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What’s Your Story? Life-Changing Forgiveness (Luke 7:36-50) 
This is a story of a woman (most likely a prostitute) and a Pharisee and their experiences with 
Jesus. 
 
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.  
 

To this point, Jesus:   
 

§ Has boldly declared his public ministry (in the synagogue) by declaring that Isaiah’s 
prophecy (Ch. 61) of a coming Messiah (who will release the captives, give sight to the 
blind, and set free the prisoners) has been fulfilled in Him 

§ Casting out demons (Luke 4) 
§ Healing many who are sick, leprous, and paralyzed (Luke 4-5) 
§ Declaring to the Pharisees that He is Lord of the Sabbath (Luke 6) 
§ Resurrecting the dead son of the widow from Nain and receiving praise from the people 

who said, “God has visited His people!” (Luke 7) 
§ Challenging the Pharisees as to their rejection of John the Baptist (who came fasting – 

they accused him of being demon-possessed) and Jesus (who came eating and drinking 
– they accused him of being a drunkard and a glutton)  

 
Jesus has accepted a dinner invitation to the home of Simon a Pharisee and his friends. It could 
have been out of a legitimate desire to know Jesus and to know the truth of His message OR it 
could have been out of a desire to gain new evidence for accusation. We don’t really know. 

37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood 
behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped 
them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

This woman found out that Jesus was coming to town, and she knew she had to see Him. 
Although Jesus was coming to have dinner in the home of a prominent religious leader and all 
of his friends, her life had been so profoundly impacted that she was willing to risk the shame 
and humiliation that might be levied against her in order to express her gratitude for changing 
her life. 
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39 When the Pharisee who had invited him (Simon) saw this, he said to himself, “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she 
is—that she is a sinner.” 

“Involvement with people, especially the marginalized, begins with a profound grasp of God’s 
grace.  Often our instincts are to keep our distance.  But the Son of God ate with them. He’s not 
embarrassed by them.  He lets them kiss his feet.  He’s the friend of riffraff, traitors, the 
unrespectable, drunks, druggies, prostitutes, the mentally ill, the broken, and the needy – people 
whose lives are a mess.” - Tim Chester (A Meal with Jesus) 
 
Simon didn’t recognize his own sin or his need for Jesus. He was blind to it. 
 
It is SO much easier to see other people’s sin than it is to see our own.  

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, 
and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the 
debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came 
into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her 
tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from 
the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but 
she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 

50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

FYI… 1 denarii = 1 day’s wage (50 days vs. 2 years) 
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In spite of the fact that Simon and his friends may have had an agenda to corner and accuse 
Jesus, Jesus’ compassion is the same for the self-righteous (Simon the Pharisee) as it was for the 
unrighteous (sinful woman).  
Jesus was patient with Simon. 
 
“In His parable, Jesus made it clear that all of us are in debt to God and are unable to pay 
because we are spiritually bankrupt. The two debts represent not the amount of sin, but the 
awareness of guilt.” – Warren Wiersbe 
 
People that I’ve met who have been the most gracious and had the greatest passion for sinful 
and lost people are people who themselves were, at one point in their life, extremely sinful and 
profoundly lost (and they knew it).  
 

§ AWARENESS - There is a direct correlation between one’s awareness of being lost and 
one’s passion for the lost. The more lost they knew they were, the more of a passion 
they now have for lost people. 
 

§ “Whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” – Jesus (Luke 7:47b) 
Inversely… He who has been forgiven much, loves much. 
 

§ “One can only love to the extent that they’ve experienced love. One can only forgive to 
the extent that they’ve experienced forgiveness.”  
– Steve Brown 

 
§ SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS - “It’s impossible to love someone you disagree with when you 

secretly believe they need Jesus more than you do.” - Scott Sauls 
 

§ “If you’re not the worst sinner you know, why not?” – Jean Larroux III 
 
MISSION & EVANGELISM  
 

§ MISSION - This profound experience of Jesus’ forgiveness and love becomes our 
motivation to share Jesus with others. How the gospel gets expressed in our lives is 
unique to each of us (i.e., S.H.A.P.E.) 

 
§ Evangelism (def): Sharing the hope and freedom that we’ve found in the unconditional, 

rescuing love, forgiveness and grace of Jesus Christ 
 

§ The most important days of the week for this church are Monday to Saturday. That’s 
when we’re able to be salt and light and share the love of Jesus with people all around 
us who haven’t yet experienced His love. 
 

o “The future of the church is not building community around Sunday but building 
community around a mission.” - Dave Adamson 
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GOOD NEWS CHURCH GA MISSION - "To connect with people and build relationships through 
community workshops, neighborhood-focused ministry, serving local needs, mentoring, and 
worship.” 
 
MISSION & EVANGELISM IDEAS (i.e., Show & Tell) 
What are the opportunities around you where you can:  

1) be a blessing to your neighbors / community 
2) be with people who need the love of Jesus   
3) serve a need   
4) be a friend   
5) welcome someone   
6) celebrate someone (i.e., birthday, new baby, etc.) 
7) encourage someone   
8) pray for someone   
9) initiate a conversation (ask questions and listen, with no agenda) 
10)  tell someone (the difference Jesus has made in your life) 

 
MISSION & EVANGELISM OPPORTUNITIES 

§ Sugar Hill Downtown Clean Up 
§ Women’s Connect 
§ Dads On Tap 
§ Good News Club 

§ Half Hour Hero 
§ MWB Music Bingo  
§ Invitations to Church 

 
Addressing Fear 
 

- What if I’m rejected?  God will be with you. Jesus was rejected. 
o “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”  

– John 15:18 
 

- What will I say?  God will give you the words. 
o THE DISCIPLES… Luke 12:11-12  “When you are brought before synagogues, 

rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or 
what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what you should 
say.” 
 

- What if sinful behaviors make me uncomfortable?   
 

o You’re not responsible for a person’s behavior / lifestyle.  
§ Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, 

servants stand or fall. – Romans 14:4 (addressing whether or not to eat 
meat sacrificed to idols) 
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o A person’s behavior is a fruit of what’s in their heart. Focus on what’s in the 
heart (love) more than the what’s coming out in the behaviors. When God 
changes a heart, the behavior always follows.  
 

§ “There is a core difference between sharing the gospel with the lost and 
imposing a specific moral standard on the unconverted… When the Lord 
entered my world, I experienced that gospel-ignited “expulsive power of a 
new affection” (to quote the title of Thomas Chalmers’s famous sermon). 
That new affection was not heterosexuality, but Jesus, my Jesus, my 
friend and Savior. I was not converted out of homosexuality. I was 
converted out of unbelief.” – Rosaria Butterfield (The Secret Thoughts of 
an Unlikely Convert: An English Professor's Journey Into Christian Faith) 

 
- HELPFUL REMINDER: It’s not your “put-togetherness” that God uses, but your weakness 

and brokenness. 
 

o THE APOSTLE PAUL… 1 Corinthians 2:1-5  When I came to you, I did not come 
with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about 
God.  2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and 
trembling. 4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive 
words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might 
not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 

 
CONCLUDING THOUGHT:   
We are profoundly sinful (worse than we could ever imagine) and Jesus is profoundly gracious 
(more than we can ever comprehend).  
 

At the cross, Jesus paid the debt of the shame-filled  
prostitute and the self-righteous Pharisee.  

When we come to Him, we are privileged and useful in extending His grace and love to others, 
not by our ability, strength, and skill, but by His power through His Spirit working in our 
weakness.  

When we are weak, then He is strong.  

And THAT’S Good News! 
 


