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These talking points, questions and scriptures are designed to help you take the next step. Take time 
with each section. Spread this devotional guide out over days, even the next week so that you can 

really reflect, meditate, contemplate, and pray. Use your sermon outline’s points, Scriptures and Bible 
to supplement this personal devotional guide: 

1. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4c in your sermon notes as well as the biblical definitions of the words 
translated as “conceit” and “proud.” When are your prone to brag and allow your ego to grow and 
swell so that it does not mirror God’s image in you? 

2. Have you ever been around a person who is in love with himself/herself or comes across as a 
“know-it-all”? or is braggadocio? If so, how did you feel? How did you respond? 

3. Do you agree that pride is a cover-up for insecurity? Why or why not? In the past or even now in the 
present, which insecurity (pride) have you used as a means to “cover-up”? 

4. Read Job 22:29, Psalm 18:27, James 5:10, Psalm 25:9, Proverbs 11:2, Proverbs 18:12, Proverbs 
6:16-17 and Isaiah 66:2 from your sermon notes. What is God saying to you through these 
Scriptures about humility? 

a. Humility is not thinking less of yourself. Humility is thinking of others first and then acting in their 
best interests instead of you own. Who could you do that for this week? 

b. Humility means to be other person-centered. It means to think about others and forget yourself. 
Humility is self-forgetfulness. This runs contrary to our culture. Everything in our culture stresses 
we should think first about ourselves. How can you this week practice “self-forgetfulness” with 
your “neighbor”? 

c. Saint Augustine said this, “It was pride that changed angels into devils; it is humility that makes 
men as angels.”  What do you think about this and why? 1

d. Pastor Thomas Merton said, “Pride makes us artificial and humility makes us real.”  Do you 2

agree or disagree with him? Why? 

5. Read 1 John 3:18 from your sermon notes. What have you in the past or present practiced so well 
that you got very good at doing it? What did this teach you, reveal about yourself and God? And 
how would applying this same attitude to humility help you? 

6. Read Romans 12:10b in your sermon notes in point 1-a under the heading, “The First Two Ways 
We Can Practice Humility.” What does Romans 12:10b say to personally? 

a. We live in a competitive culture. From athletics, to education, to corporate advertisements, to 
moving up the company ladder, we compete. When was the last time you let someone else 
have what you wanted? What were the results?  

b. Read Philippians 2:3-8 in your sermon notes under point #1-b under the heading, “A Way I Can 
Put Others First.” How can you take what this passage says and apply it to you life with others, 
especially with your “neighbor”? 

c. Read James 1:19 in your sermon notes in point #1-c under the heading, “A Way You Can Put 
Others First.”  When someone is talking to you, do you intentionally listen to them or are you 
trying to decided how you are going to respond even before they finish?  

  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/saint_augustine_148546?src=t_humility.1

  https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/thomas_merton_378759?src=t_humility.  2



d. You’re on your phone and someone comes up to you to talk to you. Do you immediately put 
your phone away? Why or why not? If you say, “Well, it depends.” So, what determines whether 
or not you put your phone away immediately?  

e. When someone is talking to you, do you interrupt them while they are talking or do you give 
them your undivided attention? 

7. No one is an expert in everything, yet at times we act as if we are. Therefore, it is important to 
practice humility by learning from others. One of the ways we can do that is by asking them their 
opinion.  

a. When you set out to do something, do you ask for the opinion of others? Are you open to 
suggestions, corrections and even corrective criticism? Explain. 

b. Read Proverbs 15:12 from your sermon notes under point #2-a under the heading, “Reasons To 
Be Open to Suggestions, Correction and Criticism.” When someone corrects you, what is you 
usual response? 

c. Read Proverbs 15:32 in your sermon notes under point #2-b under the heading, “Reasons To 
Be Open to Suggestions, Correction and Criticism.” What does this passage say to you about 
loving your neighbor as yourself? 

i. It’s wise to learn from the experience of others. The way to do that is by learning to ask 
questions. The humble person asks for help and asks questions when they do not know 
what to do. You’ve got to decide in life whether you want to be wise or appear wise. Which 
would you say describes you? How would those who know you describe you? 

ii. Read Proverbs 18:15 in your sermon notes in point #2-b under the heading, “Reasons To Be 
Open to Suggestions, Correction and Criticism.” All wise people are learners because they 
understand that learning is the process that helps them become more and more mature. 
Christian author John Maxwell wrote this: “A wise person learns from his mistakes. A wiser 
one learns from others' mistakes. But the wisest person of all learns from others's 
successes.”  How can you apply this to loving your neighbor as yourself? 3

iii. Read Proverbs 13:10 in your sermon notes in point #2-c under the heading, “Reasons To Be 
Open to Suggestions, Correction and Criticism.” Look back over you life, when and where 
has your pride caused you to get into an argument? 

iv. Do you agree that criticism is is always a test of your humility? Why or why not? 
v. Who could you go to this week and ask them this question: “What areas and issues in my 

life do you know I need to change?” Do you have the humility to do that? 
vi. Read what Jesus said in Matthew 18:4. Why do you think Jesus used the humility of 

children as a basis to show what greatness is? Humility comes down to a choice: either you 
can show that you are teachable or you are unreachable? What do you need to do to show 
you are more reachable? 

8. Read Isaiah 51:1b in your sermon notes in point #2 under the heading, “The First Two Ways I Can 
Practice Humility.” Now read Romans 3:23 and Romans 5:8 in your sermon notes. How do these 
verses help you remember “the rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit whence ye are 
digged” (KJV). 

a. How will you do what Romans 12:10 says in your sermon notes? 
b. Read Jesus’ words in Matthew 20:26-27 in your sermon notes. How will you do this? 
c. Read Proverbs 27:2a in your sermon notes. False humility stinks worse than raw pride and 

conceit. The answer is not in trying to appear humble but in taking notice of others. If we are 
going to toot anyone’s horn, it should be God’s. When we took our own horn, people see it for 
what it is — pride and conceit. When we toot God’s horn people see it for what it is also — 
praise, adoration and gratitude to God. What do you need to change to do that in your life this 
week, especially with your “neighbor”?
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