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“His master praised the unrighteous steward because he had acted with 

prudence”. 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Last week the Lord Jesus called us to bear good fruit. “A good tree cannot bring 

forth evil fruit,” He said. It was a reminder that we are to be like Christ. The Holy 

Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are the children of God; therefore, we 

must do our best to imitate Him in our words and actions, and even in our 

thoughts. As Jesus said, “Not everyone that saith unto Me, ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter 

the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 

heaven.” Basically, in this Trinity Season, these are the two points being 

emphasized: “the glory of our calling, and the challenge of living in accord with it” 

(Fr. Robert Crouse).  

To help us with the challenges of daily Christian living  -- of Christlikeness -- this 

morning’s Gospel underlines a key concept: the importance of making good use -- 

wise and prudent use – of what we have. At first, it seems strange that Jesus 

would tell a story wherein the actions of the dishonest employee are praised. So, I 

invite you to look at it again, beginning on page 232 of the Prayer Book. As we 

see, this Gospel was recorded by St. Luke, but it is the Lord Jesus who is speaking 

to His disciples. The main characters in His story are a rich man and his steward or 

manager. The situation is that the steward is said to be wasting product; so the 

rich man orders an account of the books. Is money being embezzelled or has the 

steward simply become too casual in his work? 

In the bit of time the steward has before meeting with his boss to present the 

accounts, the steward calls in the customers and makes a deal with them. He 

changes what they owe to a lesser amount and records it in the ledger. For 

example, one owed 100 measures of oil and the steward changed it to fifty. 

Another owed 100 measures of wheat and the steward changed it to eighty. 

Basically, he used the little time he had left in the business to make some friends. 

It was dishonest, but it was a wise move. In fact, when the owner found out, “he 

praised the unrighteous steward because he had acted with prudence”. 

‘Prudence’ is another word for wisdom. It may even mean ‘shrewd’. 



The owner did not praise the manager for being dishonest. He complemented him 

for being wise – for using what he had to make some friends that he could reach 

out to when he was unemployed. Prudence – making good use of what we have 

to be Christlike – that’s the take-home for us. 

The Epistle presents an example of how the people of Israel were NOT prudent. 

St. Paul says that “with many of them God was not well pleased” and “they were 

overthrown in the wilderness”. He says that “these things were our examples, to 

the intent we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted”. In this sense, 

‘lust’ is another word for ‘greed’. It goes with ‘craving’, and it describes what 

happens when I lose sight of what’s important. I want what I want, and I let go of 

the things that are truly good and valuable in order to get more of this particular 

thing. The thing may not be bad in itself, but if I spend more time with it than I 

should, then it becomes problematic. 

For example, let’s take hockey as an example. There is nothing wrong with it, in 

itself. However, if I give it priority on Sunday, and use it as an excuse for not 

coming to Church to worship God, then I have not been wise. The hockey world 

may think I have done the right thing, but from a Christian perspective I have 

failed. I speak of hockey and Sunday mornings, but the point goes beyond 

Sundays. 

The point goes deeper to include my whole life. How am I using my time and the 

things that I have for the purposes of Heaven? Actually, maybe I should ask, 

‘Where am I not using my time and talents for God’s glory?’ 

In the 1980’s an American university football coach named Lou Holtz encouraged 

his players to ask themselves a simple question often throughout the day. It was, 

‘What’s Important Now’? The acronym W.I.N. – What’s Important Now – became 

a helpful tool for focusing on and prioritizing the most important thing at any 

given moment and making it count in the bigger picture. 

For us at St. George’s, it became important to respond to the dramatic changes 

happening in Moncton. Last summer we began to use our kitchen and shower and 

washer and dryer – and the good will of many volunteers and donors – to deepen 

our relationship with the community friends and other people and a variety of 

agencies in our neighbourhood. We hope that this will be a prudent use of time 



and resources towards communicating God’s saving grace in Christ Jesus to the 

community. 

But let’s consider this call to be wise and prudent in terms of family life. As 

Christians, we believe that the most important thing for our children and 

grandchildren is their life in Christ. Why? Because in Christ, and in God the Holy 

Trinity, there is everything that is perfect and beautiful, good and holy. In Him 

there is eternal Truth and Grace, healing and forgiveness, love and happiness. In 

God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit we find ourselves – our identity and belonging. 

We discover what our humanity is meant to be. We find our redemption and 

salvation, and our purpose.   

That said, how can we use our time – our morning and bedtime routines; our 

mealtimes; our evenings and weekends? I’m thinking about reading Bible Stories 

and giving thanks before eating our food. How can we use the iPAD, the computer 

and the television to encourage our children in the faith? How can we use the 

beauty and accessibility of nature to teach them about God as the Maker of 

Heaven and earth? How can we use some precious quiet time to listen to children 

and to connect with them? 

It has been said that kids copy faith. In other words, they pay attention to the 

words and practices of people they love and respect. If a Bible Story is important 

to you, there is a high probability that it will be important to them.  

As a final word, my development in the life of faith, and yours; and the lives of our 

children and grandchildren requires making good use of our time and the 

opportunities before us. Growing in faith, hope and charity does not just 

magically happen. It requires effort. Becoming more and more like Christ involves 

wise and prudent use of what we have. It is a daily work that requires much 

patience and the help of the Holy Spirit. As today’s Collect says, “Grant to us, 

Lord, the spirit to think and do always such things as be rightful”. 

As the children of God and citizens of the kingdom of Heaven, may this be our 

resolve this morning.     

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost… 

 



         

 


