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Series: Receiving life by believing in God’s Son (a Gospel of John study)   

Sermon Text: John 2:13-22       Kids Word: Temple 

(Possibly Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48; but some think Jesus did this twice) 

 

John’s stated purpose in writing was to help us “believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, so we 

can have life in his name.” After covering the “intro/prologue” in 1:1-18, we’re now exploring the 

section of stories from 1:19-11:57 illustrating how it looks “when people meet Jesus.” Today’s text 

describes a wild event where Jesus got super angry in the temple and ran everyone out! While this is 

a side of Jesus few expect or prefer, it reveals His zeal for holiness and this… 

BIG IDEA: The body of Christ is God’s true temple. 

 

Let’s consider some key ideas and applications in our text. 

Let’s begin by trying to understand the situation in verses 13-17. 13 The Passover of the Jews was 

at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen 

and sheep and pigeons, and the moneychangers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he 

drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the 

moneychangers and overturned their tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, "Take 

these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade." 17 His disciples remembered 

that it was written, "Zeal for your house will consume me." (*this was a quote from Psalm 69:9) 

Why were Jewish people traveling to Jerusalem? (2:13) 

• In Deuteronomy 16:1-8, God established rules for the annual Passover, where Jewish people 

would travel to the temple to offer sacrifices and remember the God who had brought their 

ancestors out of Egypt. For more about the Passover, check out our sermons from Mark 14. 

What was happening in the temple? (2:14) 

• Sacrificial animals were being sold to the worshippers. This was a necessary service because 

traveling with your sacrificial animal was often impractical and expensive. This setup enabled 

travelers to buy their sacrificial animals at the temple. For more about the temple, check out 

our sermons from Mark 11 (HERE and HERE). 

Why did Jesus get angry? (2:15-16) 

• Jewish families traveled to the temple annually, so this was not His first visit. In fact, Luke 2 

describes His family trip at age 12. He had become painfully acquainted with their messed-up 

system, and His rage had been bubbling up for years. His words at Cana explain how He had 

kept a lid on His anger…He had been following His Father’s timetable for revealing Himself 

as Messiah. Why did this otherwise necessary service bother Him so much? It’s likely the sales 

process was rigged against the buyers, but most upsetting was how this market had been setup 

https://www.lbcohio.com/bha/study?wpfc_sermon_topics=passover
https://www.lbcohio.com/sermons/mark-1112-26
https://www.lbcohio.com/sermons/mark-1112-26-part-two
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in “The court of the Gentiles”, a space God had designated for non-Jewish people to pray. The 

Jewish leaders could have set it up anywhere in Jerusalem, yet they put it where the Gentiles, 

their perceived enemies, came to pray! Can you imagine trying to focus and pray while the air 

as full of animal smells and a noisy flea market? No wonder Jesus was totally hacked off! 

When did this cleansing occur? 

• We can’t be certain. Some scholars suppose there were 2 temple cleansings. Other scholars 

question the validity of this gospel because Matthew, Mark, and Luke placed this event at the 

end of Jesus’ ministry. In my opinion, the placement doesn’t matter, and Jesus could have done 

this more than once. I mean, isn’t it possible the temple returned to “business as usual” and 

Jesus returned for a second round of wrath? Besides, the timing is irrelevant since John’s aim 

was theological (study of God), not chronological (sequence of events). John wrote this after 

the 3 other gospels were already published. His aim was not to repeat their work but to explain 

why things happened and what it all meant (cf. John 20:30-31). I know people get super hung 

up on supposed Bible controversies, but in over 3 decades of study, I’ve found no controversy 

to be unexplainable for those willing to think and be reasonable. Furthermore, I would suggest 

it is unreasonable to let our well-documented faith in a God who is admittedly mysterious be 

shipwrecked by things that are difficult to grasp. 

 

Now, let’s learn what this wild event means in verses 18-22. 18 So the Jews said to him, "What 

sign do you show us for doing these things?" 19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and 

in three days I will raise it up." 20 The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this 

temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 

this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  

This event teaches us Jesus is God’s new temple. 

• As we’ve said, when John used the term “Jews” in reference to antagonistic people, he often 

meant the religious leaders, not the commoners. Asking Jesus for a sign was like saying, “Who 

gave you the right to wreck their sacred temple?” While we know these leaders were corrupt, 

it was their job to ask such questions. After all, the temple was the heartbeat of Jewish worship 

and where the uncontainable God chose to funnel Himself and be known to His people. These 

Priests, Levites, and Scribes were rightly protecting their Passover feast and temple which God 

had established and affirmed when He manifested His glory in the Tabernacle of Moses, the 

pillars of fire and smoke that led Israel, and Solomon’s temple.  
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• These 1st century Jewish leaders had 46 years invested in building this temple and were not 

about to let some new guy wreck it. Of course, their temple had become an idol from which 

they derived power and status. So, when Jesus cryptically replied “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up” they were less than happy. Ironically, we’re told this phrase later 

became a signpost to bolster the faith of the disciples after Jesus’ resurrection. NT Wright, a 

New Testament scholar, tells us that “somehow, John wants us to understand, what Jesus did 

in the Temple is a hint at the new meaning he is giving to Passover. This will be important for 

the other Passover moments in the story: in chapter 6, for instance, and of course in the final 

scenes which begin in chapter 12…It’s also a hint – and a strong one – as to what Jesus thinks 

of the Temple itself. Clearly, he regards it as corrupt, and under God’s judgment.”   

• John, of course, tells us what it all meant when he delivered our “big idea” on a silver platter: 

“He was speaking about the temple of His body.” This passage reveals Jesus’s body is God’s 

true temple, which had been foreshadowed by the tabernacle of Moses, Solomon’s temple, and 

this 1st century temple. Colossians 1:19 says, “In Jesus, all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell”, so His body is everything God intended the earthly temple to be. Around 70. A.D. was 

when Rome reduced the 1st century temple to dust. While some believe God will commission 

another physical temple in its place, we do not subscribe to that theory because of what Jesus 

said here and what John wrote later in Revelation 21:22, “I saw no temple in the city, for its 

temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.” A temple representing the old system is 

no longer needed because the body of Jesus is the new temple that represents the new system!  

• 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 says, “Do you know your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. Therefore, 

glorify God in your body.” It’s a misconception to view individual believers as self-contained 

“mini temples” because that defies Scripture’s theme of a single temple. A clearer metaphor is 

found in 1 Peter 2:5, “You are like living stones being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” The temple or 

dwelling place of God today is not any individual person or local church. It is a collective of 

diverse, spirit-indwelled believers united with Jesus by grace through faith.  
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• Who knew God was in the business of spiritual construction? Our Master Builder actively 

mines the rock quarry of humanity to rescue “dead stones” that the world has pushed around, 

objectified, manipulated, misused, and devalued. He repurposes such stones, like you and me, 

by building us into a beautiful and holy temple, where His presence dwells, and His Son is the 

Chief Cornerstone. Each of us has a unique and complementary position to play in this temple 

and body of Christ. We will explore several other implications next week. For now, I want to 

conclude with a summary and challenge from Professor NT Wright who said, “In the two vivid 

scenes of chapter 2, John has introduced us to almost all the major themes of the gospel story 

and has given us food for thought about where it’s all going. But, as so often, he ends with a 

hint as to how people should respond. If you see the signs Jesus is doing, then trust him. 

Believe in him. Jesus, after all, is the one who knows you through and through.” Friend, does 

your life does your life reflect your acceptance of God’s Son and your inclusion in God’s new 

temple? If not, or if you’re not sure, we would love to help you process and apply these 

amazing truths in your life.  

 

Let’s pray…Father, there’s so much imagery and truth to take in from this passage, but what I hope is 

most visible and clear is what Jesus said about Himself. He is the ultimate and true temple of God 

who, by grace through faith, is inviting us to unite with Him to be rescued from our sinful deadness 

and repurposed as living stones. What a beautiful mystery that is! Help us to process it and be drawn 

to you because of it. It’s my prayer that everyone hearing these truths would accept Jesus as their 

Savior and hope of becoming part of Your eternal temple. Amen.  

 

Our next song speaks to Jesus’ reconstructive purposes. Please stand and proclaim with us the glory 

of our, “Blessed Redeemer.” 

 

So, what’s your NEXT STEP? 

• Remember, our next step always begins with faith in Christ. Either placing faith in Him for the 

first time or exercising faith to repent, change, and grow. Either way, His Spirit will help you. 

 

Quotes/Additional thoughts: 

• Context: The Gospel of the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee, provides a clearly stated 

purpose. John 20:30-31 says, “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Some 

people demand to have all their questions satisfied before bowing to Jesus, yet John claimed 

his limited account was enough to bring anyone to faith. As we read it, our Savior and friend 
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emerges from the pages as a real person in the real world. Jesus shows us what we could 

become, if we too would rely on His infinite Father who will gladly supply whatever we need. 

• The temple: “The Temple was the beating heart of Judaism. It wasn’t just, as it were, a church 

on a street corner. It was the centre of worship and music, of politics and society, of national 

celebration and mourning. It was also the place where you would find more animals (alive and 

dead) than anywhere else. But, towering above all these, it was of course the place where 

Israel’s God, YHWH, had promised to live in the midst of his people. It was the focal point of 

the nation, and of the national way of life…And the questions it all raises are: what was wrong 

with the Temple? Why did Jesus do what he did? And what does his answer mean, when they 

asked him for a sign?” Professor NT Wright 

• The temple problem: “Every year, Jews from around the world traveled to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover because they were only allowed to offer the sacrifice at the temple 

(Deut. 16:1–8). It was impractical and expensive to bring the animal to be sacrificed, and so it 

was possible to buy lambs, oxen, and so on in the city. Money changers would set themselves 

up in the city, along with those who sold animals, to facilitate this process…serving the people 

by enabling them to trade their currency for shekels, the only money in which the temple tax 

could be paid. These activities in themselves were not wrong; the problem was the locale in 

which they were conducted (the court of the Gentiles, where the nations came to pray). They 

made worship impossible in the temple courts, for the ruckus of animals and commerce 

certainly is not conducive to a reverent atmosphere. Thus, they barred access to the God-

fearers who came to worship Yahweh. Also, the moneychangers charged exorbitant rates for 

currency exchange and price-gouging occurred in selling the animals. These practices insulted 

the Lord by its exploitation of the poor (Prov. 14:31). Thus, Jesus rightly expelled these 

merchants from the temple in order to restore God’s house to a place where all could worship 

(John 2:15–16).” Ligonier Devotionals Money changing: “Exodus 30:13–16 commanded that 

a half-shekel be given for every male worshiper over twenty years of age. For this, and all 

other offerings in the temple, foreign money (with its idolatrous images) could not be used. So, 

everyone had to exchange their money for Tyrian coins. They had to pay a charge for this 

service...To top it off, the Court of the Gentiles was used as a regular Jerusalem thoroughfare 

because it afforded a convenient cross-town route to the Mount of Olives...The Court of the 

Gentiles was a huge religious circus! ...This had been holy ground for a thousand years, ever 

since King Solomon finished his great dedicatory prayer and the glory of the Lord so filled the 

temple that the priests could not enter, and all Israel knelt on the pavement outside as they saw 

the fire of glory descend on the temple (2 Chronicles 7:1–3)...Jesus stood (and stands) with his 

“sleeves rolled up” to rid his people of all unholiness, and the floor quickly cleared. He meant 

business...was a direct quotation from Isaiah 56:7 and stated a main purpose for the Court of 

the Gentiles—to be a place where the Gentiles could come for prayer and meditation in 

seeking God. But as it was, it was impossible to concentrate on anything, much less to pray 

and worship...But the real shame of this spiritual robbery was that Gentiles, and indeed all 

seeking Israel, were being perverted from true worship!” Kent Hughes, Pastor 

• The sacrificial process: “Hour by hour worshippers came to the Temple, changed money into 

the official coinage, bought animals that were guaranteed perfect for sacrifice (if you brought 

an animal from some distance, there was a good chance it might be attacked on the way and so 

no longer be a perfect specimen, able to be sacrificed)...The sacrificial system, and with it the 
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reason for the Temple’s existence, depended on money-changing and animal purchase. By 

stopping the entire process, even just for a short but deeply symbolic moment, Jesus was 

saying, more powerfully than any words could express: the Temple is under God’s judgment. 

Its reason for existing is being taken away...We should think twice, therefore, before we 

‘apply’ this passage, as is sometimes done, to occasions when we feel that people are trying to 

commercialize religion, to mix God and Mammon. Yes, that’s a danger, and the church must 

always watch out for it. But Jesus’ protest was far deeper, and if we applied it today it 

wouldn’t just be the churches that ought to tremble, but the lawcourts and legislative 

assemblies, the royal palaces and banking centers, the places where power is so often wielded 

to the benefit of the already powerful and the down treading of the already powerless, the 

places where people with power or wealth turn in on themselves instead of outwards in 

generosity towards the world.” NT Wright, Theologian 

• God’s idea corrupted: “The courts of the complex had become a mixture of flea market and 

stock market. This so-called “Annas Bazaar” was named for Annas, a godfather-like figure 

who once held the office of high priest but had been deposed by the Roman government more 

than fifteen years earlier. Since that time, he ruled through a successive series of puppet priests, 

most of them his sons, and continued to run a well-established con game on a grand scale…all 

Jewish males were expected to visit the temple, to pay the tax required by the Law of Moses, 

and to sacrifice an animal. On Passover, the sacrifice was to be a lamb, and as always, it had to 

be without blemish or defect. Moreover, the tax had to be paid in shekels, not in foreign 

currency, which bore images forbidden by the Law…Annas and his cronies set up stations in 

the temple courts for the purpose of exchanging foreign currency for shekels—for an 

exorbitant fee, of course. Then, he supplied sacrificial animals, for which he charged top 

price…This is what Jesus had seen each year as He and His family visited the temple to 

celebrate festivals, observe sacrifices, and glorify God…Before the official beginning of His 

ministry, Jesus visited the temple as a worshiper in His Father’s house. But the time had come 

for Him to enter as the Messiah, the owner and ruler of the place. In fulfillment of prophecy 

(Mal. 3:1-4), His first official act was to purge His temple of a stubborn infestation…Jesus’ 

disciples stood back—probably in stunned silence. With mouths wide open.” Pastor Chuck 

Swindoll 

• When was the temple cleansed? “In Matthew, Mark and Luke it occurs at the end of Jesus’ 

public career, when he arrives in Jerusalem for the last time, rather than at the beginning as it 

does here. All sorts of theories exist as to which is right – or whether, even, Jesus did 

something like this twice. In favour of putting the incident at the beginning, as John does, is 

the fact that Matthew, Mark and Luke don’t have Jesus in Jerusalem at all during his adult life, 

so the final journey is the only place where it can happen. John, however, has Jesus going to 

and fro to Jerusalem a good deal throughout his short career. And if he had done something 

like this at the beginning, it would explain certain things very well: why, for instance, people 

came from Jerusalem to Galilee to check him out (e.g. Mark 3.22; 7.1), and why, when the 

high priest finally decided it was time to act, they already felt they had a case against him 

(John 11.47–53). But there is no doubt what John thinks it all means. It is Passover time; he 

has already told us that Jesus is God’s Passover lamb, and now he goes to Jerusalem at the time 

when liberation, freedom, rescue from slavery was being celebrated. Somehow, John wants us 

to understand, what Jesus did in the Temple is a hint at the new meaning he is giving to 
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Passover. This will be important for the other Passover moments in the story: in chapter 6, for 

instance, and of course in the final scenes which begin in chapter 12…It’s also a hint – and a 

strong one – as to what Jesus thinks of the Temple itself. Clearly, he regards it as corrupt, and 

under God’s judgment.” Professor NT Wright 

• Jesus’ rage: “‘Instead of solemn dignity and the murmur of prayer there is the bellowing of 

cattle and the bleating of sheep. Instead of brokenness and contrition, holy adoration and 

prolonged petition, there is noisy commerce.’ …‘Gentle Jesus, meek and mild’ is nowhere 

more inaccurate and unhistorical than here. Among the many epithets which might with justice 

be applied to Jesus, this incident makes it abundantly clear that ‘mild’ is not one of them; not 

ever!” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• Zeal for God’s house: “The scene prompted the disciples to recall Psalm 69: ‘Zeal for your 

house will consume me’ (v. 9). In that psalm, David was opposed by those who disdained his 

respect for true worship and for the temple. The parallels with Jesus are clear, for He 

encountered opposition for His cleansing the temple (John 2:18–22). Like David, Jesus was 

opposed for being zealous for God and His worship.” Ligonier Devotionals 

• The temporal temple: “Many people have thought that Jesus was simply protesting against 

commercialization... Harking back to the old prophetic books of Isaiah and Jeremiah, Jesus is 

reminding his hearers that the Temple had always been an ambiguous thing...It could never in 

fact be the full and final dwelling-place of the true God (1 Kings 8.27)...If Israel began to take 

it for granted, to use the Temple and the promises attached to it as an excuse for immoral and 

unjust behavior, then the Temple itself could and would be judged. That’s what the early 

chapters of Jeremiah are all about, including the quotation that comes here: God’s house has 

become a brigand’s cave...The word ‘brigand’, in Jesus’ day, wasn’t a word for ‘thief’ or 

‘robber’ in the ordinary sense, but for the revolutionaries, those we today would call the ultra-

orthodox, plotting and ready to use violence to bring about their nationalist dreams...Part of 

Jesus’ charge against his fellow-Jews was that Israel as a whole had used its vocation, to be the 

light of the world, as an excuse for a hard, narrow, nationalist piety and politics in which the 

rest of the world was to be, not enlightened, but condemned...The Temple had been intended to 

symbolize God’s dwelling with Israel for the sake of the world; it had come to symbolize not 

God’s welcome to the nations but God’s exclusion of them. The holy brigands who were bent 

on violent rebellion against Rome – which in Jesus’ view was exactly the wrong way to bring 

about the kingdom of God...the guardians of the Temple itself were notorious for their rich and 

oppressive lifestyle. Violence towards outsiders; injustice towards Israel itself; that was what 

the Temple had come to mean.” NT Wright, Theologian 

• Righteous anger: “Since everything that the Lord does is holy and good, considering His 

actions can help us understand whether certain activities are evil in and of themselves. The 

Father and the Son get angry (Ps. 7:11–13; Rev. 14:14–20), so we know that anger is not 

inherently sinful because God can do no wrong (James 1:13). However, given the Creator-

creature distinction, is the Almighty alone capable of righteous anger? …Getting angry without 

sinning is hard for us to do as fallen creatures, but Jesus’ example shows us that it is possible. 

We should feel a righteous anger when we see the worship of God defiled, and it should 

motivate us to righteous action and to pray for the souls of those who do not treat the Lord with 

reverence. If we feel no anger at all when we witness false worship of our Creator, then we 

must ask Him to create in us a zeal for His praise on the earth…But is it ever right for us to be 
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angry? If Jesus never sinned, and if, as a man, He got angry, then we know there are times 

when men and women can rightly be angered…Today’s study helps us understand there are 

two things that make God especially angry. First, the merchants blocked the Gentiles from 

learning about and worshiping the Lord, and today we can legalistically impose regulations not 

found in Scripture that can inhibit the spread of the Gospel. Second, God will not countenance 

any who exploit or overlook the needs of the poor. May we enjoy freedom in Christ, help the 

poor, and thereby please our Father.” Ligonier Devotionals 

• Anticipating a future temple: “Many Christians are eagerly expecting the day in which the 

physical temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt. Today’s passage, however, tells us that the only 

temple we should be looking forward to is the temple that is Christ’s body, which we will see 

in the new heaven and earth. The temple pointed to Christ, and it is fulfilled in Christ and His 

church, so let us love Christ and His people.” Ligonier devotionals 

Articles/Songs/Videos: 

• http://www.rubymountainbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/23-Herods-Temple.pdf 

• https://cafn.us/2014/04/24/biblical-nuggets-herods-temple-on-the-temple-mount/ 

• https://freegracekids.com/2018/01/29/lesson-19-solomon-the-temple-and-sanctification/ 

• https://www.gotquestions.org/selling-in-church.html 

• https://readingacts.com/2012/11/04/mark-1115-19-selling-in-the-temple/ 

Helpful thoughts for discussion leaders: 

1. Go for a single, not a home run…don’t drag the night out; realize more people = less deep sharing. 

2. Keep discussion around 30mins. Once you hit the “sweet spot”, spend your time there. 

 

Challenge Questions 

Review the BIG IDEA: The body of Christ is God’s true temple. 

-Simple questions…What is God teaching you? What are you going to do about it? How will it help 

you love & serve others? 

 

Preparation questions for John 2:13-22. 

• What were the Passover and the Temple supposed to be about? (2:13-14) 

• Why do you think Jesus got angry and wild in the temple? (2:15-17) 

• Why did the religious leaders feel they had the authority to question Jesus? (2:18) 

• What did Jesus’ reply mean, and why do you think his audience misunderstood it? (2:19-22) 

• In what way was Jesus’ reply a “signpost” to something later? (2:22) 

 

Application questions from John 2:13-22. 

• What about this broken world upsets you and causes you to doubt God? Is it always wise to let 

our anger out or can we learn something from Jesus in the temple? Healthy ways to process 

grief include prayer, speaking with a trustworthy friend, and seeking professional guidance. 

• What supposed Bible controversies have impacted your faith? Why can’t we expect God to 

explain everything, and how do our human limitations impact our ability to comprehend?  

• Have you united with Jesus, “the cornerstone”, by grace through faith and become a “living 

temple stone”? If so, what can this temple incident reveal about Jesus’ desires for you?  

 

http://www.rubymountainbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/23-Herods-Temple.pdf
https://cafn.us/2014/04/24/biblical-nuggets-herods-temple-on-the-temple-mount/
https://freegracekids.com/2018/01/29/lesson-19-solomon-the-temple-and-sanctification/
https://www.gotquestions.org/selling-in-church.html
https://readingacts.com/2012/11/04/mark-1115-19-selling-in-the-temple/
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Here are some great resources for digging deeper into community group life… 

How life together looks http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story 

Rethinking what we do https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded 

Numerous articles to provoke thought http://toddengstrom.com/archives/ 

What groups of 2-3 might look like http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf 

http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded
http://toddengstrom.com/archives/
http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf

