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The Confidence That Heaven is Our Home 

2 Peter 1:10 – 11 

Introduction: The sea squirt is a strange creature. Found attached to rocks and 

shells, it looks like a soft plastic tube waving with the current. Drawing its 

nutrients from the passing water, it lives a passive life far removed from its once–

active youth. 

The sea squirt starts life as a tadpole with a primitive spinal cord and brain that 

helps it find food and avoid harm. As a juvenile, it spends its days exploring the 

ocean, but something happens when it reaches adulthood. Settling on its rock, it 

stops exploring and growing. In a macabre twist, it digests its own brain. 

Spineless, thoughtless, flowing passively with the current. The apostle Peter 

encourages us not to follow the sea squirt’s fate. Since maturity for us means 

taking on God’s nature (2 Peter 1:4), you and I are called to grow—grow mentally 

in our knowledge of Christ (3:18); spiritually in traits like goodness, 

perseverance, and self-control (1:5–7); and practically by exploring new ways to 

love, offer hospitality, and serve others through our gifts (1 Peter 4:7–11). Such 

growth, Peter says, will stop us from living “ineffective and unproductive” lives (2 

Peter 1:8) 

Let’s be more like Peter and Paul, taking spiritual growth seriously and urgently 

and not like the passive sea squirt who just goes with the current. We have to 

learn to build up our spiritual muscles so we will have the strength to paddle 

against the current 

Scripture Reading 

2 Peter 1:5-9 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 

perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual 

affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in 

increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive 

in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is 

nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past 

sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your 

calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 11 and 

you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ 

Purpose: Every Christ follower must be sure of their call to salvation by the evidences of 

spiritual fruit on earth leading to their reward in heaven. 
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Transition: The more we become like Jesus, the more we glorify God and the more the 

Holy Spirit can use us as a witness for Christ and to serve Him. That is why spiritual 

growth is so important.  

A Christ follower will bear righteous fruit – 2 Peter 1:8 – 10 

• The evidences of fruit  

2 Peter 1:8 

8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you 

from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ 

o God does not want His children miserable and doubting their salvation. He 

desires each one of His children to be fille with joy and confidence. So, if a 

believer is going to walk in joy and confidence enjoying the abundant life 

Jesus promised us here on earth;  

▪ We need to pursue the qualities mentioned in verses 5 – 6, given to 

us when we received the divine nature at the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit at salvation. We develop what is already part of our new 

nature through the reading of God’s Word and prayer.  

Psalm 33:1 

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to praise him 

o We have so much to praise God for and thank Him daily for His faithful 

care and provision to us 

▪ In verse 8, Peter says that these qualities are yours and are 

increasing 

▪ You possess – the word picture here is that of someone owning 

property for a length of time enjoying it and developing it.  

▪ The word possess here means that it is more than enough, even 

too much of something 

▪ Growing in the character qualities in verses 5 – 6 will “keep you 

from being ineffective 

• Keep you means to make somsthing or set something in 

order.  

• Ineffective – useless, inactive, idle, inoperative and 

unserviceable 

Illustration: Our Refrigerator that became useless after 8 years 

o Peter goes on in verse 8 to say unproductive if we are not diligently 

working to grow in these areas of our life.  

o Unproductive means unfruitful or barren 
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o This can lead to falling away into false teaching or 

deconstructing and living in unbelief of God and His ways.  

o Peter is talking in this book to Christ followers, true believers of 

Him. He says at the end of the verse; true knowledge of our 

Lord Jesus Christ 

▪ Believers at times can live a life of unproductivity 

▪ This is like living as a professing Christian. Someone who 

is merely going through the motions or living like the 

world. We call these people carnal Christians  

o Since we have the true knowledge of Christ, we are to pursue 

more of the knowledge in relationship with God, we then in turn 

apply the knowledge by doing what is said and the virtues, the 

fruit are the proof of true knowledge. Remember that true 

knowledge and growing in it is something that is done by 

obeying what God says and in prayer/scripture reading, building 

that relationship up. Knowledge from God applied is godly 

wisdom.   

John 17:3.  

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom you have sent 

John 8:31-32 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, 

you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set 

you free.” 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal 

procession and uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him 

everywhere. 

Quote: “Some of the most effective Christians I have known are people without 

dramatic talents and special abilities, or even exciting personalities; yet God has 

used them in a marvelous way. Why? Because they are becoming more and more 

like Jesus Christ. They have the kind of character and conduct that God can trust 

with blessing. They are fruitful because they are faithful; they are effective 

because they are growing in their Christian experience.” - Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible 

exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 439). Victor Books. 

o God is more interested in a person’s availability then his or her ability. 

He is more interested in building a relationship with you than what you 

do in service and honor of Him. I am still working on that phrase 

accepting and living it out as fully true!!! 
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• The effects of spiritual amnesia 

2 Peter 1:9 

9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they 

have been cleansed from their past sins 

o If we are ineffective and unproductive in the growing of our knowledge 

it will leave us wondering where we stand with God.  

o Beyond the list of virtues listed here as fruit of the Spirit much like 

Galatians 5:22-23, I believe there will be evidence of a changed life 

and living, growing relationship with Christ. Here are ten evidences that 

someone has been truly born again. This is from the third sermon I 

preached after being installed as Pastor in February 2009. I preached 

this one other time as well. Here is a way to check your spiritual health 

and see if it is alive and growing 

1. An awareness of sin – Ephesians 2:1-3 

2. A chastened life – Hebrews 12:5-10 

3. A love for other Christians – I John 4:19 – 21 

4. A disdain for the things of this world system – I John 2:15-

17 

5. A hunger for God’s Word – I Peter 2:1-3 

6. A changed life – 2 Corinthians 5:17 

7. A desire to share your faith story – Proverbs 11:30; Psalm 

126:6 

8. A sense of the Holy Spirit working in your life – Romans 

8:1; I Thessalonians 5:19 

9. A knowledge of God’s will for your life – Proverbs 3:5 – 6; 

Psalm 119:105 

10. Answers to prayer – I John 5:14; John 16:23-24 

o Peter is saying in verse 9, that if we don’t have most if not all of these 

things being evidenced in our lives, we are either a non- believer or a 

carnal Christian. A carnal Christian is one who is a believer but is not 

living for the Lord and walking in a worldly lifestyle 

▪ Nearsighted and blind. Not able to see because one’s 

eyes or closed or squinting, unable to see at a distance 

Illustration: How to keep your eyes healthy. #1 Eat Well 

Good eye health starts with the food on your plate. Nutrients like omega-3 fatty 

acids, lutein, zinc, and vitamins C and E might help ward off age-related vision 

problems like macular degeneration and cataracts. To get them, fill your plate 

with: 

Green leafy vegetables like spinach, kale, and collards 
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Salmon, tuna, and other oily fish 

Eggs, nuts, beans, and other nonmeat protein sources 

Oranges and other citrus fruits or juices 

Oysters and pork 

A well-balanced diet also helps you stay at a healthy weight. That lowers your 

odds of obesity and related diseases like type 2 diabetes, which is the leading 

cause of blindness in adults. 

To maintain good vision, good eyesight for our spiritual journey we need the 

proper nourishment regularly from God’s Word 

o When we forget that our sins have been forgiven before salvation, it can 

lead us back to bad habits of sin that we used to do before coming to 

Christ 

▪ The word cleanse here means to purify, restore to new condition.. 

The stain of sin has been removed. Like my heater / air 

conditioning floor vents. Like a stain on a piece of clothing removed 

in the washing and drying process.  

▪ When we forget that we are forgiven and neglect our relationship 

with God then; 

• We will forget to share Christ with others 

• We will not serve 

• We will not give 

• We will not pray 

• And we will not be pleasing God 

▪ When we came to Christ and our sins were forgiven, we received 

new eyesight, spiritual eyesight. The blinders of sin were taken off 

and we could see God at work in our lives and all around us.  

▪ Remember is a very key word in the OT. Remember by putting 

memorial stones on the bank of the Jordan river after crossing it. 

Wells were given names based on events with God at them. The 

celebration of feasts and festivals in the OT were reminders of 

God’s work in the past and a way to pass on these stories to the 

younger generations.  

Ephesians 5:8-9 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children 

of light 9 (for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and 

truth) 
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o Spiritual amnesia leads to blindness and we fall into all kinds of traps 

Satan has set for us. We are to remind ourselves of what God has done 

for us on our behalf, for our good.  

o Are you and I seeing evidences of spiritual fruit in our service to God and 

others? 

o Are you obeying what God has already revealed to you to do from His 

Word? We don’t grow more many times because we have not dealt with 

an area of our life that requires obedience on our part.  

• The surety of our election into heaven 

2 Peter 1:10 

10 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling 

and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble 

Quote: “It is not our profession of faith that guarantees that we are saved; it is 

our progression in the faith that gives us that assurance - Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible 

exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 440). Victor Books. 

o Knowing this, Peter says make every effort, be diligent, make it a habit to 

grow in Christ by making your calling and election sure 

▪ Is there anything more important in this world than 

understanding the condition of your relationship with 

God? Please don’t just roll the dice with your spiritual 

growth, don’t make haphazard attempts at it.  

o Confirm – be certain that you have answered the call of salvation 

▪ There are numerous calls for the believer in Christ after 

the call of salvation 

▪ The call to allow Jesus to be Lord of your life, or 

dedicating your life to the Lord 

▪ Call to your vocation 

▪ Call for some to marriage and even be a parent 

▪ Call to serve using your spiritual gifts 

▪ Finally, a call to heaven to be with Jesus in a final state of 

eternal rest 

▪ Have you answered the call for salvation? 

• Share the Good News of the Gospel 

I John 5:13 – 14 

12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 

have life 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God 

so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we 

have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears 

us. 
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o As you hear this message today, you maybe saying, I am not sure 

about my relationship with God? I am not seeing most if not all of these 

virtues, fruits, evidences in my life and I wonder am I really saved? 

o You may be miserable because the Holy Spirit has been drawing you 

to Christ but you haven’t made that decision for Christ yet. Today is the 

day of salvation.  

John 3:36 

36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will 

not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them 

o If you are not a believer, your life will be miserable until you come to Him. 

The wrath of God will continue to abide on you in this life and then in the 

torments of hell for eternity after this life, if you don’t repent and turn to 

Christ.  

o We see also the word election, which means that God chose those and 

draws those whom He desires to be saved.  

o God is faithful to carry those who have come to faith in Christ all the 

way to the end and into eternity. If God is faithful, and He is, He will 

be faithful to carry you and I on to complete maturity in Christ for 

eternity. 

 Ephesians 1:4 – 5 

4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will 

Philippians 1:6 

6 Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus 

o If we do as Peter says here in the beginning of this book, we will never 

stumble, never fail, not get tripped up or go backwards in our faith 

Romans 8:29-30 

29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And 

those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 

justified, he also glorified 

o So, the bottom line is this. Once you have made that decision to accept 

Christ as your Savior and you give Him control of your life, as we obey 

and grow in Christ, we will have the assurance of our salvation, the joy 
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of the abundant life and walk in confidence with a good relationship 

with our heavenly Father.  

Philippians 2:12-13 

12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my 

presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your 

salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to 

act in order to fulfill his good purpose 

o One’s godly behavior is a warranty deed for himself that Jesus Christ has 

cleansed him from his past sins and therefore that he was in fact called 

and elected by God - Gangel, K. O. (1985). 2 Peter. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The 

Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 2, p. 867). Victor Books. 

Illustration: Queen Victoria once attended a service in St. Paul's Cathedral and 

listened to a sermon that interested her greatly. Afterwards she asked her 

chaplain, "Can one be absolutely sure in this life of eternal safety?" His answer 

was that he knew no way that one could be absolutely sure. 

This incident was published in the Court News and came to the notice of a 

minister named John Townsend. After reading of Queen Victoria's question and 

the answer she received, he prayed and then sent the following note to the 

queen: 

“To Her Gracious Majesty, our beloved Queen Victoria, from one of her most 

humble subjects: With trembling hands, but heart-filled love, and because I know 

that we can be absolutely sure now for our eternal life in the home that Jesus 

went to prepare, may I ask Your Most Gracious Majesty to read the following 

passages of Scripture: John 3:16; Romans 10:9–10. I sign myself, your servant 

for Jesus' sake, John Townsend” 

John Townsend was not alone in praying about his letter to the queen. He took 

others into his confidence, and they offered up prayer to God in Her Majesty's 

behalf. About two weeks later he received the following letter: 

“To John Townsend: I have carefully and prayerfully read the portions of 

Scripture referred to. I believe in the finished work of Christ for me, and trust by 

God's grace to meet you in that home of which he said, "I go to prepare a place 

for you." (Signed) Victoria Guelph” 

After Queen Victoria's discovery of Christian assurance, she used to carry a small 

booklet to give away. Its title was Safety, Certainty, and Enjoyment. This is what 

she found in Christ. - Source: Raymond Ferreira, Durban, South Africa 

Application: Are you seeing evidences in your life that you are saved? 

Transition: If a church you attend doesn’t know for sure how a person can have 

certainty of salvation and confidence in they are going to heaven, I would advise you to 
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find another church. There are so many churches that do not share the Gospel and are 

not convinced that God can faithfully keep those whom He has elected to be saved. 

Lastly today; 

A Christ follower is destined for a heavenly reward – 2 Peter 1:11 

2 Peter 1:11 

11 And you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ 

• The welcomed entrance into heaven 

Illustration: *Getting to Heaven* - The pastor was talking to a group of young 

children about believing in Jesus and going to heaven. At the end of his talk, he 

asked, "Where do you want to go?" "Heaven!" they all piped up. "And what do 

you have to be to get there?" "Dead!", one boy yelled. - SOURCE: Pastor 

http://www.cybersalt.org/cleanlaugh 

o Entrance here is the picture of a victorious Olympian returning home to 

bask in his victory and to be welcomed by his family and friends in his or 

her hometown.  

o As we pursue spiritual growth through works of faith, we can live in sweet 

anticipation of a glorious meeting face to face with Jesus, our Savior, and 

see the nail pierced hands, side and feet which bought us the opportunity 

to be welcomed into heaven 

Illustration: Henry Morris and Theodore Roosevelt 

• The receiving of our heavenly endowment 

o Rich here is the same word used earlier in this chapter and at that time I 

shared how that the history of the word was that of a choir director who so 

wanted to have excellent performances, he or she would fund the choir 

and the place of the performance with lavish quality clothing, music, etc. 

out of his or her own pocket.  

I Corinthians 2:9 

9 However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and 

what no human mind has conceived” the things God has prepared for those who 

love him 

o Heaven will be worth it. No one who goes to heaven will be 

disappointed.  

o Peter is saying that as a Christ follower, if we are constantly trying to 

obey God and His Word and pursue holiness in our lives, we will enjoy 

the blessings of the assurance of our salvation and we will persevere 

to the end because our faithful Heavenly Father will help us persevere 
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to the end because of the joy we will receive from Him that will never 

end or be taken away. These words from Peter were a great 

encouragement to the weary, beaten down, persecuted believers he 

was writing to.  

Psalm 16:11 

You make known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Psalm 116:15 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants 

Illustration: A preacher and a song leader were both avid baseball fans. These 

guys didn't just like baseball; they lived, breathed and ate baseball. What time 

they weren't about church duties, they were attending a game, watching a game 

on the tube, or coaching a little league game in the park. 

One day, one of them mused about whether there would be baseball in heaven 

and quite a conversation ensued. "Everything is perfect in heaven, isn't it? We 

will want for nothing in heaven, will we? Surely there will be baseball in heaven!" 

They finally made a pact that whichever one got to heaven first would somehow 

try to contact the other and let him know for a fact whether they had baseball. 

As it turned out, the preacher died first. A week later he appeared to the song 

leader in a dream and said, "Well, I have some good news and some bad news. 

The good news is, there is indeed baseball in heaven. The bad news is, you are 

scheduled to pitch this Saturday." 

Application: Are you living in the grace and hope of what’s in store in your future? 

Transition: Peter wants us to persevere through whatever we are facing knowing it will 

be worth it all when we see Jesus.  

Key Thought: The hope of heaven for the Christ follower is revealed by the fruit of 

heaven rooted in our salvation 

o Do you have the hope of heaven with assurance today? 

Questions to Ponder This Week 

1. What are the latest “fruits” of your salvation that you can point to right now? 

2. Why is it so easy for us as Christ followers to have spiritual amnesia and forget 

about God’s faithfulness in our past? 

3. How is the hope of heaven applying to your life right now? 


