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Series: Receiving life by believing in God’s Son (a Gospel of John study)   

Sermon Text: John 8:12-26       Kids Phrase: Light 

(Only John tells us this part of Jesus’ story) 

 

John said he wrote this letter to help us find “fullness of life through believing Jesus is the Christ, 

the Son of God.” We’re working through 1:19-11:57 where he tells real-life stories of how it looked 

when people met Jesus. 

• As we study the story of Jesus, it’s hard to fathom how the Jews were so unsure of His identity, 

especially since they admitted the evidence was overwhelming (cf. 7:31). We’re learning their 

root issue was spiritual, not intellectual--they were unwilling to believe. They saw Jesus as an 

unwelcome light in the darkness. Think about it…are you receptive when strangers approach 

you in the dark? I’m not! In fact, one night around 3am, I received a call from a random cell #. 

The guy claimed to be a deputy sheriff and asked me to come here to help secure an open door. 

I basically said, “Buddy, I can’t be sure you’re legit, so please just close it yourself.” When I 

later discovered the caller was legit, I sent an apology and thanked him for trying to help. I get 

why 1st century Israel had a similar skepticism when Jesus suddenly entered their world. They 

viewed themselves as enlightened, but it turns out, their understanding was darkened. Their 

incorrect perception of God blinded them to His true presence. They were not letting God’s 

Word be a lamp to their feet and a light to their path (cf. Psalm 119:105). John 1 declares Jesus 

to be this Word and light, and John 8 presses further into that imagery and this… 

BIG IDEA: Jesus was sent to light the way to God. 

 

Today, we’ll consider 2 important statements and then conclude with 1 challenging question. 

Statement #1: Jesus is God’s true witness. (8:12, 26)  

• Chapters 7-8 describe Jesus being interrogated as He taught at the Feast of Tabernacles roughly 

6 months before He was crucified. He spoke to multiple crowds per day as they cycled through 

the temple, so John summarized stuff Jesus likely said several times that week. In fact, all 4 

gospels are filled with sayings the writers heard Jesus repeat as they followed Him for 3 years 

(this accounts for variations in their retelling). At this feast, two prominent features were water 

and light. They set 4 massive oil lamps ablaze to illuminate the city. There was no better time 

for Jesus to announce in verse 12, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 

walk in darkness but will have the light of life." If this sounds familiar, listen again to John 

1:4-5, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 

https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Tabernacles.html
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the darkness has not overcome it.” Not only did Jesus claim to be this light, but in verse 26, He 

claimed to do what Old Testament prophets did, "I declare to the world what I have heard 

from the Father." We know Jesus was greater than a prophet, and we know previous Jewish 

generations had received prophets who offered way less evidence of credibility (e.g., Moses, 

Elijah, Isaiah, Ezekiel). So, why was this 1st century generation so antagonistic towards one as 

credible as Jesus? While we know they hated Him for claiming oneness with God, here we see 

something else--they became enraged when He called Himself, “the light of the world.” Why? 

He was claiming to be what Israel should have been. God had sent prophets like Isaiah to tell 

Israel how He had chosen them to be His, “light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to 

the end of the earth” (cf. Isaiah 42:6-9, 60:1-3). Isaiah 53 predicted their failure and how “the 

Lord’s suffering servant” (a.k.a. the Messiah or Christ) would be the light Israel failed to be. 

So, the Jews were ticked because Jesus was claiming to be their substitute or “replacement 

bulb”, if you will, but our next set of verses reveal the root cause of their hatred. Consider… 

 

Statement #2: Truth is too bright for lovers of darkness. (8:13-18, 26)  

• In reading verses 13-18, we notice John repeated words like witness, true, and judge. We’re 

told, the Pharisees said to him, "You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is 

not true." Jesus answered, "Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for 

I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from 

or where I am going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. Yet even if I do 

judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 

In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. I am the one who bears 

witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me." Now, glance at 

26a, "I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true…"  

• If you’re confused by these words about judgment (does He judge or not?), it’s basically what 

He said to Nicodemus in John 3:16-19, “For God so loved the world, he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but so the world might be saved through him. Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because 

he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. This is the judgment: light came into 
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the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.” 

Here’s the bottom line…His mission wasn’t meant to condemn, but the light of His glorious 

presence naturally brings judgement on those who love darkness. In this case, the Pharisees 

began deflecting truth by arguing points of law--they tried to turn the spotlight on Jesus and 

put him on trial. Ironically, they were attacking HIS credibility as a witness to truth, when as 

we learned in the previous story, Jesus had unmasked THEM as false witnesses to adultery. 

• Because He loved truth, Jesus was constantly on trial and in trouble. Likewise, when we repeat 

what He said is true, the world will hate us and say we’re being “unloving” and “judgmental” 

(cf. John 15:18). We know how truth works…when light shines in my dark places, I sense my 

guilt and feel judged. Turn the light on as your kids are playing in a dark room, and you may 

hear, “We weren’t doing anything!” Sudden light can be disorienting, and truth hurts, which is 

why condemnation is unnecessary. The way Jesus handled people urges wisdom, sensitivity, 

and gentleness as we speak the truth in love (cf. Ephesians 4:15). He simply wants His church 

to be a lighthouse of truth, so those drowning in darkness can be drawn to the destination the 

Apostle John described, “fullness of life through believing Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.” 

This takes us to our final section and a question that can be challenging to answer… 

 

Do you prefer the light or the darkness? (8:19-25)  

• These are the 2 choices Jesus offered--there’s no in-between. We often obsess over the world’s 

love of darkness, but this text forces us to look inwardly. If my thoughts, words, and actions 

were all added up, would the sum of me be one who loves truth or darkness? Before replying, 

realize the Pharisees would’ve claimed to love light, even as Jesus proved they were trapped 

in darkness. Like an episode of Scooby Doo, the culprit was unmasked in verses 19-20 when 

they said to him, "Where is your Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither me nor my 

Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also." These words he spoke in the 

treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet 

come. While claiming to be the only way of knowing God (cf. John 14:6), Jesus declared this 

generation of Jews had lost sight of knowing their God. They thought they knew God, but 

their perceptions made them unable to recognize His true presence standing before them. You 

and I are prone to their same blindness. God is infinitely unique, so never “put God in a box” 
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or think you’ve figured Him out. It’s common to read the Bible with a “lens” or try to force 

Scripture to fit a particular point of view. If we’re not reading God’s Word with an openness to 

having our vision and expectations corrected, then we’re just like the Pharisees. 

• These guys just didn’t get it, so, he said to them again, in verses 21-24, "I am going away, 

and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin (this includes spiritual and physical death 

because it’s a veiled reference to 70 A.D when Rome would destroy Jerusalem and it would be 

too late). Where I am going, you cannot come." The Jews said, "Will he kill himself, since 

he says, 'Where I am going, you cannot come'?" He said to them, "You are from below; I 

am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die in 

your sins, for unless you believe that I am he, you will die in your sins." Their intellectual 

dullness was a result of their spiritual condition--where they were born. Jesus said we’re either 

born from below or born from above. To be “from below” is to share the mindset of this world 

as described in 1 John 2:15-17, “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world--the desires of 

the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life--is not from the Father but is from the 

world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

abides forever.” Listen, if you’re never accused of being unusual or different from the average 

earthling, something is wrong. Think back to chapter 7 when Jesus wisely hesitant to go to the 

feast, and His brothers didn’t understand because they were entrenched in this world. Children 

of God, those Spiritually reborn “from above”, ought to be making decisions those “from 

below” consider ridiculous (e.g., loving the unlovable, forgiving your enemies).  

• In verse 25, they said, "Who are you?" And Jesus said, "Just what I have been telling you 

from the beginning." What a great response! Jesus, like His Father, does not change, but at the 

same time, He often boggles our imaginations. Again, before this is a matter of intellect, it’s a 

matter of birth. We must be born again from above, as Jesus explained to Nicodemus in John 

3, because comprehending God’s grandiose grandness requires the help of His Holy Spirit! So, 

as you’re praying, ask God to shine His light on any darkness in your life and understanding. 

For only God can bring us out of darkness and into His marvelous light (cf. 1Peter 2:9).  
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Let’s pray (based on Ephesians 1:15-23 NLT): Father, I’m thankful for the strong faith of many in 

this congregation, and their love for God's people everywhere. I thank you over and over for this and 

pray You bless this congregation with spiritual wisdom and insight so we can grow in knowledge of 

You. Flood our hearts with light so we can understand the confident hope You’ve given to those You 

call Your holy people. I also pray we would understand the incredible greatness of Your power for us 

who believe--the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of 

honor at Your right hand in the heavenly realms, far above any ruler, authority, power, leader, or 

anything else--not only in this world but also in the world to come. You have put all things under the 

authority of Christ and have made Him head over all things for the benefit of the church. And we are 

His body; made full and complete by Jesus, who fills all things everywhere with himself. Amen. 

 

Let’s sing: Please join us in singing, “Worthy is the Lamb.”  

 

So, what’s your NEXT STEP? 

• Remember, our next step always begins with faith in Christ. Either placing faith in Him for the 

first time or exercising faith to repent, change, and grow. Either way, His Spirit will help you. 

 

Quotes/Additional thoughts: 

• Book Context: The Gospel of the Apostle John, the son of Zebedee, provides a clearly stated 

purpose. John 20:30-31 says, “Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Some 

people demand to have all their questions satisfied before bowing to Jesus, yet John claimed 

his limited account was enough to bring anyone to faith. As we read it, our Savior and friend 

emerges from the pages as a real person in the real world. Jesus shows us what we could 

become, if we too would rely on His infinite Father who will gladly supply whatever we need. 

• Life in his name: Life is the Greek word, “zōē”, which means “Life, Living, Lifetime, Life-

Giving” and is where we get the word, “zoology” in English. Vine's Expository Dictionary of 

New Testament Words says it’s “used in the NT of life as a principle, life in the absolute sense, 

life as God has it, that which the Father has in Himself, and which He gave to the Incarnate 

Son to have in Himself, Jhn 5:26, and which the Son manifested in the world, 1Jo 1:2. From 

this life man has become alienated in consequence of the Fall, Eph 4:18, and of this life men 

become partakers through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Jhn 3:15, who becomes its Author to 

all such as trust in Him, Act 3:15, and who is therefore said to be 'the life' of the believer, Col 

3:4, for the life that He gives He maintains, Jhn 6:35, 63. Eternal life is the present actual 

possession of the believer because of his relationship with Christ, Jhn 5:24; 1Jo 3:14, and that 

it will one day extend its domain to the sphere of the body is assured by the Resurrection of 

Christ, 2Cr 5:4; 2Ti 1:10. This life is not merely a principle of power and mobility, however, 

for it has moral associations which are inseparable from it, as of holiness and righteousness. 

Death and sin, life and holiness, are frequently contrasted in the Scriptures.” 

• The Feast of Tabernacles: “Many Jewish communities around the world keep the festival of 

Tabernacles, or ‘Booths’, to this day. The ‘tabernacles’ in question are usually makeshift 

shelters, made out of whatever comes to hand, set up in the open air in a back yard or porch. 

They may be used for meals, or even for sleeping. Their purpose, like so many Jewish 
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traditions, is to remind the people of the time when their ancestors wandered in the wilderness, 

living in tents, that is, ‘tabernacles’ or ‘booths’…It was also an agricultural festival, coming at 

the climax of the harvest season, celebrating the harvest of grapes and olives in particular…In 

the time of Jesus it was one of the three great annual pilgrimage feasts (the others being 

Passover and Pentecost), when tens of thousands of Jewish people would converge on 

Jerusalem…The celebrations went on for a full eight days, starting and ending with a special 

sabbath…John is the only gospel that mentions a celebration of this festival, and the chapter 

begins here with all kinds of teasing hints of what is to come. Will Jesus go up to Jerusalem for 

the festival, or won’t he? What does he mean by talking of his ‘time’, which isn’t here yet? 

What are his brothers trying to get him to do?” Professor NT Wright 

• 2 witnesses: Professor Gary Burge reminds us, “Jewish law required more than one witness to 

validate any testimony (Deut. 17:6; 19:15; Matt. 18:16; 2 Cor. 13:1). His opponents have 

forgotten that in the earlier Jerusalem debate, Jesus showed that there were ample witnesses 

verifying his claim: John the Baptist (5:33), his miraculous works (5:36), the Father (5:37), 

and even the Scriptures (5:39).” Professor NT Write points out, “Much of the discussion seems 

to turn on a legal point: is the defendant allowed to give evidence in his own case, or must we 

assume that to do so is invalid? Jesus, for his part, is insisting on his right to give evidence 

about himself, but claiming that this evidence is backed up by the father who sent him. As 

Nicodemus had said earlier on, nobody could do the works that Jesus was doing unless God 

was with them (3.2). Jesus points out to the Pharisees that the law itself specifies two 

witnesses: well, he and the father count together as two, don’t they?” 

• Jesus’ word is certainly enough: “Jesus would hardly say that whenever he speaks alone his 

words are invalid, as if they must be weighed by the double-witness judicial rule. This is what 

it means to judge ‘by human standards’ (Gk. kata sarka, lit., “according to the flesh,” 8:15a). 

Jesus does not judge in this manner (8:15b),6 and he encourages others likewise: ‘Stop judging 

by mere appearances and make a right judgment’ (7:24). Jesus’ judgment is true, and his words 

are true, not because of their inherent persuasiveness, but because of their origins (8:16b). This 

is the new unexpected authority behind Jesus’ testimony. Those who judge by worldly 

standards cannot understand this (see 2 Cor. 5:16).” Professor Gary Burge 

• The temple treasury: “The temple treasury was located in the Court of Women and, according 

to some historians, consisted of thirteen large, trumpet-shaped, bronze receptacles. The small 

mouth of each trumpet bore a sign to indicate the specific purpose for the money collected. 

Every evening during the Feast of Tabernacles, just after the evening sacrifice and before 

sunset, priests entered the Court of Women to light two (some historians say four) giant 

chandelier-like lampstands. Perhaps as the priests began to set each hanging lamp aflame, 

Jesus declared, ‘I am the Light of the world.’ Later, He would invite a crowd of listeners to 

become children of the Light through belief (12:36) and He once predicted the future of His 

disciples saying, ‘You are the light of the world’ (Matt. 5:14).” Pastor Chuck Swindoll 

• Like water, light was also prominent in the feast: “We noted earlier that Jesus claimed to 

fulfil the water element in the feast of tabernacles’ rituals. The feast had another symbol, light. 

At the end of the first day in the ‘court of women’ (which is the probable location of Jesus’ 

teaching, indicated at verse 20) four golden lamps were lit amid great rejoicing. Singing and 

celebration with music and dancing continued through the nights of the feast, with the light in 

the temple illuminating the entire city. In this setting, Jesus’ claim in verse 12 stands out 
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boldly…Light is a rich Old Testament symbol. The exodus background to the feast would 

prompt memories of the pillar of cloud and fire by which God led the people in their journey 

(Ex. 13:21–22). The Psalmist had taught that ‘the Lord is my light’ (Ps. 27:1). The coming age 

of the kingdom would be a time when ‘the Servant of the Lord’ would be as ‘a light for the 

Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth’ (Is. 49:6) and when God 

himself would be his people’s light (Is. 60:19–22; Rev. 21:3–4). Zechariah had depicted a 

union of light and living waters, a perfect reflection of the two symbols of the feast, and of the 

corresponding claims of Jesus in these discourses (Zc. 14:5b–7). This passage may even have 

been part of the liturgical readings during the feast.” Pastor Bruce Milne 

• Light in the Old Testament: “The spiritual use of ‘light’ was common throughout the ancient 

world. Parallels are available from Judaism, the Old Testament, Qumran, Hellenistic religions, 

and later gnostic writings. However, Jesus’ use here—and the entire scene we have just built—

is thoroughly Jewish. Jesus is referring to the countless times that God’s saving work in the 

world is described as ‘light.’ John 1:5 reflects this tradition, ‘The light shines in the darkness, 

but the darkness has not overcome it’ (cf. NIV note). God’s first creation was light (Gen. 1:3). 

God even led the Israelites in the desert with light (Ex. 13:21–22; Ps. 78:14), and they were 

taught to sing, ‘The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?’ (Ps. 27:1). 

God’s wisdom given to the world is thus a light that illumines his people (Prov. 8:22). Hence, 

Psalm 119:105: ‘Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.’ In rabbinic Judaism, 

this light was defined further as God’s Word (Torah), which guides and provides wisdom 

through study. Since in John’s Gospel Jesus is the realization or incarnation of God’s own 

presence in the world, it is not surprising that ‘light’ is used to describe the work of Christ 

sixteen times. Even the Johannine letters use it. ‘God is light; in him there is no darkness at all’ 

(1 John 1:5). If Jesus is the light, walking “in the light” is a description of discipleship (1:7).” 

Professor Gary Burge 

• Prophecy about water and light: “Zechariah 14 sets the theological context for both 

ceremonies: In the Day of the Lord not only will there be abundant water flowing from 

Jerusalem, but that day ‘will be a unique day, without daytime or nighttime—a day known to 

the LORD. When evening comes, there will be light’ (Zech. 14:7). The imagery also pulls 

from the desert stories of water flowing from the rock and the pillar of fire and light that 

guided Israel for so many years (Ex. 13:21–22; Num. 14:14).” Professor Gary Burge 

• They would die in their sins: “In the other gospels we can see that Jesus’ warnings also have 

a more specific reference, to events that were taking place in his own day, to the great crisis 

and devastation that was building up in the Middle East. Echoes of this find their way into 

John as well: in chapter 11, Caiaphas warns his fellow-leaders that if they’re not careful the 

Romans will come and destroy the holy city altogether. That is the threat that’s hanging over 

Jesus’ contemporaries; they know it and so does he. So, when he warns them that ‘they will die 

in their sins’, it is highly likely that he has this danger, not only the danger of personal or 

spiritual annihilation, in mind. But he is offering an alternative! If they would only believe that 

he is the Messiah, sent by God to rescue Israel and the world, then they would be able to 

follow him and not plunge into ruin.” Professor NT Wright 

• Compare John 8 with John 3: Pastor Chuck Swindoll suggested, “Take time to review 3:3-

21, and you will find a striking resemblance between this discourse and the Lord’s 

conversation with Nicodemus.”  
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Articles/Songs/Videos: 

Helpful thoughts for discussion leaders: 

1. Go for a single, not a home run…don’t drag the night out; realize more people = less deep sharing. 

2. Keep discussion around 30mins. Once you hit the “sweet spot”, spend your time there. 

 

Challenge Questions 

Review the BIG IDEA: Jesus shines God’s truth into this dark world. 

-Simple questions…What is God teaching you? What are you going to do about it? How will it help 

you love & serve others? 

 

Preparation questions for John 8:12-26. 

• What is significant about Jesus claiming to be the light of the world? What amazing promise 

does He make to those who follow Him? (8:12) 

• What argument did the Pharisees throw at Jesus in verses 13-20? How is this conversation like 

Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus in John 3, especially as it relates to John 3:16-19? 

• What does Jesus say was their problem in verses 21-26? 

 

Application questions from John 8:12-26. 

• When are you most tempted to reject the light of God’s truth and why? How can knowing this 

about yourself improve the way you share truth with others? How does a passage like John 

3:16-19 inform your technique?  

• The Pharisees failed to realize how they read Scripture through filtered lenses. What “filters” 

or “points of view” have you discovered yourself laying over God’s Word (examples include 

political, theological, denominational, familial, racial, educational, etc.)? What can we do to 

help avoid reading the Bible through a filter?  

• If someone could take the sum of all you think, say, and do, would you add up to someone who 

loves God and His ways, or someone who loves darkness? What evidence do you see in 

yourself? What evidence have others seen in you? 

 

Here are some great resources for digging deeper into community group life… 

How life together looks http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story 

Rethinking what we do https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded 

Numerous articles to provoke thought http://toddengstrom.com/archives/ 

What groups of 2-3 might look like http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf 

http://austinstone.org/stories/film/item/140-missional-community-lukes-story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvWnXYSELF4&feature=player_embedded
http://toddengstrom.com/archives/
http://toddengstrom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/LTG-Overview.pdf

