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10th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Luke 12:49-56 (N.T. Wright, edited)  
 ‘I came to throw fire upon the earth,’ Jesus continued, ‘and I wish it were already alight! 
I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and I am under huge pressure until it’s happened! 
 ‘Do you suppose I’ve come to give peace to the earth? No, let me tell you, but rather 
division. From now on, you see, families will be split down the middle: three against two in a 
family of five, and two against three, father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in law and daughter-
in-law against mother-in-law. 
 ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west,’ he said to the crowds, ‘you say at once, “It’s 
going to rain,” and rain it does. When you see the south wind getting up, you say, “It’s going to 
be very hot,” and that’s what happens. You impostors! You know how to work out what the 
earth and the sky are telling you; why can’t you work out what’s going on at this very 
moment?’ 
 

Let us pray . . . May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all 
our hearts be reflections of your word to us today, in Christ’s name we 
pray. Amen 

 Jesus is right about one thing . . . these are 

some times we’re living in, I tell ya. I don’t know 

exactly what’s happening . . . something’s happening, 

right? The constant news bombshells tell us 

something is happening. The thoughts running in 

the back of our minds tell us something is 

happening. Perhaps there is a feeling in your gut too. 

Jesus is a bit critical this morning of his audience . . . 

why can’t you see what’s happening in these times? I 

want to tell Jesus “hold on a minute . . . I’m sure we 

have room to improve our skills of discernment . . . 

still these times are crazy complex . . . and incredibly 

unsettling.” Living next door to an elephant – as we 

do here in Canada – we’re always keeping a watchful 

eye . . . but that animal has become pretty unhinged 

lately. Sometimes we get distracted by the crazy . . . 

there’s a gif (1-2 second video clip on a loop) that 

gets circulated occasionally of a guy looking out his 

widow eating a bag of potato chips, just transfixed 

by what he is seeing (I think it’s based on a true 

story). Sometimes we get drawn in . . . sometimes we 

also reflect on what’s happening on this side of the 

border. 

In July, when the issue of abortion was sent 

back to the states in the US, I was just stopped in my 

tracks. I’ve lived in a time where the work for 

human rights has been basically moving in the 

direction of more rights, more equality and 

protection for people on the margins. While the 

work is too slow . . . it is happening. But an issue that 

we thought was settled a long time ago is now again 

in play. It was a sharp reminder for many of us of 

just how dynamic and divided the world is . . .  

It actually doesn’t work to lean on laws as a 

way of settling our divisions, because they just lay 

dormant. As we’ve seen across the border, laws can 

be changed . . . and are changed. Overnight the 

division came into the spotlight again and 

intensified. Divisions resurfaced within 

communities and families. Both sides were in the 

streets getting their voices heard and posting on 



social media. And conversations erupted on both 

sides, in the US and here in Canada. Regardless of 

where each of us falls on the issue of abortion, the 

issue has resurfaced . . . and the division has 

crystallized again. Jesus is right about another thing . 

. . the present times are constantly changing and 

interpreting them is a continual process. 

This week I watched the installation service for 

The Rt. Rev. Carmen Landsdowne, new Moderator of 

the United Church . . . in her address, she was 

reflecting on the question, who is Jesus? She said her 

favourite image of Jesus is C.S. Lewis’ Aslan from 

The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe. Lewis 

writes this dialogue about Aslan the Lion, ‘Is he-

quite safe?’ one of the children asks, ‘I shall feel 

rather nervous about meeting a lion.’ ‘Safe?’ said Mr. 

Beaver, ‘Who said anything about safe? Course he 

isn't safe. But he's good.’  

Regardless of the form Jesus takes, lion or 

otherwise, he is not safe . . . as much as we may want 

him to be safe like a storybook character, he is not. 

Where he is present, issues rise to the surface. 

Where he is at work, divisions that previously lay 

dormant, show themselves. Whether Jesus comes 

offering wholeness or challenge, the work of being 
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human is before us. Jesus isn’t safe, but he is good . . . 

he is a force for healing division . . . he is a way of 

reconciliation . . . he walks with us through the 

darkness into the light. He has already walked the 

path and shows us the way.  

 Jesus tells us today we should be able to 

interpret the times in which we live . . . I wonder, 

what are our tools for this discernment? The tools 

we use in other areas of life are also applicable here: 

paying attention, curiosity, listening, truth-telling.1 

Theologian Cynthia Bourgeault talks about the 4 

parts of ourselves that all need to be heard during 

discernment. We need to hear our egos, soul or the 

voice of the deeper self, spirit or our truest self, and 

our heart or the still small voice within.  

Native American scholar, Dr. Gregory Cajete, 

says: “In Indigenous ways of knowing, we 

understand a thing only when we understand it with 

all four aspects of our being: mind, body, emotion 

and spirit.”2 A speaker I heard in seminary called it 

walking the medicine wheel.  

Susan Beaumont writes about discernment in 

her book How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where 

You’re Going. A group of us are in the middle of 

studying it. When approaching discernment, she 
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says, the assumptions we bring into the process 

matter. Do we believe God is present and helping 

us? Do we believe God is invested in the outcome of 

our process? Do we believe God’s will is revealed in 

our lives?3 Many of the useful tools Beaumont 

suggests are centered around gathering people in 

boundaried, safe spaces to listen to one another, to 

reflect back what we’ve heard, and participate in the 

ancient practice of storytelling. 

 We’ve known the abortion arguments for years 

and the hardened assertions on both sides. Most of 

us haven’t heard many stories because the stories 

are so private and personal. The times in which we 

live have begun to drawn out stories . . . stories that 

belong to people, stories that shape lives, stories 

that break hearts, stories about conflict and trauma. 

The stories bear little resemblance to the 

surrounding argument . . . and each story is 

profoundly personal and unique. People carry these 

stories with them for the rest of their lives. We all 

know and love people who have had abortions, even 

if we are unaware and have never heard the stories. 

 The stories that have been told are fraught 

with division . . . I didn’t tell my parents because 

they are too religious. I was split in two about what 
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to do. My partner wanted something different from 

what I wanted. There is nothing more difficult or 

emotional than matters of life and death. I think 

because of that, these situations make people more 

vulnerable. 

 I think that’s also where we find the love and 

the grace of God . . . in those places of impossible 

decisions, where one can only pray for a way 

through, to not be alone, to experience comfort and 

assurance that healing is a journey, and it is possible 

to feel whole again. God sits with the grieving, the 

traumatized, the vulnerable . . . whether or not we 

are able to feel God’s presence. 

Healing is never a straight line . . . I can’t 

imagine how much more difficult it is when 

surrounded by a cultural and sometimes familial 

argument. Not everyone has a friend to talk with, 

not everyone can afford a therapist. People carry the 

pain and trauma around . . . which probably fuels 

both sides of the argument.  

 If I was going to read the times, I would say we 

need more places of safety inside and outside of the 

church for people to listen deeply to each other. Safe 

places to tell the truth, tell their story. Think, if you 

would for a moment, about gatherings you’ve 



attended where people have been able to share 

differing views, where people heard one another, 

and showed and received empathy. What are the 

things you need such that you can hear a 

perspective very different from your own, without 

feeling the need to defend your position? We need 

more spaces of safety to listen deeply. 

Even in safe spaces, Jesus won’t save us from 

our journey of healing. The salvation he offers is 

companionship along the road. He will meet us and 

occupy the space between us as we do the 

demanding and holy work to which he calls us.  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers: In our prayers this morning I have included 

a video. After we are all invited to pray our own 

prayers silently or aloud, I will play the video and 

we will conclude with Dorothy leading us in the 

Lord’s prayer. When I say Source of Life, you’re 

invited to join with Paddy in responding Hear our 

Prayer. 

One: Source of Life 

Paddy: Hear our prayer 

 

You O God are the source of all that is, was and ever 

will be. We bring our prayers to you this morning, 

you who not only created this world that gives us 

everything we need, you continue to create and 

invest in our very lives. We give thanks to you for air 

to breathe, water that quenches thirst, fire for 

warmth, earth that nourishes roots and supports the 

growth of trees, plants and food.  

Source of Life 

Hear our prayer 

We pray for the people of our community and all 

communities around the world that are trying to live 

with the pandemic. Be with us as we search for the 

right level of connection and protection, and 

surround all who are ill or lonely with your healing 

love. 

Source of Life 

Hear our Prayer 

 

We pray for governments of the world and their 

leaders, and pray in hope that your hand is present 

among them and between them. May your justice 

reign among them and may they know your mercy. 

Where there is active conflict, be a source of 

protection and comfort. 



God of Life 

Hear our Prayer 

 

We lift up to you families, children, relationships in 

need of a real sense of your presence and wisdom 

leading through challenging circumstances. Where 

there is division, bring healing, safety, and support. 

Brokenness is not your way, O God; bring us into 

right relationship. 

God of Life 

Hear our Prayer 

 

I invite all of us now to express silently or aloud the 

prayers on our hearts this morning . . .  

God of Life 

Hear our Prayer 

 

(prepare video) 

Let us continue in prayer with this video . . . 

 

Play Video (Amen) 

 

Dorothy is going to lead us in the prayer Jesus 

taught us . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


