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Intro 
[Title slide 01] 

Let’s make sure we are all on the same page as we jump into this story. Jesus of Nazareth had just 

spent the last three years in a very public ministry going from town to town telling anyone who would 

listen that the Kingdom of God had come. To most people in those towns, the Kingdom of God meant 

that God Almighty, Jehovah Himself was about to establish His presence and rule on earth. God’s 

Kingdom is the earthly manifestation of all the Jewish people held dear. 

This idea was at the very heart of the identity of the people of Israel. 

In addition to declaring God’s Kingdom, Jesus also displayed substantial power. He healed sickness, 

rescued people from demonic possession, multiplied food to feed large crowds and even raised 

people from the dead. 

Though many people followed Jesus around, each with their own reason – maybe to see another 

miracle healing; maybe to get another miracle meal or maybe because they believed in what he 

taught about the Kingdom of God – there was a small group of those who had been with him early on. 

When Jesus was arrested, this was the group that stayed as close to him as permissible. This was the 

group that huddled together in fear and confusion after the gruesome death on a Roman cross of 

Jesus, their leader, on a Roman cross. At any moment, they had thought, a Roman garrison would 

break down their doors, arrest them and lead them to their own executions all for daring to believe in 

the one who they were convinced was someone very special and unique from God.  

After waiting in dread for three days, they began to believe that the threat had passed. Some of them 

even slipped out very early that day resolving to try and reintegrate back into their “normal” lives and 

maybe to pretend that none of this ever happened. 

Cleopas and his friend, among the first of the hiding disciples to emerge, began the roughly seven-

mile trek back to their homes in a town called Emmaus (roughly like walking from the church to Thetis 

Lake in the west or, Mattick’s Farm in the north). It was on this journey that they encountered a 

mysterious stranger who asked them the question – our question for today: 

(Show Slide 02) Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 

his glory? 
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Sorry for the length of the question but this is it. Maybe not quite as evocative as “Why do you worry?” 

or as interesting as “What reward do you have?” 

[…] 

Body 
(Show Slide 03) The Struggle: Living in a Tragedy 
The definition of a tragedy in literation terms is a story that starts off really well for the hero but has 

an unhappy ending. This is the kind of story that Cleopas and his friend told each other. 

Hero = Jesus of Nazareth: a concrete particular 

[Cleopas: source material for the reader] 

(Show Slide 04) Body: Our Hero Emerges 

Prophet, mighty in deed and word (19) 

[He even called himself the “Son of Man”] 

“Prophet” is a specific term 

At the very least but crucial to the role: must be accurate 

If a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord but the thing does not take place or prove true, it is a word 

that the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; do not be frightened by it. 

(Deuteronomy 18:22) 

Jesus of Nazareth was EXACTLY what we want in a prophet. 

On top of that, he demonstrated miraculous power. 

Therefore: “we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel” (21) 

I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and 

he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and 

glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 

(Daniel 7:13-14) 

[NB., Neb’s dream in Daniel 2, esp. v44: “the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be 

destroyed […] and it shall stand forever”] 

(Show Slide 05) Anti-Climax: An Incidental Scene 

 “some women of our group astounded us” 

o “they did not find his body there” 

o “they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said he 

was alive” 

o “Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women 

had said” 
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 “they did not see him” 

When the signs did not match the way they expected, they lost hope. This illustrates the power of our 

expectations and offers us good reason to keep our expectations under observation. 

The problem with expectations is that they can be built on top of anything. When that anything 

includes misunderstanding or even error, we put ourselves in jeopardy. They got two parts: signs of 

the prophet of God and signs of an empty tomb but even those were not enough to get passed the 

middle part. For Cleopas and his friend, the story really ended at the climax. 

(Show Slide 06) Climax: A Tragic Demise 

 “our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him” 

o “it is now the third day since these things took place” (If they were debating, this 

might have been one of the topics: how long is too long.) 

They were going back to their lives as part of this tragic story. 

The Reply: Clarifying the Story 
(Show Slide 07) Enter: The Mysterious Stranger 

Every good story has this kind of character, right? Someone who meets our hapless protagonists who 

are wandering way off track to guide them back by helping them recalibrate the story. 

I don’t know what you are thinking but that is not the story of Jesus of Nazareth! 

Actually: (Show Slide 08) 

 “how foolish you are” (understanding) 

 “how slow of heart” (deciding) 

This is a challenge to all of us from THE STRANGER. 

[…] 

He then specifies 

 Your own Moses and the Prophets 

 The words of the man himself (Jesus of Nazareth, that is – remember for now he is the 

mysterious stranger) 

(Show Slide 09) Moses and the Prophets of Israel 

 Genesis 3:15 

 Isaiah 53:2-12 

 Ezekiel 2:1-6 

 Daniel 7:13-4 

(Show Slide 10) Jesus’ Own Prophetic Words 

 The Angel to the women in Luke 24:6-8 
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o “Remember how he told you […] the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners and 

be crucified and on the third day rise again” 

o “Then they remembered his words” 

 Peter makes his declaration then, boom, Luke 9:22: “ ‘The Son of Man must undergo great 

suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised.’” 

 Jesus exorcises a demon then, boom, Luke 9:44: “ ‘Let these words sink into your ears: The 

Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands.’” 

The Response 
(Show Slide 11) Conclusion: Living in the Right Story 

 “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scripture to us? 

 “That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem” (Checked it out) 

Keep in mind the entire question asked by Jesus: 

Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things AND THEN ENTER INTO HIS GLORY? 

Suffering then glory. 

Glory through suffering. 

Conclusion 
[Title slide 12] 

The story we tell ourselves gives us the material with which we use to make daily decisions both big 

and small. If, for instance, we choose not to believe in God, we will have different reasons for our 

actions and we will have a different set of actions from which to choose. If we tell ourselves that our 

story includes God, but the version of that story includes a God that is angry and punitive, our 

thoughts and actions will be affected.  

When Jesus asked his question of the two on the road, he was suggesting three things: 

First, your story is wrong. 

Second, you can reconsider. 

Third, I will show you. 

Then, as Norval Geldenhuys explains, 

(Show Slide 13) With burning hearts (verse 32), but still unaware that it was Jesus Himself who was 

teaching them, they listened to His incomparable exposition of the deepest contents of the Old 

Testament. And thus they learned that everything that had happened to the Saviour was in 

agreement with the prophetic Word and that He would still be revealed as Conqueror. (Geldenhuys, 

Luke) 
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This is how he rekindled hope in these men. They were correct but only partially correct. The day will 

come when Jesus returns “as Conqueror” to finalize the process of redemption.  

(Show Slide 14) What story are you telling yourself? 

But there is so much more than hope available. The story of Jesus Christ, embraced by countless 

people across time claims that the God of the universe, source of all that exists, has acted in time and 

space with the purpose of reconciling all of humanity to himself. His desire is not one of us live now 

and in eternity apart from his loving care. He invites us to respond. 

This leads us to our great need:  

(Show slide 15) Our Great Need: Get Our Story Straight 
 Read the Whole Book. 
 Use Jesus as the Interpretive Key. 
 Pay attention to the internal witness of the Spirit. 
 Check the story with each other. 

 


