
Helping a Local Ukrainian Refugee 

ABC 27 news recently aired a story of a 17 year old boy, Maksym (Max) Lhyschuk who had come to 

Hershey from Ukraine.  The story stated that Max and his grandfather were in the countryside when Kiev 

was bombed for the first time.  When 

they found out, they went to the 

grandfather’s home and worried about 

Max’s parents who were still in Kiev.  

The parents finally found their way to 

the grandfather’s home and all were 

united.  They made their way safely to 

Poland.  There they found out about a 

Virginia university that was offering 

summertime classes for refugees in the 

United States.  Max was accepted and 

gratefully attended.  After the course 

was over, the 100 students at the 

university had to find other schools to 

attend.  A woman from Hershey, Kathy Taylor, who wanted to be hands-on to help victims of the Ukraine 

invasion, took Max into her Hershey home and got him enrolled at Lebanon Valley.  However, Max has 

to raise money to go to school since he is here on a student Visa, or he will be sent back to Ukraine.  

Currently he is working to support himself & Kathy was told to set up a Go Fund Me page on Facebook 

which she has done.   

After seeing the story, I was moved to try to help this young man with funds from our Refugee Fund here 

at Trinity. I contacted Kathy regarding where to send our contribution.  She advised me to send funds to 

Lebanon Valley College Refugee Scholarship Fund, c/o Matt Weaver (VP of Advancement), 101 College 

Avenue, Annville, PA 17003.  When I texted her that I wrote a letter and sent money to the Fund for Max, 

she read the text to him, and he was so overcome by our generosity that he wanted to meet our congregation 

and personally thank us. 

Max and his sponsor, Kathy, will hopefully be attending the service at Trinity Lutheran Church on August 

21, 2022 at 10 am.  We hope that everyone reading this story will be able to attend church services on the 

21st to show their support of Max. 

       


