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Brothers and sisters, today’s Gospel invites us to reflect on the theme of salvation. 
Jesus was journeying from Galilee towards Jerusalem when someone asked him: 
“Lord, will those who are saved be few?” (13:23). I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but 
it’s very rare that Jesus answers a question directly. And that’s what he still does 
today. It’s not because our question doesn’t deserve an answer. It is that sometimes 
our questions are too limited, or don’t go far enough. So here again, Jesus does not 
answer the question directly: there is no need to know how many are saved; rather it is 
important to know which path leads to salvation.  
 
If we are Jehovah’s Witnesses, the question will already be answered: only 144 
thousand people will be saved. Which means that we do not need to make any effort 
to be saved, because the number has already been reached. But we know that this is 
not true. Jesus came to save ALL OF HUMANITY, not just a few. And so, Jesus 
replied saying: “Strive to enter by the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to 
enter and will not be able” (v. 24). What does Jesus mean? Through which door 
should we enter? And why does Jesus speak of a narrow door?  
 
The image of the door recurs in the Gospel on various occasions and calls to mind the 
door of the house, of the home, where we find safety, love and warmth. Jesus tell us 
that there is a door which gives us access to God’s family, to the warmth of God’s 
house, of communion with him. This door is Jesus himself (cf. Jn 10:9). He is the 
door. He is the entrance to salvation. He leads us to the Father and the door that is 
Jesus is never closed. It is always open and to all, without distinction, without 
exclusion, without privileges. Because, you know, Jesus does not exclude anyone. 
  
Some of you, perhaps, might say to me: “But, Father, I am certainly excluded because 
I am a great sinner: I have done terrible things, I have done lots of them in my life”. 
No, you are not excluded! Jesus is waiting for you to embrace you, to forgive you. Do 
not be afraid: he is waiting for you. Take heart, have the courage to enter through his 
door. Everyone is invited to cross the threshold of this door, to cross the threshold of 
faith, to enter into his life and to make him enter our life, so that he may transform it, 
renew it and give it full and enduring joy. 
 
But why is this door narrow, one might ask? Why does Jesus say it is narrow? It is a 
narrow door not because it is oppressive, but because it demands that we restrain and 
limit our pride and our fear, in order to open ourselves to Him with humble and 
trusting hearts, acknowledging that we are sinners and in need of his forgiveness. This 
is why it is narrow, to limit our pride, which swells us. The door of God’s mercy is 
narrow but is always open to everyone!  



 

 
And the salvation that He gives us is an unending flow of mercy that overcomes every 
barrier and opens surprising perspectives of light and peace. In our day we pass in 
front of so many doors that invite us to come in, promising a happiness which later we 
realize lasts only an instant, exhausts itself with no future. So, I ask you this question:  
by which door do we want to enter? And who do we want to let in through the door of 
our life? Let’s not be afraid to cross the threshold of faith in Jesus, to let him enter our 
life more and more, to step out of our selfishness, our closure, our indifference to 
others. Let Jesus illuminate our life with a light that never goes out. It is not a 
firework, not a flash of light! No, it is a peaceful light that lasts for ever and gives us 
peace. It is the light we encounter if we enter through Jesus’ door. 
 
Certainly, Jesus’ door is a narrow one but not because it is a torture chamber. Rather, 
because he asks us to open our hearts to him, to recognize that we are sinners in need 
of his salvation, his forgiveness and his love in order to have the humility to accept his 
mercy and to let ourselves be renewed by him. Jesus tells us in the Gospel that being 
Christians does not mean having a “label”! So, I ask you this question: are you 
Christians by label or by the truth? We should never be Christians by label! We are to 
be Christians in truth, Christians in the heart. Being Christian is living and witnessing 
to faith in prayer, in works of charity, in promoting justice, in doing good. The whole 
of our life must pass through the narrow door which is Christ. Let us ask the Virgin 
Mary, Door of Heaven, to help us cross the threshold of faith and to let her Son 
transform our life, as he transformed hers to bring to everyone the joy of the Gospel. 
 


