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John D Rockefeller was an American Oil Tycoon and the wealthiest man in the world in 
the early 1900’s.  His net worth peeked at a billion dollars which at the time was 3% of 
the US GDP.  If you compared that to today that would put him about 2.5 times richer 
than Elon Musk.  But when asked how much money was enough, Rockefeller replied 
“Just one more dollar.”   
… 
So money and church mix in interesting ways.  And that’s because everyone wants 
God’s blessings – His stuff – but we get nervous of what He might ask from us.  And the 
fact that we can have strong versions of both these responses is because we sense the 
spiritual power that money has.  And we are going to dig into that power today. 
… 
If you’ve been with us in person or online you know that we are working through the 
book of Proverbs this summer.  And Proverbs isn’t about promises – if you do this then 
this will happen.  And Proverbs isn’t about law – thou shall not pass.  Instead Proverbs 
is about probability.  Proverbs is about wisdom.  And in the context of wisdom and 
probability Proverbs has a lot to say about money and its power. 
 
Like last week we are going to be jumping around in the text a bit today, so I’ll put the 
passages we read on the screen.  Would you stand with me as we come before God’s 
word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 

The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; 

    the righteous run to it and are safe. 

The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; 

    they imagine it a wall too high to scale. (Proverbs 18:10-11) 

 

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; 

    another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 

A generous person will prosper; 

    whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. (Proverbs 11:24-25) 

 

A sluggard’s appetite is never filled, 

    but the desires of the diligent are fully satisfied. (Proverbs 13:4) 

All hard work brings a profit, 

    but mere talk leads only to poverty. (Proverbs 14:23) 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
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So there are lots of texts about money in the Bible and these texts have three distinct 
flavors to them.  In most of the Old Testament we get law texts about how to use your 
money and the requirements of the tithe.  So the law was give 10% of your income to 
God and His temple.  On top of this people also dedicated another 10% towards 
corporate feasts and celebrating God’s goodness.  And a third tithe, collected every 
three years, was taken up to care for the poor.1  And this was the law.  You must tithe. 
 
But in the New Testament there is a shift in focus. The tithe is replaced with a principle 
of generosity.  And this generosity is encouraged as a response to the sacrifice of Christ 
on our behalf.  
 
But there’s a third flavor among the money texts of the Bible and that is wisdom.  And 
Proverbs is full of this.  It says when it comes to money you need more than law and 
generosity to flourish.  In fact, when it comes to money, if you only follow the rules, you 
will really mess your life up.  With money we need wisdom. 
 
And Proverbs says, to be wise with your money you need to know three things.  You 
need to know money is powerful.  You need to know where the dangers lie with money.  
And you need to know how to break the power of money so you can stop serving it and 
instead use it for your good and God’s glory.2 
… 
So first, we need to know the power of money.  And in Proverbs money’s power has a 
root that produces two kinds of fruit.  But the root is good.  Is that surprizing?  It 
shouldn’t be.  So Proverbs says: 

Lazy hands make for poverty, 

    but diligent hands bring wealth.  

He who gathers crops in summer is a prudent son, 

    but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son. (Proverbs 10:4-5) 

 
So hard work, creativity, discipline, and things like these, are elevated as virtues since 
they produce good fruit.  And the fruit is material gain, and it’s good.  We are supposed 
to harness the power of creation for our own prosperity and God’s glory.  And that’s 
because God made the world to work like this. 
 
So in Greek philosophy the physical world is bad and the spiritual world is good.  And 
the goal of life is to try to keep your soul pure from all the dirt of the physical.  The 
Romans believed the world was created as the collateral damage from a war among the 
gods.  In Eastern philosophy creation is just a dream – it’s not even real. 
 
 

 
1 For more information on this see Dan Hoffman “Giving to God New Testament Style” 
https://www.fortgeorgebaptist.ca/podcasts/media/2015-04-15-giving-to-god-new-testament-style  
2 Outline adapted from Tim Keller https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/scattering-gathers-gathering-scatters-5384/ 
(Accessed August 19, 2022) 

https://www.fortgeorgebaptist.ca/podcasts/media/2015-04-15-giving-to-god-new-testament-style
https://gospelinlife.com/downloads/scattering-gathers-gathering-scatters-5384/
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But in the Judaeo Christian worldview God makes the world good and beautiful.  That’s 
what Genesis is about.  And God puts people in the world to care for it and garden it.  In 
other words our job is to enjoy creation by carefully taking responsibility for it and 
crafting it into a place for our comfort.  That’s our job. 
 
And money plays into this since the more you make, the more of creation you have 
responsibility for; and the more opportunity you have to exert your godly influence over 
it.  Money is powerful because it enables us to exert our care over creation. 
 
But like Spiderman’s uncle says, “with great power comes great responsibility.”   
Powerful things can be used for good or evil.  So the root is good, but there is a danger 
attached to it because it’s powerful.  Instead of us using it for our own good and God’s 
glory, money can make us serve it. 
… 
I’ll give you three examples of money exerting its power over us.  First, money can 
corrupt your integrity.  Proverbs says: 

 The LORD detests dishonest scales, 

     but accurate weights find favor with Him. (Proverbs 11:1) 
 
So you’re selling coffee at the farmer’s market, and you’re selling it by the pound.  But 
your one pound weight actually only weighs ¾ pound.  And so people are paying for a 
pound and getting less. 
 
Now how does this happen?  Nobody starts out here.  We start out trying to run a 
respectable business, but somewhere along the line there is this temptation to get 
ahead by cheating.  And we buy in.  Now what kind of people buy into this?  Wicked 
people?  No, money doesn’t corrupt bad morals.  Money has the power to corrupt good 
morals.  Good people are at risk of being corrupted by money.   
 
Second, money has the power to make you think more about yourself than the people 
around you.  So Proverbs says: 

People curse the one who hoards grain, 

    but they pray God’s blessing on the one who is willing to sell. (Proverbs 11:26) 
 
The context here is a famine in the land.  And people are starving.  But someone has 
grain and isn’t selling.  Why?  Two reasons: On one hand he’s hording like the guy who 
bought 46 packs of toilet paper from Costco at the beginning of the pandemic.  Nobody 
likes that guy.  And everyone is okay Costco didn’t let him return it.  Right? 
 
The second reason he’s not selling is in order to drive prices up even more.  He’s got 
the potential to make a lot of money. 
 
Now here’s the interesting thing about this: none of his actions are against the law.  
There is no law that says you can’t buy 46 packs of toilet paper.  And there is no law 
that says you must sell your stuff if someone wants to buy it.  But here is where wisdom 
goes beyond law.  Righteousness is bigger than just obeying the law. 
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So a righteous person is someone who disadvantages themselves in order to 
advantage the people around them.  They take on cost to themselves, out of their 
abundance, in order to help other people. 
 
So they don’t impoverish themselves to let other people live easy.  But out of their walth 
they take care of the people around them.  That’s righteousness. 
 
So get rich because then you can help the people around you.  If you’re poor you can’t 
help.  But be careful because when you get money it will try to trick you into thinking you 
need 46 packs of toilet paper. 
… 
There is one more classic human trick here.  When you are poor you think, I’m going to 
get rich so I can help people.  But then when you get rich you can forget you were poor 
and end up just helping yourself.  Money can corrupt good morals, and money can 
make you think more about yourself than others. 
… 
A third power money has is focusing our attention on the good instead of the ultimate.  
So on Judgment Day nobody is going to be bragging to Jesus about how much money 
is in their RRSP.  That’s not going to be a talking point.  And so Proverbs says: 

Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, 

    but righteousness delivers from death. (Proverbs 11:4) 

 

Wealth is good, but it’s not ultimate…  So last week we said God’s grace starts with Him 
and comes down to us free of charge.  We never earn it by being good.  But when we 
receive God’s grace it starts changing us and this impacts the way we treat the people 
around us.  It makes us righteous.  And so you can tell if you are saved by whether 
there is a desire growing in you to honour God by helping the people around you.   
 
And here we come to a massive threat for Canadians.  We have easily fallen into the 
good.  We have given ourselves to saving for retirement and increasing our comfort.  
And these things are good.  But we’ve done them so much that we feel like we don’t 
have enough to share.  We can’t afford to be righteous. 
 
And this is sadly hilarious.  Literally we are the richest people who have ever lived.  And 
you need, what we consider, a surprisingly small amount of money to qualify for this.  
So if you make just $75,000 a year you are among the richest 1% of everyone on earth.  
Of course, for some that sounds like a lot, but if you only make $24,000 a year you are 
still among the richest 10% of people on earth.  So we are incredibly wealthy.   
 
But the crazy thing is we don’t feel wealthy.  In fact the majority of Canadians live 
paycheck to paycheck.  We are just getting by and so don’t have much to give away.  
But it’s not because we aren’t rich, it is that money has deceived us into thinking we 
need more than we do.  We’ve fallen into focusing on the good things money can buy 
instead of the ultimate things that will matter for eternity. 
… 
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So money has the power to corrupt our morality, it has the power to shift our focus onto 
ourselves rather than the needs of our community, and it has the power to deceive us 
into forgetting the ultimate.  Money is powerful. 
… 
We’ve got two more points and we are going to cover them quickly.  So second, if we 
are going to be wise we need to understand where the danger of money comes from.  
So Proverbs says: 

The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; 

    the righteous run to it and are safe. 

The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; 

    they imagine it a wall too high to scale. (Proverbs 18:10-11) 

 
So there are two kinds of people in the world; there are savers and spenders.  And all of 
us lean one way or the other.  Do you know which way you lean?  Or, maybe easier, do 
you know which way your significant other leans?   
… 
So savers and spenders look at money in fundamentally different ways.  Savers view 
money as safety, spenders view money as significance.  So if you are a saver then 
nothing feels better than having money in the bank.  If you’ve got an emergency fund 
with 3-6 months expenses in it, you know you are going to be fine.  Nothing feels better 
than money in the bank. 
 
But if you are a spender you don’t care about that because you know that the real 
purpose of money is not to hoard it in the bank.  The purpose of money is to spend it 
and increase your lifestyle.  And the more money you’ve got to spend the more 
significant you are. 
 
So when you show up wearing new clothes and driving a new car and living in a new 
house you smile at yourself and say “It’s not that I’ve got a better car, it’s that I’m a 
better person.”   
… 
Now nobody actually says that to themselves.  But if you’ve ever put on new clothes 
and then felt your head go a little higher as you walked around the mall.  Or if you’ve 
ever driven a new vehicle and felt like everyone is looking at you and respecting you 
just a little more.  Then you are using money to gain significance.   
 
Now no Christian aims to use money to buy safety or significance, but Proverbs says 
there’s a funny thing about the power of money, it comes from deception.  And the more 
you have the more prone to deception you are.  Even Jesus talks about this.  He says: 

“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in an 

abundance of possessions.” (Luke 12:15) 
  
And then Jesus tells stories about rich people who are building bigger barns and 
thinking they are in control of their lives, when actually they aren’t.  Jesus warns us lots 
about money. 
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And this is funny because Jesus almost never warns us about other vices.  So Jesus 
never says “Watch out!  Be on your guard against adultery.  You never know when you 
might wake up in bed and say goodness gracious you aren’t my wife.”  Jesus doesn’t 
say that.  Why?  It’s because when you are committing adultery you know. 
 
But that’s not the way it works with money.  Money is deceptive.  And wealthy people 
like us get tricked into thinking of it as our fortified city.  It’s going to keep us safe; it’s 
going to give us significance.  But if you look to anything other than Jesus to provide 
safety or security you are deceived.  The danger of money lies in its deception. 
… 
Now obviously we don’t want that.  No one in this room wants to be deceived.  We want 
the Lord to be our tower of safety and significance.  We want to be wise.  So how do we 
get there? 
… 
Proverbs says, if we are going to be wise and use money for our good and God’s glory, 
we need to break it’s power over us.  And to do this we need to grasp the scattering 
principle.  So Proverbs says: 

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; 

    another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. (Proverbs 11:24) 
 
Now this looks like a paradox but it’s not.  Proverbs knows that if you hoard toilet paper 
you will have a living room full of toilet paper – but it just thinks that’s worse not better.  
And instead it says you’ve got to understand the two things the farmer knows.   
 
First, every farmer knows you’ve got to scatter seed if you want a harvest.  And the 
more you throw, the more you get.  And second, every farmer knows that what you get 
back is different and better than what you scatter.  So if you plant an apple seed, you 
don’t get more seeds, you get a tree that produces fruit. 
 
And Proverbs says it works in a similar way with money.  So lots of Canadians feel “I 
hardly have enough for me, I can’t give much away.”  But Proverbs says this is a lie, 
and it’s not wise.  If you want to harvest, you need to plant.  And if you give it will come 
back to you, but you will get something different and better. 
 
Now do you believe that?  Do you know that there is stuff better than money?  Or does 
the idea of giving money to get something else sound like a bad deal?  If it does, money 
has deceived you. 
… 
And here’s the real key today: if we are going to break money’s power over us we need 
a better God.  So Jesus says “You can’t serve both God and money.”  Everyone’s got a 
master, so how are you going to choose yours? 
 
And the answer is we have to see Jesus and let Him change us.  If rich people like us 
are going to defeat the hold money has on us we need Jesus.  So in 2nd Corinthians the 
Apostle Paul is encouraging the church to give generously, and he uses some very 
interesting motivation.   



7 
 

 
He doesn’t use guilt – he doesn’t say “you’ve got more than other people, so you should 
share.”  And he doesn’t use law – “You’ve got to tithe or God’s not going to bless you.”  
Instead, Paul motivates his church by pointing their hearts to Jesus.  He says: 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your 

sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. (2 Cor 8:9) 
    
He says, do you see what Jesus has done for you?  Do you see how beautiful Jesus is?  
Jesus is the ultimate scatterer.  He laid His body down for you.  When He faced that 
whip, it would have literally torn His body apart.  And when He went to the cross His 
body literally broke for us.  His blood shed all over the ground.  He was scattered so that 
we could be gathered into His family.  And look at the harvest He got!   
 
Did you ever think that Jesus wisely invested His body because He wanted the greater 
return?  This is the joy that was set before Him.  And when we see Jesus and His Spirit 
gets into us the power of money breaks and we too can really begin scattering. 
… 
You see, if Jesus isn’t your God, then money is all you’ve got, you need it to keep you 
safe; you need it to give you significance, so you can’t give it away.  It’s your god so 
you’ve got to serve it. 
 
But when Jesus, the God who was rich but became poor for us, fills us with His Spirit 
then we start to grow to look like Him.  And there is freedom in becoming what we were 
created to be.  This is when we can invest ourselves to get the same returns He got. 
… 
Brothers and sisters, money has spiritual power so embrace the scattering God to break 
it’s hold on you.  Fall in love with Jesus, the only God who scattered Himself to gain 
you; the only God who can give you the safety and security you seek.  With His Spirit 
inside you, join Him in what He gave Himself to doing.  Scatter what you’ve got at your 
disposal.  Don’t serve money, serve Jesus and use money to increase your care and 
bless more people.  Invest yourself in partnering with the scattering God for your good – 
your ultimate joy – and His glory. 
 


