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Summer Speaker Series - Episode II
“What Difference Does It Make?”
Dr. David McDonald

1. Worship Rhymes...Cultivate Endless Praise 
• Worship centres everything on God 
• Worship gathers the noblest (lion), swiftest (eagle), wisest (man) and 

strongest
• Worship reveals God’s plan to heal the world 
• Worship sings, for singing is speech intensified 
• Worship affirms that Christ is the Amen, the goal and consummation 

of faith 

2. Humanity Rhymes...Cultivate Dignity 
 (see Revelation 5 and 20) 
• It’s more about bieng than doing. 
• It’s more about thanking than earning. 
• It’s more about obedience than control. 

3. Community Rhymes.. Cultivate Harmonious Relationships 
• Immediate family (Ephesians (5:23-31), our extended family  

(Ephesians 6:1-4), and those we’ve welcomed into our family  
(Ecclesiastes 5:8-16).

• In Revolution 22:4, God marks man with His name upon the man’s 
forehead, signifying God’s adoption of humanity. 

• Wee who “once were not a people, have now become the people of 
God” (1 Peter 2:10).

• The community of our church. 
• The community of our world... In Genesis 2:8, God places Adam 

(man) in the Adamah (earth) demonstrating that there ought to be a 
connection between humans and their homes. In Revolution 22:5, the 
people of the world come to live in God’s light, showing a permanent 
home that establishes a connection between those who walk in the 
light and the Light of the World.

4. Creativity Rhymes...Cultivate Boundless Imagination
• Genesis 2 describes four rivers that flow out from Eden (verses 5-14)
• Rivers signify life, transportation, irrigation, and communication
• Four represents the number of the earth (four rivers, four seasons, four 

winds, four times of a day) 
• The author of Genesis intends us to understand the culture of Eden is 

meant to be exported to the four corners of the world. 
• Since it was our task in Eden to fill the earth and subdue it (Genesis 

1:28), ultimately covering the earth with the glory of God (Habakkuk 
2:14), the Edenic export is at the heart of our job description from 
God.

• Three feautures of New Creation stand out: 
• The River of Life gives life
• The leaves from the Tree of Life heal 
• The fruit from the Tree of Life nourishes
• This is God’s promise to his people: life, healing, and abundance. 

5. Vocation Rhymes...Cultivate Work that you Love 
• We are created and destined to play with God, to join him in  

re-creating justice, beauty, and goodness. 
• In the New Creation, we will join God in restoring and nurturing a 

world where every created thing flourishes in God’s presence and 
power. 

How can your life resemble Eden and Heaven?
Cultivate Praise and Thanksgiving...today!
Treat one another - and yourself - with dignity, courtesy and respect. 
Love one another, reaching beyond just the people you know and the 
people you’re near. 
Create works on beauty, industry, and imagination. 
And give yourself wholly, joyfully, to everything you do as you’re working 
for God and not for men. 

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.


