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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 20  August 14, 2022 

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites 
our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great 
“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to 
look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”. 

* Please stand 
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 Making Their Way ACS 979

  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, 
All: you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to 

share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our 
stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, 
following your servants and prophets, to look to the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 
The congregation may be seated 

 

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers 
rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who 
speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One 
is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 
 
Assisting Minister: 
  
23Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret 
places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the 
Lord. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, 
“I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn 
back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27They 
plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just 
as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 
dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in 
common with wheat? says the Lord. 29Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like 
a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 

  

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Assisting Minister: 
  
 1God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 
  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 
 2“How long will you judge unjustly, 
  and show favor to the wicked? 
 3Save the weak and the orphan; 
  defend the humble and needy; 
 4rescue the weak and the poor; 
  deliver them from the power of the wicked  
 5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 
  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 
 6Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 
  and all of you children of the Most High; 
 7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 
  and fall like any prince.’ ” 
 8Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
  for you shall take all nations for your own  
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of 
obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility 
and rejection, even from those they love.  

 

[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 
50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is 
completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, 
but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will be divided, three against 
two and two against three; 53they will be divided:  
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south 
wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 
how to interpret the present time?” 
  

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

 Let Streams of Living Justice  ELW 710  
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Assisting Minister: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to 
the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

Assisting Minister: Arise, O God, and sustain your church….  
After each petition 

Assisting Minister: Merciful God, 
All: receive our prayer. 

Pastor 

Pastor: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and 
hold us forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, 
our holy Wisdom. 

All: Amen. 

  

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar 
words: 

All: Peace be with you. 

  

We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. www.sttim.org 

  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, 
All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

  

Assisting Minister to uncover communion 



11 

Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

The congregation may be seated 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed 
for you. 

All: Amen 

 By You Hand You Feed Your People  ELW 469 

 As We Gather At Your Table ELW 522  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
Assisting Minister: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have 
received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in 
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. 

All: Amen 
Silence for reflection. 
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Pastor: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 

All: Amen 

  

 Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing ELW 545 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

 Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

 Usher:   Debby Love-Suddeth & Lucille Snyder Pires 

 Altar Care:   The Smith Family 

 Assistant Minister:  Barbara Grace  

 Cantor:  Jon Gerdes 

 Sound:  Jim Helgason  

 Video:  Volunteer Opportunity 

 Counters: Volunteer Opportunity 

 Refreshments:  Helen Edwards  

 

 Usher:  Debby Love-Suddeth & Lucille Snyder Pires 

 Altar Care:   Stone Family 

 Assistant Minister:   Volunteer Opportunity 

 Cantor(s):  Adrian & Bob Johannsen  

 Sound:   

 Video:  Jon Gerdes 

 Counters: Volunteer Opportunity 

 Refreshments:  Volunteer Opportunity 
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August 14, 2022 

LECTIONARY 20 

A Division That Brings Peace 

Today’s word is difficult to hear, but all too obvious at the same time. The message of 
God’s governance among us, which lifts up the lowly and challenges the mighty, brings 
division. The good news brings division because some welcome it with exuberant joy, 
since it is the only good news they hear, and some resist it because it is a profound chal-
lenge to human assumptions about God, the world, and us. 

We might be surprised to hear Jesus say he has not come to bring peace, but division. 
This is because he insists on a gospel of peace for everyone, not just a few. The division 
Jesus speaks of is not the goal, but it is the inevitable outcome of insisting that everyone 
is included in God’s family. Division and conflict are the price he is willing to pay if 
that’s what it takes to usher in a world of true peace rooted in God’s mercy. Jesus paid 
that price when he was crucified for his faithfulness to God’s welcoming way. 

The church continues the ministry of Jesus when it enters into the fray of lifting up peo-
ple the world deems unwelcome or lowly. Who is excluded or marginalized in your 
community? Why is this so? Does your church mirror this exclusion and marginaliza-
tion, or does it transcend it with a welcome to those very persons left out elsewhere? 
What division has this faithfulness to the gospel caused? 

The most wonderful witness the church gives, and the most divisive thing it does, is de-
clare forgiveness to every repentant heart in Christ’s name: the excluded and the exclu-
sive, the lowly and the mighty. The most beautiful inbreaking of the governance of God 
is when humble persons gather around Christ’s table, open their hands to receive bread 
and wine, and deeply embrace their own welcome and their neighbor’s welcome at the 
very same table. In that sacramental moment, the peace that led to division turns into 
complete peace. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Refreshments served in the lounge after the service 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
With One Voice setting five. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers:. 

The family and friends of Tom Barber 
Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and for lead-
ers throughout the world. 

Delores Heyl  

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and and anytime for 
emergencies: 831-262-6222 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

This Week 

Sunday, 8/14 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 8/17 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

  

Next Week 

Sunday, 8/21 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 8/24 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 


