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Precious Jewels Ministry

We have seven young pine trees in the compound of the PJM home in Uganda. At
first, we were surprised as this kind of tree is foreign to the tropical weather of

the Philippines, yet common in the cool west coast of Canada. Was there something
for us to learn from this ‘cross-cultural’ metaphor as we live in Uganda and adapt to
the African way of life?

Over the past twelve months we have watched these seven trees grow. Each one has
developed differently in shape, size and color; six are growing well but the seventh
one is stunted in growth and keeps leaning into the other trees for support. Last
week, a huge storm hit our community, the whole night the wind howled and the rain
soaked our compound into a pond! In the morning as we walked around the
property we were amazed to find the six trees standing tall but the seventh one
uprooted and totally flattened. Our caretaker’s assessment: “The roots never took
hold; maybe the hole wasn’t deep enough when they planted this tree.” We wondered
if the former gardener was tired or distracted when he planted the last tree.

When Jesus first met the fishermen-to-become-disciples, he told them to push their
boat out into deeper water. Obedience was not based on logic or common sense.
“Lord we have worked all night and haven’t caught anything… but because you say
so, we will do it.”

As we reflect on this past year, looking at the life and ministry of Precious Jewels
across the nations, we see how God is calling us to ‘Go Deeper’! Not for greater
numbers or increased impact but simply out of obedience “Lord, because YOU say
so.” Obedience that is the outcome of being deeply rooted and grounded in Christ
Jesus. Even if it means taking the time to dig deeper, waiting long enough and
staying focused so we are able to sustain and grow well, prepared for when God says,
“Now… you are ready; it is time to push out into deeper water.”

Respectfully submitted,

Lorraine Anderson
Johanna Bergink
Directors, Precious Jewels Ministry
March 26, 2022
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Let the wise listen and add to their learning,
and let the discerning get guidance.

Proverbs 1:5
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To develop mutually supportive partnerships
⬧ Reaching out to children and youth in crisis
⬧ Becoming a bridge of healing, reconciliation and restoration for families
⬧ Connecting families to support each other, clustering and learning together

CARE AND SUPPORT

TREATMENT PARTNERS FOR
CHILDREN LIVING WITH HIV
AND AIDS
PJM staff and doctors met families in a
monthly Zoom platform. We heard the
laughter of children sharing stories and
showing their drawings. The parents
were grateful to doctors guiding them in
accessing Covid19 vaccines; together we
organized how children would access
medication and other medical
interventions during the temporary
closure of the OPD.

Family Virtual Connection
⬧ Created a virtual space for families

to share their experiences and find
ways to overcome challenges

⬧ Facilitated dialogue on compliance
of health safety protocols especially
for children

⬧ Assisted ways to access
medications, vaccines, virtual
consultations and check-ups

Online Follow-Ups
⬧ Connected with individual families

to listen, counsel and pray

⬧ Discussed concerns about their
children doing modules at home
and online classes

⬧ Monitored children who are taking
ARV medications and food
supplements

Virtual Youth Connection
⬧ Connected with PJM young people

through social media platforms
⬧ Provided opportunities to connect

and encourage their peers
⬧ Equipped the youth for E-learning

and online safety

Virtual Youth Camp
⬧ Provided opportunities for youth to

discover their gifts and talents
⬧ Created a support group amongst

PJM youth
⬧ Relieved some of the psychosocial

pressure brought on by the
pandemic
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HOSPITAL VISITS
We met with mothers of affected children
confined in hospital and provided basic
hygiene kits and food supplements for
them.

FRONTLINERS APPRECIATION
We sent freshly baked cookies and fruits
with personalized gift tags to the doctors,
nurses and social workers who worked
tirelessly through the Covid pandemic;
we prayed without ceasing for their
strength and endurance.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
Four of our children lost their guardians
this past year. As other family members
were assigned to their care, we guided the
new guardians to understand the
condition of their children and ensure
adherence to medication.

FAMILY COUNSELLING
Adolescence is an especially challenging
time for children living with HIV.
Through our online platform, we were
able to connect the youth with the
healthcare providers to seek guidance
and better understanding of their
treatment and protocols.

STAFF ENRICHMENT
The PJM staff met regularly to reflect on
God’s word and pray together. Every
Wednesday, the PJM family in the
Philippines, Uganda and Canada met
through Zoom for study of scripture and
prayer; opportunities for joining on-line
webinars on “Health and Wellness”,
“Mental Health”, “Self-care and Diet” and
organizing “Social Hours” provided
spiritual enrichment and practical skills
for the PJM team.

CARE AND SUPPORT

“Stop crying, you should start saving and preparing for her college fund.”

We heard the woman crying in the hallway of the hospital. Her husband had
died and now her child was also diagnosed with HIV. She was confused and
overwhelmed but determined her 5-month-old daughter would not die. The doctor
challenged her to look beyond the present to the future… a college fund! It
began with a birthday party … every year, another milestone celebrated with
her child and PJM. The girl excelled in school, built meaningful friendships,
and discovered her artistic skills. As an adolescent, she trained as a peer counsellor
in PJM, encouraging younger children and youth living with HIV and AIDS.
This past year marked a significant milestone for the child - her 18th Birthday!
What a celebration of a life that God has blessed and keeps on using to touch
and bless other people. The Lord’s hand carried this mother’s burdens and she
discovered that in God alone, everything is possible. And yes, her daughter’s
college fund is ready!

Youth leaders-in-training learning to trust each other
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Community team home visit



PRECIOUS JEWELS MINISTRY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2021 PRECIOUS JEWELS MINISTRY DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2021

UGANDA
The ministry in Uganda is focused on
equipping others, yet at the same time
always open and responsive to the
practical needs within families and
communities whom we serve. The care
and support provided by PJM is
interwoven and somewhat hidden in the
everyday life encounters with children,
neighbours, family members of our
leadership team and ministry partners.

Working closely with vulnerable children
and their families calls us to advocate for
what is in the best interest of the child. In
April, we transferred to another house,
building new relationships as well as
providing a home for healing and
refreshment.

EQUIPPING & TRAINING

To strengthen capacities of direct service providers and community
organizations
⬧ Training teachers, social workers, church leaders
⬧ Providing leadership training and skill development for youth
⬧ Offering practical tools in grief, trauma, healing and reconciliation
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To establish effective and dynamic networks
⬧ Teaching youth about The Power of YOU to Choose Life!
⬧ Raising awareness with partners regarding youth culture, sexuality and health
⬧ Advocating for policies that protect and uplift the welfare of children at risk

SOUND THE ALARM!
PJM provided training for the Ateneo
Loyola students and staff on AIDS
awareness and education. The
university’s program aims to immerse
students in different sectors and
situations of life; PJM is now a regular
part of their curriculum. We are
committed to continue raising awareness
and educating youth about HIV and
AIDS.

ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

YOUTH LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT
When Covid restrictions eased, six of our
young people, all former ‘beneficiaries’ of
PJM, underwent intensive leadership
training and life skills for future ministry
involvement. As part of their internship,
they actively participated in planning and
implementing ministry activities with the
guidance of youth mentors.

Our Youth Leaders are also peer educators
with youth as we raise awareness among
our partners regarding HIV and AIDS.

Ang Tulay team Training children is always a joy!

Ang Tulay activity
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EQUIPPING & TRAINING

Food Assistance - we were able to
distribute hundreds of food bags
to the following:
⬧ Our local neighbourhood widows

and persons living with disabilities
⬧ Victims of a massive fire in the

nearby slum community
⬧ Families caring for orphans and

widows through the YWAM Foster
Family Network

Bereavement Support
⬧ Home Visitations of families who

lost loved ones during Covid
⬧ Counselling with Dreamland

Orphanage children and staff in
northern Uganda refugee camp
following the tragic death of their
founder and father-figure

Leadership Training
⬧ Youth Camp in January for

students preparing to return to
school after the Covid hiatus

⬧ Facilitators Intensive Training
(FIT) workshops in February/April

⬧ Four-week orientation and skill
development with five younger
Ugandan leaders

⬧ Preparing a newly-wed couple for
full-time mission service with PJM
in Eastern Uganda

ANG TULAY AND COVID
We have adapted the Ang Tulay material
to address the longterm psycho-social
impact of Covid on Children and Youth.
After pilot-testing the modules in 2020,
this past year, we worked with front-
liners, teachers and social workers as well
as the children they serve, equipping them
to face even greater challenges as well as
losses in the future. We continue to
strengthen partnerships with local
organizations caring for children at risk.

PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
relationships are a vital part of building
strong networks to serve the most
vulnerable and needy. Transformation
begins as a seed is planted, takes root…
slowly growing… while God watches and
waits for the fruit.

EQUIPPING & TRAINING

The Seeds of Transformation

It all began four years ago when we moved to Masese in Central
Uganga, walking distance to Lake Victoria and the local fish port.
Every day, Ena would bang on our gate and cheerfully greet
us “Praise the Lord!” while balancing a basket full of fresh bananas
on her head. We bought her fruit as she shared her life-story
and we learned from her about the neighbouring slum community.
We marvelled at her joy in light of the hardships she encountered
raising 6 children; her faith in God was her lifeblood.

We invited Ena’s children and a few of their friends to come Saturday
afternoons for bible stories, songs and games. From a handful
of children, the numbers exploded as more kids and their younger
siblings came banging on the gate, ‘we want to learn also!’ We
discovered that nothing is small in Africa, and within a few weeks,
we had over 200 eager learners in the ‘Masese Kids Club’. Then
lockdown hit; schools were closed for nearly 2 years!

Fast forward to this year as restrictions gradually lifted. God
reminded us of our beginnings - a banana seller who envisioned
a better future for her children. We gathered the Ang Tulay leaders,
shared the vision, prayed and made a plan. We invited 20 young
people, the ‘first-fruit’ of the Masese Kids Club to join us Wednesday
afternoons for8weeks to discuss family life issues, sexuality, schooling
and peer pressure. These youths are already leaders amongst their
peers.

A small seed planted, taking root, slowly growing and now bearing fruit.
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T RANS I T ION AND TRANSFORMAT ION
LOOK ING AHEAD :
SU S TA INAB I L I T Y, L EADER SH I P, R E SOURCES
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“If we can adapt and adventure,
we can thrive.”
Tod Bolsinger

In 1986, we embarked on an adventure that
had no clearly defined structure except an
invitation from the Lord, “Will you take the
one’s I send you?” We were then
introduced to a young Filipina named
Grace. She also was responding to the Lord
calling her to ‘come, follow Me’. And so, our
journey began together with the fledgling
organization called Precious Jewels
Ministry, caring for children from Smokey
Mountain garbage dump.

Grace, lovingly known as Ate Grace by our
team, has been a pillar of the ministry -
leading, encouraging, challenging and
always serving others. She was one of the
‘pioneers’ to Uganda in 2006 to spy out the
land and became a fervent intercessor for
the ministry of Ang Tulay. As a ‘Senior’,
Grace was limited in her movement during
the 2-year Covid restrictions in the
Philippines yet remained actively involved
through prayer and on-line visitations.

She began to ask the Lord to let her return
one more time to Uganda; the door opened,
and in November, Grace travelled with
Teacher Eve and has been ministering with
PJM for the past five months. Her life of
faith has deeply challenged all of us here in
Uganda. She will be flying home at the end
of March. Walking by faith - what an
adventure!

We thanked the Lord that the challenges and changes we encountered were part of His
work plan for us grow in our FAITH.

Faith was tested through the changes and challenges brought by the pandemic.
Fears of the unknown diminished as we put our trust in God.
Allowing ourselves to listen to the stories of the families who are infected and affected
with HIV and AIDS helped us understand their anguish that only God’s love and grace
can heal.
Inspirations coming from the Word of God gave us confidence to explore and adapt in
responding to the demands of enormous tasks.
Trusting the Lord as the source of wisdom and trusting the people who are walking,
guiding and mentoring helped us thrive in the midst of the changes and challenges.
Handling difficult situations strengthened our working relationship and fostered
teamwork.

Through the journey….
He stretched me to discover the embedded strength for resiliency.
He purged me to extract the lesson of humility and submission that apart from Him I
can do nothing.
He filled my heart with “agape” to love without judgement and serve with integrity of
the heart.
I praise God for his steadfast love that compels me to continue serving.

Prepared by,
Evelyn Villanueva
Deputy Director

Aunty Grace

Teacher Eve - JOY in serving!

‘Walk by faith and
not by sight’

2 Corinthians 5:7
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“Leadership is all about taking people
on a journey. The challenge is that most
of the time we are asking people to
follow us to places we ourselves have
never been. There are no maps to guide
us - we are left to cut a trail.”
Andy Stanley, The Next Generation Leader

We are grateful to the Lord who has
brought us this far in the life of PJM. We
have ‘weathered’ the storm of Covid,
adapting our programs and services to
ensure the children are reached and
supported through the many challenges
they face. A wise leader has said ‘what got
us here, will not take us there!’ This past
year we have intentionally focused on
leadership development in the
Philippines. Looking ahead requires new
growth that is deeply rooted in the vision
and mission of Precious Jewels Ministry.

We are blessed by our Board of Directors,
godly men and women who are
committed to see PJM thrive. We have
worked closely with them in discerning
what is needed for the next generation of
leadership in PJM. We recognize that
God is raising up leaders from within the
ministry who are passionately carrying
the flame for children at risk and are
already ‘trailblazers’.

“Pass on to faithful men and women
what I have entrusted to you.”
2 Timothy 2:2

L EADER SH I P AND LOOK ING AHEAD LEADER SH I P AND LOOK ING AHEAD
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“PJM is like the
hand of a miner.
They go to different
places… to find
something precious.
They find those raw
gems and minerals
and help mold
them, help them
to see their own
value.”

PJM Youth Leader

Lorrie with community leaders Joke with Ang Tulay Coordinator Irene

PJM leadership team

Joke with Ang Tulay Coordinator Irene

We have the opportunity to pass on leadership
to those who will uphold the DNA of PJM, our
unity in Christ and consistency in programs. A
model of leadership that allows for mutual
growth and learning within the leadership
spectrum that PJM functions in and as we live
out the incarnational charism of the ministry.
Leadership that expands across the nations so
we remain strong as one ministry with one
heart-one mind-one purpose.

“PJM is like the hand of a miner. They go to
different places… to find something precious.
They find those raw gems and minerals and
help mold them, help them to see their own
value.” (PJM Youth Leader)

A miner has to be willing to go deep into the
ground to find those few precious gems. Often,
nothing is found but sand and mud and the
days seems to stretch into weeks of futility. But
then, suddenly, something is uncovered,
shining, and beauty is revealed. A treasure.
Precious and rare … like each of our children.

We pray the Lord will help us discover creative
ways to continue reaching out to families and
children regardless of restrictions or other
challenges we may face in the future.
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PHILIPPINES
P.O. Box 3356
1099 Metro Manila
Tel: 632-82886696

CANADA
P.O. Box 5528
Victoria, BC
250-474-1113 /
250-220-3930

UNITED STATES
MEANS (Mission East Asian
National Support)
P.O. Box 8434
Bartlett, Il. 60103

PJM Email: pjewels87@gmail.com | Website: preciousjewels.org | MEANS Email: info@meansusa.org

CONTACT US

PJM is blessed beyond words by the friends
and families who prayerfully and lovingly
support the ministry. You stand with us,
covering us with prayer, embracing us with
your love.
We are so grateful for the active role of our
Board of Directors in leading the ministry
through this uncharted and challenging season,
stretching their hours to accommodate three
international time zones.
We give thanks for the life of Jim Atwood who
went home to be with the Lord on October 02,
2021. Jim is a ‘founding father’ and a past
President of PJM Canada. He and his wife
Janet visited the Philippines numerous times.
We will miss his wise counsel!
We give thanks for the leadership of Teacher
Eve as Deputy Director, working closely with
PJM team members to assure the ministry
continues to serve our families; a wonderful
mixture of efficiency, creativity and
compassion.
We give glory to God for the stories of blessings
and how families were protected during the
pandemic and have helped others who have
lost loved ones.
We thank God for our Ang Tulay Ugandan
leaders, who selflessly volunteer their time
while caring for large extended families and
reaching out to orphans and widows.
We bless God who kept us all healthy and safe
as a ministry team in the midst of Covid and
other illnesses.
And last but certainly not the least, we praise
and thank the Lord for our family members,
friends, partner organizations and churches in
the Philippines, Uganda, Canada, the USA,
Australia, Singapore and other nations —
known by God and so appreciated by the family
of PJM!

GLORY TO GOD
FOR THE FR I ENDS OF P JM
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Youth Leaders team building
Allene discovering
new recipes

Aways a child at heart!

Double Blessing! Shiomar and
Tricia have twin girls!

Sharing our
Story with

children from
South Sudan

Youth
Leaders
training

Celebration at the heart of PJM!

Our Precious Jewels


