
 
 

 
THE REV. DR. ROBERT N. FARIS, B.A., M.DIV., M.TH., PH.D. 

Moderator of the 147th General Assembly 
 
Bob Faris is a lifelong Presbyterian with an ecumenical spirit and a calling to be open to the new 
thing that God is doing in our time. This has included more than 35 years of innovative ministry 
within The Presbyterian Church in Canada that has been focused on understanding and working 
toward the improvement of lives and communities negatively impacted by social injustice and 
colonialism. 
 
Raised in Newmarket and Sarnia, Ontario, Bob completed his undergraduate studies at Queen’s 
University. Both his late parents were Elders and Bob felt the call to ordained ministry early in 
life. His involvement in the Presbyterian Young People’s Society and Camp Kintail led to his 
ordination to camping ministry as the first fulltime Director of Kintail in 1984. His creative 
ministry influenced a new generation of leaders and set Camp Kintail on a path toward long-term 
development as a model of church camping. 
 
Bob’s passion for the life of the global church was fed in his studies at New College in Edinburgh 
where he received a M.Th. in 1987. The following year, he responded to a call to serve with the 
Presbyterian Church of Mozambique as a professor at the Seminário Unido de Ricatla, the first 
Canadian Presbyterian to be appointed to Mozambique. After language study in Brazil, he spent 
six years in the context of Mozambique’s civil war and its move toward multiparty democracy, as 
well as the ending of apartheid in neighbouring South Africa. His admiration for the courage and 
witness of Christians in Mozambique in the face of immense violence and poverty led to his 
doctoral thesis at the University of Cape Town in 2007, which was later published with the title, 
Liberating Mission in Mozambique: Faith and Revolution in the Life of Eduardo Mondlane. His 
experience in southern Africa also opened his eyes more fully to the legacy of colonialism in 
Canada and particularly the catastrophic harm done to Indigenous Peoples. 
 
Bob has been a key ecumenical leader at a time of significant challenge and change. He was 
Director of the Canadian Churches’ Forum for Global Ministries and the Churches’ Council on 
Theological Education in Canada. He also served as Convener of the General Assembly’s 
“Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations Committee” and the “E.H. Johnson Memorial Fund 
Committee”. He chaired the Board of Cooperation Canada Mozambique, was a member of the 
Governing Board of the Canadian Council of Churches, was a delegate to the Uniting General 
Council of the World Communion of Reformed Churches, and accompanied the Moderator’s visit 
to Lebanon, Israel and Palestine in response to the Kairos Palestine document. 
 
In 2011, Bob was called to St. Andrew’s Church in Toronto. He shares in worship leadership, 
coordinates large Out of the Cold and Refugee Sponsorship programs, has provided innovative 
leadership in adult education and has fostered a partnership relationship with Marabella Church in 
Trinidad. He has had a significant role in St. Andrew’s growth among a younger demographic 
living in condos and working downtown and its deepening commitment to being an intercultural 
and inclusive congregation. He has also taken leadership in the Presbytery of East Toronto and in 
this time, he served on the General Assembly’s Committee on Church Doctrine. 
 
Over four years, Bob served as Co-Convener of the General Assembly’s Special Listening 
Committee re. LGBTQI, known as Rainbow Communion. As a gay man, Bob has personally 
experienced the harm done to people who identify as LGBTQI in the church. He has sought to live 
with integrity while calling the church to change its doctrine and practice that has diminished and 
harmed God’s beloved LGBTQI children. He rejoiced when all twenty-three recommendations of 

The Presbyterian Church  
in Canada 

 

L’Église presbytérienne  
au Canada 
 



 Page 2 
 

Rainbow Communion were adopted in 2021 as well as the Remits which allowed for same sex 
marriage and the ordination of people in same sex relationships. 
 
Amid the many challenges and periods of grace experienced during the pandemic, Bob continues 
to look forward to responding to God’s call in ministry and to sharing the journey into this new 
time that lays before us all. 
 


