
WORSHIP: Sing one or two songs (either 
from You Tube, or someone leading worship). 
If you’re in a public place, café or on video 
messaging, three to four people can share 
testimonies of answered prayers.  
Q: What are you thankful to God about this 
past week?  

Title: Conversations— When Peter Opens his Mouth                      Date: July 17, 2022 

Main Text: Matthew 18:21-35 NKJV 
Key Verses:  
21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, 
how often shall my brother sin against me, 
and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up 
to seven times, but up to seventy times sev-
en.” Matthew 18:21-22 
Quote 1: “The people we converse with or we 
spend the most time with can influence us 
either for good or for bad. Also, the kind of 
conversations we allow in our life will grow us 
into good people or bad apples.” 

Leader’s Notes: 
1. Start and end on time. 
2. Facilitate discussions. 
3. Give all attendees opportunities to share. 
Encourage participation.  
4. Remind everyone that whatever shared in 
the group will be kept within the group.  
5. Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit if there’s 
someone who you can lead to receive Jesus as 
Lord and Savior and be born again. 

WORD & Discussion Questions: Six valuable truths and lessons this parable teaches: 
1. God is merciful— vv.23-27 
The King brings all his servants to pay him what they owe him. One servant 
owes him 10,000 talents. A talent is equal to 15 years' wages. The servant asked 
for patience so he can have time to raise the money and pay his master though it 
was impossible for the servant to pay that amount.  Instead of receiving the pa-
tience he asked so he could pay in time, he received mercy and his debt was can-
celed! We were all found by God in debt to Him with a debt that is impossible for 
us to pay. In Christ, when we ask for mercy, God will cancel our debt and forgive 
us of all our sins. The blood Jesus shed on the cross is payment for our sins. He 
will wipe the record clean. God's mercy is beyond comprehension.  
2. We must forgive in order to be forgiven -  Matt. 6:12, 14-15, Matt. 5:7.  
This lesson runs through all of the New Testament. After receiving forgiveness 
from God, He gives us the power to be forgiving as well. But we still have the 
choice to be forgiving or unforgiving.  
Q:  Has someone owe you money and you never let that person pay you but 
instead cancelled it? How did the person react? 
3. Unforgiveness makes a Christian mean and malicious– vv.28-30 
Instead of using his hands to serve the other servant, he took him by the throat 
and threw him into prison. He wanted the other servant to suffer. Like the unfor-
giving servant, unforgiving people and even Christians makes us mean with oth-
ers. It doesn't display the attitude and character of Christ. We are harming others 
this way.  Q: Was there a situation that you became mean with someone? What 
was your reason? How did you settle the issue? 
4. Unforgiveness torments  - vv.31-34 
Unforgiveness blocks the flow of God's peace in the soul of the unforgiving Chris-
tian. In the parable, the king sends the unforgiving servant to prison to be tor-
tured by a guard whose assignment is to torture prisoners.  The torment will be 
for a long while until he forgives and asks for forgiveness for his sins. God will not 
stop the torment caused by our unforgiveness until we repent of our unforgiving 
attitude and learn to forgive the way we were forgiven. God will make sure that 
unforgiveness will hurt the soul of the person who holds a grudge against some-
one. But God will always forgive when even the unforgiving servant comes back 
and ask for mercy. Remember 70 x7? 
5. Unforgiveness isolates  - vv.32-33 
The unforgiving servant threw the servant who owed him to prison, while the 
unforgiven servant was thrown by the king to prison. An unforgiving Christian 
isolates himself from God and he also isolates others from God. He cannot leave 
the prison he placed himself in until he learns to release others and stop holding 
them prisoners in his heart. 
Q: Was there ever a time in your life where you held forgiveness from some-
one? How did it feel during that time? How was your relationship with that 
person affected? 
6. Unforgiveness hinders – vv. 34-35 
The same merciful God is a righteous judge. God calls and expects those He for-
gave to be ministers of reconciliation. It’s reconciling with people we are not in a 
good relationship and at the same time helping others reconcile with God. After 
saving us from our sins, He gives us a new purpose or mission, the ministry of 
reconciling people to God. Please read 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 NIV  
Conclusion:  
Nothing that we have to forgive can even remotely compare with what we have 
been forgiven. God's love for you and me, demonstrated by the sacrifice of His 
Son on the cross, is unmatched and should make us loving, merciful and forgiving 
people.  We have been forgiven a debt which beyond paying, so, we must forgive 
others as God has forgiven us! 

WELCOME:  
Intro: Peter is not one who will shy away from 
engaging the Lord in a conversation. Every 
time he opens his mouth, even when he was 
off, there are truths and lessons we hear Jesus 
say in response to him.  
Peter in this chapter asked the Lord "how 
many times should we forgive someone who 
sins against us?" Out of his boldness to speak, 
he drew from Jesus a teaching that’s very 
important and immortal. 
Ice Breaker: Humor 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded 
her lesson and wanted to make sure she had 
made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me 
what you must do before you can obtain for-
giveness of sin?” 
There was a short pause and then, from the 
back of the room, a small boy spoke up. “Sin,” 
he said. 
Source: Unknown  
https://ministry127.com 

WORK: The Challenge  
Q: Is there someone you need to forgive? If yes, would you come to God and release the person before the Lord? When you have 
the opportunity, would you go that person and let him or her know that you have forgiven them already?  
Q: Is there someone you have to ask forgiveness to? Would you go to that person this week and ask for his/her forgiveness?  


