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1 Corinthians 13:4c, “Love is not conceited or proud” (GNT). 

• The Greek NT word translated as “conceited” is [περπερεύοµαι; perpereuomai]. In Greek, we call this a 
“hapax legomena” — meaning this is the only time this word is used in the whole Greek New Testament. 
Thus, we have to go to classical Greek to see how it was used. The word refers “to one who brags, is 
arrogant, asserts themselves, exaggerates himself; one who acts as if they are better because they have a 
condescending opinion on everything; one who boasts about their accomplishments; one who boasts 
incessantly about themself; one who is conceited, one who is highly critical and judgmental.” 

• The word translated as “proud” is the Greek New Testament word [φυσιόω; fusioō]. The root of this word is 
means “to make natural, the force of nature.” This was a reference to how in nature, when seeds fall to the 
ground, they naturally push out the dirt around them and begin to grow naturally without any outside 
assistance. As the seed grows, it swells in size and height and in time becomes something different than it 
was as a seed. Over time, this word was used as a metaphor to express pride and is often simply translated 
as pride. Meaning, due to our sin nature, we have a natural inclination to let our ego grow and swell without 
any assistance. And when it does, we do not look like anything God created in His own image.  

• The Apostle Paul puts these two words together in verse 4. And thus, when combined in the same sentence 
could translated the last part of verse 4 as “love is humble.” 

• Humility is not shyness. It’s not being timid or bashful. It’s not being a weak or spineless wimp. Humility is not 
a lack of confidence. It’s not insecurity. Humility is definitely not having a low opinion of yourself. Jesus was 
very humble and yet He did not have a low opinion of Himself.  

• Humility is not being a passive doormat. Humility is not having poor self-esteem. Humility is not putting 
yourself down all the time saying, “I’m no good. I’m nothing. I’m worthless.” Humility takes enormous amounts 
of courage. Humility takes self-confidence. It takes a high self-esteem. 

• Pride is always a cover-up for ___________________________. 

Job 22:29, “God will save the humble person” (NKJV). 
Psalm 18:27, “You, God, save those who are humble, but You humble those who are proud” (GNT). 
James 4:10, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up” (NLT). 
Psalm 25:9, “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them His way” (NIV). 
Proverbs 11:2, “To the humble, God gives wisdom” (PAR). 
Matthew 23:12, “Jesus said, Those who humble themselves will be exalted” (NIV). 
Proverbs 18:12, “To the humble, God brings honor” (PAR). 
Proverbs 6:16-17, “There are seven things that God hates . . . 17Prideful eyes . . .” (PAR). 
Isaiah 66:2, “The people I treasure most are the humble. They depend on Me” (CEV). 

• What is humility? It’s not thinking less of yourself. It’s thinking of others __________ instead of yourself and acting 
in their ____________________________ instead of your own. 

• Humility means to be “other person-centered.” It means to think about others and forget yourself. Humility is 
________________________________. You’re so concerned about other people you’re not even thinking about, 
“What does this mean to me?” So it’s not thinking less of yourself.  You just don’t think of yourself at all. 

1 John 3:18, “Let us not just talk about love. Let us practice real love” (MES) 

The First Two Ways I Can Practice Humility 

1. I can practice putting _______________________________________________________________. 

Three Practical Ways You Can Do This Now 

a. I can let others _____________________ what I _______________. 

Romans 12:10b, “Try to outdo yourselves in showing respect and honor to one another” (TPT). 
Romans 12:10b, “Practice playing second fiddle” (PKV). 

b. If I can let others _______________________________________________ of me. 

Philippians 2:3-8, “Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself 
aside, and help others get ahead. 4Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget 
yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. 5Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of 



himself. 6He had equal status with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the 
advantages of that status no matter what. 7Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of 
deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! 8Having become human, he stayed human. It 
was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, 
obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion” 
(MES). 

c. If I can  __________________________ more than ____________________________. 

James 1:19, “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry” (NIV).  

2. I can practice __________________________________________________________________. 

Reasons To Be Open To Suggestions, Correction & Criticism 

a. I will be more__________________________________. 

Proverbs 15:12, “Conceited people do not like to be corrected. They never ask for advice” (GNT).   

b. I will be __________________________________. 

Proverbs 15:32, “If you reject corrective criticism you only harm yourself. But if you listen to corrective 
correction you grow in wisdom for life” (PAR).   

• You’ve got to decide in life whether you want to _______ wise or ________________ wise. 
• All wise people are _________________________. The moment you stop learning, you stop 

___________________.” 

Proverbs 18:15, “The intelligent man is always open to new ideas. In fact, he looks for them” (TLB). 

c. I will have less __________________________________. 

Proverbs 13:10, “Pride only leads to arguments, but those who take advice are wise” (NCV). 

• Criticism is always a test of your ____________________________. 
• Who do you need to go to and ask this question this week, “What areas and issues in my life do you 

know I need to ___________________?” Do you have the humility to do that? 

Matthew 18:4, “So anyone who becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in the Kingdom of 
Heaven” (NLT). 

• I have a choice: I can either be _____________________ or _____________________. 

Isaiah 51:1b, “Look to the rock from which you were cut, And to the quarry from which you were dug” 
(NASB). 

• The Hebrew word translated as “quarry” is two words — [ֶבת ּ֖בֹור  maqqevet bor] which literally ,ַמֶּק֥
means “a hole, a pit.”  

Isaiah 51:1b, "Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged” 
(KJV). 
Romans 3:23, “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard” (NLT).  
Romans 5:8,  “But Christ proved God’s passionate love for us by dying in our place while we were still lost 
and ungodly sinners!” (TPT). 
Romans 12:10, “Outdo one another in showing honor” (ESV).  
Matthew 20:26-27, Jesus said, “If one of you wants to be great, you must be the servant of the rest; 27and if 
one of you wants to be first, you must be the slave of the others” (GNT).  
Proverbs 27:2a, “Don’t praise yourself. Let someone else do it” (NCV).


