to%20the%20human. 

• Into our world Jesus came the first time to not only be the physical form of God 

but to speak the very words of God in the language of the day for all humanity to 

hear!! John used a word of the day and redefined it to its ultimate meaning found 

in Christ.  

John 1:14 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth 

• This morning, Peter is going to show us how majestic Christ and God are and the 

power of the words sent to us by the Holy Spirit, written down for us to read, 

study, obey and apply to our lives.   

https://www.pbs.org/faithandreason/theogloss/logos-body.html#:~:text=In%20the%20New%20Testament%2C%20the,%22speak%22%20to%20the%20human
https://www.pbs.org/faithandreason/theogloss/logos-body.html#:~:text=In%20the%20New%20Testament%2C%20the,%22speak%22%20to%20the%20human
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Scripture Reading 

2 Peter 1:16 – 21 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the 

voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with 

whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from 

heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 And we have the prophetic 

word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from 

someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will 

of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

Purpose: Every Christ follower must base their faith and behavior on the Word of God 

that is the only source of truth and life.  

Transition: Peter starts us off today by giving us a summary of his eyewitness account 

of the glorified Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration 

The Glory of Christ Revealed  

• The coming revelation of Jesus’ majesty 

2 Peter 1:16  

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty 

o Peter is writing to persecuted believers scattered around the known world 

at the time and they are weary and barraged with persecution but also 

false teachers. Because of their condition, they were vulnerable to 

following false teachers. Next week and throughout the rest of 2 Peter, we 

will be describing the characteristics and the teachings of false teachers.  

o In verse 16, “for” is there linking the thought he closes out this chapter 

with, with the previous thoughts of chapter one. Notice in verse 16 it says 

“we do not follow cleverly devised myths” 

o These truths were to be preserved for all time because they were truth 

and backed up by eyewitness accounts and history.  

o Most religions have myths or fables about how the world came about. 

Most religions claim that they are myths or fables but they are to be 

believed even though there is no basis on which to believe them 

Japanese Flag and Map of Japan 
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Illustration: Japanese Creation Myth - Long ago all the elements were mixed 

together with one germ of life. This germ began to mix things around and around 

until the heavier part sank and the lighter part rose. A muddy sea that covered the 

entire earth was created. From this ocean grew a green shoot. It grew and grew 

until it reached the clouds and there it was transformed into a god. Soon this god 

grew lonely and it began to create other gods. The last two gods it made, Izanagi 

and Izanami, were the most remarkable. 

One day as they were walking along they looked down on the ocean and 

wondered what was beneath it. Izanagi thrust his staff / sword into the waters and 

as he pulled it back up some clumps of mud fell back into the sea. They began to 

harden and grow until they became the islands of Japan. 

The two descended to these islands and began to explore, each going in different 

directions. They created all kinds of plants. When they met again they decided to 

marry and have children to inhabit the land. The first child Izanami bore was a girl 

of radiant beauty. The gods decided she was too beautiful to live in Japan, so 

they put her up in the sky and she became the sun. Her name was Amaterasu 

Their second daughter, Tsuki-yami, became the moon and their third and unruly 

son, Sosano-wo, was sentenced to the sea, where he creates storms. Later, their 

first child, Amaterasu, bore a son who became the emperor of Japan and all the 

emperors since then have claimed descent from him. 

o Peter is absolutely convinced of what he is writing about here because he 

lived it and saw it with his own two eyes. He says “we” which includes 

James and John at the event we are about to talk about, the Mt. of 

Transfiguration.  

o “Cleverly devised” – to make wise, sophisticated, subtly concocted ideas, 

to disguise lies 

o “Myths” – legendary stories of gods / heroic figures participating in 

miraculous events and extraordinary feats of amazement. They are pagan 

and fake. Manufactured stories with no basis in fact.  

o In contrast, Peter and the Apostles are making known, imparting new 

revelation from God 

o The second half of verse 16 is referring to the event that you will see as a 

heading in your Bible – The Transfiguration or The Transfiguration of 

Jesus.  

Matthew 17: 1- 9 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, 

and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 

before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as 

light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 

And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make 
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three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was still 

speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 

cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But 

Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they 

lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 9 And as they were coming 

down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the 

Son of Man is raised from the dead 

Context 

o This is shortly before Jesus is crucified and rose again.  

o This was called a holy mountain – most likely Mt. Hermon 

o The Father was reassuring Him of His love and commitment to Him and 

what He was about to endure 

o The disciples got a glimpse of Jesus in His exalted and glorified state. 

They were so afraid; they fell to their faces on the ground. 

o This was a preview of Jesus returning to earth the second time with all 

power and in all of His glory 

Matthew 24:30 

Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of 

the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 

heaven with power and great glory 

Matthew 25:31 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on his glorious throne 

o Elijah represented all the words and teachings of the OT prophets and 

Moses’ represented the Law that was given to him by God.  

o Jesus would be the fulfillment of the Law and the one to carry it on.  

o Notice in verse 9, that Peter, James and John were told by Jesus not to 

tell anyone of the vision they experienced until after His resurrection.  

o Let’s continue on in 2 Peter with this teaching in mind.  

• The preview of Jesus’ majesty 

2 Peter 1:17 

17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was 

borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased,” 

o Peter said that Christ received honor – His exalted status with the 

Father. He was given the highest respect and recognition that could be 

given 
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Philippians 2:9 - 11 

9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 

above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father 

o He received glory – He shone with radiant splendor, divine, 

unparalleled brightness 

o God spoke at Jesus baptism and now on the Mt. of Transfiguration 

▪ The Father affirming His Son is say that He is equal with Him, in 

relationship with Him and the Holy Spirit in the Trinity, made of 

the same essence and same as the nature of God. Jesus was 

perfectly righteous 

o God is called “Majestic Glory” here and that is on the only time in the 

Bible God is referred to in this way.  

Deuteronomy 33:26 

“There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides through the heavens to your help, 

through the skies in his majesty” – Jeshurun, the noblest and best among you.  

• The eyewitnesses to Jesus’ majesty 

2 Peter 1:18 

18 We ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him 

on the holy mountain 

o Eyewitnesses here in the Greek means – spectators, general 

observers 

o Peter is emphasizing that this was experienced by more than Himself 

and rooted in fact. Peter is answering the accusation by his critics, the 

false teachers, by proving this is not a made-up story. 

▪ These verses confirm Peter’s testimony of Christ. 

▪ Second, they are proof that suffering leads to glory in God’s will 

▪ Third, this is proof that Jesus would come a second time to set 

up His kingdom 

o This had to be what the Transfiguration was about. Jesus came the 

first time in meekness and humility balancing grace and truth. But not 

the second time!! What should be our attitude now as we wait for His 

sudden and unannounced return? 

I John 3:1 – 3 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 

children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is 

that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will 
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be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 

because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him 

purifies himself as he is pure. Seek holiness in your lives 

Application: We will witness the full glory of Christ when we see Him just as He is. 

Transition: Jesus was the special revelation of God and now Peter turns to the written 

revelation of the Word of God that would be given to man for all time going forward. He 

talks about how the Holy Spirit illumines us in verse 19, reveals the Word in verse 20, 

and shares how the Word of God is inspired in verse 21.  

The Word of Christ Revealed  

o God did not just depend on oral teaching or eyewitness accounts of the 

apostles to pass on the Word of God 

o He used the Holy Spirit to record the scriptures.  

Quote: “The Reformers believed scripture to be God’s Word written. It was 

trusted, not doubted. It was studied, not ignored. It was taken as the final 

authority with regard to those matters on which it spoke or made affirmations. 

God had not revealed everything. The Bible did not expressly contain all the truth 

that could be known. But what the Bible did teach was believed to be completely 

trustworthy. Truth in any other area would not contradict biblical truth. Starting 

from Scripture, one could find the true knowledge of reality.” – Baptists and the 

Bible – L. Russ Bush and Tom J. Nettles 

• The Word of God is authoritative 

2 Peter 1:19 

19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do 

well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and 

the morning star rises in your hearts 

o It is our final authority. Nothing trumps the Word of God for absolute 

truth.  

o In the current times of our culture, absolute truth is heresy. Truth is so 

relative that each individual can have and create their own truth and 

everyone should be accepting and tolerant of it.  

o Notice Peter says “we” again but now he is talking about Church Age 

believers 

▪ We possess the Word which is even greater than the 

experiences of the apostles 

▪ We believe the prophetic statements (all the OT teachings) that 

Jesus would come and is coming again!! 

▪ You will do well to pay attention – be awake, be alert, be ready, 

don’t be drawn away by false teachers 
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o Lamp shining – Greek word means an oil burning lamp. This is a 

metaphor for the light that the Word of God is in a dark place 

Psalm 119:105 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path 

o Peter contrasts the light of the Word with a description of a dark, 

murky, swamp like place. The fallen world under Satan’s power with 

people who are blind to the truth. Scripture provides light in a darkened 

world 

o The day dawns– God’s next event on His calendar of redemption is the 

rapture of the Church. This is probably pointing beyond that to the 

second coming of Christ when sin, darkness and evil comes to an end.  

o Morning star rises on our hearts. Morning star – Light bringer. Jesus is 

described in the Bible as the bright and morning star in Revelation 

22:16. He is also referred to as star in several places in the Bible.  

Illustration: Venus - Note: As the sun's 2nd planet, Venus is bound by an invisible 

tether to the sun in our sky. It's always east before sunrise, or west after sunset 

(never overhead at midnight). Venus is the brightest planet visible from Earth and 

shines brilliantly throughout every morning or evening apparition. - Venus before 

sunrise: Greatest elongation October 23, 2023https://earthsky.org 

o What does it mean “rises in our hearts”? 

▪ Christ will be physically visible as we said earlier and His 

appearing will affect everyone on planet earth 

▪ He will set up His 1,000-year reign in Jerusalem and following 

that and the Great White Throne Judgment, the earth will melt 

away with great heat and a new heaven and a new earth will be 

created.  

▪ Hearts – Our hearts as Christ followers will be transformed and 

we will take on the image of His glory. His return will replace the 

temporary, limited but perfect revelation of the scriptures and He 

will be the in person, living, Word of God for all to see and here. 

He will write His Word on our hearts forever in our glorified 

state. 

• The Word of God is the revelation of God 

2 Peter 1:20 

20 Knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's 

own interpretation 

o Peter moves from the end of scripture to where it originated 
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o Unlike any other religious book, this book came to man in a unique way. 

False teachers speak of their own things and their own ideas but the Word 

of God is all about God’s ideas.  

o We interpret the scriptures first of all by being illumined by the Holy Spirit 

and He becomes our teacher 

o We interpret scripture with scripture. The greatest way to interpret the 

Bible is with the Bible. It is the best commentary of all.  

o The origins of scripture come directly from God and are not based on 

man’s opinion.  

o For most of scripture that we can fully understand, there is one 

interpretation but many applications. Remember that and strive to find the 

true interpretation.  

• The Word of God originated with God and was sent by God 

2 Peter 1: 21 

21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from 

God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit 

o As the authors of Scripture wrote their prophecies, they were impelled 

or borne along by God’s Spirit. What they wrote was thus inspired by 

God  

2 Timothy 3:16 

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work 

Plenary – all of it 

Matthew 5:18 

18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, 

will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

Inerrant / Infallible 

Psalm 19:7 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple 

Mankind and Satan cannot stop the Word of God 

Isaiah 55:10 – 11 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there 

but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
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not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 

succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

o  “Borne along” or “carried along” translates the word pheromenoi. 

Luke used this word in referring to a sailing vessel carried along by the 

wind (Acts 27:15, 17). The Scriptures’ human authors were controlled 

by the divine Author, the Holy Spirit. Yet they were consciously 

involved in the process; they were neither taking dictation nor writing in 

a state of ecstasy. God used the men who wrote the Bible to use their 

personality, creativity and writing style to write His Word. For Peter, it 

was as if the writers of the Bible raised their sails on their writing ships 

and allowed the Holy Spirit to fill those pens with His powerful breath of 

revelation as they wrote the divine words of God.  

Illustration: Summer of 1978 in San Diego on a Catamaran  

o  No wonder believers have a word of prophecy which is certain. And no 

wonder a Christian’s growth must depend on the Scriptures. They are 

the very words of God Himself!  

Application: The Word of God for the Christ follower must be our ultimate source for 

faith (orthodoxy) and practice (orthopraxy). 

Key Thought: Jesus is the logos – the Word who became flesh. 

Quote: “I remain unpersuaded that any theological movement can dramatically 

affect the course of the world while its own leaders undermine the integrity of its 

charter documents, or while its spokespersons domestically exhaust all their 

energies in internal defense of those documents. The Bible stands impressively 

unshaken by the fury of destructive critics, while the nonbelieving world, itself 

marked for destruction, urgently needs to hear its singular message of salvation. - 
Carl F. H. Henry in The Christian Century (Nov. 1980). Christianity Today, Vol. 32, no. 8. 

Questions to Ponder this Week 

1. Are you living each day in light of Christ’s majesty and imminent return? 

2. Is the Word of God your first go to when you are making a decision? 

3. Do you base how you live your life daily on the Word of God? 

 


