Making a Difference #5
Get In the Game!
I Peter 2:9-10

Christianity is not a spectator sport! God asks us to be active participants in the life to which He has called us. We do not have the option to sit on the bench. If we want to make a difference with our lives, we must get in the game! 

I.	Pick Up Sides - Chosen!

A. Who? ______________ & _______________

B. Why? ______________ & _______________

C. For What? ____________ & _____________ 

II.  Wear the Uniform – Caring!

A. Taking Off - (Colossians 3:9-10)

B. Putting On - (Colossians 3:12)

C. Reaching Out - (Colossians 3:13-14)

III.	 Play to Win - Committed!

A. Obey the Coach - (Hebrews 12:2-7)

B. Depend on the Team - (Hebrews 10:24-25)

C. Don’t Give Up - (Hebrews 12:1, 3)


Making a lasting difference with our lives requires commit- ment, devotion and courage. But it also demands that we stop Talking and start Walking! We must get off the side- lines and get in the game!   
 

Going Deeper:

1. Have you ever played on a sports team? If you have, what lessons did you learn as a result of that experience? Are there principles that carry over into your spiritual life from the playing field? 

2. We read in scripture that we are “chosen by God”. How does that make you feel? Does knowing God has selected you personally give you a sense of purpose and destiny?    

3. Scripture often refers to the transformation of our lives by God’s Spirit in terms of a wardrobe. We are instructed to take off certain things and put on other things. Can you visualize several “things” the Spirit may be asking you to take off? 

4. Why is obedience to the coach so crucial to the success of a team? How does that concept translate into the spiritual life? Who is our Coach?       

5. Have there been times in your spiritual journey that you have felt like quitting? What circumstances brought you to that hopeless time? What helped you stay the course in spite of the pain?

6. Personal: How would you characterize yourself? Are you primarily a spectator (bench warmer) or are you an active participant in the game? 

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Why do you think people play sports? Do you have a favorite sport – sports team? 

2. When the Bible (God’s message to us) speaks about being a Christian, it often compares it to being in a game? Are there things about playing a sport – (foot -ball, soccer) that are that like living for Jesus?    

3. What are some of the ways you can show that you are on Jesus’ team?  How can you help others to show them He loves them?
