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Series: Receiving life by believing in God’s Son (a Gospel of John study)   

Sermon Text: John 2:18-25       Kids Word: Holy 

(Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48; *There may have been 2 cleansings) 

 

John’s stated purpose in writing was to help us “believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, so we 

can have life in his name.” After covering the “intro/prologue” in 1:1-18, we’re now exploring the 

section of stories from 1:19-11:57 illustrating how it looks “when people meet Jesus.” Last time, we 

discussed how the Tabernacle of Moses, Solomon’s temple, and the 1st century temple were signposts 

or shadows of an ultimate temple, the body of Christ which spans heaven and earth. We also learned 

how Jewish leaders defiled the 1st century Jerusalem temple by setting up an animal market in an area 

God had designated or “set apart” for Gentiles to pray. We ended our sermon with 1 Corinthians 

6:18-20, which says, “Flee from sexual immorality…do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought 

with a price. Therefore, glorify God in your body.” Since Jesus is the only temple, this cannot mean 

that believers are individual temples. In fact, 1 Peter 2:5 says we’re more like “Spirit-filled building 

blocks” or “living stones being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” This concept is today’s… 

BIG IDEA: God has always demanded His temple be holy. 

 

Let’s consider some key ideas and applications in our text. 

Let’s begin with this question…What is holiness and why does it matter? 

• Sadly, the term “Christian” has come to mean less than it should. Simply asking people, “Are 

you a Christian?” or “Do you believe in God?” is insufficient since people are clueless about 

who God is and the holiness He demands. We must follow up with more biblical questions, so 

people don’t confuse God’s love and forgiveness with a license to indulge their desires. For 

instance, we could take 1 Peter 2:5 and ask, “Is there tangible evidence of God building you up 

into a spiritual house?” or “Are you growing in holiness and offering acceptable spiritual 

sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ?” While you might ask the questions differently, my 

point is that people need us to get specific when discussing matters of faith. 

• Jesus became intensely specific in the temple, didn’t He? His actions had implications beyond 

His body being the true temple of God. While He clearly cares about structures and systems, 

Jesus’ ultimate concern is the holy God of the temple and what goes on inside the temple. See 
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where this is going? Anything dedicated to God is “holy”, which means “set apart from sinful 

defilement to be made fit for God’s use.” If we claim association with the temple of Christ’s 

body, holiness is expected. Sure, nobody’s perfect and we all sin, however it’s also true that if 

we only identify as “sinners” and with sinful practices, then we’ll lack the drive and courage to 

pursue holiness. Being a believer means learning to identify as “saints”, a term Scripture 

repeatedly uses to describe those set apart by God to bring Him glory. We must first embrace 

the identity God gives us before we’ll ever pursue the holiness for which He designed us. 

This should inspire us to ask this next question…How can sinners ever become holy? 

• Romans 10:9-13 explains how sinful people become saintly, holy, living stones in the temple 

of Christ’s body. We’re told, “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved...For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call 

on him.’” Our first step towards growing in holiness involves confessing that God is holy, and 

we are not! This outward confession must be accompanied by an inward belief that God’s Son 

died and was raised to pay for our sin. Once we accept and unite with Jesus by grace through 

faith, His holy and righteous status is somehow credited (imputed) to us! However, we don’t 

just receive “positional” holiness (justification), we are given God’s Holy Spirit, who slowly 

transforms us (sanctification), so holiness starts showing up in how we think, speak and act. 

This naturally leads to another clarifying question…Is holiness merely a label or is it a lifestyle? 

• Another way we misunderstand Christianity is to think, “Jesus is my boarding pass to heaven, 

and I can simply sit back and do nothing until He flies in to get me.” Do you realize Jesus cares 

deeply about how we live in between heaven and earth? He had deep concern for the holiness 

of the physical temple, so it’s unreasonable to think He is less concerned about what goes on in 

the temple of His body, especially because Scripture repeatedly urges us to pursue holiness 

rather than sinfulness. Like the Jerusalem temple, Jesus intends to drive sinfulness out of us. In 

the 1 Corinthians 6 passage, we’re told to flee sexual immorality because our bodies are part of 

the Holy Ghost’s temple. Why does God care who we sleep with? Because He cares about our 

wellbeing and designed sexual union to reflect His union with us (cf. Ephesians 5:21-33). So, 

pursuing sexual sin, not only hurts us but also attacks the core union of our faith. Of course, He 

https://www.gotquestions.org/saints-Christian.html
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/All-Believers-Are-Saints
https://bible.knowing-jesus.com/topics/All-Believers-Are-Saints
https://www.gotquestions.org/justification.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/sanctification.html
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/temple-of-jesus-body/
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wants to drive out other things too. 1 Peter 2 also addresses sins like deceit, hypocrisy, envy, 

and slander. Jesus won’t be satisfied until all sin is driven out of His body. 

This forces us to ask…What do you think Jesus wants to drive out of you? 

• As you ponder this question, consider this important truth…corruption was driven from the 1st 

century temple, not by mere mortals, but by God in human flesh! So, Christianity is not about 

cleaning ourselves up, it’s about confessing and repenting of sin as God makes us holy. Think 

about it…Sin is like a cancer that requires a specialist named Jesus. Our role in becoming holy 

is to submit to God’s cleansing process by refusing to tolerate corruption and asking Him to 

change our desires, so our lifestyle progressively aligns with His righteous standards.  

 

Let’s re-read verses 18-25, then consider one final question. 18 So the Jews said to him, "What 

sign do you show us for doing these things?" 19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and 

in three days I will raise it up." 20 The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this 

temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his 

body…23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when 

they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 

because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew 

what was in man. 

Is your faith transformative or superficial? 

• Verses 23-25 reveal Jesus was unimpressed by some folks who were impressed with Him and 

claimed to believe in his name. They, apparently, desired His miracles and signs more than 

they desired Him. Jesus was not fooled by their claims of superficial belief. In fact, we’re told 

Jesus knows people inside and out. He knows the difference between transformative faith and 

superficial belief. Listen to His scary words in Matthew 7:21-23, "Not everyone who says to 

me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father 

who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 

name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' And then 

will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'” 

• Would you say your faith (belief) is superficial or transformative? Is Jesus just an impressive 

guy you associate with occasionally or are you slowly being conformed to His holy nature? 

Those claiming to be living stones in the temple of His body should function differently from 

the structures and systems of this world. We should be desiring and pursuing the holiness God 

has always demanded of His historic temple. If this doesn’t describe the general direction of 

Spurious%20faith


John 2:18-25 Sermon Page 4 of 9 

your life--if your faith is superficial instead of transformative--you might end up like those in 

Matthew 7 who were driven or turned away from the temple.  

 

Let’s pray…Father, of course, we believe salvation is your supernatural work, but we also know you 

haven’t called us to be passive or to continue chasing stuff that’s killing us (cf. Philippians 2:12-13). 

As we consider your historic temple, help us to realize that you’ve always demanded it be holy and 

distinct from the sinful culture of this world. Open our eyes so we can see how, in Christ, you are 

repurposing us as living stones in your holy temple. Change our desires so that we want to participate 

in the cleansing process. Show us what needs driven out of us, so your temple can shine more 

brightly in this dark world. Thank you for being gentler and more patient than we deserve. Amen.  

 

After this message, I can’t think of a better song for us to sing together than, “Amazing Grace, My 

Chains are Gone”! How about we stand and loudly celebrate this truth? 

 

So, what’s your NEXT STEP? 

• Remember, our next step always begins with faith in Christ. Either placing faith in Him for the 

first time or exercising faith to repent, change, and grow. Either way, His Spirit will help you. 

 

Quotes/Additional thoughts: 

• Context: The Gospel of the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee, provides a clearly stated 

purpose. John 20:30-31 says, “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Some 

people demand to have all their questions satisfied before bowing to Jesus, yet John claimed 

his limited account was enough to bring anyone to faith. As we read it, our Savior and friend 

emerges from the pages as a real person in the real world. Jesus shows us what we could 

become, if we too would rely on His infinite Father who will gladly supply whatever we need. 

• The temple: “The Temple was the beating heart of Judaism. It wasn’t just, as it were, a church 

on a street corner. It was the centre of worship and music, of politics and society, of national 

celebration and mourning. It was also the place where you would find more animals (alive and 

dead) than anywhere else. But, towering above all these, it was of course the place where 

Israel’s God, YHWH, had promised to live in the midst of his people. It was the focal point of 

the nation, and of the national way of life…And the questions it all raises are: what was wrong 

with the Temple? Why did Jesus do what he did? And what does his answer mean, when they 

asked him for a sign?” Professor NT Wright 

• The temple problem: “Every year, Jews from around the world traveled to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover because they were only allowed to offer the sacrifice at the temple 

(Deut. 16:1–8). It was impractical and expensive to bring the animal to be sacrificed, and so it 

was possible to buy lambs, oxen, and so on in the city. Money changers would set themselves 

up in the city, along with those who sold animals, to facilitate this process…serving the people 

by enabling them to trade their currency for shekels, the only money in which the temple tax 

could be paid. These activities in themselves were not wrong; the problem was the locale in 

which they were conducted (the court of the Gentiles, where the nations came to pray). They 
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made worship impossible in the temple courts, for the ruckus of animals and commerce 

certainly is not conducive to a reverent atmosphere. Thus, they barred access to the God-

fearers who came to worship Yahweh. Also, the moneychangers charged exorbitant rates for 

currency exchange and price-gouging occurred in selling the animals. These practices insulted 

the Lord by its exploitation of the poor (Prov. 14:31). Thus, Jesus rightly expelled these 

merchants from the temple in order to restore God’s house to a place where all could worship 

(John 2:15–16).” Ligonier Devotionals 

• Jesus’ rage: “‘Instead of solemn dignity and the murmur of prayer there is the bellowing of 

cattle and the bleating of sheep. Instead of brokenness and contrition, holy adoration and 

prolonged petition, there is noisy commerce.’ …‘Gentle Jesus, meek and mild’ is nowhere 

more inaccurate and unhistorical than here. Among the many epithets which might with justice 

be applied to Jesus, this incident makes it abundantly clear that ‘mild’ is not one of them; not 

ever!” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• The temporal temple: “Many people have thought that Jesus was simply protesting against 

commercialization... Harking back to the old prophetic books of Isaiah and Jeremiah, Jesus is 

reminding his hearers that the Temple had always been an ambiguous thing...It could never in 

fact be the full and final dwelling-place of the true God (1 Kings 8.27)...If Israel began to take 

it for granted, to use the Temple and the promises attached to it as an excuse for immoral and 

unjust behavior, then the Temple itself could and would be judged. That’s what the early 

chapters of Jeremiah are all about, including the quotation that comes here: God’s house has 

become a brigand’s cave...The word ‘brigand’, in Jesus’ day, wasn’t a word for ‘thief’ or 

‘robber’ in the ordinary sense, but for the revolutionaries, those we today would call the ultra-

orthodox, plotting and ready to use violence to bring about their nationalist dreams...Part of 

Jesus’ charge against his fellow-Jews was that Israel as a whole had used its vocation, to be the 

light of the world, as an excuse for a hard, narrow, nationalist piety and politics in which the 

rest of the world was to be, not enlightened, but condemned...The Temple had been intended to 

symbolize God’s dwelling with Israel for the sake of the world; it had come to symbolize not 

God’s welcome to the nations but God’s exclusion of them. The holy brigands who were bent 

on violent rebellion against Rome – which in Jesus’ view was exactly the wrong way to bring 

about the kingdom of God...the guardians of the Temple itself were notorious for their rich and 

oppressive lifestyle. Violence towards outsiders; injustice towards Israel itself; that was what 

the Temple had come to mean.” NT Wright, Theologian 

• The stakes were high: “For Jesus the honour and glory of God are at stake, generally in the 

quality of the worship offered by his people, and specifically in their behaviour within the 

sacred precincts associated with his holy presence (18f.)…This temple is deliberately 

ambiguous; referring either to a shrine for worship or to the shrine of God’s dwelling place 

within a human person or body…The saying is parallel to words recorded in Matthew 12:38–

40, ‘no sign shall be given to it [this generation] except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as 

Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of [a huge fish], so will the Son of man be 

three days and three nights in the heart of the earth’ (RSV)…Jesus thus predicts his destruction 

at the hands of the Jewish authorities, and his glorious resurrection, the great sign which will 

authenticate both his claims and this specific action.” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• Polluted worship: Matthew Henry comments, “If God be our Father in heaven, and it be 

therefore our desire that his name may be sanctified, it cannot but be our grief to see it 
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polluted.” We should be grieved to see the church polluted by false worship and bad theology. 

And when we see such things, let us work to improve them, insofar as we are able. Ligonier 

Devotionals 

• Jesus is completely different: “Throughout this section (1:19–4:54) and the next (5:1–12:50), 

John is careful to show that Jesus is unlike any religious or political leader the world has ever 

known…People of the world seek charismatic leaders who will lead them where they already 

want to go. Consequently, worldly leaders usually derive their power and influence from 

popular support. But not this Man; not this King…Jesus simply presented Himself in truth; 

some will believe in Him and some will not. He performed miraculous signs, not to convince 

skeptics or sway dissenters, but to signal His own arrival as Messiah. He offered “signs” to 

prompt willing, prepared hearts to respond…He wasn’t depending upon a favorable response 

from anyone—the religious leaders or the masses—to complete His mission. He wasn’t 

running for election; He didn’t need popular support to claim the throne; He had no plans to 

train an army. He didn’t entrust Himself, His mission, or His future to humanity; He trusted 

His Father, and then He invited humanity to trust Him.” Pastor Chuck Swindoll 

• John 20:30-31: “‘Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.’ In other words, we don’t 

need more proof or “miraculous signs.” Do you know why? It because faith that’s based solely 

on how God performs for you is inadequate and insincere. Genuine faith trusts God because of 

His past actions and promises regardless of how we perceive our present circumstances. In this 

text, John was NOT saying, “many folks became Christians based on signs”, rather He said, 

“They trusted in His name based on signs, but he did not entrust himself to them.” Jesus will 

not be misled by outward professions of loyalty which do not involve true repentance and heart 

commitment. Jesus is not obligated to conform or prove Himself to you. We are obligated to 

believe that He exists and is a proven rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (cf. Hebrews 

11). 

• Jesus has already proven Himself: “If you’re declaring Yourself to be the Messiah by this 

act, authenticate Yourself with a series of miracles.” John uses the term ‘sign’ here, just as he 

did in 2:11…In this case, however, the burden of proof was not His to bear. He was not in 

violation of the Law. His actions were not blatantly immoral. The rightness of His actions was 

authority enough. So instead, Jesus gave them a veiled response…John highlights this 

tendency of Jesus more than the other Gospel writers. Jesus didn’t waste His words on people 

who didn’t want to hear. In fact, He didn’t speak in order to convince the skeptic or sway the 

dissenter. His words were intended to divide His audience into two groups: receptive hearts 

and hard hearts…He understood that hearing Him is not an intellectual process, but a crisis of 

the will…Unfortunately, because of the people of Israel’s repeated and persistent failure to 

worship Him exclusively and because of their immorality and rebellion, the shekinah had long 

ago departed (Ezek. 10:18). While God’s love for Israel never faded, and He continued to 

guide the nation after its return from exile, the temple had not been the dwelling place of God 

for centuries…When Jesus issued His challenge to the religious leaders, it’s as though He were 

pointing to His own chest to say, ‘This is the authentic dwelling place of God.’” Pastor Chuck 

Swindoll 
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• Preferences and constructs: Is your faith based solely on experience? Is “seeing believing” 

when it comes to you feeling close to Jesus? Does Jesus have to act a certain way or do 

specific things before you’ll worship Him? If so, then you’re like Israel’s 1st century religious 

leaders. Their created constructs kept them from seeing the Father, Son, and Spirit for who 

they were. Whenever we “put God in a box”, we hinder our ability to recognize when He is 

coloring outside our lines. We hinder our worship when we moralize what is not moral and 

decide God can't use what we deem immoral. The temple mafia rejected Jesus because He 

wasn’t what they expected; they rejected those Jesus healed because it didn’t follow their 

construct; and worst of all, they rejected true Jesus followers because they came from 

backgrounds which they determined to be unredeemable. To top it all off, they tried to get 

Jesus to keep proving Himself to them--to literally perform for them by conforming to their 

expectations and preferences. How did Jesus respond in verses 23-25? He refused to play their 

game, just like He refuses to play ours. His response to them was cryptic and veiled because 

He was not obligated to validate Himself. Jesus was not in violation of God’s Laws; the 

religious leaders were. The sheer “rightness” or “righteousness” of His words and activities 

were authentication enough.  

• Why “sign faith” is inadequate: Jesus understood something we repeatedly fail to grasp… 

these folks didn’t need more evidence, they needed changed hearts! Their problem was not an 

intellectual one, it was their unwillingness to believe. While Jesus was super tender towards 

the uninformed, He did not waste His words on those knew better and refused to surrender to 

Him. Jesus didn’t need validation from humans because His validation came from His Father. 

In fact, these final few verses are signposts to what John will say later in 20:30-31, “Now Jesus 

did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but 

these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name.” In other words, we don’t need more proof or 

“miraculous signs.” Do you know why? It because faith that’s based solely on how God 

performs for you is inadequate and insincere. Genuine faith trusts God because of His past 

actions and promises regardless of how we perceive our present circumstances. In this text, 

John was NOT saying, “many folks became Christians based on signs”, rather He said, “They 

trusted in His name based on signs, but he did not entrust himself to them.” Jesus will not be 

misled by outward professions of loyalty which do not involve true repentance and heart 

commitment. Jesus is not obligated to conform or prove Himself to you. We are obligated to 

believe that He exists and is a proven rewarder of those who diligently seek Him (cf. Hebrews 

11). 

• Truly radical faith: Truly radical faith breaks out of culture’s consumeristic individualism 

and accepts the cost of discipleship--the reality that spiritual health comes from embedding 

yourself in larger structures that support the gospel narrative. A gospel community draws us 

out of isolation and accountability only self. It helps us deny ourselves, so we quit surrendering 

to the ways of culture which are dead ends which lead to death, not life and freedom. In Christ, 

it can’t just be about you, your comfort, your wants, your viewpoints, your experience, etc. In 

fact, there’s a problem if you’re faith isn't making you uncomfortable. A church should not be 

catering to your desires, it should be helping you align with kingdom purposes by growing you 

in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. So, you should not be trying to bend a 

church’s will to yours, nor should you always be demanding a church be a perfect fit for your 
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gifting(s). A gospel community is where you learn to deny yourself and serve in ways that 

make you uncomfortable. If you’re unwilling to do that, you will never be able to serve in a 

small church or help us with a Church plant. Truly radical faith is always conforming to the 

ways of Jesus while denying things like self, preferences, and cultural norms. 

• Holy worship: This incident reveals Christ’s concern for what goes on in the temple. Canadian 

Pastor Bruce Milne said, “Modern-day worship which is irreverent, superficial, distraction-

filled, cold, lifeless, sloppy, self-indulgent, hypocritical, ill-prepared or theologically 

inappropriate will likewise receive his censure, as will worship which detracts from the honor 

and glory of the living God through a concern for performance and self-display on the part of 

those leading it…since dark forces are despoiling the Father’s glory among his people, the 

incident embodies an uncalculating commitment to confront these powers, no matter the 

personal cost.”  

Articles/Songs/Videos: 

• http://www.rubymountainbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/23-Herods-Temple.pdf 

• https://cafn.us/2014/04/24/biblical-nuggets-herods-temple-on-the-temple-mount/ 

• https://freegracekids.com/2018/01/29/lesson-19-solomon-the-temple-and-sanctification/ 

• https://www.gotquestions.org/selling-in-church.html 

• https://readingacts.com/2012/11/04/mark-1115-19-selling-in-the-temple/ 

Helpful thoughts for discussion leaders: 

1. Go for a single, not a home run…don’t drag the night out; realize more people = less deep sharing. 

2. Keep discussion around 30mins. Once you hit the “sweet spot”, spend your time there. 

 

Challenge Questions 

Review the BIG IDEA: God has always demanded His temple be holy. 

-Simple questions…What is God teaching you? What are you going to do about it? How will it help 

you love & serve others? 

 

Preparation questions for John 2:18-25. 

• Why were the Jewish leaders seeking signs from Jesus? (2:18) 

• What was Jesus implying about the temple? (2:19-21) 

• How did Jesus’ words here help the disciples after His resurrection? (2:22) 

• What does it mean that Jesus didn’t entrust Himself to those who believed based solely on 

signs? (2:23-25) 

 

Application questions from John 2:18-25. 

• Do you tend to identify more as a sinner or a saint? How does embracing the identity God 

gives us help us pursue the holiness for which He designed us. What are some ways people 

embrace false identities?  

• Why should holiness matter to Christians? What sinful thoughts and behaviors do you think 

Jesus desires to drive out of you? Take a moment to confess, repent, and consider some of the 

limits and people Jesus has placed in your life to help you grow and remain accountable.  

• Would you say your faith (belief) has been transformative or superficial? What are some areas 

God is nudging you to change, and how might you start moving in that direction? 

http://www.rubymountainbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/23-Herods-Temple.pdf
https://cafn.us/2014/04/24/biblical-nuggets-herods-temple-on-the-temple-mount/
https://freegracekids.com/2018/01/29/lesson-19-solomon-the-temple-and-sanctification/
https://www.gotquestions.org/selling-in-church.html
https://readingacts.com/2012/11/04/mark-1115-19-selling-in-the-temple/


John 2:18-25 Sermon Page 9 of 9 

 

Here are some great resources for digging deeper into community group life… 

How life together looks http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story 

Rethinking what we do https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded 

Numerous articles to provoke thought http://toddengstrom.com/archives/ 

What groups of 2-3 might look like http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf 

http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded
http://toddengstrom.com/archives/
http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf

