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• Chapter 15 closes the pause/parenthesis we began in chapter 12 

• Chapter 11 ended with the sounding of the 7th trumpet, and the events of chapters 12 –15 lead 

up to the “bowl judgements” of chapter 16 (the final acts of the Great Tribulation)  

• The events of 10:1-11:14, chapters 13-14, and chapters 17-19 do not advance the narrative 

chronologically, but provide key points of information and explanation for the remainder of 

the book of Revelation 

• Chronologically, the events of chapter 19 follow immediately after chapter 16 

• The Great Tribulation begins with the unfurling of the scroll as each of the 7 seals are 

Broken.  Each seal represents a single event, until you get to the 7th seal, for the 7th seal is 

comprised of the 7 trumpets and the 7 bowl judgements. 

• The number 7 represents that which is perfect and complete.  The 7th seal will only be 

completed when the 7 trumpets have sounded and the 7 bowls of judgment have been poured 

out. 

 

1) v. 1 begins, “Then I saw another sign . . .” for there have been 2 signs seen by join previously 

a) If you look back to 12:1, John says, “Now a great sign appeared in heaven:  a  woman 

clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland of twelve 

stars” 

b) This 1st “sign” is a reference to the nation of Israel 

c) We also find the 2nd sign in chapter 12:3, “And another sign appeared in heaven: behold a 

great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his 

heads” 

d) This 2nd sign is a reference to the Antichrist and the one world government he will rule 

e) 15:1 tells us that John sees “another sign” which is the 3rd sign  

f) “Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous:  seven angels having the seven 

last plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete.” 

g) This 3rd  “sign” foreshadows that which will soon occur in chapter 16 in the form of the 

“bowl judgments” 

2) v. 2, we see 2 symbols that have been used before 

a) “sea” corresponds to the “sea” mentioned in 4:6 which was a picture of the holiness of 

God as the sea was, “a sea of glass, like crystal” 

b) But the sea is described much differently here in 15:2  . . . “a sea of glass, mingled with 

fire.”  This time, the sea is a picture of the judgement and wrath of God. 

c) Who is “standing on the sea of glass having harps of gold?” 

d) “Those who have the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over 

the number of his name” 

e) This is a reference to those who have been martyred for their faith during the Great 

Tribulation  

3) v. 3-4 tells us what this group is doing, “They sing the song of Moses . . .” READ 

a) We find that there a 2 passages in the Old Testament that are referred to as the song of 

Moses 



b) Exodus 15 and Deuteronomy 32, the latter seems to correspond more closely to the words 

found in Revelation 15 

4) v. 5, When the group finishes singing, “behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony 

in heaven was opened” 

a) Again, we see John using language from the Old Testament as he refers to the 

Tabernacle, often called the “tabernacle of the testimony” 

b) The title, “temple” refers to what we often call the “Holy of Holies” 

5) v. 6, Then out of the “temple” come “seven angels having the seven plagues, clothed in pure 

bright linen, and having their chests girded with golden bands” 

a) Why have these angels come from “the temple?” 

b) Meaning that these angels come from the innermost holy place of Heaven.  Therefore, 

these impending judgments are coming from the very presence of God.  

c) This description is important, let’s break it down . . . 

d) “seven angels” not to be confused with any of the other angels we have seen thus far, this 

is a special group that has been set aside for the purpose of carrying out God’s final acts 

of judgement upon the earth 

e) “seven plagues” some translations call these the “seven last plagues” helping us to 

understand that these are the final acts of judgments during the Great Tribulation. 

f) “clothed in pure bright linen” 

g) The angels are sinless, and therefore come in holiness to pour out God’s wrath (they 

don’t do so out of anger, revenge, bitterness . . . like we would) 

h) These garments need NOT be white for the angels have NOT been washed in the blood 

of the Lamb, for they are without sin in Heaven 

i) “chests girded with golden bands” 

j) Gold is used to symbolize/reflect the glory of God.  These seven angels will bring glory 

to God as they pour out the bowls of judgement 

6) v. 7, Here are the “four living creatures” again  

a) Let’s review who/what they represent chp. 4:6-8 

b) Notice what this “living creature” gives the angels, “seven golden bowls full of the wrath 

of God who lives forever and ever.” 

c) Now you see why these last acts of judgement are called the “bowl judgements” 

d) The picture we have is of the 7 angels have bowls that are full of God’s wrath, and these 

bowls will be poured out completely . . . not sprinkled or spilled, but poured out upon the 

earth. 

7) v. 8, these acts of judgement are tremendously important, for until they have transpired no is, 

“able to enter the temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.” 

8) READ Walvoord, p. 230. 

a) The seven angels described as already having the seven plagues in verse 6 are given 

seven golden vials or bowls described as full of the wrath of God in verse 7. The 

reference to plagues in verse 6 may be prophetic, or the bestowal of the vials may be 

the authorization to use them. The extent of the divine judgment is indicated by the 

word full indicating the devastating character of this divine judgment. The word for 

“wrath” is thymos, literally “anger,” rather than orgē, properly “wrath.” The solemn 

reminder that God lives forever and ever gives a solemn cast to the wrath that is to be 

poured out to be inflicted forever and ever upon those who perish. 



b) As the angels emerge from the sanctuary, it is filled with smoke proceeding from the 

glory of God and His power, a pointed reminder of the ineffable holiness of God. The 

scene can be compared to that when the cloud filled the Tabernacle in Exodus 40:34–

35. Access into the sanctuary is made impossible by the smoke until the judgments 

contained in the seven plagues are fulfilled. It is an ominous sign of impending doom 

for those who persist in their blasphemous disregard of the sovereignty and holiness 

of God.1 

 

 

 
1 John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Galaxie Software, 2008), 230. 
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