
The Death Sentence
Genesis 3:20-24

[based on the sermon preached on 21.8.22 – available on the church app or at

https://lwac.org.au/sermons]

KEY IDEAS
1. This passage represents the execution or the carrying out of the sentence upon Adam and

Eve.  All the pronouncements of punishment from vv. 14-19 would now become reality,
once Adam and Eve were outside the Garden of Eden

2. Whether our own or of those we love, death is challenging to accept but common to us all.
3. Two types of death are present in Gen 3, physical and spiritual.
4. Jesus’ teaching to Nicodemus in John 3:3, that we must be “born again,” applies to us all

as it is the only way to counteract our spiritual death.

CONNECT

● As you are able, share about the loss through death of a loved one and how it
impacted you.  Pray for one another through or after this, as appropriate.

STUDY

Read Genesis 3:20

● What is the tone of this verse?  Is it positive or negative, hopeful or depressing?  In a passage
overwhelmingly about death (vv. 20-24), this verse is about life, the life giving of Eve as the
mother of all the living.

● Does this surprise you?  Why or why not?

● Why do you suppose the writer puts this verse here, sandwiched as it is between the
pronouncement of punishment by God (vv. 14-19) and the execution of that punishment
(vv.23-24)?

● Looking back from our historical vantage point, do you see in this verse the slight opening of
a door, to begin the process of our salvation by the coming of the Son of God, incarnate in
Jesus, born of Mary, a woman?
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Read Genesis 3:21-22

● Notice in v. 21 God’s care for Adam and Eve; he does not allow them to wallow or persist in
the shame of their nakedness, he provides clothing for them from the skins of animals.  Even
as Adam and Eve’s punishment is being meted out, God is still caring for them, as would a
loving father.  What comfort can you take from this that even as we struggle with the impact
of our sin or wrestle with our guilt and shame that God does not abandon us?

● In v. 22 God openly  declares what had happened:  Adam and Even now had experiential
knowledge of sin, the consequence of which was that they could no longer have access to
the tree of life.  Do all our acts of disobedience have consequences?

● Think about a time when your own sinful actions (or the sinful actions of someone close to
you) had serious consequences.  Share about this as you feel comfortable.

● Why do you think God could not allow Adam and Eve to now retain access to the tree of life?
Would it have been a contradiction for Adam and Eve to be disobedient but still live eternally?
Why or why not?

● Do you recall the first time you recognized you were guilty of having done something wrong
and felt shame as well?  How old were you?  What was it like to be guilty and feel shame for
the first time?

Read Genesis 3:23-24

● What is the most toilsome, backbreaking work you do or have ever done, the thing which
makes you sweat the most and which you enjoy the least?

● Is it humbling to be reminded that ultimately we are just dust, that though we possess a spirit,
we are still made of the same stuff of the earth as all other biological living things, animal and
vegetable?  Do you think that sometimes (perhaps especially in our youth or young
adulthood) we tend to forget or ignore this?

● What thoughts might have been going through Adam and Eve’s minds as they were being
banished from the Garden, with the angels and flaming swords sent to guard the entrance,
preventing any re-entry?

● Do you think God is being overly harsh with Adam and Eve to banish them from the Garden?
Do you think they deserved a second chance?

● Note that 3:23-24 describes the beginning of Adam and Eve’s physical death, when
they no longer had access to the tree of life.  What, then, took place in 3:6-7 when
they ate the forbidden fruit?
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● Does our greater secular society today acknowledge our spiritual death at all (Gen
3:6-7)?  Do Christians focus sufficiently on our state of being spiritually dead?  If not,
what would change if we did focus on it more?

● Which is more important, our physical death (v. 24) or our spiritual death (v. 6-7)?
Why?

APPLY

● The antidote to both our spiritual and physical death is the person and work of Jesus
Christ, who identified himself in John 6 as “the bread of life.”  What is the significance
of this in light of our state of being, like Adam and Eve, no longer having access to the
tree of life in the Garden of Eden?

● Jesus also tells Nicodemus in John 3:3 that we must be born again.  Explain in your
own words why this is true in light of Gen 3.  What does being born a second time
mean?  Why isn’t being born once sufficient?

● Have you been born again?  Share how you were born again, whether at a specific
time and place or over an extended period of time.

● If you have not been born again, talk to your LIfe Group leader about how you can take
this step.

● Which other aspect of this study has struck you the most and why? What are you
going to do as a result ?

● Identify one or more truths from this study which speak to and can be applied in your
life.

1.

2.

3.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH AND FOR ONE ANOTHER
● According to need.
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